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Widely popularized images of unobtainable and
damaging feminine ideals can be a cause of
profound disjunction between women and their
bodies. A consequence of this dissonance is an
embodied performance of these ideals with the
potential development of disordered eating practices,
such as anorexia nervosa. This book develops a
spirituality of anorexia by suggesting that these
eating disorders are physical symptoms of the
general repression of feminine nature in our culture.
Furthermore, it puts forward Goddess feminism as a
framework for a healing therapeutic model to
address anorexia and more broadly, the "slender
ideal" touted by society. The book focuses on the
female body in contemporary society, specifically the
development of anorexia nervosa, and what this
expression communicates about female
embodiment. Drawing upon the work of a variety of
theorists, social commentators, liberation
theologians and thealogians, it discusses the
benefits of adopting female-focused myths, symbols
and rituals, drawing upon the work of Marion
Woodman and Naomi Goldenberg. Ultimately, it
theorises a thealogical approach to anorexia aimed
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at displacing the damaging discourses that
undermine women in the twenty-first century.
Offering an alternative model of spirituality and
embodiment for contemporary women, this book will
be of keen interest to scholars of theology, religious
studies, gender studies and psychology.
Addresses some of the questions raised by
Christians with same-sex attraction. As a Christian
who experiences same-sex attraction, is it possible
to live a life that's both faithful and fulfiling? Rachel
Gilson wants to show you that it is and that it's not
just a case of limping to the finish line, it's possible to
run the race with joy. In this powerful and personal
book, she describes her own unexpected journey of
coming out and coming to faith... and what came
next. As she does so, she addresses many of the
questions that Christians living with same-sex
attraction are wrestling with: Am I consigned to a life
of loneliness? How do I navigate my friendships?
Will my desires ever change? Is there some greater
purpose to all this? What comes next, and next, and
next? Drawing on insights from the Bible and the
experiences of others, Born Again This Way
provides assurance and encouragement for
Christians with same-sex attraction, and paints a
compelling picture of discipleship for every believer.
Whatever your sexuality, this book is an inspiring
testimony of how a life submitted to Jesus will be
fulfilling and fruitful, but not always in the ways we
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What happens when your body doesn't look how it's
supposed to look, or feel how it's supposed to feel,
or do what it's supposed to do? Who or what defines
the ideals behind these expectations? How can we
challenge them and live more peacefully in our
bodies? Shameful Bodies: Religion and the Culture
of Physical Improvement explores these questions
by examining how traditional religious narratives and
modern philosophical assumptions come together in
the construction and pursuit of a better body in
contemporary western societies. Drawing on
examples from popular culture such as self-help
books, magazines, and advertisements, Michelle
Mary Lelwica shows how these narratives and
assumptions encourage us to go to war against our
bodies-to fight fat, triumph over disability, conquer
chronic pain and illness, and defy aging. Through an
ethic of conquest and conformity, the culture of
physical improvement trains us not only to believe
that all bodily processes are under our control, but to
feel ashamed about those parts of our flesh that
refuse to comply with the cultural ideal. Lelwica
argues that such shame is not a natural response to
being fat, physically impaired, chronically sick, or old.
Rather, body shame is a religiously and culturally
conditioned reaction to a commercially-fabricated
fantasy of physical perfection. While Shameful
Bodies critiques the religious and cultural norms and
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narratives that perpetuate external and internalized
judgment and aggression toward "shameful†?
bodies, it also engages the resources of religions,
especially feminist theologies and Buddhist
thought/practice, to construct a more affirming
approach to health and healing-an approach that
affirms the diversity, fragility, interdependence, and
impermanence of embodied life.
What is healing when our bodies suffer chronic
illness? As Liuan Huska went through years of
chronic pain, she questioned how the Christian story
speaks to our experiences of pain and illness.
Countering a gnosticism that pits body against spirit,
Huska helps us redefine what it means to find
healing and wholeness, even in the midst of ongoing
pain.
I simply cannot praise the book enough! The prose is
positively brilliant. It is full of sparkling gems of
insight and astonishing, concise yet profound
formulations. The nature passages remind me of
Annie Dillard. It is truly a remarkable achievement!
Miranda Shaw, Ph.D., Professor of Religion,
University of Richmond
Born Again BodiesFlesh and Spirit in American
ChristianityUniv of California Press
"Since 2000, Religion and Popular Culture in
America has been one [of the] standard books used
in teaching this area of study. Modestly updated in
2005, it continues to be taught in colleges,
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universities and theological schools across the
continent. The basic four-part structure of Religion
and Popular Culture in America remains sound and
is a feature that appeals to many who have taught
the volume. Section One, Religion in Popular
Culture, examines the way traditional religious
symbols, narratives, and forms of religious practice
appear in popular culture. Section Two, Popular
Culture in Religion, considers how religion takes on
and is reshaped by styles and values of popular
culture. Section Three, Popular Culture as Religion,
explores the ways that aspects of popular culture
and their reception might be considered to be forms
of religion. Section Four, Religion and Popular
Culture in Dialogue, introduces religiously based
critiques of popular culture and ways that popular
culture articulates common critiques of religion. The
third edition maintains the structure and basic length
of the current edition and retains Forbes' introductory
framework and update versions of key essay. But
they replace many of the more dated subjects with
new material drawing on more contemporary
examples. A concluding essay by Mahan organizes
key insights from the essays and relates them to the
theories of popular culture illuminated in the
introduction"--Provided by publisher.
"Exploring a dazzling variety of religious imagery,
David Morgan shows how vision functions as an
active, physical process, embedded in bodily
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experience and profoundly shaped by social
practice. Morgan's bold, thoughtful interpretations
will fascinate art historians and students of visual
culture as well as historians of religion.” -Pepe
Karmel, Department of Art History, New York
University "The Embodied Eye is an important and
truly groundbreaking book. It represents a
substantive and quite fascinating extension of David
Morgan's previous work- especially as it impressively
shows us how 'seeing' is the primary medium of
social life, and materially integrates the body of the
individual and the body of the group. Morgan is
unquestionably the pioneering theorist in the whole
emergent field of Visual and Culture Studies as it
relates to religion and art." -Norman Girardot,
University Distinguished Professor, Lehigh University
“Under David Morgan’s inspiring guidance, readers
are taken on a dazzling journey through religious
images that mediate worlds of faith. Embedding
vision in the body, this book stands out with its
thought-provoking approach to religious media as
material and embodied interfaces that underpin the
social construction of the sacred.” -Birgit Meyer,
Professor of Religious Studies, Utrecht University
This anthology follows the intersection of food and faith
from the fourteenth to the twenty-first century, charting
the complex relationship among religious eating habits
and politics, culture, and social structure.
Placing the neglected issue of class back into the study
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reconsiders the meaning of class in today's world. More
than a status grounded in material conditions, says
McCloud, class is also an identity rhetorically and
symbolically made and unmade through representations.
It entails relationships, identifications, boundaries,
meanings, power, and our most ingrained habits of mind
and body. He demonstrates that employing class as an
analytical tool that cuts across variables such as creed,
race, ethnicity, and gender can illuminate American
religious life in unprecedented ways. Through social
theory, historical analysis, and ethnography, McCloud
makes an interdisciplinary argument for reinserting class
into the study of religion. First, he offers a new three-part
conception of class for use in studying religion. He then
presents a focused cultural history of religious studies by
examining how social class surfaced in twentieth-century
theories of religious affiliation. He concludes with
historical and ethnographic case studies of religion and
class. Divine Hierarchies makes a convincing case for
the past and present importance of class in American
religious thought, practice, and scholarship.
Religion is living culture. It continues to play a role in
shaping political ideologies, institutional practices,
communities of interest, ways of life and social identities.
Mediating Faiths brings together scholars working across
a range of fields, including cultural studies, media,
sociology, anthropology, cultural theory and religious
studies, in order to facilitate greater understanding of
recent transformations. Contributors illustrate how
religion continues to be responsive to the very latest
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and cultural
developments in the environments in
which it exists. They raise fundamental questions
concerning new media and religious expression,
religious youth cultures, the links between spirituality,
personal development and consumer culture, and
contemporary intersections of religion, identity and
politics. Together the chapters demonstrate how belief in
the superempirical is negotiated relative to secular
concerns in the twenty-first century.
From their everyday work in kitchens and gardens to the
solemn work of laying out the dead, the Anglican women
of mid-twentieth-century Conception Bay, Newfoundland,
understood and expressed Christianity through their
experience as labourers within the family economy.
Women's work in the region included outdoor agricultural
labour, housekeeping, childbirth, mortuary services, food
preparation, caring for the sick, and textile production.
Ordinary Saints explores how religious belief shaped the
meaning of this work, and how women lived their
Christian faith through the work they did. In lived
religious practices at home, in church-based voluntary
associations, and in the wider community, the Anglican
women of Conception Bay constructed a female
theological culture characterized by mutuality,
negotiation of gender roles, and resistance to male
authority, combining feminist consciousness with
Christian commitment. Bonnie Morgan brings together
evidence from oral interviews, denominational
publications, census data, minute books of the Church of
England Women's Association, headstone epitaphs, and
household art and objects to demonstrate the profound
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ties between
labour and faithfulness: for these rural
women, work not only expressed but also shaped belief.
Ordinary Saints, with its focus on gender, labour, and
lived faithfulness, breaks new ground in the history of
religion in Canada.
In this memoir, Anna McGahan shares the story of
reconciling with her body, mapping its journey from a
cheapened product in a marketplace to a vessel of
astonishing worth. This is a deeply personal and radical
story, of a body rescued and set free. Of a life completely
and irrevocably changed.
In popular debates over the influences of nature versus
culture on human lives, bodies are often assigned to the
category of "nature": biological, essential, and pre-social.
The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Body and
Embodiment challenges that view, arguing that bodies
both shape and get shaped by human societies. As
such, the body is an appropriate and necessary area of
study for sociologists. The Handbook works to clarify the
scope of this topic and display the innovations of
research within the field. The volume is divided into three
main parts: Bodies and Methodology; Marginalized
Bodies; and Embodied Sociology. Sociologists
contributing to the first two parts focus on the body and
the ways it is given meaning, regulated, and subjected to
legal and medical oversight in a variety of social contexts
(particularly when the body in question violates norms for
how a culture believes bodies "ought" to behave or
appear). Sociologists contributing to the last part use the
bodily as a lens through which to study social institutions
and experiences. These social settings range from
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for teaching police recruits how to use physical force,
from social movement tactics to countries'
understandings of race and national identity. The Oxford
Handbook of the Sociology of the Body also prioritizes
empirical evidence and methodological rigor, attending to
the ways particular lives are lived in particular physical
bodies located within particular cultural and institutional
contexts. Many chapters offer extended methodological
reflections, providing guidance on how to conduct
sociological research on the body and, at times,
acknowledging the role the authors' own bodies play in
developing their knowledge of the research subject.
"Fat People Don't Go to Heaven!" screamed a headline
in the tabloid Globe in November 2000. The story
recounted the success of the Weigh Down Workshop,
the nation's largest Christian diet corporation and the
subject of extensive press coverage from Larry King Live
to the New Yorker. In the United States today, hundreds
of thousands of people are making diet a religious duty
by enrolling in Christian diet programs and reading
Christian diet literature like What Would Jesus Eat? and
Fit for God. Written with style and wit, far ranging in its
implications, and rich with the stories of real people, Born
Again Bodies launches a provocative yet sensitive
investigation into Christian fitness and diet culture.
Looking closely at both the religious roots of this
movement and its present-day incarnations, R. Marie
Griffith vividly analyzes Christianity's intricate role in
America's obsession with the body, diet, and fitness. As
she traces the underpinning of modern-day beauty and
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who are overweight—Griffith links seemingly disparate
groups in American history including seventeenthcentury New England Puritans, Progressive Era New
Thought adherents, and late-twentieth-century
evangelical diet preachers.
The body and experiences of embodiment have
generated a rich and diverse sociological literature. This
volume articulates and illustrates one major approach to
the sociology of the body: symbolic interactionism, an
increasingly prevalent theoretical base of contemporary
sociology derived from the pragmatism of writers such as
John Dewey, William James, Charles Peirce, Charles
Cooley and George Herbert Mead. The authors argue
that, from an interactionist perspective, the body is much
more than a tangible, corporeal object - it is a vessel of
great significance to the individual and society. From this
perspective, body, self and social interaction are
intimately interrelated and constantly reconfigured. The
collection constitutes a unique anthology of empirical
research on the body, from health and illness to
sexuality, from beauty and imagery to bodily
performance in sport and art, and from mediated
communication to plastic surgery. The contributions are
informed by innovative interactionist theory, offering
fresh insights into one of the fastest growing subdisciplines of sociology and cultural studies.
"Vivid, lucid, and well-written. I came away with a better
understanding of how the specific realities of being
'submissive wives' are negotiated, constructed, challenged,
and transformed."—Lynn Davidman, author of Tradition in a
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World
"Griffith's deft portrayal is a unique and
important contribution to the study of Pentecostal spirituality
and a compelling model for the retelling of women's religious
experience in twentieth-century American culture."—Margaret
Bendroth, author of Fundamentalism and Gender, 1875 to
Present
The preacher's body is a tool for proclamation, a vehicle by
which a sermon comes to life. Female preachers, engaged in
a task not long their own, know well the added attention
directed to their physicality. They can experience ordinary
decisions about attire, accessories, hairstyles, and movement
as complex, and occasionally precarious, choices around how
to bring flesh to their sermons. They can also experience the
extraordinary power of their bodies, when materiality weighs
in on the message. McCullough explores the every-Sunday
bodily decisions of contemporary female preachers, with an
eye to uncovering the meanings about body, preaching, and
God alive underneath. Ultimately, she argues for a renewed
understanding of embodiment, in which one's living body,
inescapably intertwined with her preaching, becomes the
avenue for greater knowledge about how to preach and
deeper insight into the faith professed.
Alexis de Tocqueville once described the national character
of Americans as one question insistently asked: "How much
money will it bring in?" G.K. Chesterton, a century later,
described America as a "nation with a soul of a church." At
first glance, the two observations might appear to be
diametrically opposed, but this volume shows the ways in
which American religion and American business overlap and
interact with one another, defining the US in terms of religion,
and religion in terms of economics. Bringing together original
contributions by leading experts and rising scholars from both
America and Europe, the volume pushes this field of study
forward by examining the ways religions and markets in
Page 12/25

Access Free Born Again Bodies Flesh And Spirit
In American Christianity California Studies In
Food
And can
Culture
relationship
provide powerful insights and open unseen
aspects into both. In essays ranging from colonial American
mercantilism to modern megachurches, from literary markets
to popular festivals, the authors explore how religious
behavior is shaped by commerce, and how commercial
practices are informed by religion. By focusing on what
historians often use off-handedly as a metaphor or analogy,
the volume offers new insights into three varieties of
relationships: religion and the marketplace, religion in the
marketplace, and religion as the marketplace. Using these
categories, the contributors test the assumptions scholars
have come to hold, and offer deeper insights into religion and
the marketplace in America.
“An in-depth, well-researched, and thoughtful exploration of
the ‘fat boom’ in America.” —TheBoston Globe Low carb,
high protein, raw foods . . . despite our seemingly endless
obsession with fad diets, the startling truth is that six out of
ten Americans are overweight or obese. In Fat Land, awardwinning nutrition and health journalist Greg Critser examines
the facts and societal factors behind the sensational
headlines, taking on everything from supersize to Super
Mario, high-fructose corn syrup to the high costs of physical
education. With a sharp eye and even sharper tongue, Critser
examines why pediatricians are now treating conditions rarely
seen in children before; why type 2 diabetes is on the rise;
the personal struggles of those with weight
problems—especially among the poor—and how agribusiness
has altered our waistlines. Praised by the New York Times as
“absorbing” and by Newsday as “riveting,” this disarmingly
funny, yet truly alarming, exposé stands as an important
examination of one of the most pressing medical and social
issues in the United States. “One scary book and a good
companion to Eric Schlosser’s Fast Food Nation.” —Seattle
Post-Intelligencer
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An exploration
of the interdisciplinary methods used to
understand religious practice Religion is commonly viewed as
something that people practice, whether in the presence of
others or alone. But what do we mean exactly by "practice"?
What approaches help to answer this question? What
Happens When We Practice Religion? delves into the central
concepts, arguments, and tools used to understand religion
today. Throughout the past few decades, the study of religion
has shifted away from essentialist arguments that grandly
purport to explain what religion is and why it exists. Instead,
using methods from anthropology, psychology, religious
studies, and sociology, scholars now focus on what people do
and say: their daily religious habits, routines, improvisations,
and adaptations. Robert Wuthnow shows how four
intersecting areas of inquiry--situations, intentions, feelings,
and bodies--shed important light on religious practice, and he
explores such topics as the role of religious experiences in
sacred spaces, gendered social relationships, educational
settings, the arts, meditation, and ritual. Suitable for
undergraduate and graduate courses, What Happens When
We Practice Religion? provides insights into the diverse ways
that religion manifests in ordinary life. Summarizes the latest
theories and empirical methods of religious practice Shows
how the study of religion has changed Includes chapters on
theory, situations, intentions, feelings, and bodies Draws from
anthropology, psychology, religious studies, and sociology
Accessible for undergraduate and graduate courses
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1921 Edition.
Have you ever asked yourself what changed when you were
"born again?" You look in the mirror and see the same
reflection - your body hasn't changed. You find yourself acting
the same and yielding to those same old temptations - that
didn't seem to change either. So you wonder, Has anything
really changed? The correct answer to that question is
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for receiving from God. If you lack this basic
understanding, you'll forever ask yourself doubt-filled
questions like: "How could God love somebody like me?" and
"How can I possibly expect to receive anything from the Lord?
I don't deserve it, I'm not good enough!" Spirit, Soul, and
Body will help you eliminate those and other doubt-filled
questions that destroy your faith. If you have trouble receiving
from God, this is a must-read!
The postmodern view that human experience is constructed
by language and culture has informed historical narratives for
decades. Yet newly emerging information about the biological
body now makes it possible to supplement traditional
scholarly models with insights about the bodily sources of
human thought and experience. The Body of Faith is the first
account of American religious history to highlight the
biological body. Robert C. Fuller brings a crucial new
perspective to the study of American religion, showing that
knowledge about the biological body deeply enriches how we
explain dramatic episodes in American religious life. Fuller
shows that the body’s genetically evolved systems—pain
responses, sexual passion, and emotions like shame and
fear—have persistently shaped the ways that Americans forge
relationships with nature, to society, and to God. The first new
work to appear in the Chicago History of American Religion
series in decades, The Body of Faith offers a truly
interdisciplinary framework for explaining the richness,
diversity, and endless creativity of American religious life.

From Naked Juice® to nude yoga, contemporary
society is steeped in language that draws a
connection from nudity to nature, wellness, and
liberation. This branding promotes a "free and
natural" lifestyle to mostly white and middle-class
Americans intent on protecting
their own bodies—and
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those of society at large—from overwork,
environmental toxins, illness, conformity to body
standards, and the hyper-sexualization of the
consumer economy. How did the naked body come
to be associated with "naturalness," and how has
this notion influenced American culture? Free and
Natural explores the cultural history of nudity and its
impact on ideas about the body and the environment
from the early twentieth century to the present.
Sarah Schrank traces the history of nudity,
especially public nudity, across the unusual eras and
locations where it thrived—including the California
desert, Depression-era collectives, and 1950s
suburban nudist communities—as well as the more
predictable beaches and resorts. She also highlights
the many tensions it produced. For example, the
blurry line between wholesome nudity and sexuality
became impossible to sustain when confronted by
the cultural challenges of the sexual revolution.
Many longtime free and natural lifestyle enthusiasts,
fatigued by decades of legal battles, retreated to
private homes and resorts while the politics of gay
rights, sexual liberation, environmentalism, and
racial equality of the 1970s inspired a new
generation of radical advocates of public nudity. By
the dawn of the twenty-first century, Schrank
demonstrates, a free and natural lifestyle that started
with antimaterialist, back-to-the-land rural retreats
had evolved into a billion-dollar wellness
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marketplace where "Naked™" sells endless products
promising natural health, sexual fulfilment, organic
food, and hip authenticity. Free and Natural provides
an in-depth account of how our bodies have become
tethered so closely to modern ideas about nature
and identity and yet have been consistently
subjected to the excesses of capitalism.
We are living in a food and body image obsessed
culture. We are encouraged to over-consume by the
marketing and media that surround us and then
berated by those same forces for doing so. At the
same time, we are bombarded with images of
unnaturally thin celebrities who go to enormous
lengths to retain an unrealistic body image, either by
extremes of dieting or through plastic surgery or
both. The spiritual realm is not immune from these
pressures, as can be seen in the flourishing of
biblically and faith based weight loss programs that
encourage women to lose weight physically and gain
spiritually. Isherwood examines this environment in
light of Christian tradition, which has often had a
difficult relationship with sexuality and embodiment
and which has promoted ideals of restraint and
asceticism. She argues that part of the reason for
our current obsession and bizarre treatment of
issues around weight, size and looks is that secular
society has unknowingly absorbed many of its
negative attitudes towards the body from its
Christian heritage. Isherwood argues powerfully that
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there are resources within Christianity that can free
us from this thinking, and lead us towards a more
holistic, incarnational view of what it is to be human.
The Fat Jesus provides a fascinating study of the
complex ways that food, women and religion
interconnect, and proposes a theology of embrace
and expansion emphasizing the fullness of our
incarnation.
"This is a wonderful book, well-conceptualized,
written with style and wit, and impressive for its
ambition, reach and achievement. R. Marie Griffith
brings to the scene learning, theoretical subtlety,
critical acumen, historical skill, and humane
sensibility. She has emerged as one of the most
sophisticated and insightful scholars of the Christian
body in any period of Christian history."--Robert Orsi,
Harvard University "Born Again Bodies is
extraordinary. It uncovers an arena of knowledge
never before looked at with this level of critical
attention when examining American religious culture;
Griffith's strength is that she looks across the
'evangelical' denominations. Her work is elegant and
truly original."--Sander L. Gilman, author of
Difference and Pathology and Jewish Frontiers
This four-volume work provides a detailed,
multicultural survey of established as well as "new"
American religions and investigates the fascinating
interactions between religion and ethnicity, gender,
politics, regionalism, ethics, and popular culture. •
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Comprises contributions from more than 100 top
scholars covering a breadth of topics such as Día de
los Muertos, Heathenry, Islam, Pentecostalism,
roadside shrines, Sufism, Wicca, and Zen from a
variety of interdisciplinary perspectives • Provides
thought-provoking insights into religion's interactions
with cultural backdrops throughout America,
including in education, entertainment, the Internet,
the environment, politics, and at home • Contains
photographs and illustrations depicting a wide range
of religious figures and activities as well as
significant religious sites in the United States •
Supplies an entire volume of primary source
documents illustrating the religious diversity in
American culture, including Cecil B. DeMille's essay
"The Screen as Religious Teacher" as well as more
conventional materials on Christian Science, the
New Age, and Buddhism
This book explores the ways in which the body is
sacred in Western medicine, as well as how this idea
is played out in questions of life and death, of the
autopsy and of the meanings attributed to illnesses
and disease. Ritual and religious modifications to,
and limitations on what may be done to the body
raise cross cultural issues of great complexity
philosophically and theologically, as well as
sociologically - within medicine and for health care
practitioners, but also, as a matter of primary
concern for the patient. The book explores the ways
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in which medicine organises the moral and the
immoral, the sacred and the profane; how it
mediates cultural concepts of the sacred of the body,
of blood and of life and death.
From an esteemed scholar of American religion and
sexuality, a sweeping account of the century of
religious conflict that produced our culture wars Gay
marriage, transgender rights, birth control -- sex is at
the heart of many of the most divisive political issues
of our age. The origins of these conflicts, historian R.
Marie Griffith argues, lie in sharp disagreements that
emerged among American Christians a century ago.
From the 1920s onward, a once-solid Christian
consensus regarding gender roles and sexual
morality began to crumble, as liberal Protestants
sparred with fundamentalists and Catholics over
questions of obscenity, sex education, and abortion.
Both those who advocated for greater openness in
sexual matters and those who resisted new sexual
norms turned to politics to pursue their moral visions
for the nation. Moral Combat is a history of how the
Christian consensus on sex unraveled, and how this
unraveling has made our political battles over sex so
ferocious and so intractable.
Examines the life and career of mid-twentiethcentury evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson in
terms of her role as a pioneer in the movement of
Pentecostal Christianity from the margins of
Protestantism to mainstream American culture,
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explaining how her integration of politics and faith set
the stage for the growth of the religious right.
This book examines evangelical dieting and fitness
programs and provides a systematic approach of this
diverse field with its wide variety of programs. When
evangelical Christians engage in fitness and dieting
classes in order to “glorify God,” they often face
skepticism. This book approaches devotional fitness
culture in North America from a religious studies
perspective, outlining the basic structures, ideas,
and practices of the field. Starting with the historical
backgrounds of this current, the book approaches
both practice and ideology, highlighting how
devotional fitness programs construe their identity in
the face of various competing offers in religious and
non-religious sectors of society. The book suggests
a nuanced and complex understanding of the
relationship between sports and religion, beyond
‘simple’ functional equivalency. It provides insights
into the formation of secular and religious body
ideals and the way these body ideals are sacralized
in the frame of an evangelical worldview.
Losing weight and changing your sexual orientation are both
notoriously difficult to do successfully. Yet many faithful
evangelical Christians believe that thinness and
heterosexuality are godly ideals—and that God will provide
reliable paths toward them for those who fall short. Seeking
the Straight and Narrow is a fascinating account of the world
of evangelical efforts to alter our strongest bodily desires.
Drawing on fieldwork at First Place, a popular Christian
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Cultureand Exodus International, a network of
weight-loss
ex-gay ministries, Lynne Gerber explores why some
Christians feel that being fat or gay offends God, what exactly
they do to lose weight or go straight, and how they make
sense of the program’s results—or, frequently, their lack.
Gerber notes the differences and striking parallels between
the two programs, and, more broadly, she traces the ways
that other social institutions have attempted to contain the
excesses associated with fatness and homosexuality.
Challenging narratives that place evangelicals in constant
opposition to dominant American values, Gerber shows that
these programs reflect the often overlooked connection
between American cultural obsessions and Christian ones.
With its roots in Middle Eastern and North African dance,
belly dance is a popular leisure activity in the West with
women (and some men) of all ages and body types pursing
the activity for diverse reasons. Drawing on empirical
research, fieldwork, and interviews with participants, this book
investigates the social world and small group cultures of
American belly dance, examining the various ways in which
people use leisure to construct the self and social
relationships. With attention to gender expectations, body
image, sexuality, community, spiritual experiences, and the
process of identifying with a leisure activity, this book shows
how people engage in the same pursuit in a variety of ways. It
sheds light on the manner in which dancers strive to deal with
the challenges presented by internal power struggles and
legitimacy bids, public beliefs, narrow cultural ideals of beauty
and often sexualized assumptions about their art. A
fascinating study of identity work and the reproduction and
challenging of gender norms through a gendered leisure
activity, Gendered Bodies and Leisure: The Practice and
Performance of American Belly Dance will be of interest to
students and scholars researching gender and sexuality, the
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leisure, the sociology of the body and
interactionist thought.
Transforming Exclusion is concerned with the interface
between the study of religion & theology and issues
surrounding exclusion. Religious beliefs can be important in
shaping attitudes that can lead to the exploitation or
marginalization of both humans and non-humans. At the
same time, religious beliefs and practices have much to offer
in transforming the world, creating a more equitable place for
all who occupy it. At other times, the voices of members of
religious communities are suppressed and marginalized by
other more dominant religious or secular individuals or
communities. This book addresses all of these aspects of
social exclusion and aims to demonstrate that the study of
theology and religion, in addressing religious communities
and society more widely, have important contributions to
make in creating a more just world. The issue of exclusion is
engaged with from a range of different perspectives by
scholars involved in fieldwork with religious communities,
systematic, contextual and practical theologians, and
practitioners involved in the preparation of individuals and
groups for a range of ministries and professions.
Political polarization and unrest are not exclusive to our era,
but in the twenty-first century, we are living with seemingly
unresolvable disagreements that threaten to tear our country
apart. Discrimination, racism, tyranny, religious
fundamentalism, political schisms, misogyny, "fake news,"
border walls, the #MeToo moment, foreign intervention in our
electoral process—these cultural and social rifts charge our
world, and we have failed to find a path toward agreement or
unity. As Much Truth as One Can Bear is Marie Griffith’s
thoughtful response to an imperiled nation that has forgotten
how to listen and debate productively, at a time when it needs
vigorous discourse more than ever. Griffith performs the
Page 23/25

Access Free Born Again Bodies Flesh And Spirit
In American Christianity California Studies In
Food
Culture
urgent And
work of
examining the histories behind the issues at
the root of our country’s conflicts both past and present, from
race and immigration to misogyny and reproductive rights.
This is more than a study of the issues; it is an attempt to
shed real light on how to encourage constructive dialogue
and move society forward.
The way in which religious people eat reflects not only their
understanding of food and religious practice but also their
conception of society and their place within it. This anthology
considers theological foodways, identity foodways, negotiated
foodways, and activist foodways in the United States,
Canada, and the Caribbean. Original essays explore the role
of food and eating in defining theologies and belief structures,
creating personal and collective identities, establishing and
challenging boundaries and borders, and helping to negotiate
issues of community, religion, race, and nationality.
Contributors consider food practices and beliefs among
Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Buddhists, as well as
members of new religious movements, Afro-Caribbean
religions, interfaith families, and individuals who consider food
itself a religion. They traverse a range of geographic regions,
from the Southern Appalachian Mountains to North America's
urban centers, and span historical periods from the colonial
era to the present. These essays contain a variety of
methodological and theoretical perspectives, emphasizing the
embeddedness of food and eating practices within specific
religions and the embeddedness of religion within society and
culture. The volume makes an excellent resource for scholars
hoping to add greater depth to their research and for
instructors seeking a thematically rich, vivid, and relevant tool
for the classroom.
This title's main subject is "to be born again of Water and the
Spirit." It has the originality on the subject. In other words, this
book clearly tells us what being born again is and how to be
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water and the Spirit in strict accordance with the
Bible. The water symbolizes the baptism of Jesus at the
Jordan and the Bible says that all our sins were passed on to
Jesus when He was baptized by John the Baptist. John was
the representative of all mankind and a descendant of Aaron
the High priest. Aaron laid his hands on the head of the
scapegoat and passed all the yearly sins of the Israelites on
the Day of Atonement. It is a shadow of the good things to
come. The baptism of Jesus is the antitype of the laying on of
hands. Jesus was baptized in the form of the laying on of
hands at the Jordan. So He took away all the sins of the
world through His baptism and was crucified to pay for the
sins. But most Christians don't know why Jesus baptized by
John the Baptist in the Jordan. Jesus' baptism is the keyword
of this book, and the indispensable part of the Gospel of
Water and the Spirit. We can be born again only by believing
in the baptism of Jesus and His Cross.
This book provides a framework for a new theology of
disability which begins with the notion that limits are an
unsurprising element of human life. This profoundly
challenges common sense categories of disabled and nondisabled and offers significant new images and possibilities
for theological reflection and action
A groundbreaking work of ethnography, urban studies, and
theology, Mark Gornik's Word Made Global explores the
recent development of African Christianity in New York City.
Drawing especially on ten years of intensive research into
three very different African immigrant churches, Gornik sheds
light on the pastoral, spiritual, and missional dynamics of this
exciting global, transnational Christian movement.
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