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"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable
study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this
exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of
New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways
that the new Christian communities interpreted his
mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom
he had preached. This edition includes an introduction
reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its
implications for both history and theology. "Brilliant and
lucidly written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American
Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-
rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion
"Fredriksen confronts her documents—principally the
writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist
would an especially rich complex site. With great care
she distinguishes the literary images from historical fact.
As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in
terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul,
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn,
Christian Science Monitor
By Their BloodChristian Martyrs of the Twentieth
CenturyBaker Publishing Group
Introduced by Donald Smith. Set in Rome during Nero’s
reign of terror, The Blood of the Martyrs is a disciplined
historical novel tracing the destruction of one cell of the
early church. With a cast of slaves, ordinary Roman
people, exiles and entertainers, it is thorough in its
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historical interpretation and in its determination to make
the past accessible and readable. Written in 1938-9, the
novel contains many symbolic parallels to the rise of
European fascism in the 1930s and the desperate plight
of persecuted minorities such as the Jews and the left-
wing activists with whom Naomi Mitchison personally
campaigned at the time. With the invasion of Britain a
real possibility, she felt compelled to write a testament to
the power of human solidarity which, even faced with
death, can overcome the worst that human evil can
achieve. The Blood of the Martyrs is the least
autobiographical of Mitchison’s major works of fiction,
yet, with its implicit credo, is her most passionately self-
revealing. ‘ . . . when a novelist is historically faithful in
these treacherous waters of the human psyche, the
results are tremendous. As a twentieth-century woman, it
no doubt hurt Naomi Mitchison a good deal to describe
the savagery of the early Christian persecution in The
Blood of the Martyrs . . . But it is the pain that gives the
history its lifeblood. The imagination that is a novelist’s
fuel must be harnessed to serve history as history was,
not as anyone wishes it had been.’ Joanna Trollope
This book examines the function and development of the
cult of saints in Coptic Egypt, focusing primarily on the
material provided by the texts forming the Coptic
hagiographical tradition of the early Christian martyr
Philotheus of Antioch, and more specifically, the
Martyrdom of St Philotheus of Antioch (Pierpont Morgan
M583). This Martyrdom is a reflection of a once
flourishing cult which is attested in Egypt by rich textual
and material evidence. This text enjoyed great popularity
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not only in Egypt, but also in other countries of the
Christian East, since his dossier includes texts in Coptic,
Georgian, Ethiopic, and Arabic.
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, streamlined and reorganized for
modern readers in this edition, is a classic of courage
and faith. It chronicles the tragic yet triumphant stories of
men and women who faced torture and martyrdom rather
than deny their vision of truth and of God.
A continuation of Foxe's Book of Martyrs recounting
Christians of the 20th century are suffering for their faith.
How did the medieval Middle East transform from a
majority-Christian world to a majority-Muslim world, and
what role did violence play in this process? Christian
Martyrs under Islam explains how Christians across the
early Islamic caliphate slowly converted to the faith of the
Arab conquerors and how small groups of individuals
rejected this faith through dramatic acts of resistance,
including apostasy and blasphemy. Using previously
untapped sources in a range of Middle Eastern
languages, Christian Sahner introduces an unknown
group of martyrs who were executed at the hands of
Muslim officials between the seventh and ninth centuries
CE. Found in places as diverse as Syria, Spain, Egypt,
and Armenia, they include an alleged descendant of
Muhammad who converted to Christianity, high-ranking
Christian secretaries of the Muslim state who viciously
insulted the Prophet, and the children of mixed
marriages between Muslims and Christians. Sahner
argues that Christians never experienced systematic
persecution under the early caliphs, and indeed, they
remained the largest portion of the population in the
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greater Middle East for centuries after the Arab
conquest. Still, episodes of ferocious violence
contributed to the spread of Islam within Christian
societies, and memories of this bloodshed played a key
role in shaping Christian identity in the new Islamic
empire. Christian Martyrs under Islam examines how
violence against Christians ended the age of porous
religious boundaries and laid the foundations for more
antagonistic Muslim-Christian relations in the centuries to
come.
This book puts two groups on trail: (1) pre-First
Amendment Christian Revisionists for murder and
conspiracy to commit murder; (2) post-First Amendment
Christian Revisionists for conspiracy to commit murder.
The reliable and overwhelming evidence presented
proves: The theology of the accused The motives of the
accused The goals of the accused The consequences
when the accused succeed in their goals The true
Christian history of the First Amendment The guilt of the
accused Justice requires that you, the readers and
jurors, render a true and correct verdict.
Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story of
Jesus's followers during the 30 years after his death. It
describes how the 12 apostles, formerly Jesus's
disciples, spread the message of Christianity throughout
the Mediterranean against a background of persecution.
With an introduction by P.D. James
For centuries Christians have been brought up on the
works of John Foxe, which, outside of the Bible itself,
have been among the most widely read documents in
history. Foxe's Martyrs has inspired millions to live lives
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of commitment in the face of persecution.
While hagiographies tell of Christian martyrs who have
died in an astonishing number of ways and places, slain
by members of many different groups, martyrdom in a
Franciscan context generally meant death at Muslim
hands; indeed, in Franciscan discourse, "death by
Saracen" came to rival or even surpass other definitions
of what made a martyr. The centrality of Islam to
Franciscan conceptions of martyrdom becomes even
more apparent—and problematic—when we realize that
many of the martyr narratives were largely invented.
Franciscan authors were free to choose the antagonist
they wanted, Christopher MacEvitt observes, and they
almost always chose Muslims. However, martyrdom in
Franciscan accounts rarely leads to conversion of the
infidel, nor is it accompanied, as is so often the case in
earlier hagiographical accounts, by any miraculous
manifestation. If the importance of preaching to infidels
was written into the official Franciscan Rule of Order, the
Order did not demonstrate much interest in conversion,
and the primary efforts of friars in Muslim lands were
devoted to preaching not to the native populations but to
the Latin Christians—mercenaries, merchants, and
captives—living there. Franciscan attitudes toward
conversion and martyrdom changed dramatically in the
beginning of the fourteenth century, however, when
accounts of the martyrdom of four Franciscans said to
have died while preaching in India were written. The
speed with which the accounts of their martyrdom spread
had less to do with the world beyond Christendom than
with ecclesiastical affairs within, MacEvitt contends. The
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Martyrdom of the Franciscans shows how, for
Franciscans, martyrdom accounts could at once offer
veiled critique of papal policies toward the Order, a
substitute for the rigorous pursuit of poverty, and a
symbolic way to overcome Islam by denying Muslims the
solace of conversion.
Published in 1903, this volume contains detailed
descriptions of the tortures and deaths of Christian
Martyrs. Includes Illustrations.
A collection of inspiring stories tells of those that have
sacrificed their lives for their religious beliefs, from the
familiar martyrs of ancient and medieval times to the
comparatively overlooked Christian martyrs of modern
times and even today. Original.
A unique, wide-ranging volume exploring the historical,
religious, cultural, political, and social aspects of
Christian martyrdom Although a well-studied and
researched topic in early Christianity, martyrdom had
become a relatively neglected subject of scholarship by
the latter half of the 20th century. However, in the years
following the attack on the Twin Towers on September
11, 2001, the study of martyrdom has experienced a
remarkable resurgence. Heightened cultural, religious,
and political debates about Islamic martyrdom have, in a
large part, prompted increased interest in the role of
martyrdom in the Christian tradition. The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to Christian Martyrdom is a comprehensive
examination of the phenomenon from its beginnings to
its role in the present day. This timely volume presents
essays written by 30 prominent scholars that explore the
fundamental concepts, key questions, and contemporary
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debates surrounding martyrdom in Christianity. Broad in
scope, this volume explores topics ranging from the
origins, influences, and theology of martyrdom in the
early church, with particular emphasis placed on the
Martyr Acts, to contemporary issues of gender, identity
construction, and the place of martyrdom in the modern
church. Essays address the role of martyrdom after the
establishment of Christendom, especially its crucial
contribution during and after the Reformation period in
the development of Christian and European national-
building, as well as its role in forming Christian identities
in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This important
contribution to Christian scholarship: Offers the first
comprehensive reference work to examine the topic of
martyrdom throughout Christian history Includes an
exploration of martyrdom and its links to traditions in
Judaism and Islam Covers extensive geographical
zones, time periods, and perspectives Provides topical
commentary on Islamic martyrdom and its parallels to
the Christian church Discusses hotly debated topics such
as the extent of the Roman persecution of early
Christians The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Christian
Martyrdom is an invaluable resource for scholars and
students of religious studies, theology, and Christian
history, as well as readers with interest in the topic of
Christian martyrdom.
In The Myth of Persecution, Candida Moss, a leading
expert on early Christianity, reveals how the early church
exaggerated, invented, and forged stories of Christian
martyrs and how the dangerous legacy of a martyrdom
complex is employed today to silence dissent and
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galvanize a new generation of culture warriors.
According to cherished church tradition and popular
belief, before the Emperor Constantine made Christianity
legal in the fourth century, early Christians were
systematically persecuted by a brutal Roman Empire
intent on their destruction. As the story goes, vast
numbers of believers were thrown to the lions, tortured,
or burned alive because they refused to renounce Christ.
These saints, Christianity's inspirational heroes, are still
venerated today. Moss, however, exposes that the "Age
of Martyrs" is a fiction—there was no sustained 300-year-
long effort by the Romans to persecute Christians.
Instead, these stories were pious exaggerations; highly
stylized rewritings of Jewish, Greek, and Roman noble
death traditions; and even forgeries designed to
marginalize heretics, inspire the faithful, and fund
churches. The traditional story of persecution is still
taught in Sunday school classes, celebrated in sermons,
and employed by church leaders, politicians, and media
pundits who insist that Christians were—and always will
be—persecuted by a hostile, secular world. While
violence against Christians does occur in select parts of
the world today, the rhetoric of persecution is both
misleading and rooted in an inaccurate history of the
early church. Moss urges modern Christians to abandon
the conspiratorial assumption that the world is out to get
Christians and, rather, embrace the consolation, moral
instruction, and spiritual guidance that these martyrdom
stories provide.
You’ll be inspired by the ultimate sacrifice of dozens of
early followers of Jesus as recorded in the classic history
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Foxe’s Christian Martyrs. This sixteenth-century book,
presented here in an abridged and updated edition,
describes the faithful lives and untimely deaths of
Christians from the early church era through the reign of
Queen Elizabeth in England. Though man’s evil toward
man is troubling, the martyrs’ God-given power to rise
above their persecution is ultimately uplifting and
inspiring. This is a book every Christian should be
familiar with!
Martyrs are the perfect disciples of Christ, imitating him
by sacrificing their lives. Their example has always
encouraged the faith of others. Even today people are
dying as martyrs for Christ. This book tells of the very
earliest martyrs in North Africa, and of France, from
which most of these martyred monks came. Includes
Perpetua, Felicitas, Tertullian, Cyprian, and others.
Using perspectives on death from ancient Greek, Roman
and Jewish traditions, a theology professor discusses the
history of Christian martyrdom and challenges the
traditional understanding of the spread of Christianity.
"An easily accessible account of the development of
martyrdom ...Barlow presents a masterful account of how
religion, death and sacrifice developed into the cult of
martyrdom of today." Mia Bloom, University of Georgia
and author of Dying to Kill: The Allure of Suicide Terror
"Thoroughly researched, yet full of novel-like gripping
narratives, this book succeeds in giving the reader a
glimpse of what might happen in the mind of candidates
to "martyrdom" while never loosing sight of the overall
context that brings this phenomenon into being, and
fuels it." Gilbert Achcar, author of The Clash of
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Barbarisms "Hugh Barlow is a gifted writer. In this book
he uses his skills as a renowned sociologist to bring the
reader a refreshing and engaging analysis...This is a
must-read for anyone who is interested in understanding
martyrdom operations from a broad historical and
cultural perspective." Ami Pedahzur, University of Texas
at Austin Dead for Good vividly describes how history
gave rise to the suicide bombers of today. The
passionate submission of ancient Jewish and Christian
martyrs was largely supplanted by militant self-sacrifice
as Islam spread and holy war erupted in the Crusades.
In the Indian Punjab, the Khalsa Sikhs made warrior-
martyrdom an instinct and policy in their defense of
community and of justice. In a last-ditch effort to defeat
the Allies in World War II, the Japanese transformed
warrior-martyrs into martyr-warriors trained to sacrifice
themselves in attacks on enemy carriers. The current
suicide bomber is the latest phase: Whether motivated
by nationalism, religious ideology, or a combination of
both, the new "predatory" martyr dies for the cause while
killing indiscriminately. Exploring martyrdom across
cultures and throughout history, this book gives us new
insights into today's suicide bombers and answers the
common question "Why do they do it?"
In an age of suicide bombers and paranoid political
rhetoric, the concept of martyrdom can make ordinary
Christians uncomfortable, filled at once with fascination
and with dread. Christian martyrdom may seem like
something far removed from common experience
something only from long ago (in gruesome stories of
ancient saints and Roman lions) or far away (in troubled
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Africa or Central Asia or the war-torn Middle East). In this
volume, however, twelve scholars from across academic
disciplines demystify Christian martyrdom and resituate it
within the everyday practices of the church. Beginning
with the persecution of early Christians by the Roman
Empire, Witness of the Body explores the place of
martyrdom in the church through all ages and into the
future. Combining expert historical studies with clear-
headed analysis, these chapters will help Christians
better understand Christian martyrdom not as a quick
ticket to heaven or a cheap political ploy not as
something mystically distant from everyday life but,
rather, as the firm and faithful witness of Christ s church
in a hostile world.
Personal narratives are powerful instruments for
teaching, both for conveying information and for forming
character. The martyrdom accounts preserved in the
literature of early Christianity are especially intense and
dramatic. However, these narratives are not readily
available and are often written in intimidating prose,
making them largely inaccessible for the average reader.
This introductory text brings together key early Christian
martyrdom stories in a single volume, offering new, easy-
to-read translations and expert commentary. An
introduction and explanatory notes accompany each
translation. The book not only provides a vivid window
into the world of early Christianity but also offers spiritual
encouragement and inspiration for Christian life today.
The authors bring to the attention of the world the
sacrifice of many modern Christians who have given
their lives for the gospel. They do a service to the church
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by making it aware that martyrdom is a current affair and
is not relegated solely to the ancient past.
A comprehensive compilation presents historical
information, prayers, quotations, and teaching from and
about Christian martyrs from biblical times to the present
day.
Told through fictional characters, Martyr of the
Catacombs will help the reader understand the history of
the early church and the severe persecution it
experienced.
This Christian classic tells the stories of brave men
and women who were martyred for their faith in the
fourteenth through sixteenth centuries.
In The Blood of Martyrs Joyce E. Salisbury
chronicles the many spectacles of violent martyrdom
that took place during the first three centuries of the
Christian era, describing the role of martyrdom in the
development of the early Church, as well as its
continuing influence on many of today's ideas.
Salisbury shows through the engaging stories of the
martyrs introduced in each chapter, how their legacy
continues to shape contemporary ideas. Discussing
modern martyrdom the book elicits deep lessons for
the present from the ancient past and outlining the
possibility of a religious future without violence. In
The Blood of Martyrs, Salisbury brings to life this
tumultuous time in late antiquity and sheds
invaluable light on religious violence, modern
martyrs, and self-sacrifice.
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This biography tells the stories of representative
martyrs throughout the history of the Church,
beginning with Christ's own passion as the model of
Christian martyrdom. As the stories unfold, Thigpen
explains relevant details, including the nature of
martyrdom, how martyrdom helped build and shape
the Church, and how the Church authenticates
martyrs.
Would you suffer and die for Christ? "When the
Church does not feel pain with those that are part of
them, the Church's nerves ... become dead." Sabrina
Wurmbrand, Co-founder of The Voice of the Martyrs
In 1563, John Foxe began writing a book in tribute to
Christian martyrs, beginning with Stephen, the first
believer who died for the cause of Christ. Foxe's
original work ended with the martyrs of his own day
-- those who were killed during the reign of "Bloody
Mary." He wanted the Church to remember the
martyrs, for he knew that the blood of the martyrs
truly is the seed of the Church. Martyrdom is not a
thing of the past. The Christian Church continues to
endure great persecution in many places around the
world. In fact, more Christians were affected by
persecution, including martyrdom, during the
twentieth century than in all previous centuries
combined. Listen to the cries of the martyrs, and let
their faith, courage, and love touch your life.
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