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New approaches to understanding war and peace in the changing international system. What causes war? How can wars be
prevented? Scholars and policymakers have sought the answers to these questions for centuries. Although wars continue to
occur, recent scholarship has made progress toward developing more sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the
causes and prevention of war. This volume includes essays by leading scholars on contemporary approaches to understanding
war and peace. The essays include expositions, analyses, and critiques of some of the more prominent and enduring explanations
of war. Several authors discuss realist theories of war, which focus on the distribution of power and the potential for offensive war.
Others examine the prominent hypothesis that the spread of democracy will usher in an era of peace. In light of the apparent
increase in nationalism and ethnic conflict, several authors present hypotheses on how nationalism causes war and how such
wars can be controlled. Contributors also engage in a vigorous debate on whether international institutions can promote peace. In
a section on war and peace in the changing international system, several authors consider whether rising levels of international
economic independence and environmental scarcity will influence the likelihood of war.
The current opioid epidemic in the United States began in the mid-1990s with the introduction of a new drug, OxyContin, viewed
as a safer and more effective opiate for chronic pain management. By 2017, the opioid epidemic had become a full-blown crisis as
over two million Americans had become dependent on and abused prescription pain pills and street drugs. This book examines
the origins, development, and rise of the opioid epidemic in the United States from the perspective of the public policy process.
The authors, political scientists Kant Patel and Mark Rushefsky, discuss institutional features of the American political system that
impact the making of public policy, arguing that the fragmentation of that system hinders the ability to coherently address policy
problems, taking the opioid epidemic as an example. The book begins with a brief historical examination of the history of the
problem of opioid addiction and crises in the United States and public policy responses to past crises, but the main focus is on the
current national public health emergency. The book analyzes the following: The origins of the current crisis Indicators and warning
signs pointing to the emergence of a significant public problem Factors that contributed to the opioid crisis Why the crisis emerged
in the United States and not in other Western countries The nature and scope of the opioid crisis, including socioeconomic and
demographic characteristics and the human, social, and economic costs Presidential administrations’ public response, and
nonresponse, to the opioid crisis Parallels between the role played by opioid manufacturers and tobacco/cigarette manufacturers
in creating the problem of addiction, resulting in high mortality rates, and the public policy response to both This book explores the
national policy response to the opioid crisis, as well as state and local government responses and separation of powers, including
how the three branches of government deal with the opioid problem. The authors conclude with a discussion of how accurate
problem definition, problem diagnosis, and appropriate and timely responses could have produced a more appropriate and robust
policy response—policy process tools that will be essential in fighting both the current crisis and the next one. The Opioid Epidemic
in the United States is essential reading for policy analysis courses in political science, health, and social work programs, as well
as for United States policymakers at the local, state, and national levels.
The scope and method of logic as we know it today eminently reflect the ground-breaking developments of set theory and the
logical foundations of mathematics at the turn of the 20th century. Unfortunately, little effort has been made to understand the
idiosyncrasies of the philosophical context that led to these tremendous innovations in the 19thcentury beyond what is found in the
works of mathematicians such as Frege, Hilbert, and Russell. This constitutes a monumental gap in our understanding of the
central influences that shaped 19th-century thought, from Kant to Russell, and that helped to create the conditions in which
analytic philosophy could emerge. The aim of Logic from Kant to Russell is to document the development of logic in the works of
19th-century philosophers. It contains thirteen original essays written by authors from a broad range of backgrounds—intellectual
historians, historians of idealism, philosophers of science, and historians of logic and analytic philosophy. These essays question
the standard narratives of analytic philosophy’s past and address concerns that are relevant to the contemporary philosophical
study of language, mind, and cognition. The book covers a broad range of influential thinkers in 19th-century philosophy and
analytic philosophy, including Kant, Bolzano, Hegel, Herbart, Lotze, the British Algebraists and Idealists, Moore, Russell, the NeoKantians, and Frege.
"Kant, Kantianism and Idealism" presents an overview of German Idealism, the major movement in philosophy from the late 18th
to the middle of the 19th Century. The period was dominated by Kant, Fichte, Schelling and Hegel, whose work influenced not just
philosophy, but also art, theology and politics. The volume covers not only these major figures but also their main followers and
interpreters. These include Kant's younger contemporary Herder, his early critics such as Jacobi, Reinhold, and Maimon, and his
readers Schiller and Schlegel - who shaped much of the subsequent reception of Kant in art, literature and aesthetics - as well as
Schopenhauer, whose unique appropriation and criticism of theories of cognition later had a decisive influence on Nietzsche. The
"Young Hegelians" - such as Bruno Bauer, Ludwig Feuerbach, and David Friedrich Strauss, whose writings would influence
Engels and Marx - are also discussed. The influence of Kant and German Idealism also extended into France, shaping the thought
of such figures as Saint-Simon, Fourier, and Proudhon, whose work would prove decisive for subsequent philosophical, political,
and economic thinking in Europe in the second half of the 19th century.
Liberalism has been the leading political theory of the past three hundred years and, by far, the most dominant ideology. Many
think tanks are associated with liberal ideas, and most Western countries are considered liberal democracies. But does liberalism
really cover the wide range of political ideas found in Western civilization? Degrees of Freedom examines liberalism’s universal
claims and explains how liberal thinkers formulated insights that apply to all aspects of politics. It also contrasts liberalism and
conservatism. Edwin van de Haar divides liberalism into three main variants: classical liberalism, social liberalism, and
libertarianism. Without claiming that this is the only possible categorization of liberalism, he argues that this subdivision is the most
comprehensible way out of liberal confusion. He explores how these forms of liberalism, found in popular parlance, relate to liberal
political theory and ideology. Domestic politics and international relations are presented as a whole, in the firm belief that one
cannot meaningfully present an overview of any tradition in political theory by stopping at national borders.
This book explores the epistemology and the methodology of political knowledge and social inquiry: what can we know, and how
do we know? Contributing authors offer answers, addressing the purpose and methods of research and analyzing concepts,
including the relationship of theory and evidence and the importance of medicine to social science.
Negative emotions are familiar enough, but they have rarely been a topic of study in their own right. This volume brings together
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fourteen chapters on negative emotions, written in a highly accessible style for non-specialists and specialists alike. It starts with
chapters on general issues raised by negative emotions, such as the nature of valence, the theoretical implications of nasty
emotions, the role of negative emotions in fiction, as well as the puzzles raised by ambivalent and mixed emotions. The second
part of the volume consists of studies of specific emotional phenomena, ranging from the emotion of being moved and the sense
of uncanniness to jealousy, hatred, shame, contempt, anxiety, and grief.
"What is the meaning of being?" This is the central question of Martin Heidegger's profoundly important work, in which the great
philosopher seeks to explain the basic problems of existence. A central influence on later philosophy, literature, art, and
criticism—as well as existentialism and much of postmodern thought—Being and Time forever changed the intellectual map of the
modern world. As Richard Rorty wrote in the New York Times Book Review, "You cannot read most of the important thinkers of
recent times without taking Heidegger's thought into account." This first paperback edition of John Macquarrie and Edward
Robinson's definitive translation also features a new foreword by Heidegger scholar Taylor Carman.
This book demonstrates how traditional knowledge can be connected to the modern world. Human knowledge of housing, health
and agriculture dates back thousands of years, with old wisdom developing and becoming modern. But in the past few decades,
global communities have increasingly become aware that some of this valuable knowledge has fallen by the wayside. This has
sparked systematic efforts at the local, national and global levels to connect this neglected knowledge to the modern world. It
discusses the origin of the topic, its importance, recent developments in India and abroad, and what is being done and still needs
to be done in order to preserve India’s traditional knowledge. The discussions address a broad range of fields and organizations:
from Basmati rice to Ayurvedic cosmetics; from traditional irrigation and folk music to modern drug discovery and climate change
adaptation; and from the Biodiversity Convention to the WHO, WTO and WIPO.
Common sense has always been a cornerstone of American politics. In 1776, Tom Paine’s vital pamphlet with that title sparked
the American Revolution. And today, common sense—the wisdom of ordinary people, knowledge so self-evident that it is beyond
debate—remains a powerful political ideal, utilized alike by George W. Bush’s aw-shucks articulations and Barack Obama’s downto-earth reasonableness. But far from self-evident is where our faith in common sense comes from and how its populist logic has
shaped modern democracy. Common Sense: A Political History is the first book to explore this essential political phenomenon.
The story begins in the aftermath of England’s Glorious Revolution, when common sense first became a political ideal worth
struggling over. Sophia Rosenfeld’s accessible and insightful account then wends its way across two continents and multiple
centuries, revealing the remarkable individuals who appropriated the old, seemingly universal idea of common sense and the new
strategic uses they made of it. Paine may have boasted that common sense is always on the side of the people and opposed to
the rule of kings, but Rosenfeld demonstrates that common sense has been used to foster demagoguery and exclusivity as well as
popular sovereignty. She provides a new account of the transatlantic Enlightenment and the Age of Revolutions, and offers a fresh
reading on what the eighteenth century bequeathed to the political ferment of our own time. Far from commonsensical, the history
of common sense turns out to be rife with paradox and surprise.
Investigating the transformation of the Kurdish liberation movement in Iraq this book explores its development from an armed
guerrilla movement, engaged in a war for liberation with the government in Baghdad, into the government of a de facto Kurdish
state known as the Kurdistan Regional Government. The book seeks to better explain the nature and evolution of the Kurdish
liberation struggle in Iraq, which has had important implications over regional geopolitics. Despite attracting growing international
attention, the struggle remains understudied. By applying the theoretical framework of de facto statehood to the post-1991 Kurdish
liberation movement, the book offers a new approach to understanding the struggle, with a thorough empirical investigation
informed by International Relations theory. Identifying international legitimacy, interaction and identity as significant themes in the
politics of de facto states and important variables shaping the evolution and policies of these actors, at both the domestic and
international levels, this book will be of interest to students and researchers of International Relations, Middle East Politics and
Political Science.
This book examines a new type of state formation evoked by the rise of transnational rule, what Schia calls franchised states.
Drawing on anthropological studying-through fieldwork within the UN organization, he demonstrates how peacebuilding activities
turned Liberia into an object of governing, whereby the UN, in seeking to build the state, also became the state. The sovereign
state of Liberia here emerges as a franchise rather than a self-contained entity. Two implications follow: First, that international
peacebuilding turns post-conflict countries into clients of the international community. Second, that “sovereignty” is no longer
exclusively associated with the state: it is organized in and through specific practices of governing where a state actor is only one
among a range of actors. With these findings, the book moves beyond previous work on peacebuilding by focusing on the
unbundling of sovereignty. It contributes to the literature on the changing forms of sovereignty by showing the specific ways in
which sovereignty is organized, packaged and enacted, often by actors working under international auspices. This book will be of
interest to practitioners and students interested in international organizations, international relations, the study of international
practices, UN, and peacebuilding.
This open access book introduces the reader to the foundations of AI and ethics. It discusses issues of trust, responsibility, liability,
privacy and risk. It focuses on the interaction between people and the AI systems and Robotics they use. Designed to be
accessible for a broad audience, reading this book does not require prerequisite technical, legal or philosophical expertise.
Throughout, the authors use examples to illustrate the issues at hand and conclude the book with a discussion on the application
areas of AI and Robotics, in particular autonomous vehicles, automatic weapon systems and biased algorithms. A list of questions
and further readings is also included for students willing to explore the topic further.
How are we to conceive of acts that suddenly expose the injustice of the prevailing order? These acts challenge long-standing
hidden or silently tolerated injustices, but as they are unsupported by existing ethical rules they pose a drastic challenge to
dominant norms. In Excessive Subjectivity, Dominik Finkelde rereads the tradition of German idealism and finds in it the potential
for transformative acts that are capable of revolutionizing the social order. Finkelde's discussion of the meaning and structure of
the ethical act meticulously engages thinkers typically treated as opposed—Kant, Hegel, and Lacan—to develop the concept of
excessive subjectivity, which is characterized by nonconformist acts that reshape the contours of ethical life. For Kant, the subject
is defined by the ethical acts she performs. Hegel interprets Kant's categorical imperative as the ability of an individual's
conscience to exceed the existing state of affairs. Lacan emphasizes the transgressive force of unconscious desire on the ethical
agent. Through these thinkers Finkelde develops a radical ethics for contemporary times. Integrating perspectives from both
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analytical and continental philosophy, Excessive Subjectivity is a distinctive contribution to our understanding of the ethical subject.
Book launch pictures available here! 'This book is a triumph in its clarity, scholarship and sheer scope. It is increasingly vital that
criminologists understand crime and the criminal justice system in depth, and Ursula Smartt unmasks the mysteries and lays bare
the complexities of law like few other writers on the subject. This is the book on criminal law that should be on the shelf of
everyone connected to the criminal law' - Baroness Helena Kennedy QC 'Law for Criminologists is a timely and concise
introduction for those in criminology and law. Combining accessibility and scholarship, it will be welcomed by students and
lecturers alike' - Dr Azrini Wahidin, Reader and Programme Director for Criminology, Queen's University Belfast 'Highly
informative, comprehensive and reader-friendly - this groundbreaking book is essential reading for all who are engaged in the
study of criminology' - Peter Joyce, Manchester Metropolitan University This practical guide introduces students to the basic
principles of the law, enabling a comprehensive understanding of criminology and criminal justice. Law for Criminologists will
enthuse the student and teacher about the law whilst giving sound advice on how to achieve a thorough comprehension of the
topic. Striking a much-needed balance between essential law for criminologists, and commentary on current legal issues, this book
provides the reader with a full understanding of: " the workings of the law in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland " the
European Union legal frameworks " the law of evidence and the criminal process " punishment and sentencing " human rights
issues " the differences between youth justice and adult criminal legislation " how to undertake independent legal research and
further reading in the discipline. Packed with extensive learning aids including case studies, boxed notes, sample examination
questions, appendices of statutes and cases and a comprehensive glossary, this book is vital for all students in criminology and
criminal justice. As well as an extensive foreword by Baroness Helena Kennedy QC.
"Forces for good develops and explores the concept of 'cosmopolitan militaries'. It examines how governments, militaries and
institutions have responded politically, doctrinally and operationally to claims that militaries have a new role in cosmopolitan law
enforcement that allows and perhaps even requires the use of force to protect and defend those who are the victims of gross
abuse of human rights. The contributors include academics, defence practitioners and serving military officers."--BOOK JACKET.
Are democracies less likely to go to war than other kinds of states? This question is of tremendous importance in both academic
and policy-making circles and one that has been debated by political scientists for years. The Clinton administration, in particular,
has argued that the United States should endeavor to promote democracy around the world. This timely reader includes some of
the most influential articles in the debate that have appeared in the journal International Security during the past two years, adding
two seminal pieces published elsewhere to make a more balanced and complete collection, suitable for classroom use.
Butler sheds light on how American political leaders sell the decision to intervene with military force to the public and how a just
war frame is employed in US foreign policy. He provides three post-Cold War examples of foreign policy crises: the Persian Gulf
War (1990-91), Kosovo (1999), and Afghanistan (2001).
What, and when, is British Romanticism, if seen not in island isolation but cosmopolitan integration with European Romantic
literature, history and culture? The essays here range from poetry and the novel to science writing, philosophy, visual art, opera
and melodrama; from France and Germany to Italy and Bosnia.
A new history of the idea of the modern state and its 'personality', showing the centrality of Pufendorf to its development and
propagation.
The Cinema of Takeshi Kitano: Flowering Blood is a detailed aesthetic, Deleuzian, and phenomenological exploration of Japan’s
finest currently-working film director, performer, and celebrity. The volume uniquely explores Kitano’s oeuvre through the tropes of
stillness and movement, becoming animal, melancholy and loss, intensity, schizophrenia, and radical alterity; and through the
aesthetic temperatures of color, light, camera movement, performance and urban and oceanic space. In this highly original
monograph, all of Kitano’s films are given due consideration, including A Scene at the Sea (1991), Sonatine (1993), Dolls (2002),
and Outrage (2010).
An up to date and comprehensive overview of the philosophy and neuroscience movement. At the heart of the movement is the
conviction that basic questions about human cognition can be answered only by a philosophically sophisticated grasp of
neuroscience's insights into the processing of information by the human brain.
Anne Margaret Baxley offers a systematic interpretation of Kant's theory of virtue, whose most distinctive features have not been
properly understood. She explores the rich moral psychology in Kant's later and less widely read works on ethics, and argues that
the key to understanding his account of virtue is the concept of autocracy, a form of moral self-government in which reason rules
over sensibility. Although certain aspects of Kant's theory bear comparison to more familiar Aristotelian claims about virtue, Baxley
contends that its most important aspects combine to produce something different - a distinctively modern, egalitarian conception of
virtue which is an important and overlooked alternative to the more traditional Greek views which have dominated contemporary
virtue ethics.
This book presents a comprehensive and detailed exploration of the relationship between the thought of G.W.F. Hegel and that of
John McDowell, the latter of whom is widely considered to be one of the most influential living analytic philosophers. It serves as a
point of entry in McDowell’s and Hegel’s philosophy, and a substantial contribution to ongoing debates on perceptual experience
and perceptual justification, naturalism, human freedom and action. The chapters gathered in this volume, as well as McDowell’s
responses, make it clear that McDowell’s work paves the way for an original reading of Hegel’s texts. His conceptual framework
allows for new interpretive possibilities in Hegel’s philosophy which, until now, have remained largely unexplored. Moreover, these
interpretations shed light on various aspects of continuity and discontinuity between the philosophies of these two authors, thus
defining more clearly their positions on specific issues. In addition, they allow us to see Hegel’s thought as containing a number of
conceptual tools that might be useful for advancing McDowell’s own philosophy and contemporary philosophy in general.

Addresses the central problem of international relations - security - and constructs a novel framework for its analysis.
This exciting new textbook challenges the implicit notions inherent in most existing International Relations (IR)
scholarship and instead presents the subject as seen from different vantage points in the global South. Divided into four
sections, (1) the IR discipline, (2) key concepts and categories, (3) global issues and (4) IR futures, it examines the ways
in which world politics have been addressed by traditional core approaches and explores the limitations of these
treatments for understanding both Southern and Northern experiences of the "international." The book encourages
readers to consider how key ideas have been developed in the discipline, and through systematic interventions by
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contributors from around the globe, aims at both transforming and enriching the dominant terms of scholarly debate. This
empowering, critical and reflexive tool for thinking about the diversity of experiences of international relations and for
placing them front and center in the classroom will help professors and students in both the global North and the global
South envision the world differently. In addition to general, introductory IR courses at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels it will appeal to courses on sociology and historiography of knowledge, globalization, neoliberalism,
security, the state, imperialism and international political economy.
In this work, Carol V.A. Quinn considers survivors’ arguments in the debate concerning the ethics of using Nazi medical
data, showing what it would mean to take their claims seriously. Her approach is interdisciplinary, incorporating
philosophy, psychology, trauma research, survivors’ testimony, Holocaust poetry, literature, and the Hebrew Bible.
Is there a single right interpretation for such cultural phenomena as works of literature, visual artworks, works of music,
the self, and legal and sacred texts? In these essays, almost all written especially for this volume, twenty leading
philosophers pursue different answers to this question by examining the nature of interpretation and its objects and
ideals. The fundamental conflict between positions that universally require the ideal of a single admissible interpretation
(singularism) and those that allow a multiplicity of some admissible interpretations (multiplism) leads to a host of
engrossing questions explored in these essays: Does multiplism invite interpretive anarchy? Can opposing interpretations
be jointly defended? Should competition between contending interpretations be understood in terms of (bivalent) truth or
(multivalent) reasonableness, appropriateness, aptness, or the like? Is interpretation itself an essentially contested
concept? Does interpretive activity seek truth or aim at something else as well? Should one focus on interpretive acts
rather than interpretations? Should admissible interpretations be fixed by locating intentions of a historical or hypothetical
creator, or neither? What bearing does the fact of the historical situatedness of cultural entities have on their identities?
The contributors are Annette Barnes, No&ël Carroll, Stephen Davies, Susan Feagin, Alan Goldman, Charles Guignon,
Chhanda Gupta, Garry Hagberg, Michael Krausz, Peter Lamarque, Jerrold Levinson, Joseph Margolis, Rex Martin,
Jitendra Mohanty, David Novitz, Philip Percival, Torsten Pettersson, Robert Stecker, Laurent Stern, and Paul Thom.
This multi-authored collection covers the methodology and philosophy of collective writing. It is based on a series of
articles written by the authors in Educational Philosophy and Theory, Open Review of Educational Research and
Knowledge Cultures to explore the concept of collective writing. This tenth volume in the Editor's Choice series provides
insights into the philosophy of academic writing and peer review, peer production, collective intelligence, knowledge
socialism, openness, open science and intellectual commons. This collection represents the development of the
philosophy, methodology and philosophy of collective writing developed in the last few years by members of the Editors’
Collective (EC), who also edit, review and contribute to Educational Philosophy and Theory (EPAT), as well as to PESA
Agora, edited by Tina Besley, and Access, edited by Nina Hood, two PESA ‘journals’ recently developed by EC
members. This book develops the philosophy, methodology and pedagogy of collective writing as a new mode of
academic writing as an alternative to the normal academic article. The philosophy of collective writing draws on a new
mode of academic publishing that emphasises the metaphysics of peer production and open review along with the main
characteristics of openness, collaboration, co-creation and co-social innovation, peer review and collegiality that have
become a praxis for the self-reflection emphasising the subjectivity of writing, sometimes called self-writing. This
collection, under the EPAT series Editor’s Choice, draws on a group of members of the Editors’ Collective,who
constitute a network of editors, reviewers and authors who established the organisation to further the aims of innovation
in academic writing and publishing. It provides discussion and examples of the philosophy, methodology and pedagogy
of collective writing. Split into three sections: Introduction, Openness and Projects, this volume offers an introduction to
the philosophy and methodology of collective writing. It will be of interest to scholars in philosophy of education and those
interested in the process of collective writing.
This collection of essays on Russian religious thought focuses on the extent to which Russian culture and ideology has
been informed by the nation s roots in Orthodox Christianity. "
Commencing with Susan Sontag's line that "the only worthwhile answers are those that blow up the questions," ten
contributions by UK and US academics critique the "democratic peace" (DP) prescription for inter-state peace of "just add
liberal democracy." Contextualizing the DP literature historically and internationally, they call for reassessment of the
complex inter-relationships among democracy, liberalism, and war in the global revolution; provide a table summarizing
war and democracy by world order periods; and identify directions for future research. Based on US workshops in 1998
and 2000. Barkawi and Laffey are lecturers in international relations, the former at the U. of Wales, Aberystwyth and the
latter at the U. of London.-Opposing views on the merits of formal rational choice approaches as they have been applied to international security
studies. Formal theories and rational choice methods have become increasingly prominent in most social sciences in the
past few decades. Proponents of formal theoretical approaches argue that these methods are more scientific and
sophisticated than other approaches, and that formal methods have already generated significant theoretical progress.
As more and more social scientists adopt formal theoretical approaches, critics have argued that these methods are
flawed and that they should not become dominant in most social-science disciplines. Rational Choice and Security
Studies presents opposing views on the merits of formal rational choice approaches as they have been applied in the
subfield of international security studies. This volume includes Stephen Walt's article "Rigor or Rigor Mortis? Rational
Choice and Security Studies," critical replies from prominent political scientists, and Walt's rejoinder to his critics. Walt
argues that formal approaches have not led to creative new theoretical explanations, that they lack empirical support, and
that they have contributed little to the analysis of important contemporary security problems. In their replies, proponents
of rational choice approaches emphasize that formal methods are essential for achieving theoretical consistency and
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precision.
The hardline view of Sino-Indian relations found in the published reports of Indian and Chinese security analysts is often at considerable odds
with the more tempered opinions those same analysts express in private interviews and conversations. What is the reality of the increasingly
important security relationship between the two countries? The authors of this new study address that question in depth. Sidhu and Yuan
explore a range of key issues, including mutual distrust and misperception (perhaps the most important factor), the undemarcated border, the
status of Tibet and Sikkim, trade, the tussle over various nonproliferation treaties, terrorism, the regional roles of the U.S. and Pakistan, and
the impact of domestic public opinion and special interests. They do see a trend toward a more pragmatic approach in Beijing and New Delhi
to managing differences and broadening the agenda of common interests. Nevertheless, they conclude, significant obstacles remain to the
amicable relationship necessary for regional peace and stability, posing a daunting challenge to policymakers in these two rising powers.
Challenges Kantian International Relations scholars to reassess their relationship with the philosopher and his work
Kant's International RelationsThe Political Theology of Perpetual PeaceUniversity of Michigan Press
As part of a larger attempt to understand the dynamic interactions between gothic form and ideology, this volume focuses on a strong formal
feature of the American gothic, "global ambiguity," and examines the important cultural work it performs in the nineteenth-century history of
the genre. The author defines "global ambiguity" as occurring in texts whose internal evidence supports equally plausible and yet mutually
exclusive interpretations. Combining insights from narrative theory and cultural studies, she investigates the narrative origin of global
ambiguity and the ways in which it produces culturally meaningful readings. Canonical works and obscure ones from American gothic authors
such as Charles Brockden Brown, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Louisa May Alcott, and Henry James are
reexamined. This study reveals that the nineteenth-century American gothicists developed the gothic into an aesthetically sophisticated mode
that engaged intensely with the pressing problems of American society, including moral citizenship, slavery, and the social status of women,
and reimagined social realities in politically constructive manners. Literary scholars, students, and general readers interested in gothic
literature, American literature, or narrative theory will find this book informative and inspiring.
Analytic and Continental philosophy have become increasingly specialised and differentiated fields of endeavour. This important collection of
essays details some of the more significant methodological and philosophical differences that have separated the two traditions, as well as
examining the manner in which received understandings of the divide are being challenged by certain thinkers whose work might best be
described as post-analytic and meta-continental. Together these essays offer a well-defined sense of the field, of its once dominant
distinctions and of some of the most productive new areas generating influential ideas and controversy. In an attempt to get to the bottom of
precisely what it is that separates the analytic and continental traditions, the essays in this volume compare and contrast them on certain
issues, including truth, time and subjectivity. The book engages with a range of key thinkers from phenomenology, post-structuralism, analytic
philosophy and post-analytic philosophy, examines the strengths and weaknesses of each tradition, and ultimately encourages enhanced
understanding, dialogue and even rapprochement between these sometimes antagonistic adversaries.
Bertolt Brecht once worried that our sympathy for the victims of a social problem can make the problem’s “beauty and attraction” invisible. In
The Beauty of a Social Problem, Walter Benn Michaels explores the effort to overcome this difficulty through a study of several contemporary
artist-photographers whose work speaks to questions of political economy. Although he discusses well-known figures like Walker Evans and
Jeff Wall, Michaels’s focus is on a group of younger artists, including Viktoria Binschtok, Phil Chang, Liz Deschenes, and Arthur Ou. All born
after 1965, they have always lived in a world where, on the one hand, artistic ambition has been synonymous with the critique of autonomous
form and intentional meaning, while, on the other, the struggle between capital and labor has essentially been won by capital. Contending
that the aesthetic and political conditions are connected, Michaels argues that these artists’ new commitment to form and meaning is a way
for them to depict the conditions that have taken US economic inequality from its lowest level, in 1968, to its highest level today. As Michaels
demonstrates, these works of art, unimaginable without the postmodern critique of autonomy and intentionality, end up departing and
dissenting from that critique in continually interesting and innovative ways.
In unrelenting flow of choices confronts us at nearly every moment of our lives, and yet our culture offers us no clear way to choose. This
predicament seems inevitable, but in fact it’s quite new. In medieval Europe, God’s calling was a grounding force. In ancient Greece, a
whole pantheon of shining gods stood ready to draw an appropriate action out of you. Like an athlete in “the zone,” you were called to a
harmonious attunement with the world, so absorbed in it that you couldn’t make a “wrong” choice. If our culture no longer takes for granted a
belief in God, can we nevertheless get in touch with the Homeric moods of wonder and gratitude, and be guided by the meanings they
reveal? All Things Shining says we can. Hubert Dreyfus and Sean Dorrance Kelly illuminate some of the greatest works of the West to reveal
how we have lost our passionate engagement with and responsiveness to the world. Their journey takes us from the wonder and openness of
Homer’s polytheism to the monotheism of Dante; from the autonomy of Kant to the multiple worlds of Melville; and, finally, to the spiritual
difficulties evoked by modern authors such as David Foster Wallace and Elizabeth Gilbert. Dreyfus, a philosopher at the University of
California, Berkeley, for forty years, is an original thinker who finds in the classic texts of our culture a new relevance for people’s everyday
lives. His lively, thought-provoking lectures have earned him a podcast audience that often reaches the iTunesU Top 40. Kelly, chair of the
philosophy department at Harvard University, is an eloquent new voice whose sensitivity to the sadness of the culture—and to what remains of
the wonder and gratitude that could chase it away—captures a generation adrift. Re-envisioning modern spiritual life through their examination
of literature, philosophy, and religious testimony, Dreyfus and Kelly unearth ancient sources of meaning, and teach us how to rediscover the
sacred, shining things that surround us every day. This book will change the way we understand our culture, our history, our sacred practices,
and ourselves. It offers a new—and very old—way to celebrate and be grateful for our existence in the modern world.
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