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California has long been a bellwether state -- a place where crucial trends that
eventually spread throughout the U.S. first take root. Its national and international
influence is driven by one of the largest economies in the world, by its
extraordinary technological and cultural innovations, and by a disproportionately
affluent and activist population larger than that of entire countries. In short, the
issues of California are the issues that are likely to have an impact on the rest of
America, and college students in California are well served by studying, thinking,
and writing about their home state in their composition courses. "California
Dreams and Realities" is the one composition reader that allows students to do
just that.
California Dreams and RealitiesReadings for Critical Thinkers and
WritersBedford/St. Martin's
This book aims to clarify the debate between moral relativists and moral
absolutists by showing what is right and what is wrong about each of these
positions, by revealing how the phenomenon of moral diversity is connected with
moral relativism, and by arguing for the importance of relationships between
persons as key to reaching a satisfactory understanding of the issues involved in
the debate.
Early European explorers regularly portrayed California as an island on their
maps, mistaking the Gulf of California as extending northward without limit. This
volume is written to show that California history can also be presented in a
different way: its thesis, plainly stated, is that California (despite all of its unique
qualities) has never been an island.
Naráyana’s best-seller gives its reader much more than “Friendly Advice.” In
one handy collection—closely related to the world-famous Pañcatantra or Five
Discourses on Worldly Wisdom —numerous animal fables are interwoven with
human stories, all designed to instruct wayward princes. Tales of canny
procuresses compete with those of cunning crows and tigers. An intrusive ass is
simply thrashed by his master, but the meddlesome monkey ends up with his
testicles crushed. One prince manages to enjoy himself with a merchant’s wife
with her husband’s consent, while another is kicked out of paradise by a painted
image. This volume also contains the compact version of King Víkrama’s
Adventures, thirty-two popular tales about a generous emperor, told by thirty-two
statuettes adorning his lion-throne. Co-published by New York University Press
and the JJC Foundation For more on this title and other titles in the Clay Sanskrit
series, please visit http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org
Based on the author's dissertation (Columbia University).
Tells a story about the strange relationship of two migrant workers who are able
to realize their dreams of an easy life until one of them succumbs to his
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weakness for soft, helpless creatures and strangles a farmer's wife.
Fat City is a vivid novel of allegiance and defeat, of the potent promise of the
good life and the desperation and drink that waylay those whom it eludes.
Stockton, California is the setting: the Lido Gym, the Hotel Coma, Main Street
lunchrooms and dingy bars, days like long twilights in houses obscured by
untrimmed shrubs and black walnut trees. When two men meet in the ring -- the
retired boxer Billy Tully and the newcomer Ernie Munger - their brief bout sets
into motion their hidden fates, initiating young Ernie into the company of men and
luring Tully back into training. In a dispassionate and composed voice, Gardner
narrates their swings of fortune, and the plodding optimism of their manager
Ruben Luna, as he watches the most promising boys one by one succumb to
some undefined weakness; still, "There was always someone who wanted to
fight."
From the acclaimed Booker Prize-winning author comes a dazzling novel of
family, love and love's disappointments Anna's aged mother is dying.
Condemned by her children's pity to living, subjected to increasingly desperate
medical interventions, she turns her focus to her hospital window, through which
she escapes into visions of horror and delight. When Anna's finger vanishes and
a few months later her knee disappears, Anna too feels the pull of the window.
She begins to see that all around her, others are similarly vanishing, yet no one
else notices. All Anna can do is keep her mother alive. But the window keeps
opening wider, taking Anna and the reader ever deeper into an eerily beautiful
story of grief and possibility, of loss and love and orange-bellied parrots. Hailed
on publication in Australia as Richard Flanagan's greatest novel yet, The Living
Sea of Waking Dreams is a rising ember storm illuminating what remains when
the inferno beckons: one part elegy, one part dream, one part hope.
This volume deals with the years of World War II and after. In the 1940s
California changed from a regional centre into the dominant economic, social and
cultural force it has been in America ever since.
Kevin Starr is the foremost chronicler of the California dream and indeed one of
the finest narrative historians writing today on any subject. The first two
installments of his monumental cultural history, "Americans and the California
Dream," have been hailed as "mature, well-proportioned and marvelously diverse
(and diverting)" (The New York Times Book Review) and "rich in details and alive
with interesting, and sometimes incredible people" (Los Angeles Times). Now, in
Material Dreams, Starr turns to one of the most vibrant decades in the Golden
State's history, the 1920s, when some two million Americans migrated to
California, the vast majority settling in or around Los Angeles. In a lively and
eminently readable narrative, Starr reveals how Los Angeles arose almost
defiantly on a site lacking many of the advantages required for urban
development, creating itself out of sheer will, the Great Gatsby of American cities.
He describes how William Ellsworth Smyth, the Peter the Hermit of the Irrigation
Crusade, the self-educated, Irish engineer William Mulholland (who built the main
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aquaducts to Los Angeles), and George Chaffey (who diverted the Colorado
River, transforming desert into the lush Imperial Valley) brought life-supporting
water to the arid South. He examines the discovery of oil, the boosters and land
developers, the evangelists (such as Bob Shuler, the Methodist Savanarola of
Los Angeles, and Aimee Semple McPherson), and countless other colorful
figures of the period. There are also fascinating sections on the city's architecture
the impact of the automobile on city planning, the Hollywood film community, the
L.A. literati, and much more. By the end of the decade, Los Angeles had tripled in
population and become the fifth largest city in the nation. In Material Dreams,
Starr captures this explosive growth in a narrative tour de force that combines
wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose.
Inside Out and Back Again meets Millicent Min, Girl Genius in this timely, hopeful
middle-grade novel with a contemporary Chinese twist. Winner of the Asian /
Pacific American Award for Children's Literature!* "Many readers will recognize
themselves or their neighbors in these pages." -- Kirkus Reviews, starred
reviewMia Tang has a lot of secrets.Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big
house. Every day, while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia
manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests.Number 2:
Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out
they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be
doomed.Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom
thinks she should stick to math because English is not her first language?It will
take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will
she be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr.
Yao, and go for her dreams?Front Desk joins the Scholastic Gold line, which
features award-winning and beloved novels. Includes exclusive bonus content!
Those Radio Days by A.S. Merwin
Play was performed by Aboriginal cast at 1982 Festival of Perth.
This volume, the fourth in a series, brings together the conversations of the profession
that were explored during the 1993 and 1994 Summer Institute for Teachers of
Literature. This anthology of essays considers what "American literature" is and how
definitions of this category affect teaching practices. The essays argue for the recovery
of often overlooked writers and works such as slave narratives, works by Native
Americans, 19th-century women regionalists, and African-American, Asian-American,
Caribbean, and Latino literature. Issues of pedagogy are also explored, i.e., current
debates over canon formation, ethnicity, and representation. Essays and their authors
are: (1) "Not Born on the Fourth of July: Cultural Differences and American Studies"
(Gregory S. Jay); (2) "'Not in the Least American': Nineteenth-Century Literary
Regionalism as UnAmerican Literature" (Judith Fetterley); (3) "Transcendentalism Then
and Now: Towards a Dialogic Theory and Praxis of Multicultural U.S. Literature"
(AnaLouise Keating); (4) "A Fusion of Cultures: The Complexities of the Caribbean
Character in Literature" (Elizabeth Nunez); (5) "Teaching and Learning across Cultures:
The Literature Classroom as a Site for Cultural Transactions" (Joyce C. Harte); (6)
"Remembering as Resistance in the Literature of Women of Color" (Brenda M.
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Greene); (7) "Crossing Cultural Boundaries with Leslie Marmon Silko's 'Ceremony'"
(Robert O'Brien Hokanson); (8) "Mirrors, Windows, and Prisms: Teaching Asian
American Literature in the P.R.C. and the U.S.A." (Mary Louise Buley-Meissner); (9)
"Father Martinez: Folk Hero or Dangerous Infidel? Rereading Willa Cather's 'Death
Comes for the Archbishop'" (Judith Beth Cohen); (10) "Negotiating Difference: Teaching
Multicultural Literature" (Patricia Bizzell); (11) "Teaching American Literature as Cultural
Encounter: Models for Organizing the Introductory Course" (Marjorie Pryse); (12) "But,
Is It Good Enough to Teach?" (Frances Smith Foster); (13) "Teaching the Rhetoric of
Race: A Rhetorical Approach to Multicultural Pedagogy" (John Alberti); (14) "Homeless
in the Golden Land: Joan Didion's Regionalism" (Louise Z. Smith); (15) "Beyond
'Beyond the Cultural Wars': Students Teaching Themselves the Conflicts" (James S.
Laughlin); and (16) "Teaching Others: A Cautionary Tale" (Joseph F. Trimmer). (NKA)
The only reader designed expressly for California composition courses, California
Dreams and Realities prompts students to think and write critically about issues specific
to their state. Fifty-three diverse readings grouped in six thematic chapters explore
California dreams, immigration, education, the environment, politics, and industry.
One of the most dramatic figures among Latin America's romantic writers and the
distinguished woman writer of her century, Juana Manuela Gorriti brings passion and
intrigue to the scene of writing. An exile from her native Argentina who sought refuge
first in Bolivia and then in Peru, her lifetime of travel and displacement is echoed in her
fictions. Her short stories tell of homelessness and nomadic yearnings, taking the
reader from the Peruvian highlands, where Spanish colonizers plot to rob the treasures
of the Incas, to the Argentine capital city plagued by sinister political intentions. Her
later fictions move from Chile to scenes of the California Gold Rush. Covering the wide
landscape of the Americas, Gorriti tracks the spirit of nineteenth-century adventurers
and dandies, nation builders and soldiers who participate in the conflicts of settlement
in a new and lawless land. Women are the protagonists here, mediating episodes of
civil strife as they voice their despair about the treachery of fortune seekers in Latin
America in the years following Independence from Spain. Dreams and Realities offers a
sampling of Gorriti's stories, showing the range of her commitment to political fiction
drawn in the romantic style. Originally published in four volumes under the titles Suenos
y realidades and Panoramas de la vida, her works deal with the tyranny of the Rosas
regime, the mediating role of women, and the clash of European and indigenous
cultures. Notwithstanding her personal political leanings, Gorriti's stories and fictions
provide a generous dose of swashbuckling adventure and romance. Translated into
English for the first time by Sergio Waisman and with an Introduction, Chronology, and
Critical Notes by Francine Masiello, the book gives a woman's view of the world of
political intrigue and civil unrest that marks Latin America's turbulent nineteenth
century.
A lively history of modern black Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the present.
California and the Melancholic American Identity in Joan Didion’s Novels: Exiled from
Eden focuses on the concept of Californian identity in the fiction of Joan Didion. This
identity is understood as melancholic, in the sense that the critics following the tradition
of both Sigmund Freud and Walter Benjamin use the word. The book traces the
progress of the way Californian identity is portrayed in Joan Didion’s novels, starting
with the first two in which California plays the central role, Run River and Play It As It
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Lays, through A Book of Common Prayer to Democracy and The Last Thing He
Wanted, where California functions only as a distant point of reference, receding to the
background of Didion’s interests. Curiously enough, Didion presents Californian history
as a history of white settlement, disregarding whole chapters of the history of the region
in which the Californios and Native Americans, among other groups, played a crucial
role: it is this reticence that the monograph sees as the main problem of Didion’s fiction
and presents it as the silent center of gravity in Didion’s oeuvre. The monograph
proposes to see the melancholy expressed by Didion’s fiction organized into four
losses: of Nature, History, Ethics, and Language; around which the main analytical
chapters are constructed. What remains unrepresented and silenced comes back to
haunt Didion’s fiction, and it results in a melancholic portrayal of California and its
identity – which is the central theme this monograph addresses.
The #1 New York Times bestseller From Vice President Kamala Harris, one of
America's most inspiring political leaders, a book about the core truths that unite us,
and the long struggle to discern what those truths are and how best to act upon them,
in her own life and across the life of our country "A life story that genuinely entrances."
—Los Angeles Times Vice President Kamala Harris's commitment to speaking truth is
informed by her upbringing. The daughter of immigrants, she was raised in an Oakland,
California community that cared deeply about social justice; her parents--an esteemed
economist from Jamaica and an admired cancer researcher from India--met as activists
in the civil rights movement when they were graduate students at Berkeley. Growing
up, Harris herself never hid her passion for justice, and when she became a prosecutor
out of law school, a deputy district attorney, she quickly established herself as one of
the most innovative change agents in American law enforcement. She progressed
rapidly to become the elected District Attorney for San Francisco, and then the chief law
enforcement officer of the state of California as a whole. Known for bringing a voice to
the voiceless, she took on the big banks during the foreclosure crisis, winning a historic
settlement for California's working families. Her hallmarks were applying a holistic, datadriven approach to many of California's thorniest issues, always eschewing stale "tough
on crime" rhetoric as presenting a series of false choices. Neither "tough" nor "soft" but
smart on crime became her mantra. Being smart means learning the truths that can
make us better as a community, and supporting those truths with all our might. That has
been the pole star that guided Harris to a transformational career as the top law
enforcement official in California, and it is guiding her now as a transformational United
States Senator, grappling with an array of complex issues that affect her state, our
country, and the world, from health care and the new economy to immigration, national
security, the opioid crisis, and accelerating inequality. By reckoning with the big
challenges we face together, drawing on the hard-won wisdom and insight from her
own career and the work of those who have most inspired her, Kamala Harris offers in
THE TRUTHS WE HOLD a master class in problem solving, in crisis management, and
leadership in challenging times. Through the arc of her own life, on into the great work
of our day, she communicates a vision of shared struggle, shared purpose, and shared
values. In a book rich in many home truths, not least is that a relatively small number of
people work very hard to convince a great many of us that we have less in common
than we actually do, but it falls to us to look past them and get on with the good work of
living our common truth. When we do, our shared effort will continue to sustain us and
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this great nation, now and in the years to come.
Poems include: All In My Head The Arranged Marriage At Muktinath At The Sati
Temple, Bikaner Bengal Night Boychild The Brides Come To Yuba City Burning Bride:
1 Burning Bride: 2 Burning Bride: 3 The Durga Batik Family Photo In Black And White
The Garba The Garland The Gift Gouri Mashima The House I, Manju: 1 I, Manju: 2 In
The Hinglaj Desert Journey The Living Goddess Speaks Living Underground: Dacca
1971 The Makers Of Chili Paste Making Samosas Mother And Child My Mother At Maui
My Mother Combs My Hair My Mother Tells Me A Story Nargis' Toilette The Quilt The
Rainflies The Rat Trap Restroom The Robbers' Cave The Room Sondra Song Of The
Fisher Wife Sudha's Story: 1 Sudha's Story: 2 Sudha's Story: 3 Traitor Body Two
Women Outside A Circus, Pushkar Villagers Visiting Jodhpur Enjoy Iced Sweets Visit
The Woman Addresses Her Sleeping Lover Yuba City School

This collection of essays written by a stellar cast of art historians and scholars
looks closely at the forces that shaped fine art and material culture in California.
Illustrations.
This edition is graced by a new foreword by Lewis Lapham.
Signs of Life in the USA teaches students to read and write critically about
popular culture by giving them a conceptual framework to do it: semiotics, a field
of critical theory developed specifically for the interpretation of culture and its
signs. Written by a prominent semiotician and an experienced writing instructor,
the text’s high-interest themes feature provocative and current reading
selections that ask students to think analytically about America’s impressive
popular culture: How is TV’s Mad Men a lightning rod for America’s polarized
political climate? Has the nature of personal identity changed in an era when we
spend so much of our lives online? Signs of Life bridges the transition to college
writing by providing students with academic language to talk about our common,
everyday cultural experience. Read the preface. Order Multimodal Readings for
Signs of Life in the USA packaged with Signs of Life in the USA, Seventh Edition
using ISBN-13: 978-1-4576-1989-2.
California has long been a bellwether state -- a place where crucial trends that
eventually spread throughout the U.S. first take root. Its national and international
influence is driven by one of the largest economies in the world, by its
extraordinary technological and cultural innovations, and by a disproportionately
affluent and activist population larger than that of entire countries. In short, the
issues of California are the issues that are likely to have an impact on the rest of
America, and college students in California are well served by studying, thinking,
and writing about their home state in their composition courses. California
Dreams and Realities is the one composition reader that allows students to do
just that.
This book is a study of grassroots performances and activism in the aftermath of
the 1992 Los Angeles riots, documenting efforts toward establishing truce
between warring street gangs, networks of support by mothers of incarcerated
youth, and the theatrical production of Anna Deavere Smith's Twighlight: Los
Angeles 1992. It situates these developments in the inter-disciplinary context of
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performance studies rooted in the history and political economy of Los Angeles.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression, a book that
galvanized—and sometimes outraged—millions of readers. First published in 1939,
Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles the
Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm
family, the Joads—driven from their homestead and forced to travel west to the
promised land of California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against
the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots evolves a
drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral vision,
elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring in its human dignity. A
portrait of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless, of one man’s
fierce reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel
captures the horrors of the Great Depression and probes into the very nature of
equality and justice in America. At once a naturalistic epic, captivity narrative,
road novel, and transcendental gospel, Steinbeck’s powerful landmark novel is
perhaps the most American of American Classics. This Centennial edition,
specially designed to commemorate one hundred years of Steinbeck, features
french flaps and deckle-edged pages. For more than sixty-five years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of
the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes
by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
From acclaimed author Linda Urban comes the funny, bittersweet story of a girl
and her ghosts—and the welcoming home they find where they least expect it.
California Poppy has been dropped off, yet again, with an unsuspecting relative.
This time it’s her eccentric Great-Aunt Monica, a woman she’s never even met.
Aunt Monica has no idea what to do with an eleven-year-old, so she puts
California to work researching their ancestor, the once-famous etiquette expert
Eleanor Fontaine. California soon discovers that Great-Great-Great Aunt Eleanor
is...not exactly alive and well, but a ghost—and a super sensitive one at that. The
grand dame bursts into clouds of dust whenever she loses her composure, which
happens quite often. Still, an unexpected four-legged friend and some oldfashioned letter writing make this decidedly strange situation one that California
can handle. Just as California’s starting to feel like she’s found a place for
herself, life turns upside-down yet again. Thankfully, this time she has some
friends almost by her side...
As Southern California was reimagining leisure and positioning it at the center of
the American Dream, African American Californians were working to make that
leisure an open, inclusive reality. By occupying recreational sites and public
spaces, African Americans challenged racial hierarchies and marked a space of
black identity on the regional landscape and social space. In Living the California
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Dream Alison Rose Jefferson examines how African Americans pioneered
America's "frontier of leisure" by creating communities and business projects in
conjunction with their growing population in Southern California during the
nation's Jim Crow era. By presenting stories of Southern California African
American oceanfront and inland leisure destinations that flourished from 1910 to
the 1960s, Jefferson illustrates how these places helped create leisure
production, purposes, and societal encounters. Black communal practices and
economic development around leisure helped define the practice and meaning of
leisure for the region and the nation, confronted the emergent power politics of
recreational space, and set the stage for the sites as places for remembrance of
invention and public contest. Living the California Dream presents the overlooked
local stories that are foundational to the national narrative of mass movement to
open recreational accommodations to all Americans and to the long freedom
rights struggle.
Spend the holidays in Silver Springs, where the greatest gift of all is the love you
never expected. Up-and-coming TV anchor Emery Bliss can’t imagine anything
more humiliating than the sex tape her ex revenge-posted online. That is, until it
causes her to lose her job on top of her self-esteem. Seeking solace—and
anonymity—in Silver Springs, Emery isn’t looking to get involved with another
man any time soon. But when she’s thrown back into contact with Dallas Turner,
she sees something that his many detractors have missed. Being home for the
holidays and his adoptive mother’s wedding isn’t where mountain climber Dallas
feels most comfortable. Thanks to his troubled childhood, he’d rather be on a
rock face alone than trying to connect with people. Emery, however, makes him
want to overcome his past…somehow. Both Emery and Dallas had been planning
on a quiet, solitary Christmas, but the sparks between them are lighting a fire
strong enough to last—possibly forever. Don’t miss Brenda Novak’s latest book,
When I Found You!
At the turn of the 20th century, the California dream was a suburban ideal where
life on the farm was exceptional. Agrarian virtue existed alongside good roads,
social clubs, cultural institutions, and business commerce. The California
suburban dream was the ultimate symbol of progress and modernity. California
Dreaming: Boosterism, Memory, and Rural Suburbs in the Golden State analyzes
the growth, promotion, and agricultural colonization that fed this dream during the
early 1900s. Through this analysis, Paul J. P. Sandul introduces a newly
identified rural-suburban type: the agriburb, a rural suburb deliberately planned,
developed, and promoted for profit. Sandul reconceptualizes California's growth
during this time period, establishing the agriburb as a suburban phenomenon that
occurred long before the booms of the 1920s and 1950s. Sandul's analysis
contributes to a new suburban history that includes diverse constituencies and
geographies and focuses on the production and construction of place and
memory. Boosters purposefully ?harvested” suburbs with an eye toward direct
profit and metropolitan growth. State boosters boasted of unsurpassable idyllic
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communities while local boosters bragged of communities that represented the
best of the best, both using narratives of place, class, race, lifestyle, and profit to
avow images of the rural and suburban ideal. This suburban dream attracted
people who desired a family home, nature, health, culture, refinement, and rural
virtue. In the agriburb, a family could live on a small home grove while enjoying
the perks of a progressive city. A home located within the landscape of natural
California with access to urban amenities provided a good place to live and a way
to gain revenue through farming. To uncover and dissect the agriburb, Sandul
focuses on local histories from California's Central Valley and the Inland Empire
of Southern California, including Ontario near Los Angeles and Orangevale and
Fair Oaks outside Sacramento. His analysis closely operates between the
intersections of history, anthropology, geography, sociology, and the rural and
urban, while examining a metanarrative that exposes much about the nature and
lasting influence of cultural memory and public history upon agriburban
communities.
For generations Eula Too’s family has been making a journey North, year after
year, step by painful step; and she’s determined to be the one to make it all the
way to Chicago. In and out of school, taking care of her fourteen brothers and
sisters, she can see no way out. But when a new family burden threatens to
overwhelm her, she at last leaves for the city, only to find that her life gets even
tougher. Ranging from the Deep South at the turn of the century, to a diverse
contemporary town filled with people striving for a better life, Some People, Some
Other Place is J. California Cooper at her irresistible, surprising best.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER •
NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE
• PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD
FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW
AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required
reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by
“the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the
national political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE
MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF
PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The
Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post • People • Entertainment Weekly •
Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New
York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound work that
pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new
framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans
have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but
falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited
through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and
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murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a
way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history
and free ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi
Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son.
Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from
Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to
Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s
lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative,
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World
and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a
transcendent vision for a way forward.
Spanning the years just before and after the Civil War, this saga of an AfricanAmerican family centers on Always, a resourceful woman born into slavery, and
her mother Chlora, as they endure and prevail
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