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“Offers a useful reminder of the role of modern science in fundamentally transforming
all of our lives.” —President Barack Obama (on Twitter) “An important book.” —Steven
Pinker, The New York Times Book Review Now also a PBS documentary series: the
surprising story of how humans gained what amounts to an extra life, from the
bestselling author of How We Got to Now and Where Good Ideas Come From As a
species we have doubled our life expectancy in just one hundred years. All the
advances of modern life—the medical breakthroughs, the public health institutions, the
rising standards of living—have given us each about twenty thousand extra days on
average. There are few measures of human progress more astonishing than our
increased longevity. This book is Steven Johnson’s attempt to understand where that
progress came from. How many of those extra twenty thousand days came from
vaccines, or the decrease in famines, or seatbelts? What are the forces that now keep
us alive longer? Behind each breakthrough lies an inspiring story of cooperative
innovation, of brilliant thinkers bolstered by strong systems of public support and
collaborative networks. But it is not enough simply to remind ourselves that progress is
possible. How do we avoid decreases in life expectancy as our public health systems
face unprecedented challenges? What current technologies or interventions that could
reduce the impact of future crises are we somehow ignoring? A study in how
meaningful change happens in society, Extra Life is an ode to the enduring power of
common goals and public resources. The most fundamental progress we have
experienced over the past few centuries has not come from big corporations or startups. It has come, instead, from activists struggling for reform; from university-based and
publicly funded scientists sharing their findings open-source-style; and from nonprofit
agencies spreading new innovations around the world.
"War... is merely an idea, an institution, like dueling or slavery, that has been grafted
onto human existence. It is not a trick of fate, a thunderbolt from hell, a natural calamity,
or a desperate plot contrivance dreamed up by some sadistic puppeteer on high. And it
seems to me that the institution is in pronounced decline, abandoned as attitudes
toward it have changed, roughly following the pattern by which the ancient and
formidable institution of slavery became discredited and then mostly obsolete."—from
the Introduction War is one of the great themes of human history and now, John
Mueller believes, it is clearly declining. Developed nations have generally abandoned it
as a way for conducting their relations with other countries, and most current warfare
(though not all) is opportunistic predation waged by packs—often remarkably small
ones—of criminals and bullies. Thus, argues Mueller, war has been substantially
reduced to its remnants—or dregs—and thugs are the residual combatants. Mueller is
sensitive to the policy implications of this view. When developed states commit
disciplined troops to peacekeeping, the result is usually a rapid cessation of murderous
disorder. The Remnants of War thus reinvigorates our sense of the moral responsibility
bound up in peacekeeping. In Mueller's view, capable domestic policing and military
forces can also be effective in reestablishing civic order, and the building of competent
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governments is key to eliminating most of what remains of warfare.
Do you cringe when a talking head pronounces “niche” as NITCH? Do you get bent out
of shape when your teenager begins a sentence with “and”? Do you think British
spellings are more “civilised” than the American versions? If you answered yes to any
of those questions, you’re myth-informed. In Origins of the Specious, word mavens
Patricia T. O’Conner and Stewart Kellerman reveal why some of grammar’s bestknown “rules” aren’t—and never were—rules at all. This playfully witty, rigorously
researched book sets the record straight about bogus word origins, politically correct
fictions, phony français, fake acronyms, and more. Here are some shockers: “They”
was once commonly used for both singular and plural, much the way “you” is today.
And an eighteenth-century female grammarian, of all people, is largely responsible for
the all-purpose “he.” From the Queen’s English to street slang, this eye-opening romp
will be the toast of grammarphiles and the salvation of grammarphobes. Take our word
for it.
Philosophical Writing: An Introduction, 4th Edition, features numerous updates and
revisions to A. P. Martinich’s best-selling text that instructs beginning philosophy
students on how to craft a well-written philosophical essay. Features an entirely new
chapter on how to read a philosophical essay, new sections on quantification and
modality, and rhetoric in philosophical writing, as well as more updated essay examples
Includes many new essay examples and an accompanying website with further topics
and examples Traces the evolution of a good philosophical essay from draft stage to
completion Emphasizes what a student should do in crafting an essay, rather than on
what not to do Written with clarity and humor by a leading philosopher
This New York Times bestseller is an exciting and fearless investigation of language
from the author of Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature and The Sense of Style
and Enlightenment Now. "Curious, inventive, fearless, naughty." --The New York Times
Book Review Bestselling author Steven Pinker possesses that rare combination of
scientific aptitude and verbal eloquence that enables him to provide lucid explanations
of deep and powerful ideas. His previous books - including the Pulitzer Prize finalist The
Blank Slate - have catapulted him into the limelight as one of today's most important
popular science writers. In The Stuff of Thought, Pinker presents a fascinating look at
how our words explain our nature. Considering scientific questions with examples from
everyday life, The Stuff of Thought is a brilliantly crafted and highly readable work that
will appeal to fans of everything from The Selfish Gene and Blink to Eats, Shoots &
Leaves.
The day of 9 Thermidor (27 July 1794) is universally acknowledged as a major turningpoint in the history of the French Revolution. At 12.00 midnight, Maximilien
Robespierre, the most prominent member of the Committee of Public Safety which had
for more than a year directed the Reign of Terror, was planning to destroy one of the
most dangerous plots that the Revolution had faced. By 12.00 midnight at the close of
the day, following a day of uncertainty, surprises, upsets and reverses, his world had
been turned upside down. He was an outlaw, on the run, and himself wanted for
conspiracy against the Republic. He felt that his whole life and his Revolutionary career
were drawing to an end. As indeed they were. He shot himself shortly afterwards. Halfdead, the guillotine finished him off in grisly fashion the next day. The Fall of
Robespierre provides an hour-by-hour analysis of these 24 hours.
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There are approximately six thousand languages on Earth today, each a descendant of
the tongue first spoken by Homo sapiens some 150,000 years ago. While laying out
how languages mix and mutate over time, linguistics professor John McWhorter
reminds us of the variety within the species that speaks them, and argues that, contrary
to popular perception, language is not immutable and hidebound, but a living, dynamic
entity that adapts itself to an ever-changing human environment. Full of humor and
imaginative insight, The Power of Babel draws its illustrative examples from languages
around the world, including pidgins, Creoles, and nonstandard dialects.
“Do you want to write clearer, livelier prose? This witty primer will help.” —The New
York Times Book Review An exploration of how the most ordinary words can be turned
into verbal constellations of extraordinary grace through the art of building sentences
The sentence is the common ground where every writer walks. A good sentence can be
written (and read) by anyone if we simply give it the gift of our time, and it is as close as
most of us will get to making something truly beautiful. Using minimal technical terms
and sources ranging from the Bible and Shakespeare to George Orwell and Maggie
Nelson, as well as scientific studies of what can best fire the reader's mind, author Joe
Moran shows how we can all write in a way that is clear, compelling and alive. Whether
dealing with finding the ideal word, building a sentence, or constructing a paragraph,
First You Write a Sentence informs by light example: much richer than a style guide, it
can be read not only for instruction but for pleasure and delight. And along the way, it
shows how good writing can help us notice the world, make ourselves known to others,
and live more meaningful lives. It's an elegant gem in praise of the English sentence.

The classic book on the development of human language by the world’s leading
expert on language and the mind. In this classic, the world's expert on language
and mind lucidly explains everything you always wanted to know about language:
how it works, how children learn it, how it changes, how the brain computes it,
and how it evolved. With deft use of examples of humor and wordplay, Steven
Pinker weaves our vast knowledge of language into a compelling story: language
is a human instinct, wired into our brains by evolution. The Language Instinct
received the William James Book Prize from the American Psychological
Association and the Public Interest Award from the Linguistics Society of
America. This edition includes an update on advances in the science of language
since The Language Instinct was first published.
In the wake of Gretchen Carlson’s lawsuit against former Fox News chairman
and CEO Roger Ailes, her memoir of her time at Fox—working alongside Megyn
Kelly, Bill O’Reilly, Steve Doocy, and other prominent conservative news
personalities—is more relevant than ever. In this candid memoir, celebrity news
anchorwoman Gretchen Carlson shares her inspiring story and offers important
takeaways about what it means to strive for and find success in the real world.
With warmth and wit, she takes readers from her Minnesota childhood, when she
became a violin prodigy, through attending Stanford and later rising to anchor of
The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson on Fox News after working her way up
from local television stations. Carlson addresses the intense competitive effort of
winning the Miss America Pageant, the challenges she’s faced as a woman in
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broadcast television, and how she manages to balance work and family as the
wife of high-profile sports agent Casey Close and devoted mother to their two
children. An unceasing advocate for respect and equality for women, Carlson
writes openly about her own struggles with body image, pageant stereotypes,
building her career, and having the courage to speak her mind. Encouraging
women to believe in themselves, chase their dreams, and never give up, Carlson
emerges in Getting Real as a living example of personal strength and
perseverance.
The idea that 'home' is a special place, a separate place, a place where we can
be our true selves, is so obvious to us today that we barely pause to think about
it. But, as Judith Flanders shows in her best and most ambitious work to date,
"home" is a relatively new idea. In The Making of Home, Flanders traces the
evolution of the house from the sixteenth to the early twentieth century across
northern Europe and America, showing how the homes we know today bear only
a faint resemblance to homes though history. What turned a house into the
concept of home? Why did northwestern Europe, a politically unimportant,
sociologically underdeveloped region of the world, suddenly became the
powerhouse of the Industrial Revolution, the capitalist crucible that created
modernity? While investigating these important questions, Flanders uncovers the
fascinating development of ordinary household items--from cutlery, chairs and
curtains, to the fitted kitchen, plumbing and windows--while also dismantling
many domestic myths. In this prodigiously researched and engagingly written
book, Flanders brilliantly and elegantly draws together the threads of religion,
history, economics, technology and the arts to show not merely what happened,
but why it happened: how we ended up in a world where we can all say, like
Dorothy in Oz, "There's no place like home."
A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the author of Rationality,
The Better Angels of Our Nature, and Enlightenment Now. "Sweeping, erudite,
sharply argued, and fun to read..also highly persuasive." --Time Updated with a
new afterword One of the world's leading experts on language and the mind
explores the idea of human nature and its moral, emotional, and political
colorings. With characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that the
dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by many intellectuals
during the past century-denies our common humanity and our individual
preferences, replaces objective analyses of social problems with feel-good
slogans, and distorts our understanding of politics, violence, parenting, and the
arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that are notorious for ax-grinding
and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the importance of an honest acknowledgment of
human nature based on science and common sense.
Legendary writing coach Jack Hart spent twenty-six years at the Oregonian and
has taught students and professionals of all stripes, including bloggers,
podcasters, and more than one Pulitzer Prize winner. Good writing, he says, has
the same basic attributes regardless of genre or medium. Wordcraft shares
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Hart’s techniques for achieving those attributes in one of the most broadly useful
writing books ever written. Originally published in 2006 as A Writer’s Coach, the
book has been updated to address the needs of writers well beyond print
journalists. Hart breaks the writing process into a series of manageable steps,
from idea to polishing. Filled with real-world examples, both good and bad,
Wordcraft shows how to bring such characteristics as force, brevity, clarity,
rhythm, and color to any kind of writing. Wordcraft now functions as a set with the
second edition of Hart’s book Storycraft, on the art of storytelling, also available
from Chicago.
'Richard Dawkins is a thunderously gifted science writer.' Sunday Times 'It may
be a collection of shorter parts, but the book is in no sense Dawkins made
simple. It amounts to a substantive whole which offers a unitary panoramic view
across his entire intellectual life.' Spectator Including conversations with Neil
DeGrasse Tyson, Steven Pinker, Matt Ridley and more, this is an essential guide
to the most exciting ideas of our time and their proponents from our most brilliant
science communicator. Books Do Furnish a Life is divided by theme, including
celebrating nature, exploring humanity, and interrogating faith. For the first time, it
brings together Richard Dawkins' forewords, afterwords and introductions to the
work of some of the leading thinkers of our age - Carl Sagan, Lawrence Krauss,
Jacob Bronowski, Lewis Wolpert - with a selection of his reviews to provide an
electrifying celebration of science writing, both fiction and non-fiction. It is also a
sparkling addition to Dawkins' own remarkable canon of work. Plenty of other
scientists write well, but no one writes like Dawkins... here is Dawkins the
teacher, the scholar, the polemicist, the joker, the aesthete, the poet, the satirist,
the man of compassion as well as indignation, the slayer of superstition and,
above all, the scientist. - Areo Magazine
The bestselling Emotion Thesaurus, often hailed as “the gold standard for
writers” and credited with transforming how writers craft emotion, has now been
expanded to include 56 new entries! One of the biggest struggles for writers is
how to convey emotion to readers in a unique and compelling way. When
showing our characters’ feelings, we often use the first idea that comes to mind,
and they end up smiling, nodding, and frowning too much. If you need inspiration
for creating characters’ emotional responses that are personalized and
evocative, this ultimate show-don’t-tell guide for emotion can help. It includes: •
Body language cues, thoughts, and visceral responses for over 130 emotions
that cover a range of intensity from mild to severe, providing innumerable options
for individualizing a character’s reactions • A breakdown of the biggest emotionrelated writing problems and how to overcome them • Advice on what should be
done before drafting to make sure your characters’ emotions will be realistic and
consistent • Instruction for how to show hidden feelings and emotional subtext
through dialogue and nonverbal cues • And much more! The Emotion
Thesaurus, in its easy-to-navigate list format, will inspire you to create stronger,
fresher character expressions and engage readers from your first page to your
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Ayn Rand’s philosophy of Objectivism is increasingly influencing the shape of
the world from business and politics to achieving personal goals. Here, Leonard
Peikoff—Rand’s heir—explains how you can communicate philosophical ideas with
conviction, logic, and, most of all, reason. Based on a series of lectures
presented by Peikoff, Objective Communication shows how to apply Objectivist
principles to the problem of achieving clarity both in thought and in
communication. Peikoff teaches readers how to write, speak, and argue on the
subject of philosophical ideas—ideas pertaining to profoundly important issues
ranging from the question of the existence of God to the nature and proper limits
of government power. Including enlightening discussions of a wide range of
Objectivist topics—such as the primacy of consciousness, the pitfalls of
rationalistic thinking, and the true meaning of the word “altruism,” as well as indepth analysis of some of Ayn Rand’s own writings—Peikoff’s Objective
Communication is essential reading for anyone interested in Ayn Rand’s
philosophy.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the
most peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into
intrinsic values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable
measure.
Why do so many swear words involve sex, bodily functions and religion? Why are
some words rude and others aren't? Why can launching into expletives be so
shocking - and sometimes so amusing? Steven Pinker takes us on a fascinating
and funny journey through the world of profanities, taken from his bestselling The
Stuff of Thought, to show us why we swear (whatever our language or culture),
how taboos change and how we use obscenities in different ways. You'll discover
that in Québecois French the expression 'Tabernacle' is outrageous, that the
Middle Ages were littered with four-letter words, that 'scumbag' has a very
unsavoury origin and that in a certain Aboriginal language every word is filthy
when spoken in front of your mother-in-law. Covering everything from free
speech to Tourette's, from pottymouthed celebrities to poetry, this book reveals
what swearing tells us about how our minds work. (It's also a bloody good read).
The Copyeditor’s Workbook—a companion to the indispensable Copyeditor’s
Handbook, now in its fourth edition—offers comprehensive and practical training
for both aspiring and experienced copyeditors. Exercises of increasing difficulty
and length, covering a range of subjects, enable you to advance in skill and
confidence. Detailed answer keys offer a grounding in editorial basics,
appropriate usage choices for different contexts and audiences, and advice on
communicating effectively with authors and clients. The exercises provide an
extensive workout in the knowledge and skills required of contemporary editors.
Features and benefits Workbook challenges editors to build their skills and to use
new tools. Exercises vary and increase in difficulty and length, allowing users to
advance along the way. Answer keys illustrate several techniques for marking
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copy, including marking PDFs and hand marking hard copy. Book includes
access to online exercises available for download.
A survey of the quirks and quandaries of the English language, focusing on our
strange and wonderful grammar Why do we say “I am reading a catalog” instead
of “I read a catalog”? Why do we say “do” at all? Is the way we speak a
reflection of our cultural values? Delving into these provocative topics and more,
Our Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds of years of fascinating lore
into one lively history. Covering such turning points as the little-known Celtic and
Welsh influences on English, the impact of the Viking raids and the Norman
Conquest, and the Germanic invasions that started it all during the fifth century
ad, John McWhorter narrates this colorful evolution with vigor. Drawing on
revolutionary genetic and linguistic research as well as a cache of remarkable
trivia about the origins of English words and syntax patterns, Our Magnificent
Bastard Tongue ultimately demonstrates the arbitrary, maddening nature of
English— and its ironic simplicity due to its role as a streamlined lingua franca
during the early formation of Britain. This is the book that language aficionados
worldwide have been waiting for (and no, it’s not a sin to end a sentence with a
preposition).
An assessment of human thought and behavior explores conundrums from the
mind's ability to perceive three dimensions to the nature of consciousness, in an
account that draws on beliefs in cognitive science and evolutionary biology.
Bad writing can't be blamed on the Internet, or on 'the kids today'. Good writing
has always been hard: a performance requiring pretense, empathy, and a drive
for coherence. In The Sense of Style, cognitive scientist and linguist Steven
Pinker uses the latest scientific insights to bring us a style and usage guide for
the 21st century. What do skilful writers know about the link between syntax and
ideas? How can we overcome the Curse of Knowledge, the difficulty in imagining
what it's like not to know something we do? And can we distinguish the myths
and superstitions from rules that enhance clarity and grace? As Pinker shows,
everyone can improve their mastery of writing and their appreciation of the art
(yes, 'their').
Are human beings less violent than before? Why do we adopt certain moral and
political judgements? Why is the gap between rich and poor getting bigger? How
do we decide which criminal policies are effective? What is the Population
Challenge for the 21st Century? What is social science? In Big Ideas in Social
Science, David Edmonds and Nigel Warburton put these and more of our
society’s burning questions to 18 of the world’s leading social scientists
including Steven Pinker, Ann Oakley, Lawrence Sherman, Kate Pickett, Robert J.
Shiller and Doreen Massey. The result is a collection of thought-provoking
discussions that span the fields of sociology, politics, economics, criminology,
geography and many more.From the people who brought us the Philosophy Bites
series, Big Ideas in Social Science is a fascinating and accessible introduction to
the key ideas and findings of the social sciences. The interviews for this book are
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based on a series of podcasts, Social Science Bites, sponsored by SAGE. Social
Science Bites was inspired by the popular Philosophy Bites podcast
(www.philosophybites.com), which was founded by David and Nigel in 2007 and
has so far had 26 million downloads. Philosophy Bites has spawned three books,
Philosophy Bites, Philosophy Bites Back and Philosophy Bites Again.
The bestselling guide to grammar--now new and expanded--includes a whole
new chapter on language in the age of email.
Part of the Jewish Encounter series In 1656, Amsterdam’s Jewish community
excommunicated Baruch Spinoza, and, at the age of twenty–three, he became
the most famous heretic in Judaism. He was already germinating a secularist
challenge to religion that would be as radical as it was original. He went on to
produce one of the most ambitious systems in the history of Western philosophy,
so ahead of its time that scientists today, from string theorists to neurobiologists,
count themselves among Spinoza’s progeny. In Betraying Spinoza, Rebecca
Goldstein sets out to rediscover the flesh-and-blood man often hidden beneath
the veneer of rigorous rationality, and to crack the mystery of the breach between
the philosopher and his Jewish past. Goldstein argues that the trauma of the
Inquisition’ s persecution of its forced Jewish converts plays itself out in
Spinoza’s philosophy. The excommunicated Spinoza, no less than his
excommunicators, was responding to Europe’ s first experiment with racial antiSemitism. Here is a Spinoza both hauntingly emblematic and deeply human, both
heretic and hero—a surprisingly contemporary figure ripe for our own uncertain
age. From the Hardcover edition.
The Elements of Style is an American English writing style guide in numerous
editions. The original was composed by William Strunk Jr. in 1918, and published
by Harcourt in 1920, comprising eight "elementary rules of usage", ten
"elementary principles of composition", "a few matters of form", a list of 49 "words
and expressions commonly misused", and a list of 57 "words often misspelled".
E. B. White greatly enlarged and revised the book for publication by Macmillan in
1959. That was the first edition of the so-called Strunk & White, which Time
named in 2011 as one of the 100 best and most influential books written in
English since 1923.
Everyone talks about style, but no one explains it. The authors of this book do;
and in doing so, they provoke the reader to consider style, not as an elegant
accessory of effective prose, but as its very heart. At a time when writing skills
have virtually disappeared, what can be done? If only people learned the
principles of verbal correctness, the essential rules, wouldn't good prose simply
fall into place? Thomas and Turner say no. Attending to rules of grammar, sense,
and sentence structure will no more lead to effective prose than knowing the
mechanics of a golf swing will lead to a hole-in-one. Furthermore, ten-step
programs to better writing exacerbate the problem by failing to recognize, as
Thomas and Turner point out, that there are many styles with different standards.
In the first half of Clear and Simple, the authors introduce a range of
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styles--reflexive, practical, plain, contemplative, romantic, prophetic, and
others--contrasting them to classic style. Its principles are simple: The writer
adopts the pose that the motive is truth, the purpose is presentation, the reader is
an intellectual equal, and the occasion is informal. Classic style is at home in
everything from business memos to personal letters, from magazine articles to
university writing. The second half of the book is a tour of examples--the
exquisite and the execrable--showing what has worked and what hasn't. Classic
prose is found everywhere: from Thomas Jefferson to Junichir? Tanizaki, from
Mark Twain to the observations of an undergraduate. Here are many fine
performances in classic style, each clear and simple as the truth. Originally
published in 1994. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
"The implied reader of my little book is a student of economics or of related fields
who needs to write. The book originated in a course for graduate economics
students at the University of Chicago in the 1970s." -- preface, page ix.
Wendy the Wanderer's over-protective father never lets her go anywhere alone,
so when he hires a babysitter, Wendy decides to venture out into Trubble Town
alone where she meets Squirrelly McSquirell and other townsfolk.
In his essential writing guide, This Year You Write Your Novel, Walter Mosley
supplied aspiring writers with the basic tools to write a novel in one year. In this
com-plementary follow up, Mosley guides the writer through the elements of not
just any fiction writing, but the kind of writing that transcends convention and truly
stands out. How does one approach the genius of writers like Melville, Dickens,
or Twain? In The Elements of Fiction Writing, Walter Mosley contemplates the
answer. In a series of instructive and conversational chapters, Mosley
demonstrates how to master fiction's most essential elements: character and
char-acter development, plot and story, voice and narrative, context and
description, and more. The result is a vivid depiction of the writing process, from
the blank page to the first draft to rewriting, and rewriting again. Throughout, The
Elements of Fiction Writing is enriched by brilliant demonstrative examples that
Mosley himself has written here for the first time. Inspiring, accessible, and told in
a voice both trustworthy and wise, The Elements of Fiction writing will intrigue
and encourage writers and readers alike.
Gay. Straight. Or lying. Itâ€™s as simple and straightforward as black or white,
right? Or is there a gray area, where the definitions of sex and gender become
blurred or entirely refocused with the deft and practiced use of a surgeonâ€™s
knife? For some, the concept of gender â€" the very idea we have of ourselves
as either male or female beings â€" is neither simple nor straightforward. Written
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by cutting-edge researcher and sex expert J. Michael Bailey, The Man Who
Would Be Queen is a frankly controversial, intensely poignant, and boldly
forthright book about sex and gender. Based on his original research, Baileyâ€™s
book is grounded firmly in science. But as he demonstrates, science doesnâ€™t
always deliver predictable or even comfortable answers. Indeed, much of what
he has to say will be sure to generate as many questions as it does answers. Are
gay men genuinely more feminine than other men? And do they really prefer to
be hairdressers rather than lumberjacks? Are all male transsexuals women
trapped in menâ€™s bodies â€" or are some of them men who are just plain
turned on by the idea of becoming a woman? And how much of a role do biology
and genetics play in sexual orientation? But while Baileyâ€™s science is
provocative, it is the portraits of the boys and men who struggle with these
questions â€" and often with anger, fear, and hurt feelings â€" that will move you.
You will meet Danny, an eight-year old boy whose favorite game is playing house
and who yearns to dress up as a princess for Halloween. And Martin, an expert
makeup artist who was plagued by inner turmoil as a youth but is now openly
homosexual and has had many men as sex partners. And Kim, a strikingly sexy
transsexual who still has a penis and works as a dancer and a call girl for men
who like she-males while she awaits sex reassignment surgery. These and other
stories make it clear that there are men â€" and men who become women â€"
who want only to understand themselves and the society that makes them feel
like outsiders. That there are parents, friends, and families that seek answers to
confusing and complicated questions. And that there are researchers who hope
one day to grasp the very nature of human sexuality. As the striking cover image
â€" a distinctly muscular and obviously male pair of legs posed in a pair of lowheeled pumps â€" makes clear, the concept of gender, the very idea we have of
ourselves as either male or female beings, is neither simple nor straightforward
for some.
"If you are not already a Steven Pinker addict, this book will make you one."
--Jared Diamond In Words and Rules, Steven Pinker explores profound
mysteries of language by picking a deceptively simple phenomenon--regular and
irregular verbs--and examining it from every angle. With humor and verve, he
covers an astonishing array of topics in the sciences and humanities, from the
history of languages to how to simulate languages on computers to major ideas
in the history of Western philosophy. Through it all, Pinker presents a single,
powerful idea: that language comprises a mental dictionary of memorized words
and a mental grammar of creative rules. The idea extends beyond language and
offers insight into the very nature of the human mind. This is a sparkling, eyeopening, and utterly original book by one of the world's leading cognitive
scientists.
Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of language and its connections to
cognition, perception, social relationships, child development, human evolution, and
theories of human nature. This eclectic collection spans Pinker's thirty-year career,
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exploring his favorite themes in greater depth and scientific detail. It includes thirteen of
Pinker's classic articles, ranging over topics such as language development in children,
mental imagery, the recognition of shapes, the computational architecture of the mind,
the meaning and uses of verbs, the evolution of language and cognition, the naturenurture debate, and the logic of innuendo and euphemism. Each outlines a major
theory or takes up an argument with another prominent scholar, such as Stephen Jay
Gould, Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins.
“Charming and erudite," from the author of Rationality and Enlightenment Now, "The
wit and insight and clarity he brings . . . is what makes this book such a gem.”
—Time.com Why is so much writing so bad, and how can we make it better? Is the
English language being corrupted by texting and social media? Do the kids today even
care about good writing—and why should we care? From the author of The Better
Angels of Our Nature and Enlightenment Now. In this entertaining and eminently
practical book, the cognitive scientist, dictionary consultant, and New York
Times–bestselling author Steven Pinker rethinks the usage guide for the twenty-first
century. Using examples of great and gruesome modern prose while avoiding the
scolding tone and Spartan tastes of the classic manuals, he shows how the art of
writing can be a form of pleasurable mastery and a fascinating intellectual topic in its
own right. The Sense of Style is for writers of all kinds, and for readers who are
interested in letters and literature and are curious about the ways in which the sciences
of mind can illuminate how language works at its best.
Anxious about apostrophes? In a pickle over your pronouns and prepositions? Fear
not—Mr. Gwynne is here with his wonderfully concise and highly enjoyable book of
grammar. Within these pages, adults and children alike will find all they need to
rediscover this lost science and sharpen up their skills. Mr. Gwynne believes that
happiness depends at least partly on good grammar—and Mr. Gwynne is never wrong.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “In our uncertain age, which can so often feel so
dark and disturbing, Steven Pinker has distinguished himself as a voice of positivity.” –
New York Times Can reading a book make you more rational? Can it help us
understand why there is so much irrationality in the world? Steven Pinker, author of
Enlightenment Now (Bill Gates’s "new favorite book of all time”) answers all the
questions here Today humanity is reaching new heights of scientific
understanding--and also appears to be losing its mind. How can a species that
developed vaccines for Covid-19 in less than a year produce so much fake news,
medical quackery, and conspiracy theorizing? Pinker rejects the cynical cliché that
humans are simply irrational--cavemen out of time saddled with biases, fallacies, and
illusions. After all, we discovered the laws of nature, lengthened and enriched our lives,
and set out the benchmarks for rationality itself. We actually think in ways that are
sensible in the low-tech contexts in which we spend most of our lives, but fail to take
advantage of the powerful tools of reasoning we’ve discovered over the millennia:
logic, critical thinking, probability, correlation and causation, and optimal ways to update
beliefs and commit to choices individually and with others. These tools are not a
standard part of our education, and have never been presented clearly and
entertainingly in a single book--until now. Rationality also explores its opposite: how the
rational pursuit of self-interest, sectarian solidarity, and uplifting mythology can add up
to crippling irrationality in a society. Collective rationality depends on norms that are
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explicitly designed to promote objectivity and truth. Rationality matters. It leads to better
choices in our lives and in the public sphere, and is the ultimate driver of social justice
and moral progress. Brimming with Pinker’s customary insight and humor, Rationality
will enlighten, inspire, and empower.
The Sense of StyleThe Thinking Person's Guide to Writing in the 21st Century
"Pinker has a lot of ideas and sometimes controversial opinions about writing and in
this entertaining and instructive book he rethinks the usage guide for the 21st century.
Don't blame the internet, he says, good writing has always been hard. It requires
imagination, taking pleasure in reading, overcoming the difficult we all have in imaging
what it's like to not know something we do know."--Publisher information.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK
OF 2018 ONE OF THE ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR "My new favorite book
of all time." --Bill Gates If you think the world is coming to an end, think again: people
are living longer, healthier, freer, and happier lives, and while our problems are
formidable, the solutions lie in the Enlightenment ideal of using reason and science. By
the author of the new book, Rationality. Is the world really falling apart? Is the ideal of
progress obsolete? In this elegant assessment of the human condition in the third
millennium, cognitive scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step
back from the gory headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our psychological
biases. Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows that
life, health, prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not
just in the West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some cosmic force. It
is a gift of the Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can enhance
human flourishing. Far from being a naïve hope, the Enlightenment, we now know, has
worked. But more than ever, it needs a vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project
swims against currents of human nature--tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization,
magical thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to exploit. Many commentators,
committed to political, religious, or romantic ideologies, fight a rearguard action against
it. The result is a corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious institutions
of liberal democracy and global cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary flair,
Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and humanism: the ideals we
need to confront our problems and continue our progress.
From the No. 1 bestselling author of What If? - the man who created xkcd and
explained the laws of science with cartoons - comes a series of brilliantly simple
diagrams ('blueprints' if you want to be complicated about it) that show how important
things work: from the nuclear bomb to the biro. It's good to know what the parts of a
thing are called, but it's much more interesting to know what they do. Richard Feynman
once said that if you can't explain something to a first-year student, you don't really get
it. In Thing Explainer, Randall Munroe takes a quantum leap past this: he explains
things using only drawings and a vocabulary of just our 1,000 (or the ten hundred) most
common words. Many of the things we use every day - like our food-heating radio
boxes ('microwaves'), our very tall roads ('bridges'), and our computer rooms
('datacentres') - are strange to us. So are the other worlds around our sun (the solar
system), the big flat rocks we live on (tectonic plates), and even the stuff inside us
(cells). Where do these things come from? How do they work? What do they look like if
you open them up? And what would happen if we heated them up, cooled them down,
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pointed them in a different direction, or pressed this button? In Thing Explainer, Munroe
gives us the answers to these questions and many, many more. Funny, interesting, and
always understandable, this book is for anyone -- age 5 to 105 -- who has ever
wondered how things work, and why.
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