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This analysis of the failure of efforts to achieve liberal reform in Egypt following its independence from Great Britain in 1922 has
implications for modern-day nation-building efforts in the Mideast.
Exploring the intersections of visual culture, design and politics in Beirut from the late 1950s to the mid-1970s, this compelling
interdisciplinary study critically examines a global conjuncture in Lebanon's history, marked by anticolonial struggle and
complicated by a Cold War order. Against a celebratory reminiscence of the 'golden years', Beirut's long 1960s is conceived of as
a liminal juncture, an anxious time and space when the city held out promises at once politically radical and radically cosmopolitan.
Zeina Maasri examines the transnational circuits that animated Arab modernist pursuits, shedding light on key cultural
transformations that saw Beirut develop as a Mediterranean site of tourism and leisure, a nexus between modern art and pan-Arab
publishing and, through the rise of the Palestinian Resistance, a node in revolutionary anti-imperialism. Drawing on uncharted
archives of printed media this book expands the scope of historical analysis of the postcolonial Arab East.
In 1960s Egypt a group of writers exploded onto the literary scene, transforming the aesthetic landscape. Space in Modern
Egyptian Fiction explores how this literary generation presents a marked shift in the representation of rural, urban and exilic space,
reflecting a disappointment with the project of the postcolonial nation-state in Egypt. Combining a sociological approach to
literature with detailed close readings, Yasmine Ramadan explores the spatial representations that embodied this shift within the
Egyptian literary scene and the disappearance of an idealized nation in the Egyptian novel. This study provides a robust
examination of the emergence and establishment of some of the most significant writers in modern Egyptian literature, and their
influence across six decades, while also tracing the social, economic, political and aesthetic changes that marked this period in
Egypt's contemporary history.
At the start of the twenty-first century, Cairo's cityscape has acquired a spectacular global touch. Its luxurious five-star hotels, highrise office buildings, immaculately clean malls, and swanky coffee shops serving café latte and caesar salad, along with the
budding gated communities in the city's desert expanses, exemplify three decades of economic liberalization. In the surrounding
social landscape, the gradual abrogation of the Nasser-era structures that provided many with low-cost goods and services is
dearly felt. This new study examines Cairo's experience of economic liberalization in an era of globalization. It asks what
happened to a postcolonial middle class that was once the carrier of national aspirations and dreams. It explores how young
middle-class professionals navigate Cairo's increasingly divided landscape and discusses the rise of a young uppermiddle class
presence in the work, leisure, and public spaces of the city.
The Arab Spring unleashed forces of liberation and social justice that swept across North Africa and the Middle East with
unprecedented speed, ferocity, and excitement. Although the future of the democratic uprisings against oppressive authoritarian
regimes remains uncertain in many places, the revolutionary wave that started in Tunisia in December 2010 has transformed how
the world sees Arab peoples and politics. Bringing together the knowledge of activists, scholars, journalists, and policy experts
uniquely attuned to the pulse of the region, Dispatches from the Arab Spring offers an urgent and engaged analysis of a
remarkable ongoing world-historical event that is widely misinterpreted in the West. Tracing the flows of protest, resistance, and
counterrevolution in every one of the countries affected by this epochal change—from Morocco to Iraq and Syria to Sudan—the
contributors provide ground-level reports and new ways of teaching about and understanding the Middle East in general, and
contextualizing the social upheavals and political transitions that defined the Arab Spring in particular. Rejecting outdated and
invalid (yet highly influential) paradigms to analyze the region—from depictions of the “Arab street” as a mindless, reactive mob to
the belief that Arab culture was “unfit” for democratic politics—this book offers fresh insights into the region’s dynamics, drawing
from social history, political geography, cultural creativity, and global power politics. Dispatches from the Arab Spring is an
unparalleled introduction to the changing Middle East and offers the most comprehensive and accurate account to date of the
uprisings that profoundly reshaped North Africa and the Middle East. Contributors: Sheila Carapico, U of Richmond; Nouri Gana,
UCLA; Toufic Haddad; Adam Hanieh, SOAS/U of London; Toby C. Jones, Rutgers U; Anjali Kamat; Khalid Medani, McGill U;
Merouan Mekouar; Maya Mikdashi, NYU; Paulo Gabriel Hilu Pinto, U Federal Fluminense, Brazil; Jillian Schwedler, Hunter
College, CUNY; Ahmad Shokr; Susan Slyomovics, UCLA; Haifa Zangana.
The Emerging Politics of (Re) making Cairo's Old Quarters examines postcolonial planning practices that aimed to modernise
Cairo’s urban spaces. The author examines the expanding field of postcolonial urbanism by linking the state’s political ideologies
and systems of governance with methods of spatial representations that aimed to transform the urban realm in Cairo. Adopting an
interdisciplinary approach, the study draws on planning, history and politics to develop a distinctive account of postcolonial
planning in Cairo following Egypt’s 1952 revolution. The book widely connects the ideological role of a different type of politicised
urbanism practised during the days of Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak and the overarching policies, institutions and attitudes involved
in the visions for (re) building a new nation in Egypt. By examining the notion of remaking urban spaces, the study interprets the
ambitions and powers of state policies for improving the spatial qualities of Cairo’s old districts since the early 20th century. These
acts are situated in their spatial, political and historical contexts of Cairo’s heterogeneous old quarters and urban spaces
particularly the remaking of one of the city’s older quarts named Bulaq Abul Ela established during the Ottoman rule in the
thirteenth century. It therefore writes, in a chronological sequence, a narrative through time and space connecting various layers of
historical and contemporary political phases for remaking Bulaq. The endeavor is to explain this process from a spatial perspective
in terms of the implications and consequences not only on places, but also on the people’s everyday practices. By deeply
investigating the problems and consequences; the strengths and weaknesses; and the state’s reliability to achieve the remaking
objectives, the book reveals evidence that shifting forms of governance had anchored planning practices into a narrow path of
creativity and responsive planning.
Popular culture serves as a fresh and revealing window on contemporary developments in the Muslim world because it is a site
where many important and controversial issues are explored and debated. Aesthetic expression has become intertwined with
politics and religion due to the uprisings of the “Arab Spring,” while, at the same time, Islamist authorities are showing increasingly
accommodating and populist attitudes toward popular culture. Not simply a “westernizing” or “secularizing” force, as some have
asserted, popular culture now plays a growing role in defining what it means to be Muslim. With well-structured chapters that
explain key concepts clearly, Islam and Popular Culture addresses new trends and developments that merge popular arts and
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Islam. Its eighteen case studies by eminent scholars cover a wide range of topics, such as lifestyle, dress, revolutionary street
theater, graffiti, popular music, poetry, television drama, visual culture, and dance throughout the Muslim world from Indonesia,
Africa, and the Middle East to Europe. The first comprehensive overview of this important subject, Islam and Popular Culture offers
essential new ways of understanding the diverse religious discourses and pious ethics expressed in popular art productions, the
cultural politics of states and movements, and the global flows of popular culture in the Muslim world.
This parody of the abuses and extravagances of pseudo-philosophers in the Baghdad of the 60s throws into relief the Iraqi
intellectual and cultural life of the time, and the reversal of fortune of some of Iraq's wealthy and powerful families.
To enable readers to grasp the cumulative complexity of contemporary celebrity culture, this book explores dynamics of the
celebrity experience in recent centuries and up to the present day.
This provocative collection of essays is the first book-length treatment of the development of modern architecture in the Middle East. Ranging
from Jerusalem at the turn of the twentieth century to Libya under Italian colonial rule, postwar Turkey, and on to present-day Iraq, the essays
cohere around the historical encounter between the politics of nation-building and architectural modernism's new materials, methods, and
motives. Architecture, as physical infrastructure and as symbolic expression, provides an exceptional window onto the powerful forces that
shaped the modern Middle East and that continue to dominate it today. Experts in this volume demonstrate the political dimensions of both
creating the built environment and, subsequently, inhabiting it. In revealing the tensions between achieving both international relevance and
regional meaning, Modernism in the Middle East affords a dynamic view of the ongoing confrontations of deep traditions with rapid
modernization. Political and cultural historians, as well as architects and urban planners, will find fresh material here on a range of diverse
practices.
This lively collection presents a multi-disciplinary, multi-perspectival commentary explaining the what, where, and how of the riots that the
austerity-hit UK experienced during the long, hot summer of 2011. It looks beyond London and its Tottenham district where disturbances
started, to locations such as Manchester and Birmingham. Parallels are drawn with Cairo during the period of the Arab spring, and even with
the Star Wars saga. The book locates the riots in historical context by looking at the previous UK riots of 1981 and 2001, looking at how news
cycles and concepts such as that of ‘moral panic’ have changed in the age of social networking. It is essential reading for anyone interested
in contemporary debates in social policy, media studies, anthropology sociology, cultural studies, and human geography. This book was
originally published as a special issue of the Journal for Cultural Research.
A vibrant portrait of the talented and entrepreneurial women who defined an era in Cairo. One of the world’s most multicultural cities,
twentieth-century Cairo was a magnet for the ambitious and talented. During the 1920s and ’30s, a vibrant music, theater, film, and cabaret
scene flourished, defining what it meant to be a “modern” Egyptian. Women came to dominate the Egyptian entertainment industry—as stars
of the stage and screen but also as impresarias, entrepreneurs, owners, and promoters of a new and strikingly modern entertainment
industry. Raphael Cormack unveils the rich histories of independent, enterprising women like vaudeville star Rose al-Youssef (who launched
one of Cairo’s most important newspapers); nightclub singer Mounira al-Mahdiyya (the first woman to lead an Egyptian theater company)
and her great rival, Oum Kalthoum (still venerated for her soulful lyrics); and other fabulous female stars of the interwar period, a time marked
by excess and unheard-of freedom of expression. Buffeted by crosswinds of colonialism and nationalism, conservatism and liberalism,
“religious” and “secular” values, patriarchy and feminism, this new generation of celebrities offered a new vision for women in Egypt and
throughout the Middle East.
Cairo CosmopolitanPolitics, Culture, and Urban Space in the New Middle EastAmerican University in Cairo Press
Today cities of the Arab world are subject to many of the same problems as other world cities, yet too often they are ignored in studies of
urbanisation. This collection reveals the contrasts and similarities between older, traditional Arab cities and the newer oil-stimulated cities of
the Gulf in their search for development and a place in the world order. The eight cities which form the core of the book – Rabat, Amman,
Beirut, Kuwait, Manama, Doha, Abu Dhabi and Riyadh – provide a unique insight into today’s Middle Eastern city. Winner of The
International Planning History Society (IPHS) Book Prize.
Private tutoring—supplementary, out-of-school instruction offered at a fee to individuals or groups—represents a substantial household
expenditure, even in systems that claim to have free public education. It plays out across, alongside, and even within some school systems.
Emerging as a ‘shadow education’, private tutoring now operates as a system and industry crossing national, regional, and social-class
boundaries. Private tutoring is provided through different modes of delivery including the internet. Policy makers, parents, teachers, trade
unions, corporations, community associations, and students are implicated in the private tutoring industry. The debates over private tutoring
are therefore part of the larger struggles over the ends of education in just and equitable societies. The authors in this volume address
diverse national settings of private tutoring across the Mediterranean, and examine its political, economic, social, and cultural underpinnings.
They draw on a range of conceptual frameworks, and deploy a variety of research methods to problematize the multifaceted relationships
between tutoring, learning, and equity. The volume captures a multiplicity of voices, and focuses on some of the central challenges facing
education in pluralistic societies
The perceived quality of a destination’s cultural offering has long been a significant factor in determining tourist choices of destination. More
recently, the need to present touristic offerings that include cultural experiences and heritage has become widely recognised, that this aspect
of the tourism experience is an important differentiator of destinations, as well as being amongst the most manageable. This has also led to
an increase in the management of such experiences through special exhibitions, events and festivals, as well as through ensuring more
routine and controlled access to heritage sites. Reflecting the increasing application of cultural heritage as a driver for tourism and
development, this book provides for the first time a cohesive volume on the subject that is theoretically rich, practically applied and empirically
grounded. Written by expert scholars and practitioners in the field, the book covers a broad range of theoretical perspectives of cultural
heritage tourism; regeneration, policy, stakeholders, marketing, socio-economic development, impacts, sustainability, volunteering and ICT. It
takes a broad view, integrating international examples of sites, monuments as well as intangible cultural heritage, motor vehicle heritage
events and modern art museums. This significant book furthers knowledge of the theory and application of tourism within the context of
cultural heritage and will be of interest to students, researchers and practitioners in a range of disciplines.
This book seeks to push forward the boundaries of current practices and knowledge to embrace innovative solutions, novel approaches, and
grounded technologies within realistic comprehension of economic risks and environmental implications. It investigates different scales and
situations, various urban forms and morphology, and various localities and totalities. The book presents a platform of recent research,
findings, and answers to pressing issues of building new cities and expanding existing ones in the Middle East and Egypt, within their
ecological limits, formulating images, architecture, and public spaces to create liveable, working, and productive cities. At the time of
transformation, people continue to influence their habitat and beyond. While facing the compelling challenges of the present, innovative
development poses itself as an inevitable response to future demands. In socio-economic disparities and environmental crises, innovation
necessitates a mode of action to act responsibly in addressing issues in unconventional manners. The production of space becomes a
responsibility towards the development of human resources, promoting their needs, capacities, and advancing a decent quality of life.
The 25 January 2011 uprising and the unprecedented dissent and discord to which it gave rise shattered the notion of homogeneity that had
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characterized state representations of Egypt and Egyptians since 1952. It allowed for the eruption of identities along multiple lines, including
class, ideology, culture, and religion, long suppressed by state control. Concomitantly a profusion of women's voices arose to further
challenge the state-managed feminism that had sought to define and carefully circumscribe women's social and civic roles in Egypt. Women
in Revolutionary Egypt takes the uprising as the point of departure for an exploration of how gender in post-Mubarak Egypt came to be
rethought, reimagined, and contested. It examines key areas of tension between national and gender identities, including gender
empowerment through art and literature, particularly graffiti and poetry, the disciplining of the body, and the politics of history and memory.
Shereen Abouelnaga argues that this new cartography of women's struggle has to be read in a context that takes into consideration the
micropolitics of everyday life as well as the larger processes that work to separate the personal from the political. She shows how a new
generation of women is resisting, both discursively and visually, the notion of a fixed or 'authentic' notion of Egyptian womanhood in spite of
prevailing social structures and in face of all gendered politics of imagined nation.
The Middle Eastern bazaar is much more than a context for commerce: the studies in this book illustrate that markets, regardless of their
location, scale, and permanency, have also played important cultural roles within their societies, reflecting historical evolution, industrial
development, social and political conditions, urban morphology, and architectural functions. This interdisciplinary volume explores the
dynamics of the bazaar with a number of case studies from Cairo, Damascus, Aleppo, Nablus, Bursa, Istanbul, Sana'a, Kabul, Tehran, and
Yazd. Although they share some contextual and functional characteristics, each bazaar has its own unique and fascinating history, traditions,
cultural practices, and structure. One of the most intriguing aspects revealed in this volume is the thread of continuity from past to present
exhibited by the bazaar as a forum where a society meets and intermingles in the practice of goods exchange-a social and cultural ritual that
is as old as human history.
An explanation of why youth join militant organizations and how informal networks influence the character and objectives of social
movements.
This open access book draws a theoretically productive triangle between urban studies, theories of cosmopolitanism, and migration studies in
a global context. It provides a unique, encompassing and situated view on the various relations between cosmopolitanism and urbanity in the
contemporary world. Drawing on a variety of cities in Latin America, Europe, Asia, Africa and North America, it overcomes the Eurocentric
bias that has marked debate on cosmopolitanism from its inception. The contributions highlight the crucial role of migrants as actors of urban
change and targets of urban policies, thus reconciling empirical and normative approaches to cosmopolitanism. By addressing issues such as
cosmopolitanism and urban geographies of power, locations and temporalities of subaltern cosmopolites, political meanings and effects of
cosmopolitan practices and discourses in urban contexts, it revisits contemporary debates on superdiversity, urban stratification and local
incorporation, and assess the role of migration and mobility in globalization and social change.
Whereas most studies of Islamism focus on politics and religious ideology, this book analyses the ways in which Islamism in the Arab world is
defined, reflected, transmitted and contested in a variety of creative and other cultural forms. It covers a range of contexts of production and
reception, from the early twentieth century to the present, and with reference to cultural production in and/or about Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,
Egypt, Yemen, the Gulf, Lebanon and Israel/Palestine. The material engaged with is produced in Arabic, English and French and includes
fiction, autobiography, feature films, television series, television reportage, the press, rap music and video games. Throughout, the book
highlights the multiple forms and contested interpretations of Islamism in the Arab world, exploring trends and tensions in the ways Islamism
is represented to (primarily) Arab audiences and complicating simplistic perspectives on this phenomenon. The book considers repeated and
idiosyncratic themes, modes of characterisation, motifs, structures of feeling and forms of engagement, in the context of an ongoing struggle
for symbolic power in the region.
Based on both academic research and the author's own personal experiences and impressions, this delightful and informative book examines
the underlying causes of some of the more disturbing social, political, economic, and cultural phenomena that characterize Egyptian society
in the 1990s. Egypt's crisis of culture and other woes are often attributed to the 'open door policy' (Infitah) initiated under President Sadat in
the mid-1970s, and to the large-scale migration of Egyptian workers to the oil-rich states of the Gulf that began around the same time. Galal
Amin contends, however, that these factors alone are insufficient to explain the fundamental changes in behavior and attitudes that
characterize modern Egyptian life. The 'missing link,' Amin argues, lies in the social mobility unleashed by the July Revolution of 1952, which
was later accelerated by Infitah and workers' migration. The sudden upward mobility and attendant prestige, self-confidence, and purchasing
power of a large segment of Egyptian society and the desire to display this new-found social position as conspicuously as possible have had
an enormous effect on the attitudes and allegiances of these groups. Through a fascinating and often highly entertaining examination of
issues ranging from the middle class, religious fanaticism, and attitudes to the West and Western culture, to the Egyptian institution of the
summer holiday by the sea and the performing arts and entertainment, Amin posits that social mobility has changed the customs and habits,
moral and material values, and patterns of consumption and investment of the aspiring classes, and has, furthermore, induced the Egyptian
people to ignore national and ideological issues of grave importance. This insightful book will prove a thought-provoking read for those
concerned with emerging economies, international development, and privatization, and will intrigue anyone with an interest in the social
history of Egypt. The Arabic edition of this book was awarded the Cairo International Book Fair Prize for the best book in Social Studies in
1998. Comments on the Arabic edition: 'A rare example of combining social theory with concrete observation and intimate personal
experience.... A very perceptive account of Egyptian social development with almost the impact of a dramatic creation." Abd al-Qader al-Qutt,
al-Ahram, 2000. "A very valuable and highly important contribution to social thought and to Egypt's social history.... A highly original and
enjoyable book." Faruq Shusha, al-Ahram, 1999.
The question of the (photographic) construction and representation of national identity is not limited to the ‘long 19th century’, but is a
current issue in the post-colonial, post-global, digital world. The essays by international contributors aim at studying the relationship between
photographic archives and the idea of nation, yet without focusing on single symbolic icons and instead considering the wider archival and
sedimental dimension.
This ground-breaking work presents original research on cultural politics and battles in Egypt at the turn of the twenty first century. It
deconstructs the boundaries between ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture drawing on conceptual tools in cultural studies, translation studies and gender
studies to analyze debates in the fields of literature, cinema, mass media and the plastic arts. Anchored in the Egyptian historical and social
contexts and inspired by the influential work of Pierre Bourdieu, it rigorously places these debates and battles within the larger framework of a
set of questions about the relationship between the cultural and political fields in Egypt.
This cross-disciplinary, ethnographic, contextualized, and empirical volume explores the meaning and significance of urban space, and maps
the spatial inscription of power on the mega-city of Cairo. Suspicious of collective life and averse to power-sharing, Egyptian governance
structures weaken but do not stop the public's role in the remaking of their city. What happens to a city where neo-liberalism has scaled back
public services and encouraged the privatization of public goods, while the vast majority cannot afford the effects of such policies? Who wins
and loses in the "march to the modern and the global" as the government transforms urban spaces and markets in the name of growth,
security, tourism, and modernity? How do Cairenes struggle with an ambiguous and vulnerable legal and bureaucratic environment when
legality is a privilege affordable only to the few or the connected? This companion volume to Cairo Cosmopolitan (AUC Press, 2006) further
develops the central insights of the Cairo School of Urban Studies.
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In the 1980s, Egypt witnessed a growing revival of religiosity among large sectors of the population, including artists. Many pious stars retired
from art, “repented” from “sinful” activities, and dedicated themselves to worship, preaching, and charity. Their public conversions were
influential in spreading piety to the Egyptian upper class during the 1990s, which in turn enabled the development of pious markets for leisure
and art, thus facilitating the return of artists as veiled actresses or religiously committed performers. Revisiting the story she began in “A
Trade like Any Other”: Female Singers and Dancers in Egypt, Karin van Nieuwkerk draws on extensive fieldwork among performers to offer a
unique history of the religious revival in Egypt through the lens of the performing arts. She highlights the narratives of celebrities who retired
in the 1980s and early 1990s, including their spiritual journeys and their influence on the “pietization” of their fans, among whom are the
wealthy, relatively secular, strata of Egyptian society. Van Nieuwkerk then turns to the emergence of a polemic public sphere in which
secularists and Islamists debated Islam, art, and gender in the 1990s. Finally, she analyzes the Islamist project of “art with a mission” and
the development of Islamic aesthetics, questioning whether the outcome has been to Islamize popular art or rather to popularize Islam. The
result is an intimate thirty-year history of two spheres that have tremendous importance for Egypt—art production and piety.

This companion volume to the exhibit examines the multicultural city of Fustat, capital of medieval Egypt and
predecessor to modern Cairo. It explores the interactions of Muslim, Christian, and Jewish communities within urban city
life. These three communities practiced their own beliefs and enacted communal self-government, but they also
intermingled on a daily basis and practiced shared traditions of life. Essays by leading scholars examine the different
religions and languages found at Fustat, as well as cultural aspects of daily life such as food, industry, and education.
The lavishly illustrated catalog highlights a new analysis of the Oriental Institute's collection of artifacts and textual
materials from 7th through 12th-century Egypt. Highlights include documents from the Cairo Genizah (a document
repository) of the Ben Ezra Synagogue as well as never-before-published artifacts from archaeological excavations
conducted at Fustat by George Scanlon on behalf of the American Research Center in Egypt. The volume encourages
discussion on the challenges of understanding religion through objects of daily life.
Little has been written about the economic history of Egypt prior to its incorporation into the European capitalist economy.
While historians have mined archives and court documents to create a picture of the commercial activities, networks, and
infrastructure of merchants during this time, few have documented a similar picture of the artisans and craftspeople.
Artisans outnumbered merchants, and their economic weight was considerable, yet details about their lives, the way they
carried out their work, and their role or position in the economy are largely unknown. Hanna seeks to redress this gap
with Artisan Entrepreneurs in Cairo and Early Modern Capitalism (1600–1800) by locating and exploring the role of
artisans in the historical process. Offering richly detailed portraits as well as an overview of the Ottoman Empire’s
economic landscape, Hanna incorporates artisans into the historical development of the period, portraying them in the
context of their work, their families, and their social relations. These artisans developed a variety of capitalist practices,
both as individuals and collectively in their guilds. Responding to the demands of expanding commercial environments in
Egypt and Europe, artisans found ways to adapt both production techniques and the organization of production. Hanna
details the ways in which artisans defied the constraints of the guilds and actively engaged in the markets of Europe,
demonstrating how Egyptian artisan production was able to compete and survive in a landscape of growing European
trade.
Providing a critique of the concepts attached to the representation of urban space, this ground-breaking book formulates
a new theory of space, which understands the dynamic interrelations between physical and social spaces while tracing
the wider urban context. It offers a new tool to approach the reading of these interrelations through reflexive reading
strategies that identify singular reading fragments of the different spaces through multiple reader-time-space relations.
The strategies proposed in the volume seek to develop an integrative reading of urban space through recognition of the
singular (influenced by discourse, institution, etc.); and temporal (influenced by reading perspective in space and time),
thereby providing a relational perspective that goes beyond the paradox of place in between social and physical space,
identifying each in terms of relationships oscillating between the conceptual, the physical and social content, and the
context. In conclusion, the book suggests that space/place can be read through sequential fragments of people, place,
context, mind, and author/reader. Operating at different scales between conceptual space and reality, the sequential
reading helps the recognition of multiplicity and the dynamics of place as a transformational process without hierarchy or
classification.
Bringing together a distinguished interdisciplinary group of scholars, this volume explores what happens when new forms
of privatization meet collectivist pasts, public space is sold off to satisfy investor needs and tourist gazes, and the state
plans for Egypt's future in desert cities while stigmatizing and neglecting Cairo's popular neighborhoods. These dynamics
produce surprising contradictions and juxtapositions that are coming to define today's Middle East. The original
publication of this volume launched the Cairo School of Urban Studies, committed to fusing political-economy and
ethnographic methods and sensitive to ambivalence and contingency, to reveal the new contours and patterns of modern
power emerging in the urban frame. Contributors: Mona Abaza, Nezar AlSayyad, Paul Amar, Walter Armbrust, Vincent
Battesti, Fanny Colonna, Eric Denis, Dalila ElKerdany, Yasser Elsheshtawy, Farha Ghannam, Galila El Kadi, Anouk de
Koning, Petra Kuppinger, Anna Madoeuf, Catherine Miller, Nicolas Puig, Said Sadek, Omnia El Shakry, Diane
Singerman, Elizabeth A. Smith, Leïla Vignal, Caroline Williams.
A look at some of the raging debates in the arts in Egypt
During the nineteenth century, cultural heritage became a dominant feature of the political ideology of the European
states and of their colonies. It became a new form of legitimization for the rising nation-state, cementing its inextricable
link with that nation's politics and practices. The set of concepts and practices defining cultural heritage were exported to,
and imposed over, the colonized populations in North Africa and the Near East. The legacy of the colonial period has
proven very significant in the domain of cultural heritage which has become a crucial cultural arena in many Arab states.
As in the majorities of post-colonial states, in the Arab world, the inherited paradigm of cultural heritage has been subject
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to various forms of adaption and re-elaboration that have made it a lively and complex space of negotiations between
various actors. Thus, in The Politics of Cultural Heritage in the Middle East, Irene Maffi and Rami Daher draw together
expert scholars to unravel these complex processes that are involved in the definition, production and consumption of
heritage and its material culture in the Middle East, and the dynamics of the key actors involved. The variety of the cases
analysed that cover the region from Morocco to Lebanon, as well as the multiplicity of the actors concerned such as the
state (post-colonial or colonial), international organizations, municipal councils, local communities, families and even
exceptional personalities, highlights and explores the complex processes where very local and specific dynamics
intertwine with transnational economic, political and cultural fluxes. In its examination of the workings of cultural heritage
in the Middle East, this book is an important resource for students and scholars of Middle East Studies, Cultural History,
History of Art and Architecture, and for stakeholders involved in the field of cultural heritage.
On Location: Heritage Cities and Sites merges the material and the social perspectives of preservation and historical
interpretation in urban landscapes. The essays in this volume focus on the social life of historic cities and large-scale
sites. They examine the ways that cities are dynamically changing as they are made and then remade by the people who
inhabit or simply visit them, and concentrate on change, pluralism, and fragmentation. The strength of On Location:
Heritage Cities and Sites is its comparative approach to both theory and grounded research. It includes an introductory
essay that explains the heritage principle under study--the challenges of scale in the environment of a city or large
complex--and its development as seen in the policy instruments of ICOMOS, UNESCO, and other major heritage
organizations.The combination of wide-ranging case studies (including essays on North America, South America, Central
America, the Middle East, and Europe) and the theoretical background make this volume an invaluable asset for
researchers in archaeology, urban studies, art and architecture, cultural heritage, public policy, and tourism.
This volume uncovers the relations between globalization and dirty dealings in urban settings, focusing on some capital
cities and on the relations between underground and overground dynamics all over the globe. It aims to provide a new
take on the dark side of globalization.
For members of Cairo's upper classes, cosmopolitanism is a form of social capital, deployed whenever they acquire or
consume transnational commodities, or goods that are linked in the popular imagination to other, more "modern" places.
In a series of thickly described and carefully contextualized case studies -- of Arabic children's magazines, Pokémon,
private schools and popular films, coffee shops and fast-food restaurants -- Mark Allen Peterson describes the social
practices that create class identities. He traces these processes from childhood into adulthood, examining how taste and
style intersect with a changing educational system and economic liberalization. Peterson reveals how uneasy many
cosmopolitan Cairenes are with their new global identities, and describes their efforts to root themselves in the local
through religious, nationalist, or linguistic practices.
As Middle Eastern cities weather the second decade of the twenty-first century, they face a number of challenges to their economic
resilience, competitiveness, and internal stability. In this uniquely tense realm for the urban public, an understanding of the dynamics of
decision-making processes, citizen power, and the rule of law is critical to the direction of policy in the future. In Order and Disorder, Luna
Khirfan weaves a cross-national comparison of Amman and Cairo that dissects the many layers and complexities of urban governance.
Through case studies on a diverse array of development projects and their associated challenges, the contributors demonstrate how three
actors – the state, the market, and civil society – interact with each other within the same urban political space. First, they argue that interplay
between the state and civil society reveals the potential of urban majorities and the discords within current participatory planning. She then
delves into the neoliberal dynamics between the state and the market, stressing the impact of economic push and pull factors on urban
landscapes. The final chapters explain why the market’s relationship with civil society oscillates between exclusion and alienation.
Throughout the book, Khirfan identifies the role of an authoritarian bargain in governing every one of these interactions. In light of current
regional political instability in the Middle East and North Africa, Order and Disorder offers an arena for extrapolating lessons from urban
governance to the wider political sphere.
Rethinking Private Higher Education offers fresh insights into the actual meaning of ‘private’ in different higher education contexts, getting
beneath the surface of easy labels to provide a deeper understanding of the actual effects of global policies in local contexts through
ethnographies.
Approaching the Middle East through the lens of Diaspora Studies, the 11 detailed case studies in this volume explore the experiences of
different diasporic groups in and of the region, and look at the changing conceptions and practice of diaspora in the
Offers a cross-disciplinary look at the public's role in the governance and remaking of Cairo, Egypt, as the government transforms urban
spaces to encourage growth, tourism, security, and modernity.
Re-examining Mary Douglas' work on pollution and concepts of purity, this volume explores modern expressions of these themes in urban
areas, examining the intersections of material and cultural pollution. It presents ethnographic case studies from a range of cities affected by
globalization processes such as neoliberal urban policies, privatization of urban space, continued migration and spatialized ethnic tension.
What has changed since the appearance of Purity and Danger? How have anthropological views on pollution changed accordingly? This
volume focuses on cultural meanings and values that are attached to conceptions of 'clean' and 'dirty', purity and impurity, healthy and
unhealthy environments, and addresses the implications of pollution with regard to discrimination, class, urban poverty, social hierarchies and
ethnic segregation in cities.
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