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Over 200 species, hybrids, and cultivars from all genera of carnivorous plants are described in this comprehensive volume. Detailed
cultivation advice is provided to enable readers to select and place the right plants, while information on how to feed carnivorous plants will
enable even the most squeamish grower to ensure that plants receive the nutrients they require.
It's time for plant lovers to dust off their houseplants, update their image, and discover just how exciting, trendy, and crucial plants can be in
the home. The Unexpected Houseplant, by renowned plant authority Tovah Martin, isn't your typical, old-fashioned, dowdy houseplant book.
Martin's approach is revolutionary—picture brilliant spring bulbs by the bed, lush perennials brought in from the garden, quirky succulents in
the kitchen, even flowering vines and small trees growing beside an easy chair. Martin brings an evangelist's zeal to the task of convincing
homeowners that indoor plants aren't just a luxury—they're a necessity. In addition to design flair, houseplants clean indoor air, which can be
up to ten times more polluted. Along with loads of visual inspiration, readers will learn how to make unusual selections, where to best position
plants in the home, and valuable tips on watering, feeding, grooming, pruning, and troubleshooting, season by season.
"Highly entertaining…Mabey gets us to look at life from the plants’ point of view." —Constance Casey, New York Times The Cabaret of Plants
is a masterful, globe-trotting exploration of the relationship between humans and the kingdom of plants by the renowned naturalist Richard
Mabey. A rich, sweeping, and wonderfully readable work of botanical history, The Cabaret of Plants explores dozens of plant species that for
millennia have challenged our imaginations, awoken our wonder, and upturned our ideas about history, science, beauty, and belief. Going
back to the beginnings of human history, Mabey shows how flowers, trees, and plants have been central to human experience not just as
sources of food and medicine but as objects of worship, actors in creation myths, and symbols of war and peace, life and death. Writing in a
celebrated style that the Economist calls “delightful and casually learned,” Mabey takes readers from the Himalayas to Madagascar to the
Amazon to our own backyards. He ranges through the work of writers, artists, and scientists such as da Vinci, Keats, Darwin, and van Gogh
and across nearly 40,000 years of human history: Ice Age images of plant life in ancient cave art and the earliest representations of the
Garden of Eden; Newton’s apple and gravity, Priestley’s sprig of mint and photosynthesis, and Wordsworth’s daffodils; the history of
cultivated plants such as maize, ginseng, and cotton; and the ways the sturdy oak became the symbol of British nationhood and the giant
sequoia came to epitomize the spirit of America. Complemented by dozens of full-color illustrations, The Cabaret of Plants is the magnum
opus of a great naturalist and an extraordinary exploration of the deeply interwined history of humans and the natural world.
Explores a variety of carnivorous plants, discussing how they entice, catch, and digest their prey and provides instructions on how to cultivate
them.
In this darkly comical look at the sinister side of our relationship with the natural world, Stewart has tracked down over one hundred of our
worst entomological foes—creatures that infest, infect, and generally wreak havoc on human affairs. From the world’s most painful hornet, to
the flies that transmit deadly diseases, to millipedes that stop traffic, to the “bookworms” that devour libraries, to the Japanese beetles
munching on your roses, Wicked Bugs delves into the extraordinary powers of six- and eight-legged creatures. With wit, style, and exacting
research, Stewart has uncovered the most terrifying and titillating stories of bugs gone wild. It’s an A to Z of insect enemies, interspersed
with sections that explore bugs with kinky sex lives (“She’s Just Not That Into You”), creatures lurking in the cupboard (“Fear No Weevil”),
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insects eating your tomatoes (“Gardener’s Dirty Dozen”), and phobias that feed our (sometimes) irrational responses to bugs (“Have No
Fear”). Intricate and strangely beautiful etchings and drawings by Briony Morrow-Cribbs capture diabolical bugs of all shapes and sizes in
this mixture of history, science, murder, and intrigue that begins—but doesn’t end—in your own backyard.
This beautifully illustrated guide to these striking yet simple plants “offers fresh possibilities” for home decor and more (Publishers Weekly).
The incredible thing about tillandsias—a.k.a. air plants—is that they don’t need soil. That means you can dangle or perch these easy-care
plants almost anywhere. In this gorgeously photographed volume, artist and horticulturist Zenaida Sengo explores the creative design and
décor possibilities of these curious plants. Air Plants offers a comprehensive introduction to tillandsias, explaining their unique qualities and
easy care techniques. It also showcases creative ideas for displaying tillandsias—from unique containers, like dishware, leather bowls, and
baskets to mounting them on walls and suspending from the ceiling. Six step-by-step projects include a wood mount, a wall hook, lasso-andhook wiring, a ceramic-frame garden, and three unique terrariums. Sengo even shares ideas for living hair accessories and jewelry!
This is the definitive text for potting, maintaining, and loving your houseplants. Houseplants have the power to transform any room. With their
lush foliage and structural beauty, they help create indoor oases that bring a sense of tranquility to our busy lives. Fostering a connection to
plants has many positive implications for us and our environment by strengthening our relationship with the natural world. In Plantopedia,
Lauren Camilleri and Sophia Kaplan from Leaf Supply present the definitive guide to keeping happy, healthy houseplants in any space.
Featuring: • More than 130 plant profiles including foliage plants, succulents and cacti, as well as rarer gems of the plant world. • Detailed
care information including troubleshooting tips and tricks to ensure that your houseplants thrive. • Plants for all levels of indoor gardeners,
from budding novices to green thumbs and beyond.
A captivating history of one of the world's most iconic and mysterious flowers Bewitched by a lotus which flowered from three-thousandyearold seeds in his English garden, Mark Griffiths set out to track the origins and significance of this sublime plant in this beautifully-illustrated
book. The Lotus Quest takes Griffiths from the headquarters of the Linnaean Society in London to a mountain top in northern Japan. As he
travels in search of this ancient flower, Griffiths looks at the lotus's significance in ancient Egypt and India, the plant's medicinal uses and the
inspiration it has provided to Western artists. As he tracks the plant, its story unveils a stunning vision of Japan's feudal era with visits to
shrines, ruins, gardens and wild landscapes as well as meetings with priests and archaeologists, philosophers and anthropologists,
gardeners and botanists, poets and artists. He even dines on the lotus in a Tokyo cafe. By the end of Griffiths' journey, when he reaches the
hauntingly beautiful Japanese temple of Chuson-ji, readers will finally understand why the lotus has obsessed people throughout the ages.

“A beautiful tour through some of the loveliest gardens in the world!” —Peter H. Raven, President Emeritus at Missouri Botanical
Garden A steep hillside oasis in Singapore, a garden distinguished by shape and light in Marrakech, a haunting tree museum in
Switzerland—these are just a few of the extraordinary outdoor havens visited in Gardenlust. In this sumptuous global tour of
modern gardens, intrepid plant expert Christopher Woods spotlights 50 modern gardens that push boundaries and define natural
beauty in significant ways. Featuring both private and public gardens, this journey makes its way from the Americas and Europe to
Australia and New Zealand, with stops in Asia, Africa, and the Arabian Peninsula. Along the way, you'll learn about the people,
plants, and stories that make these iconic gardens so lust-worthy. As inspiring as it is insightful, Gardenlust will delight your
passion for garden inspiration—and the many places it grows.
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This exuberant celebration of the weird and wonderful world of plants is full of unexpected facts, perfect for budding botanists and
armchair art lovers alike. A vibrant, close-up exploration of plants, this colourful book focuses on the extraordinary and
unexpected, from the tiny bee orchid to the mighty strangler fig. Looking at plants from across the globe, the specimens featured
include carnivorous and poisonous species; plants that provide us with food, materials, or medicine; those that have a special
symbiotic relationship with animals or other plants; as well as especially rare or record-breaking species. Among many other
awesome plants, discover: Lithops hookeri, the pebble plant that disguises itself as a stone to hide from predators; Nepenthes
lowii, the tree shrew toilet pitcher that thrives on nutrients from tree shrew droppings; Drosera rotundifolia, the sundew that digests
insects after trapping them with sticky dew-like droplets; and Selaginella lepidophylla, the resurrection plant that can survive for
years without any rainwater at all. As you explore these amazing species, gain a foundation of knowledge about the plant
kingdom. How do plants get energy? Can plants talk? Why do plants have flowers? Can plants move? Learn how plants get
energy and nutrients, how animals and plants work together, how plants can send out chemical messages, and finally, how to
protect plants and their habitats. Bursting with colour, there’s something new and unexpected to discover on every page of this
celebration of fierce and fabulous plants.
A lavishly illustrated introduction to meat-eating plants Fresh as a daisy, pretty as a rose: most plants are commonly characterized
by their gentle beauty or delicate sensory qualities. Carnivorous plants, on the other hand, are quite literally out for blood. These
beautiful yet deadly plants use their singular adaptations--like sweet nectar, mesmerizing colors, or biological restroom facilities--to
trap, kill, and eat everything from insects to crustaceans, reptiles to rodents. This pocketbook from Kew showcases forty examples
of this fascinating group of vegetal meat-eaters, from the famed Venus flytrap to the lesser-known but equally intriguing pitcher
plant and sundew. Each plant is paired with a striking painting drawn from Kew's Library, Art and Archives, one of the most
extensive botanical libraries in the world. Featuring an introduction by weird plant expert Chris Thorogood, this book is a perfect
overview of those plants that turn the natural food chain on its head.
For many people, the story of Charles Darwin goes like this: he ventured to the Galapagos Islands on the Beagle, was inspired by
the biodiversity of the birds he saw there, and immediately returned home to write his theory of evolution. But this simplified
narrative is inaccurate and lacking: it leaves out a major part of Darwin’s legacy. He published On the Origin of Species nearly
thirty years after his voyages. And much of his life was spent experimenting with and observing plants. Darwin was a brilliant and
revolutionary botanist whose observations and theories were far ahead of his time. With Darwin’s Most Wonderful Plants, biologist
and gardening expert Ken Thompson restores this important aspect of Darwin’s biography while also delighting in the botanical
world that captivated the famous scientist. Thompson traces how well Darwin’s discoveries have held up, revealing that many are
remarkably long-lasting. Some findings are only now being confirmed and extended by high-tech modern research, while some
have been corrected through recent analysis. We learn from Thompson how Darwin used plants to shape his most famous theory
and then later how he used that theory to further push the boundaries of botanical knowledge. We also get to look over Darwin’s
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shoulder as he labors, learning more about his approach to research and his astonishing capacity for hard work. Darwin’s genius
was to see the wonder and the significance in the ordinary and mundane, in the things that most people wouldn’t look at twice.
Both Thompson and Darwin share a love for our most wonderful plants and the remarkable secrets they can unlock. This book will
instill that same joy in casual gardeners and botany aficionados alike.
A new play by a rising Mexican playwright is premiering, and Eve and her lover, Silvio Aguilar, are there -- the writer is Silvio's
friend from their barrio days. When the lead actress is a no-show, Eve quickly uncovers that Silvio has complicated past ties to the
missing diva. But there is no time for hurt, betrayal, or suspicion -- not when there are signs of a struggle at the actress's
bungalow. To make matters worse, an eager young reporter, whom Eve is mentoring, keeps insinuating herself into the case at
every turn, crossing ethical lines that could bring Eve down with her. . . or get them both killed.
If you'd like to grow your own food but don't think you have the space, look up! In urban and suburban areas across the country,
farms and gardens are growing atop the rooftops of residential and commercial buildings. In this accessible guide, author Annie
Novak's passion shines as she draws on her experience as a pioneering sky-high farmer to teach best practices for raising
vegetables, herbs, flowers, and trees. The book also includes interviews, expert essays, and farm and garden profiles from across
the country, so you'll find advice that works no matter where you live. Featuring the brass tacks on green roofs, container
gardening, hydroponics, greenhouse growing, crop planning, pest management, harvesting tips, and more, The Rooftop Growing
Guide will have you reimagining the possibilities of your own skyline.
“If you want to grow plants indoors, you need this book.” —Niki Jabbour, author and staff writer at savvygardening.com Gardening
Under Lights is a highly-detailed, accessible guide for seed starters, plant collectors, houseplant fans, and anyone who wants to
successfully garden indoors any time of the year. You’ll learn the basics of photosynthesis, the science of light, how to accurately
measure how much light a plant needs, and details about the most up-to-date tools and gear available. Also included are tips and
techniques for helping ornamental plants (like orchids, succulents, bonsai, and more) and edible plants (arugula, cannabis,
oregano, tomatoes, and more) thrive indoors. Whether you are a vegetable gardener who wants to extend the growing season, a
balcony gardener short on outdoor space, or a specialty plant collector, Gardening Under Lights is a must-have.
A terrarium is nothing less than a miniature world—one that you can create yourself. It might be a tiny rainforest, with lush foliage
and bright tropical flowers. Or a desert, with strange succulents planted among colorful stones. Or a Victorian fernery. Or a
minimalist composition with a single, perfect plant. Or it might not contain any plants at all. It might be made with crystals, feathers,
bones, seashells, bits of wood, porcelain trinkets—anything that catches your fancy and helps create a mood or look. Whatever
they contain, terrariums are the ultimate in modern, affordable, easy-care décor. Terrarium Craft features fifty original designs that
you can re-create or use as inspiration for your own design. Each entry comes with clear step-by-step directions on how to
assemble and care for your terrarium. You’ll also find helpful information about selecting a container, using appropriate materials,
choosing the right plants, and maintaining your terrarium. (Hint: It’s easy! In fact, many terrariums are self-sustaining, requiring no
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maintenance whatsoever!)
This beautifully illustrated book follows the amazing story of plant evolution, from the first plants arriving on a dark and lifeless
planet to the colorful—often weird and wonderful—world of today’s varied and vibrant plant life.
Most living carnivorous marsupials lead a secretive and solitary existence. From tiny insect eaters to the formidable Tasmanian
Devil, Secret Lives of Carnivorous Marsupials offers rare insight into the history and habits of these creatures – from their
discovery by intrepid explorers and scientists to their unique life cycles and incredible ways of hunting prey. Secret Lives of
Carnivorous Marsupials provides a guide to the world’s 136 living species of carnivorous marsupials and is packed with neverbefore-seen photos. Biogeography, relationships and conservation are also covered in detail. Readers are taken on a journey
through remote Australia, the Americas and dark, mysterious New Guinea – some of the last truly wild places on Earth. The book
describes frenzied mating sessions, minuscule mammals that catch prey far larger than themselves, and extinct predators
including marsupial lions, wolves and even sabre-toothed kangaroos.
Carnivorous PlantsGardening with Extraordinary BotanicalsTimber Press
“No matter the size or shape of your growing area, this will guide you through creating a butterfly-friendly space.” —Mother Earth
News Welcome the world’s most exquisite visitors to your garden! Gardening for Butterflies, by the experts at the Xerces Society,
introduces you to a variety of butterflies who need our help, and shows you how to design a habitat where they will thrive. This
optimistic call to arms is packed with everything you need to create a beautiful, pollinator-friendly garden. You will learn why
butterflies matter, why they are in danger, and what simple steps we can take to make a difference. You'll also learn how to
choose the right plants and how to create a garden that flutters and flourishes with life.
Plants sit at the bottom of the food chain. They provide meals for the vast majority of animals on earth, but what if the food chain
were upset? Strange as it may sound, there are places on virtually every continent where plants are the hunters and animals the
hunted. Some plants move so quickly that insects do not know what hit them. Others lay elaborate traps to lure their prey.
Featuring stunning full-color photographs, informative sidebars, and accessible text, this book will fascinate young readers as it
introduces them to real meat-eating plants of the world.
Get closer to nature than you've ever been before with this jaw-dropping guide to our wonderful world. Marvel at the breathtaking
photography showcasing flora and fauna in the most incredible, intricate detail. From ants to elephants, the animal kingdom is
explored and explained in this extraordinary encyclopedia that puts you at the heart of the action. See the tiny spines on a stinging
nettle, watch lichen spreading over a tree, and observe the secret suckers on an iguana's feet. The mysteries of the natural world
are displayed in brand new images, together with cross-sections, macro, and electron microscope images. Alongside the utterly
absorbing visual content, Explanatorium of Nature brings its own fountain of knowledge about how nature works. For instance, did
you know baby foxes that are born with blue eyes turn to gold? Or that reptile scales are made from the same material as your
fingernails? Discover how spiders spin webs, how birds fly, how snakes kill, and much, much more. This irresistible ebook is a
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guaranteed favorite for animal lovers, nature enthusiasts, and budding wildlife experts everywhere.
An exciting and refreshing call to arms, The Planthunter is a new generation of gardening book for a new generation of gardener
that encourages readers to fall in love with the natural world by falling in love with plants.
This remarkable book reveals the story of 40 of the world's most fascinating plants. The plants are explored through specially
selected facsimile texts from the Archives at Kew and expert introductions, as well as exceptional and beautiful illustrations. The
Botanical Treasury also includes 40 beautifully reproduced prints of the plants which can then be framed, allowing the reader to
truly appreciate these magnificent plants. Written by Kew's experts and curated by Christopher Mills, previously Head of Kew's
Library, Art and Archives.

Carnivorous plants have fascinated botanists, evolutionary biologists, ecologists, physiologists, developmental biologists,
anatomists, horticulturalists, and the general public for centuries. Charles Darwin was the first scientist to demonstrate
experimentally that some plants could actuallyattract, kill, digest, and absorb nutrients from insect prey; his book
Insectivorous Plants (1875) remains a widely-cited classic. Since then, many movies and plays, short stories, novels,
coffee-table picture books, and popular books on the cultivation of carnivorous plants have been produced.However, all
of these widely read products depend on accurate scientific information, and most of them have repeated and recycled
data from just three comprehensive, but now long out of date, scientific monographs. The field has evolved and changed
dramatically in the nearly 30 years since the lastof these books was published, and thousands of scientific papers on
carnivorous plants have appeared in the academic journal literature. In response, Ellison and Adamec have assembled
the world's leading experts to provide a truly modern synthesis. They examine every aspect of physiology,biochemistry,
genomics, ecology, and evolution of these remarkable plants, culminating in a description of the serious threats they now
face from over-collection, poaching, habitat loss, and climatic change which directly threaten their habitats and continued
persistence in them.a href="http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/aaron-ellison"Aaron Ellison/a
Explore the darker side of nature with this accessible guide to choosing, growing, and caring for carnivorous and
predatory plants like Venus flytraps, pitcher plants, sundews, and other spooky guys. Carnivorous plants: they're weird,
they're gorgeous, and they're the perfect addition to your urban jungle of pothos, snake plants, and succulents. However,
they can also be intimidating to grow and care for. Let Killer Plants be your guide as it walks you through the different
types of carnivorous plants and how to keep each variety alive and well. The book answers the many questions you may
have surrounding these freaks of nature, such as: Where the heck do I buy a pitcher plant? Can I grow it from a seed?
Do I need to feed my carnivorous plant flies, or can it survive on water and light alone? What carnivorous plants are safe
to have around pets and kids? I have a gnat problem -- what predatory plant can help?
Page 6/10

Where To Download Carnivorous Plants Gardening With Extraordinary Botanicals
Once known only to collectors, adolescent boys, and fans of the cult film The Little Shop of Horrors, carnivorous plants
are poised to be the next big trend in home gardening. They provide striking architectural style and can be grown indoors
and outdoors. Carnivorous Plants is an accessible, smartly designed guide to growing this unusual group of plants. It
offers a general introduction to the world of carnivorous plants, and growing and cultivation information for commonly
available and easily grown varieties. Nigel Hewitt-Cooper also provides advice on where to grow the plants; year-round
care, cultivation, and maintenance; and a directory of the best carnivorous plants for home gardeners.
For the first time, this extraordinary compilation showcases weird, mysterious and bizarre plants from around the world.
Plants trick, kill, steal and kidnap, and this unique book explores a fascinating world in which plants have turned the
tables on animals. Author Chris Thorogood showcases these plant behaviours, the interrelationships among plants, the
interdependencies between plants and animals, and the intrigue of plant evolution. All types of weird and sinister are
featured in this book, from carnivorous plants that drug, drown and consume unsuspecting insect prey; giant pitcher
plants that have evolved toilets for tree shrews; flowers that mimic rotting flesh to attract pollinating flies, and orchids that
duplicitously look, feel and even smell like a female insect to bamboozle sex-crazed male bees.
Few groups of plants capture the imagination like these carnivores. Among the best known are the Venus fly trap and the
various pitcher plants; these and many others are covered.
Gardeners love tulips, lilies, and pansies—the common, but beautiful, plants found in the average garden. But there are
realms in the plant world far beyond these familiar favorites. In Bizarre Botanicals, plant experts Larry Mellichamp and
Paula Gross take readers on a curious botanical journey of weirdly wonderful plants that can be grown at home. Bizarre
Botanicals features over 75 astonishing plants that have extraordinary abilities—from pyrotechnic spores that can burst
into flame when ignited to flowers that lure insects to their deaths. Each plant profile includes essential care and
cultivation information. A difficulty scale alerts gardeners to how easy (or difficult) it is to grow the plant at home. There’s
no reason to forsake lilies and petunias. But after reading Bizarre Botanicals, gardeners will want to take a walk on the
weird side and try a few of these peculiar plants for themselves.
The Study of Plants in a Whole New Light “Matt Candeias succeeds in evoking the wonder of plants with wit and
wisdom.” ?James T. Costa, PhD, executive director, Highlands Biological Station and author of Darwin's Backyard #1
New Release in Nature & Ecology, Plants, Botany, Horticulture, Trees, Biological Sciences, and Nature Writing & Essays
In his debut book, internationally-recognized blogger and podcaster Matt Candeias celebrates the nature of plants and
the extraordinary world of plant organisms. A botanist’s defense. Since his early days of plant restoration, this amateur
plant scientist has been enchanted with flora and the greater environmental ecology of the planet. Now, he looks at the
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study of plants through the lens of his ever-growing houseplant collection. Using gardening, houseplants, and examples
of plants around you, In Defense of Plants changes your relationship with the world from the comfort of your windowsill.
The ruthless, horny, and wonderful nature of plants. Understand how plants evolve and live on Earth with a never-beforeseen look into their daily drama. Inside, Candeias explores the incredible ways plants live, fight, have sex, and conquer
new territory. Whether a blossoming botanist or a professional plant scientist, In Defense of Plants is for anyone who
sees plants as more than just static backdrops to more charismatic life forms. In this easily accessible introduction to the
incredible world of plants, you’ll find: • Fantastic botanical histories and plant symbolism • Passionate stories of flora
diversity and scientific names of plant organisms • Personal tales of plantsman discovery through the study of plants If
you enjoyed books like The Botany of Desire, What a Plant Knows, or The Soul of an Octopus, then you’ll love In
Defense of Plants.
Carnivorous plants are a unique botanical group, possessing modified leaves to trap, kill, and consume small creatures.
As a result they are often depicted as killers in films and literature—from Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors to the worlddominating plants of The Day of the Triffids—yet many people regard carnivorous plants as exotic and beautiful
specimens to collect and display. In this abundantly illustrated and highly entertaining book, Dan Torre describes the
evolution, structure, and scientific background of carnivorous plants. Examining their cultural and social history, he also
shows how they have inspired our imagination and been represented in art, literature, cinema, animation, and popular
culture. From the Venus flytrap—a species endemic to the Carolinas—to pitcher plants, this fascinating history of these
singular, arresting, beautiful, yet deadly plants is certain to be devoured.
“Atkinson and Jewell invite each of us to reimagine one’s connection to the land while cultivating nature close to home. A mustread for anyone searching for inspired solutions for designing or refining a garden.” —Emily Murphy, founder of Pass the Pistil
From windswept deserts to misty seaside hills and verdant valleys, the natural landscapes of the American West offer an
astounding variety of climates for gardens. Under Western Skies reveals thirty-six of the most innovative designs—all embracing
and celebrating the very soul of the land on which they grow. For the gardeners featured here, nature is the ultimate inspiration
rather than something to be dominated, and Under Western Skies shows the strong connection each garden has with its place.
Packed with Atkinson’s stunning photographs and illuminated by Jewell’s deep interest in the relationships between people and
the spaces they inhabit, Under Western Skies offers page after page of encouraging ingenuity and inventive design for passionate
gardeners who call the West home.
This sweeping portrait of the world’s uncontested six-legged conquerors will open your eyes to the secret societies thriving right
beneath your feet—and shift your perspective on humanity. Ants number in the ten quadrillions, and they have been here since the
Jurassic era. Inside an anthill, you’ll find high drama worthy of a royal court; and between colonies, high-stakes geopolitical
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intrigue is afoot. Just like us, ants grow crops, raise livestock, tend their young and infirm, and make vaccines. And, just like us,
ants have a dark side: They wage war, despoil environments, and enslave rivals—but also rebel against their oppressors.
Engineered by nature to fulfill their particular roles, ants flawlessly perform a complex symphony of tasks to sustain their
colony—seemingly without a conductor—from fearsome army ants, who stage twelve-hour hunting raids where they devour
thousands, to gentle leafcutters cooperatively gardening in their peaceful underground kingdoms. Acclaimed biologist Susanne
Foitzik has traveled the globe to study these master architects of Earth. Joined by journalist Olaf Fritsche, Foitzik invites readers
deep into her world—in the field and in the lab. (How do you observe the behavior of ants just millimeters long—or dissect a brain the
width of a needle?) Richly illustrated and photographed in full color, Empire of Ants will inspire new respect for ants as a global
superpower—and raise new questions about the very meaning of “civilization.”
The book that helped make Michael Pollan, the New York Times bestselling author of How to Change Your Mind, Cooked and The
Omnivore’s Dilemma, one of the most trusted food experts in America Every schoolchild learns about the mutually beneficial
dance of honeybees and flowers: The bee collects nectar and pollen to make honey and, in the process, spreads the flowers’
genes far and wide. In The Botany of Desire, Michael Pollan ingeniously demonstrates how people and domesticated plants have
formed a similarly reciprocal relationship. He masterfully links four fundamental human desires—sweetness, beauty, intoxication,
and control—with the plants that satisfy them: the apple, the tulip, marijuana, and the potato. In telling the stories of four familiar
species, Pollan illustrates how the plants have evolved to satisfy humankind’s most basic yearnings. And just as we’ve benefited
from these plants, we have also done well by them. So who is really domesticating whom?
For seventy years, The Natural Gardens of North Carolina has been a must-read volume for anyone interested in wildflowers,
native plants, ecology, or conservation in the state. This handsome revised edition features new line drawings and color
photographs, an appendix that updates the botanical nomenclature, an introduction that focuses on B. W. Wells and his passion
for the state's landscape, and an afterword that discusses the continuing relevance of Wells's ideas. One of the first scientists to
write and lecture about ecology, Wells introduced North Carolinians to the extraordinary tapestry of "natural gardens," or plant
communities, within the state's borders back in 1932. His purpose was to help readers understand a plant within its community--a
pioneering concept at the time--and to promote conservation. Moving from the Atlantic coast westward, Wells identifies eleven
major natural gardens: the sand dune community, salt marsh, freshwater marsh, swamp forest, aquatic vegetation, evergreen
shrub bog (or pocosin), grass-sedge bog (or savanna), sandhill, old-field community, upland forest, and high mountain spruce-fir
forest. He devotes the first part of his book to a general account of the vegetation and habitats of each community and then
identifies and describes the wildflowers found there.
Five years after returning from his trip around the world, young Charles Darwin became the owner of Down House in Kent,
England, where he moved his growing family, far away from the turmoil and distractions of London. He would live there for the rest
of his life, and it would become the place where he began work on his masterpiece, On the Origin of Species. For almost twenty
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years, he used the garden around him as a laboratory. In the orchard, he conducted experiments on pollination. He built a
dovecote where breeding new strains of pigeons helped him understand the intricacies of generation. On his daily walk along the
sandbank, he observed how plants competed for survival. In solitude he struggled with the ideas of evolution that had haunted him
since his voyage, which, in turn, gave him the courage to publish his revolutionary ideas. Bringing Darwin's garden to the present
day, Boulter unfolds a shining portrait of the formation of one of England's greatest thinkers and his relationship with the place he
loved, and shows how his experiments—conducted more than 150 years ago—are still revealing new proofs as we continue to
search for the origins of life.
Poison has caused some of history's most dramatic deaths--yet a fine line separates healing from killing: the difference lies in the
dosage! Folklorist Fez Inkwright returns to the archives to reveal fascinating stories behind a variety of lethal plants, witching
herbs, and funghi. Going from A to Z, she covers everything from apple to oleander, beautifully illustrating each plant herself. This
enthralling treasury is packed with insight and lore on the mysteries of everyday flora.
A glorious, sweeping novel of desire, ambition, and the thirst for knowledge, from the # 1 New York Times bestselling author of Eat
Pray Love, Big Magic, and City of Girls In The Signature of All Things, Elizabeth Gilbert returns to fiction, inserting her inimitable
voice into an enthralling story of love, adventure and discovery. Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the
novel follows the fortunes of the extraordinary Whittaker family as led by the enterprising Henry Whittaker—a poor-born Englishman
who makes a great fortune in the South American quinine trade, eventually becoming the richest man in Philadelphia. Born in
1800, Henry’s brilliant daughter, Alma (who inherits both her father’s money and his mind), ultimately becomes a botanist of
considerable gifts herself. As Alma’s research takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, she falls in love with a man named
Ambrose Pike who makes incomparable paintings of orchids and who draws her in the exact opposite direction—into the realm of
the spiritual, the divine, and the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist; Ambrose a utopian artist—but what unites this unlikely
couple is a desperate need to understand the workings of this world and the mechanisms behind all life. Exquisitely researched
and told at a galloping pace, The Signature of All Things soars across the globe—from London to Peru to Philadelphia to Tahiti to
Amsterdam, and beyond. Along the way, the story is peopled with unforgettable characters: missionaries, abolitionists,
adventurers, astronomers, sea captains, geniuses, and the quite mad. But most memorable of all, it is the story of Alma Whittaker,
who—born in the Age of Enlightenment, but living well into the Industrial Revolution—bears witness to that extraordinary moment in
human history when all the old assumptions about science, religion, commerce, and class were exploding into dangerous new
ideas. Written in the bold, questing spirit of that singular time, Gilbert’s wise, deep, and spellbinding tale is certain to capture the
hearts and minds of readers.
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