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First published in Germany in 1929, The End and the Beginning is a lively personal memoir of a vanished world and of a
rebellious, high-spirited young woman's struggle to achieve independence. Born in 1883 into a distinguished and wealthy
aristocratic family of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire, Hermynia Zur Muhlen spent much of her childhood travelling in Europe and
North Africa with her diplomat father. After five years on her German husband's estate in czarist Russia she broke with both her
family and her husband and set out on a precarious career as a professional writer committed to socialism. Besides translating
many leading contemporary authors, notably Upton Sinclair, into German, she herself published an impressive number of
politically engaged novels, detective stories, short stories, and children's fairy tales. Because of her outspoken opposition to
National Socialism, she had to flee her native Austria in 1938 and seek refuge in England, where she died, virtually penniless, in
1951. This revised and corrected translation of Zur Muhlen's memoir - with extensive notes and an essay on the author by Lionel
Gossman - will appeal especially to readers interested in women's history, the Central European aristocratic world that came to an
end with the First World War, and the culture and politics of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
When a German spy meets an English lookalike, he devises a plan to travel to London, assume his identity, and gather intel for his
government. The Englishman’s new persona catches several people off guard including his wife. While living in East Africa, Sir
Everard Dominey encounters a man named Leopold von Ragastein. He’s a native German who can easily pass as Sir. Everard’s
doppelgänger. Leopold isn’t just a friendly host, he’s a spy for the German government. When Sir. Everard returns to London, he
is confronted by his wife, Lady Rosamund, with a serious accusation. Is this the real Sir Everard or has Leopold von Ragastein
taken his place? The Great Impersonation features many of E. Phillips Oppenheim’s most notable themes. It’s a murder mystery,
a case of mistaken identity and a political thriller. The author delivers a compelling story that ends with a timeless and unexpected
twist. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of The Great Impersonation is both
modern and readable.
FINALIST FOR THE CENTER FOR FICTION'S FIRST NOVEL PRIZE "Cain’s small but mighty novel reads like a ghost story and
packs the punch of a feminist classic." —The New York Times Book Review A haunted feminist fable, Amina Cain’s Indelicacy is
the story of a woman navigating between gender and class roles to empower herself and fulfill her dreams. In "a strangely ageless
world somewhere between Emily Dickinson and David Lynch" (Blake Butler), a cleaning woman at a museum of art nurtures
aspirations to do more than simply dust the paintings around her. She dreams of having the liberty to explore them in writing, and
so must find a way to win herself the time and security to use her mind. She escapes her lot by marrying a rich man, but having
gained a husband, a house, high society, and a maid, she finds that her new life of privilege is no less constrained. Not only has
she taken up different forms of time-consuming labor—social and erotic—but she is now, however passively, forcing other women to
clean up after her. Perhaps another and more drastic solution is necessary? Reminiscent of a lost Victorian classic in miniature,
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yet taking equal inspiration from such modern authors as Jean Rhys, Octavia Butler, Clarice Lispector, and Jean Genet, Amina
Cain's Indelicacy is at once a ghost story without a ghost, a fable without a moral, and a down-to-earth investigation of the barriers
faced by women in both life and literature. It is a novel about seeing, class, desire, anxiety, pleasure, friendship, and the battle to
find one’s true calling.
A passionate portrait of love’s contradictory power, in five illuminating stories Andre Aciman, who has been called “the most
exciting new fiction writer of the twenty-first century” (New York Magazine), has written a novel in Enigma Variations that charts
the life of Paul whose loves remain as consuming and covetous throughout adulthood as they were in adolescence. Whether in
southern Italy, where as a boy he has a crush on his parents’ cabinet maker, or on a snowbound campus in New England, where
his enduring passion for a girl he’ll meet again and again over the years is punctuated by anonymous encounters with men; on a
tennis court in Central Park, or a sidewalk in early spring New York, his attachments are ungraspable, transient and forever
underwritten by raw desire—not for just one person’s body but, inevitably, for someone else’s as well. In mapping the most
inscrutable corners of desire, Aciman proves to be an unsparing reader of the human psyche and a master stylist of contemporary
literature. With language at once lyrical, bare-knuckled, and unabashedly candid, he casts a sensuous, shimmering light over each
facet of desire to probe how we ache, want, and waver, and ultimately how we sometimes falter and let go of those who may want
only to offer what we crave from them. Behind every step the hero takes, his hopes, denials, fears, and regrets are always ready to
lay their traps. Yet the dream of love always casts its luminous halo. We may not always know what we want. We may remain
enigmas to ourselves and others. But sooner or later we discover who we’ve always known we were.
#1 New York Times bestselling author of the House of Night series, P.C. Cast, brings us Wind Rider, an epic fantasy set in a world
where humans, their animal allies, and the earth itself has been drastically changed. A world filled with beauty and danger and
cruelty... A madman has driven Mari, Nik, and their Pack from the only home they have ever known. He will stop at nothing until
they are obliterated from the earth. Mari knows their only chance of survival is to reach the plains of the Wind Riders, a legendary
people known for their bond with their remarkable horses and their unmatched riding abilities. Driven by love and unshakable
determination, Mari, and her Companion, Nik chart a perilous journey as they seek safety and sanctuary. The God of Death is
looming closer and if the Pack is cast from the plains by the Wind Riders, they will not survive.
When a Roman ship is wrecked off the coast of Britain, an infant, Beric, is the only survivor. He is rescued by a British tribe who
raise him as their own until they can no longer ignore his Roman ancestry. "How Beric survived...is not only incredible but gripping,
convincing fiction." --"The Horn Book"
Beautifully written and taking us into an exotic land, Karen Connelly’s debut novel The Lizard Cage is a celebration of the
resilience of the human spirit. Teza once electrified the people of Burma with his protest songs against the dictatorship. Arrested
by the Burmese secret police in the days of mass protest, he is seven years into a twenty-year sentence in solitary confinement.
Cut off from his family and contact with other prisoners, he applies his acute intelligence, Buddhist patience, and humor to find
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meaning in the interminable days, and searches for news in every being and object that is grudgingly allowed into his cell. Despite
his isolation, Teza has a profound influence on the people around him. His very existence challenges the brutal authority of the
jailers, and his steadfast spirit inspires radical change. Even when Teza’s criminal server tries to compromise the singer for his
own gain, Teza befriends him and risks falling into the trap of forbidden conversation, food, and the most dangerous contraband of
all: paper and pen. Yet, it is through Teza’s relationship with Little Brother, a twelve-year-old orphan who’s grown up inside the
walls, that we ultimately come to understand the importance of hope and human connection in the midst of injustice and violence.
Teza and the boy are prisoners of different orders: only one of them dreams of escape and only one of them will achieve it—their
extraordinary friendship frees both of them in utterly surprising ways.
Now a Hallmark Movies & Mysteries Original Movie!
Brat FarrarSimon and Schuster
Recounts how an improper relationship and broken confidences led to threats of jail, public humiliation, and prejudgement in the
media
“A new and assured talent….Nicola Upson is to be congratulated.” —P.D. James Author Nicola Upson brings legendary mystery
writer Josephine Tey back for a third investigation in Two for Sorrow, the spellbinding follow-up to An Expert in Murder and Angel
with Two Faces. Fans of P.D. James, Agatha Christie, and Jacqueline Winspear will relish this ingenious literary creation, as one
of the most beloved mystery writers of the twentieth century, while doing research for a new novel based on a horrific case of
multiple child murder in 1903 London, is drawn into a chillingly related hunt for a sadistic, present-day killer.
One summer weekend in 1949—but not our 1949—the well-connected "Farthing set", a group of upper-crust English families, enjoy
a country retreat. Lucy is a minor daughter in one of those families; her parents were both leading figures in the group that
overthrew Churchill and negotiated peace with Herr Hitler eight years before. Despite her parents' evident disapproval, Lucy is
married—happily—to a London Jew. It was therefore quite a surprise to Lucy when she and her husband David found themselves
invited to the retreat. It's even more startling when, on the retreat's first night, a major politician of the Farthing set is found
gruesomely murdered, with abundant signs that the killing was ritualistic. It quickly becomes clear to Lucy that she and David were
brought to the retreat in order to pin the murder on him. Major political machinations are at stake, including an initiative in
Parliament, supported by the Farthing set, to limit the right to vote to university graduates. But whoever's behind the murder, and
the frame-up, didn't reckon on the principal investigator from Scotland Yard being a man with very private reasons for
sympathizing with outcasts...and looking beyond the obvious. As the trap slowly shuts on Lucy and David, they begin to see a way
out—a way fraught with peril in a darkening world. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
After training to become a Huntress and being partnered with a mysterious Hunter named Fade, Deuce, who has only lived
underground, is exiled topside with Fade, where they must survive the gangs who live among the ruins of the city.
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Jolene Chastain, a con artist since early childhood, assumes the identity of a girl who went missing years before and weaves a
new life of deception with a wealthy Boston family.
“For fans of Kate Morton and Daphne du Maurier, Black Rabbit Hall is an obvious must-read.”—Bookpage A secret history. A long-
ago summer. A house with an untold story. Amber Alton knows that the hours pass differently at Black Rabbit Hall, her London
family’s Cornish country house, where no two clocks read the same. Summers there are perfect, timeless. Not much ever
happens. Until, one terrible day, it does. More than three decades later, Lorna is determined to be married within the grand, ivy-
covered walls of Pencraw Hall, known as Black Rabbit Hall among the locals. But as she’s drawn deeper into the overgrown
grounds, she soon finds herself ensnared within the house’s labyrinthine history, overcome with a need for answers about her
own past and that of the once-golden family whose memory still haunts the estate. Eve Chase's debut novel is a thrilling spiral into
the hearts of two women separated by decades but inescapably linked by the dark and tangled secrets of Black Rabbit Hall.
Drem longs for the day he will win his Warrior Scarlet. But with a withered spear arm, how will he take part in the ritual Wolf
Slaying which will prove his worth as a man of the tribe? With over forty books to her credit, Rosemary Sutcliff is now universally
considered one of the finest writers of historical novels for children. Winer of the Carnegie Medal and many other honours,
Rosemary was awarded a CBE in 1992 for services to children's literature.
Scotland Yard Inspector Alan Grant becomes involved in a murder investigation when he accidentally finds a dead young
man and an enigmatic verse in a train
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 Since the 1960s, ideas developed during the civil rights movement have been
astonishingly successful in fighting overt discrimination and prejudice. But how successful are they at combating the
whole spectrum of social injustice-including conditions that aren't directly caused by bigotry? How do they stand up to
segregation, for instance-a legacy of racism, but not the direct result of ongoing discrimination? It's tempting to believe
that civil rights litigation can combat these social ills as efficiently as it has fought blatant discrimination. In Rights Gone
Wrong, Richard Thompson Ford, author of the New York Times Notable Book The Race Card, argues that this is seldom
the case. Civil rights do too much and not enough: opportunists use them to get a competitive edge in schools and job
markets, while special-interest groups use them to demand special privileges. Extremists on both the left and the right
have hijacked civil rights for personal advantage. Worst of all, their theatrics have drawn attention away from more
serious social injustices. Ford, a professor of law at Stanford University, shows us the many ways in which civil rights can
go terribly wrong. He examines newsworthy lawsuits with shrewdness and humor, proving that the distinction between
civil rights and personal entitlements is often anything but clear. Finally, he reveals how many of today's social injustices
actually can't be remedied by civil rights law, and demands more creative and nuanced solutions. In order to live up to
the legacy of the civil rights movement, we must renew our commitment to civil rights, and move beyond them.
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Alan Grant, Scotland Yard Inspector is feeling bored while confined to bed in hospital with a broken leg. Marta Hallard, an
actress friend of his, suggests that he should amuse himself by researching a historical mystery. She brings him some
pictures of historical characters, aware of Grant's interest in human faces. He becomes intrigued by a portrait of King
Richard III. He prides himself on being able to read a person's character from his appearance, and King Richard seems
to him a gentle, kind and wise man. Why is everyone so sure that he was a cruel murderer? With the help of other friends
and acquaintances, Grant investigates Richard's life and the case of the Princes in the Tower, testing out his theories on
the doctors and nurses who attend to him. Grant spends weeks pondering historical information and documents with the
help of Brent Carradine, a likable young American researcher working in the British Museum. Using his detective's logic,
he tries to come to the conclusion whether the claim of Richard being a murderer is a fabrication of Tudor propaganda, or
was he really a monstrous hunchback. The Daughter of Time was voted greatest mystery novel of all time by the Crime
Writers' Association in 1990.
'I saw riders with black eyesockets in glimmering mail where their faces should have been, grey wolfskins catching a
bloom of light from the mist and the moon; a shining company indeed, not quite mortal-seeming.' Many years after King
Arthur defeated the Saxons, the tribes of Britain are again threatened by invaders. Prosper and his loyal bondsman,
Conn, answer the call of King Mynydogg to join a highly skilled army - the Shining Company. Led by the gallant Prince
Gorthyrn, the company embark on a perilous but glorious campaign. An epic tale of battles and bravery from the
acclaimed historical storyteller, Rosemary Sutcliff.
A follow-up to In the Woods finds a traumatized detective Cassie Maddox struggling in her career and relationship with
Sam O'Neill while investigating the unsettling murder of a young woman whose name matches an alias Cassie once had
used as an undercover officer. 50,000 first printing.
Meera is happily submerged in the role of corporate wife and cookbook writer. Then, one day, her husband fails to come
home. Overnight, Meera, disoriented and emotionally fragile, becomes responsible not just for her two children, but also
her mother, grandmother and the running of Lilac House, their rambling old family home in Bangalore. A few streets
away, Professor J.A. Krishnamurthy or Jak, cyclone studies expert, has recently returned from Florida, to care for his
nineteen-year-old daughter, the victim of a tragic accident. What happened on her holiday in a small beachside village?
The police will not help, Smriti's friends have vanished, and a wall of silence and fear surrounds the incident. But Jak
cannot rest until he gets to the truth. Meera and of Jak's paths intertwine as they uncover the truth about the secrets of
their pasts and the promise of the future. The Lilac House is a sweeping story of redemption, forgiveness and second
chances.
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A Cosmopolitan Best Young Adult Book of 2019 A Buzzfeed Pick for "YA Books You Absolutely Must Read This Spring"
Sparks fly between a K pop starlet and a tabloid reporter in this heartwarming rom-com from Maurene Goo. 10:00 p.m.:
Lucky is the biggest K-pop star on the scene, and she’s just performed her hit song “Heartbeat” in Hong Kong to
thousands of adoring fans. She’s about to debut on The Tonight Show in America, hopefully a breakout performance for
her career. But right now? She’s in her fancy hotel, trying to fall asleep but dying for a hamburger. 11:00 p.m.: Jack is
sneaking into a fancy hotel, on assignment for his tabloid job that he keeps secret from his parents. On his way out of the
hotel, he runs into a girl wearing slippers, a girl who is single-mindedly determined to find a hamburger. She looks kind of
familiar. She’s very cute. He’s maybe curious. 12:00 a.m.: Nothing will ever be the same. With her trademark humor and
voice, Maurene Goo delivers a sparkling story of taking a chance on love—and finding yourself along the way.
The debut novel from the internationally bestselling author of Exit West and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, both
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize Moth Smoke, Mohsin Hamid’s deftly conceived first novel, immediately marked him
as an uncommonly gifted and ambitious young literary talent to watch when it was published in 2000. It tells the story of
Daru Shezad, who, fired from his banking job in Lahore, begins a decline that plummets the length of Hamid’s sharply
drawn, subversive tale. Fast-paced and unexpected, Moth Smoke was ahead of its time in portraying a contemporary
Pakistan far more vivid and complex than the exoticized images of South Asia then familiar to the West. It established
Mohsin Hamid as an internationally important writer of substance and imagination and the premier Pakistani author of our
time, a promise he has amply fulfilled with each successive book. This debut novel, meanwhile, remains as compelling
and deeply relevant to the moment as when it appeared more than a decade ago.
What begins as a ploy to claim an inheritance ends with the impostor’s life hanging in the balance. In this tale of mystery and
suspense, a stranger enters the inner sanctum of the Ashby family posing as Patrick Ashby, the heir to the family's sizable fortune.
The stranger, Brat Farrar, has been carefully coached on Patrick's mannerism's, appearance, and every significant detail of
Patrick's early life, up to his thirteenth year when he disappeared and was thought to have drowned himself. It seems as if Brat is
going to pull off this most incredible deception until old secrets emerge that jeopardize the imposter's plan and his life. Culminating
in a final terrible moment when all is revealed, Brat Farrar is a precarious adventure that grips the reader early and firmly and then
holds on until the explosive conclusion.
Miss Lucy Pym, a popular English psychologist, is guest lecturer at a physical training college. The year's term is nearly over, and
Miss Pym -- inquisitive and observant -- detects a furtiveness in the behavior of one student during a final exam. She prevents the
girl from cheating by destroying her crib notes. But Miss Pym's cover-up of one crime precipitates another -- a fatal "accident" that
only her psychological theories can prove was really murder.
Good Morning Vietnam meets Bill & Ted - an incredible true story with film awards written all over it. I raced through each chapter
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wondering what would happen to these guys next! - Kelly Urich, 94.9 KCMO An amazing true story that would be impossible to
happen today. Richard Blade steers us on a wild, thrilling musical ride - buckle up! Terri Nunn, lead singer, Berlin! In 1966, two
teenage boys from Torrance, California, were hunted by the FBI, and disappeared by assuming the identity of a best-selling
singing duo from the fifties. For the next three years they toured America, masquerading as popstars, racing to stay one step
ahead of the authorities, while they watched their country endure its most turbulent decade as it reeled from the effects of
assassinations, protests and the Vietnam War
THE AUTHOR OF SMALL ISLAND TELLS THE STORY OF THE LAST TURBULENT YEARS OF SLAVERY AND THE EARLY
YEARS OF FREEDOM IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY JAMAICA Small Island introduced Andrea Levy to America and was
acclaimed as "a triumph" (San Francisco Chronicle). It won both the Orange Prize and the Whitbread Book of the Year Award, and
has sold over a million copies worldwide. With The Long Song, Levy once again reinvents the historical novel. Told in the
irresistibly willful and intimate voice of Miss July, with some editorial assistance from her son, Thomas, The Long Song is at once
defiant, funny, and shocking. The child of a field slave on the Amity sugar plantation, July lives with her mother until Mrs. Caroline
Mortimer, a recently transplanted English widow, decides to move her into the great house and rename her "Marguerite."
Resourceful and mischievous, July soon becomes indispensable to her mistress. Together they live through the bloody Baptist
war, followed by the violent and chaotic end of slavery. Taught to read and write so that she can help her mistress run the
business, July remains bound to the plantation despite her "freedom." It is the arrival of a young English overseer, Robert
Goodwin, that will dramatically change life in the great house for both July and her mistress. Prompted and provoked by her son's
persistent questioning, July's resilience and heartbreak are gradually revealed in this extraordinarily powerful story of slavery,
revolution, freedom, and love.
"A dazzlingly clever and immensely entertaining novel." --New York Times By chance, John and Jean--one English, the other
French--meet in a provincial railway station. Their resemblance to each other is uncanny, and they spend the next few hours
talking and drinking - until at last John falls into a drunken stupor. It's to be his last carefree moment, for when he wakes, Jean has
stolen his identity and disappeared. So the Englishman steps into the Frenchman's shoes, and faces a variety of perplexing roles -
as owner of a chateau, director of a failing business, head of a fractious family, and master of nothing. Gripping and complex, The
Scapegoat is a masterful exploration of doubling and identity, and of the dark side of the self.
Three brothers and their relations in 19th century Russia provide the base for a sweeping epic overview of human striving, folly
and hope. First published in 1880, The Brothers Karamazov is a landmark work in every respect. Revolving around shiftless father
Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov are the fates of his three sons, each of whom has fortunes entwined with the others. The eldest son,
Dimitri, seeks an inheritance from his father and becomes his rival in love. Ivan, the second son, is so at odds with the world that
he is driven near to madness, while the youngest, Alexi, is a man of faith and a natural optimist. These personalities are drawn out
and tested in a crucible of conflict and emotion as the author forces upon them fundamental questions of morality, faith, reason
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and responsibility. This charged situation is pushed to its limit by the addition of the unthinkable, murder and possible patricide.
Using shifting viewpoints and delving into the minds of his characters, Dostoevsky adopted fresh techniques to tell his wide-
reaching story with power and startling effectiveness. The Brothers Karamazov remains one of the most respected and celebrated
novels in all literature and continues to reward readers beyond expectation. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally
typeset manuscript, this edition of The Brothers Karamazov is both modern and readable.
What begins as a ploy to claim an inheritance ends with the impostor's life hanging in the balance. In this tale of mystery and
suspense, a stranger enters the inner sanctum of the Ashby family posing as Patrick Ashby, the heir to the family's sizable fortune.
The stranger, Brat Farrar, has been carefully coached on Patrick's mannerism's, appearance, and every significant detail of
Patrick's early life, up to his thirteenth year when he disappeared and was thought to have drowned himself. It seems as if Brat is
going to pull off this most incredible deception until old secrets emerge that jeopardize the imposter's plan and his life. Culminating
in a final terrible moment when all is revealed, Brat Farrar is a precarious adventure that grips the reader early and firmly and then
holds on until the explosive conclusion.
Mary Stewart, one of the great British storytellers of the 20th century, transports her readers to rural Northumberland for this tale of
romance, ambition, and deceit - a perfect fit for fans of Agatha Christie and Barbara Pym. 'There are few to equal Mary Stewart'
Daily Telegraph 'Mary Stewart is magic.' New York Times Whitescar is a beautiful old house and farm situated in Roman Wall
country. It will make a rich inheritance for its heirs, but in order to secure it, they enlist the help of a young woman named Mary
who bears remarkable resemblance to missing Whitescar heiress, Annabel Winslow. Their deception will spark a powder-keg of
ambition, obsession and long-dead love. The ivy had reached for the tree and only the tree's upper branches managed to thrust
the young gold leaves of early summer through the strangling curtain. Eventually the ivy would kill it . . . 'One of the great British
storytellers of the 20th century' Independent 'The Ivy Tree has the ideal thriller blend of plot, suspense, character drawing and
good writing' Daily Express
In an hilarious novel set on an overland journey across Turkey, the narrator encounters sorcerers, cops, and southern evangelists as she and
her companion travel from Istanbul to Trebizond on a tourist adventure that quickly runs afoul of an ancient and sometimes unbendable
culture. Reprint.
Exploring identity, class struggles, and high-stakes romance, Tanaz Bhathena's Hunted by the Sky is a gripping adventure set in a world
inspired by medieval India. Gul has spent her life running. She has a star-shaped birthmark on her arm, and in the kingdom of Ambar, girls
with such birthmarks have been disappearing for years. Gul’s mark is what caused her parents’ murder at the hand of King Lohar’s ruthless
soldiers and forced her into hiding to protect her own life. So when a group of rebel women called the Sisters of the Golden Lotus rescue her,
take her in, and train her in warrior magic, Gul wants only one thing: revenge. Cavas lives in the tenements, and he’s just about ready to sign
his life over to the king’s army. His father is terminally ill, and Cavas will do anything to save him. But sparks fly when he meets a mysterious
girl—Gul—in the capital’s bazaar, and as the chemistry between them undeniably grows, he becomes entangled in a mission of
vengeance—and discovers a magic he never expected to find. Dangerous circumstances have brought Gul and Cavas together at the king’s
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domain in Ambar Fort...a world with secrets deadlier than their own.
In the tempestuous closing decades of the sixteenth century, the Empire of Japan writhes in chaos as the shogunate crumbles and rival
warlords battle for supremacy. Warrior monks in their armed citadels block the road to the capital; castles are destroyed, villages plundered,
fields put to the torch. Amid this devastation, three men dream of uniting the nation. At one extreme is the charismatic but brutal Nobunaga,
whose ruthless ambition crushes all before him. At the opposite pole is the cold, deliberate Ieyasu, wise in counsel, brave in battle, mature
beyond his years. But the keystone of this triumvirate is the most memorable of all, Hideyoshi, who rises from the menial post of sandal
bearer to become Taiko--absolute ruler of Japan in the Emperor's name. When Nobunaga emerges from obscurity by destroying an army ten
times the size of his own, he allies himself with Ieyasu, whose province is weak, but whose canniness and loyalty make him invaluable. Yet it
is the scrawny, monkey-faced Hideyoshi--brash, impulsive, and utterly fearless--who becomes the unlikely savior of this ravaged land. Born
the son of a farmer, he takes on the world with nothing but his bare hands and his wits, turning doubters into loyal servants, rivals into faithful
friends, and enemies into allies. In all this he uses a piercing insight into human nature that unlocks castle gates, opens men's minds, and
captures women's hearts. For Hideyoshi's passions are not limited to war and intrigue-his faithful wife, Nene, holds his love dear, even when
she must share it; the chaste Oyu, sister of Hideyoshi's chief strategist, falls prey to his desires; and the seductive Chacha, whom he rescues
from the fiery destruction of her father's castle, tempts his weakness. As recounted by Eiji Yoshikawa, author of the international best-seller
Musashi, Taiko tells many stories: of the fury of Nobunaga and the fatal arrogance of the black-toothed Yoshimoto; of the pathetic downfall of
the House of Takeda; how the scorned Mitsuhide betrayed his master; how once impregnable ramparts fell as their defenders died gloriously.
Most of all, though, Taiko is the story of how one man transformed a nation through the force of his will and the depth of his humanity. Filled
with scenes of pageantry and violence, acts of treachery and self-sacrifice, tenderness and savagery, Taiko combines the panoramic
spectacle of a Kurosawa epic with a vivid evocation of feudal Japan.
Inspector Alan Grant searches for the identity of a man killed in the line at a theater and for the identity of the killer—whom no one saw. A long
line had formed for the standing-room-only section of the Woffington Theatre. London’s favorite musical comedy of the past two years was
finishing its run at the end of the week. Suddenly, the line began to move, forming a wedge before the open doors as hopeful theatergoers
nudged their way forward. But one man, his head sunk down upon his chest, slowly sank to his knees and then, still more slowly, keeled over
on his face. Thinking he had fainted, a spectator moved to help, but recoiled in horror from what lay before him: the man in the queue had a
small silver dagger neatly plunged into his back. With the wit and guile that have made Inspector Grant a favorite of mystery fans, the
inspector sets about discovering just how a murder occurred among so many witnesses, none of whom saw a thing.
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