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The centuries after the end of Roman control of Britain in AD 410 are some of the most vital in
Britain's history - yet some of the least understood. 'Warlords' brings to life a world of ambition,
brutality and violence in a politically fragmented land, and provides a compelling new history of
an age that would transform Britain. By comparing the archaeology against the available
historical sources of the period, 'Warlords' presents a coherent picture of the political and
military machinations of the fifth and sixth centuries that laid the foundations of English and
Welsh history. Included are the warring personalities of the local leaders and a look at the
enigma of King Arthur. Some warlords sought power within the old Roman framework; some
used an alternative British approach; and, others exploited the emerging Anglo-Saxon system but for all warlords, the struggle was for power.
Although lowland Britain in 300 CE had been as Roman as any province in the empire, in the
generations on either side of 400, urban life, the money economy, and the functioning state
collapsed. Many of the most quotidian and fundamental elements of Roman-style material
culture ceased to be manufactured. Skills related to iron and copper smelting, wooden board
and plank making, stone quarrying, commercial butchery, horticulture, and tanning largely
disappeared, as did the knowledge standing behind the production of wheel-thrown, kiln-fired
pottery and building in stone. No other period in Britain's prehistory or history witnessed the
loss of so many classes of once-common skills and objects. While the reasons for this
breakdown remain unclear, it is indisputable the collapse was foundational in the making of a
new world we characterize as early medieval. The standard explanation for the emergence of
the new-style material culture found in lowland Britain by the last quarter of the fifth century is
that foreign objects were brought in by "Anglo-Saxon" settlers. Marshalling a wealth of
archaeological evidence, Robin Fleming argues instead that not only Continental immigrants,
but also the people whose ancestors had long lived in Britain built this new material world
together from the ashes of the old, forging an identity that their descendants would eventually
come to think of as English. As with most identities, she cautions, this was one rooted in
neither birth nor blood, but historically constructed, and advanced and maintained over the
generations by the shared material culture and practices that developed during and after
Rome's withdrawal from Britain.
Leading archaeologist Francis Pryor retells the story of King Arthur, legendary king of the
Britons, tracing it back to its Bronze Age origins.
Chronicles Britain's rise to imperial might in the wake of the American Revolution, recording life
in its diverse colonies and reflecting on the inherent weaknesses of the empire, its inevitable
decline, and its legacy for the present.
Britain After RomeThe Fall and Rise, 400-1070Penguin Global
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -- the untold
story of Ireland's role in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.
Every year millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how
great an influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of civilization. Not only did he
bring Christianity to Ireland, he instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the
conditions that allowed Ireland to become "the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus preserve
Western culture while Europe was being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining and
compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how Europe evolved from the classical
age of Rome to the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken place.
Not only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying
manuscripts of Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning
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on the continent were forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task. As
Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate with medieval culture has
its roots in Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on the European continent, it
was from Ireland that they were germinated. In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant
Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that few know about but which is
central to understanding our past and our cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a
winking wit that aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who relaunched civilization.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and
Heroes.
Jones offers a lucid and thorough analysis of the economic, social, military, and environmental
problems that contributed to the failure of the Romans, drawing on literary sources and on
recent archaeological evidence.
The two-and-a-half centuries after 1066 were momentous ones in the history of Britain. In
1066, England was conquered for the last time. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class was destroyed
and and the English became a subject race, dominated by a Norman-French dynasty and
aristocracy. This book shows how the English domination of the kingdom was by no means a
foregone conclusion. The struggle for mastery in the book's title is in reality the struggle for
different masteries within Great Britain. The book weaves together the histories of England,
Scotland and Wales in a new way and argues that all three, in their different fashions, were
competing for domination

This first novel in Jack Whyte's riveting Arthurian series tells how the story of Camelot
may have actually come to be. We all know the story—how Arthur pulled the sword from
the stone and how Camelot came to be. But how did it really happen? The Roman
citizens of Britain faced a deadly choice: leave to live in a corrupt Roman world, or stay
amidst the violence of the warring factions of Picts, Celts, and invading Saxons. For
Publius Varrus and Caius Britannicus, there is only one answer. They will stay, try to
preserve the best of Roman life, and create a new culture from the wreckage. In doing
so, they will plant the seeds of a legend. For these two men are Arthur's greatgrandfathers and their actions will shape a nation...and forge the sword known as
Excalibur. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
How did Roman Britain end? This new study draws on fresh archaeological discoveries
to argue that the end of Roman Britain was not the product of either a violent cataclysm
or an economic collapse. Instead, the structure of late antique society, based on the
civilian ideology of paideia, was forced to change by the disappearance of the Roman
state. By the fifth century elite power had shifted to the warband and the edges of their
swords. In this book Dr Gerrard describes and explains that process of transformation
and explores the role of the 'Anglo-Saxons' in this time of change. This profound
ideological shift returned Britain to a series of 'small worlds', the existence of which had
been hidden by the globalizing structures of Roman imperialism. Highly illustrated, the
book includes two appendices, which detail Roman cemetery sites and weapon trauma,
and pottery assemblages from the period.
The Long War for Britannia is unique. It recounts some two centuries of ‘lost’ British
history, while providing decisive proof that the early records for this period are the very
opposite of ‘fake news’. The book shows that the discrepancies in dates claimed by
many scholars are illusory. Every early source originally recorded the same events in
the same year. It is only the transition to Anno Domini dating centuries afterward that
distorts our perceptions. Of equal significance, the book demonstrates that King Arthur
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and Uther Pendragon are the very opposite of medieval fantasy. Current scholarly
doubts arose from the fact that different British regions had very different memories of
post-Roman British rulers. Some remembered Arthur as the ‘Proud Tyrant’, a monarch
who plunged the island into civil war. Others recalled him as the British general who
saved Britain when all seemed lost. The deeds of Uther Pendragon replicate the
victories of the dread Mercian king Penda. These authentic--yet radically
different--narratives distort history to this very day.
'The toga was often to be seen among them': with these words the Roman Historian
Tacitus describes the Britons adopting the Roman way of life at an early stage of their
long history as Roman provincials.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
The story of the Claudian Conquest of Britain was only partly recorded by ancient
historians. Tacitus' Annals breaks off at the death of Tiberius, while the narrative of
Cassius Dio survives only as a collection of selected pieces. Much of this missing
knowledge has been recaptured by archaeological research. As a result, we have a
better understanding of the tribal society which then existed in Britain, and this can help
us to appreciate the courses of military action open to Aulus Plautius, the commanding
Roman general. There are other important military factors which would have affected
Plautius' choice of options: logistical, geographical, political. In this innovative and much
acclaimed study John Peddie argues that the organisation and supply problems of a
task force of some 40,000 men and several thousand animals would broadly have
dictated Roman tactics. He discusses what these may have been, examines the
reason's for Vespasian's seemingly isolated foray into the West Country, and suggests
that Caratacus' guerilla campaign (AD 43-52) denied the Romans their hope of a
speedy conquest
An innovative, informative, and entertaining history of Roman Britain told through the
lives of individuals in all walks of life The Britain of the Roman Occupation is, in a way,
an age that is dark to us. While the main events from 55 BC to AD 410 are little
disputed, and the archaeological remains of villas, forts, walls, and cities explain a great
deal, we lack a clear sense of individual lives. This book is the first to infuse the story of
Britannia with a beating heart, the first to describe in detail who its inhabitants were and
their place in our history. A lifelong specialist in Romano-British history, Guy de la
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Bédoyère is the first to recover the period exclusively as a human experience. He
focuses not on military campaigns and imperial politics but on individual, personal
stories. Roman Britain is revealed as a place where the ambitious scramble for power
and prestige, the devout seek solace and security through religion, men and women
eke out existences in a provincial frontier land. De la Bédoyère introduces Fortunata the
slave girl, Emeritus the frustrated centurion, the grieving father Quintus Corellius Fortis,
and the brilliant metal worker Boduogenus, among numerous others. Through a wide
array of records and artifacts, the author introduces the colorful cast of immigrants who
arrived during the Roman era while offering an unusual glimpse of indigenous Britons,
until now nearly invisible in histories of Roman Britain.
Why did Rome abandon Britain in the early 5th century? According to Neil Faulkner, the
centralized, military-bureaucratic state, governed by a class of super-rich landlords and
apparatchiks, had siphoned wealth out of the province, with the result that the towns
declined and the countryside was depressed. When the army withdrew to defend the
imperial heartlands, the remaining Romano-British elite succumbed to a combination of
warlord power, barbarian attack, and popular revolt.
Attempts to understand how Roman Britain ends and Anglo-Saxon England begins
have been undermined by the division of studies into pre-Roman, Roman and early
medieval periods. This groundbreaking new study traces the history of British tribes and
British tribal rivalries from the pre-Roman period, through the Roman period and into
the post-Roman period. It shows how tribal conflict was central to the arrival of Roman
power in Britain and how tribal identities persisted through the Roman period and were
a factor in three great convulsions that struck Britain during the Roman centuries. It
explores how tribal conflicts may have played a major role in the end of Roman Britain,
creating a 'failed state' scenario akin in some ways to those seen recently in Bosnia and
Iraq, and brought about the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons. Finally, it considers how British
tribal territories and British tribal conflicts can be understood as the direct predecessors
of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms and Anglo-Saxon conflicts that form the basis of early
English History.
Shows how Europe's barbarians, strengthened by centuries of contact with Rome on
many levels, turned into an enemy capable of overturning and dismantling the mighty
Empire.
The Roman Conquest of Britain in AD 43 was one of the most important turning points
in the history of the British Isles. It left a legacy still discernible today in the form of
archaeological remain, road networks, land divisions and even language. In his muchacclaimed trilogy, now up-dated and revised, Dr Webster builds up a fascinating and
lively picture of Britain in the first century AD and discussed in detail the various types
of evidence and the theories based upon it. Caratacus' last stand against the Romans
has a central place in the folklore of the Welsh Marches, where many a hill is claimed to
be the site of the famous battle. But, as Graham Webster shows, this epic encounter
was not only real history but also part of an intricate ten-year series of campaigns
conducted after the initial conquest of Britain. By interpreting the ancient historical
accounts and piecing together the masses of archaeological evidence, Dr Webster has
brilliantly reconstructed this central period of the Claudian Conquest of Britain and its
immediate aftermath.
Who were the first Britons, and what sort of world did they occupy? In A History of
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Ancient Britain, much-loved historian Neil Oliver turns a spotlight on the very beginnings
of the story of Britain; on the first people to occupy these islands and their battle for
survival. There has been human habitation in Britain, regularly interrupted by Ice Ages,
for the best part of a million years. The last retreat of the glaciers 12,000 years ago
brought a new and warmer age and with it, one of the greatest tsunamis recorded on
Earth which struck the north-east of Britain, devastating the population and flooding the
low-lying plains of what is now the North Sea. The resulting island became, in time,
home to a diverse range of cultures and peoples who have left behind them some of
the most extraordinary and enigmatic monuments in the world. Through what is
revealed by the artefacts of the past, Neil Oliver weaves the epic story - half a million
years of human history up to the departure of the Roman Empire in the Fifth Century
AD. It was a period which accounts for more than ninety-nine per cent of humankind's
presence on these islands. It is the real story of Britain and of her people.
The chapters in this volume, each written by a leading scholar of the period, analyze in
turn the different nationalities and kingdoms that existed in the British Isles from the end
of the Roman empire to the coming of the Vikings, the process of conversion to
Christianity, the development of art and of a written culture, and the interaction between
this written culture and the societies of the day.
Covers the history of the British Empire from 1600 to the present day, and its transition
from ruler of half the world to its current status of isolated, economically fragile island.
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book Named one of the Best
Books of the Year by the Wall Street Journal, the Economist, Foreign Affairs, and
Kirkus Reviews Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award (Nonfiction)
Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize in Historical Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles
Times Book Prize (History) A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday Gift Guide Selection A
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A sweeping, "magisterial"
history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost classicists shows why Rome
remains "relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic). In SPQR, an instant
classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome "with passion and without technical
jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become the
"undisputed hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as
animating "the grand sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to
life" (Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end" (Christian Science
Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly informative,
highly readable" (Dallas Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient
Rome but challenges the comfortable historical perspectives that have existed for
centuries. With its nuanced attention to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of
entire groups of people omitted from the historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to
shape our view of Roman history for decades to come.
The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from the arrival of Germanic groups on British shores in the
early 5th century to the Norman Conquest of 1066. During these centuries, the English
language was used and written down for the first time, pagan populations were converted to
Christianity, and the foundations of the kingdom of England were laid. This richly illustrated
new book - which accompanies a landmark British Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon
England as the home of a highly sophisticated artistic and political culture, deeply connected
with its continental neighbours. Leading specialists in early medieval history, literature and
culture engage with the unique, original evidence from which we can piece together the story
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of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining outstanding and beautiful objects such as highlights
from the Staffordshire hoard and the Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the British
Library's outstanding collection of Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, the richest source of evidence
about Old English language and literature, including Beowulf and other poetry; the Lindisfarne
Gospels, one of Britain's greatest artistic and religious treasures; the St Cuthbert Gospel, the
earliest intact European book; and historical manuscripts such as Bede's Ecclesiastical History
and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. These national treasures are discussed alongside other,
internationally important literary and historical manuscripts held in major collections in Britain
and Europe. This book, and the exhibition it accompanies, chart a fascinating and dynamic
period in early medieval history, and will bring to life our understanding of these formative
centuries.
'[A] comprehensive and important history of black Britain . . . Written with a wonderful clarity of
style and with great force and passion.' – Kwasi Kwarteng, Sunday Times In this vital reexamination of a shared history, historian and broadcaster David Olusoga tells the rich and
revealing story of the long relationship between the British Isles and the people of Africa and
the Caribbean. This edition, fully revised and updated, features a new chapter encompassing
the Windrush scandal and the Black Lives Matter protests of 2020, events which put black
British history at the centre of urgent national debate. Black and British is vivid confirmation
that black history can no longer be kept separate and marginalised. It is woven into the cultural
and economic histories of the nation and it belongs to us all. Drawing on new genealogical
research, original records, and expert testimony, Black and British reaches back to Roman
Britain, the medieval imagination, Elizabethan ‘blackamoors’ and the global slave-trading
empire. It shows that the great industrial boom of the nineteenth century was built on American
slavery, and that black Britons fought at Trafalgar and in the trenches of both World Wars.
Black British history is woven into the cultural and economic histories of the nation. It is not a
singular history, but one that belongs to us all. Unflinching, confronting taboos, and revealing
hitherto unknown scandals, Olusoga describes how the lives of black and white Britons have
been entwined for centuries. Winner of the 2017 PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize. Winner of the
Longman History Today Trustees’ Award. A Waterstones History Book of the Year. Longlisted
for the Orwell Prize. Shortlisted for the inaugural Jhalak Prize.
The author discusses how the Roman Empire--an empire without a serious rival--rotted from
within, its rulers and institutions putting short-term ambition and personal survival over the
wider good of the state.
The end of the Roman period and the early development of Post-Roman Kingdoms are two of
the most important - and most debated - subjects for archaeologists and historians.
Questioning many current assumptions, this book presents a radical reinterpretation of Britain
in the period 400-600. Drawing attention to far greater similarities between immediately postRoman Britain and the rest of Europe than previously thought possible, it highlights the
importance of fifth-sixth-century Britain in understanding wider themes regarding the end of the
Western roman empire as a whole. A very wide range of archaeological and written evidence
from the whole of Britain is discussed, rather than focusing on either Anglo-Saxon or Celtic
archaeology alone. Burials, settlements and religious centres are brought into the discussion,
alongside new material and more obscure data from scattered sources. The final occupation of
Roman towns, forts and villas is examined, and post-Roman hill-forts such as Tintagel, Dinas
Powys and Cadbury Congresbury is evaluated. Anglo-Saxon and early Christian cemeteries
such as Spong Hill and Cannington are considered, and evidence for the earliest British
monasteries explored. This book not only offers an exciting new interpretation of Britain in the
fifth and sixth centuries AD but is probably the most comprehensive survey of the
archaeological and written evidence for the period. It will be indispensable for professional and
amateurs archaeologists alike and invaluable for students of British, Roman or Medieval
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archaeology and history at all levels.
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the fifth century up to the late
eleventh century, covering such events as the spread of Christianity, the invasions of the
Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of Hastings.
Remaining on the virtually abandoned island of Britannia after centuries of Roman rule, two
cousins pursue very different efforts to unite disparate tribes and factions throughout the land,
including throne-seeking Dinas and reluctant leader Cadogan. By the Nobel Prize-nominated
author of The Horse Goddess. 25,000 first printing.
This book takes a critical approach to the dominant explanation for the transformation from
post-Roman to 'Anglo-Saxon' society in Britain from the fifth to the eighth century: that change
resulted from north-west European immigration into Britain. After testing this paradigm, the
author explores the increasing amount of evidence for the gradual evolution of late Roman into
early medieval England, and suggests some new directions for research that may lead to the
development of more holistic explanatory models.
The idea that with the decline of the Roman Empire Europe entered into some immense ‘dark
age’ has long been viewed as inadequate by many historians. How could a world still so
profoundly shaped by Rome and which encompassed such remarkable societies as the
Byzantine, Carolingian and Ottonian empires, be anything other than central to the
development of European history? How could a world of so many peoples, whether expanding,
moving or stable, of Goths, Franks, Vandals, Byzantines, Arabs, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings,
whose genetic and linguistic inheritors we all are, not lie at the heart of how we understand
ourselves? The Inheritance of Rome is a work of remarkable scope and ambition. Drawing on
a wealth of new material, it is a book which will transform its many readers’ ideas about the
crucible in which Europe would in the end be created. From the collapse of the Roman imperial
system to the establishment of the new European dynastic states, perhaps this book’s most
striking achievement is to make sense of an immensely long period of time, experienced by
many generations of Europeans, and which, while it certainly included catastrophic invasions
and turbulence, also contained long periods of continuity and achievement. From Ireland to
Constantinople, from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, this is a genuinely Europe-wide history of
a new kind, with something surprising or arresting on every page.

A radical rethinking of the Anglo-Saxon world that draws on the latest archaeological
discoveries This beautifully illustrated book draws on the latest archaeological
discoveries to present a radical reappraisal of the Anglo-Saxon built environment and
its inhabitants. John Blair, one of the world's leading experts on this transformative era
in England's early history, explains the origins of towns, manor houses, and castles in a
completely new way, and sheds new light on the important functions of buildings and
settlements in shaping people's lives during the age of the Venerable Bede and King
Alfred. Building Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates how hundreds of recent
excavations enable us to grasp for the first time how regionally diverse the built
environment of the Anglo-Saxons truly was. Blair identifies a zone of eastern England
with access to the North Sea whose economy, prosperity, and timber buildings had
more in common with the Low Countries and Scandinavia than the rest of England. The
origins of villages and their field systems emerge with a new clarity, as does the royal
administrative organization of the kingdom of Mercia, which dominated central England
for two centuries. Featuring a wealth of color illustrations throughout, Building AngloSaxon England explores how the natural landscape was modified to accommodate
human activity, and how many settlements--secular and religious—were laid out with
geometrical precision by specialist surveyors. The book also shows how the AngloPage 7/9
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Saxon love of elegant and intricate decoration is reflected in the construction of the
living environment, which in some ways was more sophisticated than it would become
after the Norman Conquest.
“Lucid and engaging . . . should take pride of place on the bookshelf of specialists and
non-specialists interested in Roman Britain.” —Minerva This illuminating account of
Britain as a Roman province sets the Roman conquest and occupation of the island
within the larger context of Romano-British society and how it functioned. The author
first outlines events from the Iron Age period immediately preceding the conquest in AD
43 to the emperor Honorius’s advice to the Britons in 410 to fend for themselves. He
then tackles the issues facing Britons after the absorption of their culture by an invading
army, including the role of government and the military in the province, religion,
commerce, technology, and daily life. For this revised edition, the text, illustrations, and
bibliography have been updated to reflect the latest discoveries and research in recent
years. The superb illustrations feature reconstruction drawings, dramatic aerial views of
Roman remains, and images of Roman villas, mosaics, coins, pottery, and sculpture.
What does Roman Britain mean to us now? How were its physical remains
rediscovered and made sense of? How has it been reimagined, in story and song and
verse? Sometimes on foot, sometimes in a magnificent, if not entirely reliable, VW
camper van, Charlotte Higgins sets out to explore the ancient monuments of Roman
Britain. She explores the land that was once Rome’s northernmost territory and how it
has changed since the years after the empire fell. Under Another Sky invites us to see
the British landscape, and British history, in an entirely fresh way: as indelibly marked
by how the Romans first imagined and wrote, these strange and exotic islands, perched
on the edge of the known world, into existence.
Part of the Penguin History of Britain series, An Imperial Possession is the first major
narrative history of Roman Britain for a generation. David Mattingly draws on a wealth
of new findings and knowledge to cut through the myths and misunderstandings that so
commonly surround our beliefs about this period. From the rebellious chiefs and druids
who led native British resistance, to the experiences of the Roman military leaders in
this remote, dangerous outpost of Europe, this book explores the reality of life in
occupied Britain within the context of the shifting fortunes of the Roman Empire.
King Arthur is probably the most famous and certainly the most legendary medieval
king. From the early ninth century through the middle ages, to the Arthurian romances
of Victorian times, the tales of this legendary figure have blossomed and multiplied. And
in more recent times, there has been a continuous stream of books claiming to have
discovered the 'facts' about, or to unlock the secret or truth behind, the 'once and future
king'. Broadly speaking, there are two Arthurs. On the one hand is the traditional
'historical' Arthur, waging a doomed struggle to save Roman civilization against the
relentless Anglo-Saxon tide during the darkest years of the Dark Ages. On the other is
the Arthur of myth and legend - accompanied by a host of equally legendary people,
places, and stories: Lancelot, Guinevere, Galahad and Gawain, Merlin, Excalibur, the
Lady in the Lake, the Sword in the Stone, Camelot, the Round Table. The big problem
with all this is that 'King Arthur' might well never have existed. And if he did exist, it is
next to impossible to say anything at all about him. As this challenging new look at the
Arthur legend makes clear, all books claiming to reveal 'the truth' behind King Arthur
can safely be ignored. Not only the 'red herrings' in the abundant pseudo-historical
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accounts, even the 'historical' Arthur is largely a figment of the imagination: the
evidence that we have - whether written or archaeological - is simply incapable of telling
us anything detailed about the Britain in which he is supposed to have lived, fought, and
died. The truth, as Guy Halsall reveals in this fascinating investigation, is both radically
different - and also a good deal more intriguing.
What went wrong in imperial Rome, and how we can avoid it: “If you want to
understand where America stands in the world today, read this.” —Thomas E. Ricks
The rise and fall of ancient Rome has been on American minds since the beginning of
our republic. Depending on who’s doing the talking, the history of Rome serves as
either a triumphal call to action—or a dire warning of imminent collapse. In this
“provocative and lively” book, Cullen Murphy points out that today we focus less on the
Roman Republic than on the empire that took its place, and reveals a wide array of
similarities between the two societies (The New York Times). Looking at the blinkered,
insular culture of our capitals; the debilitating effect of bribery in public life; the
paradoxical issue of borders; and the weakening of the body politic through various
forms of privatization, Murphy persuasively argues that we most resemble Rome in the
burgeoning corruption of our government and in our arrogant ignorance of the world
outside—two things that must be changed if we are to avoid Rome’s fate. “Are We
Rome? is just about a perfect book. . . . I wish every politician would spend an evening
with this book.” —James Fallows
Traces the development of towns in Britain from late Roman times to the end of the
Anglo-Saxon period using archaeological data.
The enormous hoard of beautiful gold military objects found in 2009 in a field in
Staffordshire has focused huge attention on the mysterious world of 7th and 8th century
Britain. This book discusses the tumultuous centuries between the departure of the
Roman legions and the arrival of Norman invaders nearly seven centuries later.
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