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Boko Haram Fundamentalism A Critical Metamorphosis
"The Handbook of Islamic Sects and Movements offers a multinational study of Islam, its
variants, influences, and neighbouring movements, from a multidisciplinary range of scholars.
These chapters highlight the diversity of Islam, especially in its contemporary manifestations,
as a religion of many communities, theologies, and ideologies. Over five sections-on Sunni,
Shia, Sufi, fundamentalist, and fringe Islamic movements-the authors provide historical
overviews, analyses, and in-depth studies of large and small Islamic and related groups from
all around the world. The contents of this volume will be of interest to both newcomers to the
study of Islam and established scholars of religion who wish to engage with the dynamic label
of Islam and the many impactful movements of the Islamic world"-This handbook poses and attempts to answer a series of basic, but complex, questions: Is
there any advantage to the peace process in inviting or permitting the participation of
proscribed armed groups (PAGs)? What kinds of PAGs are worth talking to and which are not?
What form should the talks take and whom should they involve?Each of the following six
chapters covers a different step in the process of talking to groups that use terror: * assess the
potential for talks * design a strategy for engagement * open channels of communication *
foster commitment to the process * facilitate negotiations * and protect the process from the
effects of violenceThis handbook is part of the series the Peacemaker s Toolkit, which is being
published by the United States Institute of Peace. For twenty-five years, the United States
Institute of Peace has supported the work of mediators through research, training programs,
workshops, and publications designed to discover and disseminate the keys to effective
mediation.The Institute mandated by the U.S. Congress to help prevent, manage, and resolve
international conflict through nonviolent means has conceived of The Peacemaker s Toolkit as
a way of combining its own accumulated expertise with that of other organizations active in the
field of mediation. Most publications in the series are produced jointly by the Institute and a
partner organization. All publications are carefully reviewed before publication by highly
experienced mediators to ensure that the final product will be a useful and reliable resource for
practitioners."
Relationships between peace, politics and religion are often controversial, and sometimes
problematic. Religion is a core source of identity for billions of people around the world and it is
hardly surprising that sometimes it becomes involved in conflicts. At the same time, we can
see religion involved not only in conflict. It is also central to conflict resolution, peace-making
and peacebuilding. Religious involvement is often necessary to try to end hatred and
differences, frequently central to political conflicts especially, but not only, in the Global South.
Evidence shows that religious leaders and faith-based organisations can play constructive
roles in helping to end violence, and in some cases, build peace via early warnings of conflict,
good offices once conflict has erupted, as well as advocacy, mediation and reconciliation. The
chapters of this book highlight that religion can encourage both conflict and peace, through the
activities of people individually and collectively imbued with religious ideas and ideals.
“A Nigerian bildungsroman featuring Dantala, a street kid thrust calamitously into the arms of a
gentle sheikh, who thereafter faces Islamic extremism.” —O, The Oprah Magazine, “10 Titles
to Pick Up Now” Winner of the 2017 Betty Trask Prize A Finalist for the Nigeria Prize for
Literature Nominated for 2017 Hurston/Wright Legacy Award An Indies Introduce Selection An
Amazon Best Book of the Month in Literature & Fiction Longlisted for the 2016 Etisalat Prize
for Literature In far northwestern Nigeria, Dantala lives among a gang of street boys who sleep
under a kuka tree. During the election, the boys are paid by the Small Party to cause trouble.
When their attempt to burn down the opposition’s local headquarters ends in disaster, Dantala
must run for his life, leaving his best friend behind. He makes his way to a mosque that
provides him with food, shelter, and guidance. With his quick aptitude and modest nature,
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Dantala becomes a favored apprentice to the mosque’s sheikh. Before long, he is faced with a
terrible conflict of loyalties, as one of the sheikh’s closest advisors begins to raise his own
radical movement. When bloodshed erupts in the city around him, Dantala must decide what
kind of Muslim—and what kind of man—he wants to be. “An ambitious book that tackles modern
Nigeria’s extremely complex religious landscape with great insight, passion, and humor by
taking us deep into the mental and emotional space of the country’s most neglected.”
—Uzodinma Iweala, author of Beasts of No Nation
A comprehensive analysis of the rise of Boko Haram from a small religious cult to a major
terrorist group, placing them within the context of Nigerian politics and the international War on
Terror. • Takes a comprehensive approach to the political, historical, social, economic, and
international dynamics that enabled the rise and transformation of Boko Haram • Draws on
field work in Nigeria, including interviews with military representatives, politicians, activists,
psychologists, security operatives, and victims of the Boko Haram war • Offers a
comprehensive analysis of contemporary Nigeria at a crucial point in its history • Makes an
original contribution to the study of violent non-state actors by examining similarities and
differences between Boko Haram and other like-minded terrorist movements
Polemic Paper from the year 2017 in the subject Theology - Comparative Religion Studies,
grade: A.1, Ebonyi State University (New Frontier Ind. Research and Publications Int'l,
Makurdi, Benue, Nigeria), language: English, abstract: True religions and religious are now
very rare to come by. Religious hypocrisy and fanaticism (fundamentalism) have become the
order of the day. These trends negate the cores of religion with fake religious practices and
bitter religious superiority contestation, chaos, intolerance and tension (crisis). Until the
emergence of Protestantism and religious proliferation in the 15th century, the Catholicity of
religion was upheld by the existing ones – Traditional Religion, Christianity (Roman Catholic
Church) and Islam, among others, with little or no crisis. The case has become different in
contemporary times. The current motives of religions and the religious are now rather human,
unethical, biased and materialistic, and thus the emerging endemic religious issues, fuelled by
ethnicity, politics, neo/colonialism, linguistic conflicts and capitalism confronting nations like
Nigeria and the like over the years. This study is concerned with interrogating and exploring
the foregoing problems. It maintains that a nation free from religious hypocrisy and fanaticism
is bound to be truly religious and tap hugely from the rich prospects of religion, rather than the
current otherwise obtained in Nigeria and the like nations. The ugly development calls for wide
aggressive religious re-orientation and reformation, as this paper proposes. It relies on textual
materials, besides non-participant observation and intuition, for data. The content-analysis is
employed, involving qualitative approach and objectivism.
Volume 1. Socio-economic transformations -- Volume 2. Political regulation, governance and
societal transformations -- Volume 3. Transformations in values, norms, cultures.
With a new afterword. “Compelling, meticulously researched. Should be required
reading.”—Washington Post In Lahore, Pakistan, Faizan Peerzada resisted being relegated to
a “dark corner” by staging a performing arts festival despite bomb attacks. In Senegal,
wheelchair-bound Aissatou Cissé produced a comic book to illustrate the injustices faced by
disabled women and girls. In Algeria, publisher Omar Belhouchet and his journalists struggled
to put out their paper, El Watan (The Nation), the same night that a 1996 jihadist bombing
devastated their offices and killed eighteen of their colleagues. In Afghanistan, Young Women
for Change took to the streets of Kabul to denounce sexual harassment, undeterred by threats.
In Minneapolis, Minnesota, Abdirizak Bihi organized a Ramadan basketball tournament among
Somali refugees to counter the influence of Al Shabaab. From Karachi to Tunis, Kabul to
Tehran, across the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, and beyond, these trailblazers often
risked death to combat the rising tide of fundamentalism within their own countries. But this
global community of writers, artists, doctors, musicians, museum curators, lawyers, activists,
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and educators of Muslim heritage remains largely invisible, lost amid the heated coverage of
Islamist terror attacks on one side and abuses perpetrated against suspected terrorists on the
other. A veteran of twenty years of human rights research and activism, Karima Bennoune
draws on extensive fieldwork and interviews to illuminate the inspiring stories of those who
represent one of the best hopes for ending fundamentalist oppression worldwide.
This volume engages in an in-depth discussion of Nigerian politics. Written by an expert group
of Nigerian researchers, the chapters provide an overarching, Afrocentric view of politics in
Nigeria, from pre-colonial history to the current federal system. The book begins with a series
of historical chapters analyzing the development of Nigeria from its traditional political
institutions through the First Republic. After establishing the necessary historical context, the
next few chapters shift the focus to specific political institutions and phenomena, including the
National Assembly, local government and governance, party politics, and federalism. The
remaining chapters discuss issues that continue to affect Nigerian politics: the debt crisis, oil
politics in the Niger Delta, military intervention and civil-military relations, as well as nationalism
and inter-group relations. Providing an overview of Nigerian politics that encompasses history,
economics, and public administration, this volume will be useful to students and researchers
interested in African politics, African studies, democracy, development, history, and legislative
studies.

Engaging Extremists concerns negotiation with political terrorist organizations,
separating terrorist groups that can be engaged from those that, for the moment,
cannot.
The book is an introduction to the study of culture, with emphasis on the
dynamism factor intrinsic and susceptible to generating growth, development
initiatives and change, especially in religion and other aspects of Nigerian
society. The collection of 19 papers is organised into five parts: Concepts and
Theoretical Alignments, Social Institutions in Culture Change and Development,
Religious Traditions and Change Experience, Votaries and Sectarian Reaction to
Culture and Religious Change, and Pastoral Objective and the Management of
Cultural Diversity and Change in Christianity.
Boko Haram analyzes the activities and atrocities of Nigeria’s Jihadi terrorist
group, Boko Haram, in the context of global religious fundamentalism and
extremism. The book traces the early beginnings of the religious sect, the
conversion of its leader to radical Islam in 2002, and the group’s campaign of
violence beginning in 2009 and continuing to the present. The group’s attacks
against a variety of targets are examined in detail as are their general tactics and
strategies. The Nigerian government response is also examined in order to
provide critical lessons to counterterrorism planners, policy and government
officials, and scholars. The initial military response was hampered by capability
and legislative constraints including a lack of arms and ammunition, a lack of
modern counterterrorism equipment, training gaps, leadership issues, intelligence
gaps, politicization of the conflict, and limited support to the Nigerian military by
the international community. Boko Haram looks at the work that has been done
thus far, and what work needs to continue, to make gains to combat, marginalize,
and ultimately defeat Boko Haram and resolve the conflict facing Nigeria. Key
features: Outlines the history of Boko Haram and its emergence in Nigeria
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Provides the latest developments on fundamentalism in Nigeria, the growth of
Boko Haram and the government response Focuses on the attacks, attack
methodology and targeting of Boko Haram, addressing best-practice
countermeasures Examines Boko Haram’s ties to other Islamist groups including
ISIL/ISIS and others Details the importance for international cooperation in
responding to Boko Haram’s activities and threats. About the Author: Dr. Ona
Ekhomu, CFE, CPP, CSP, PCI, CPOI was born in Irrua, Nigeria. He holds the
PhD from University of Pittsburgh. A policy analyst and security expert, Ekhomu
is Chairman Trans-World Security Systems Ltd. and Chairman School of
Management and Security (Lagos, Nigeria). President of Trans-World Security
Systems Inc. of Chicago, Illinois, USA, Ekhomu is also a lecturer in the Sociology
Department of the University of Lagos, Nigeria. He is President of the Association
of Industrial Security and Safety Operators of Nigeria; Africa Representative of
the International Foundation for Protection Officers; and former Regional VicePresident (West and Central Africa) of ASIS International. Ekhomu is author of
Kidnap: Face to Face with Death (2014) and Effective Personal & Corporate
Security (2009).
This book assesses the effectiveness of Nigeria’s counterterrorist policies
against Boko Haram. It takes a critical review of the interventionist strategies
adopted by the Nigerian government, highlights the motivations behind the
choice of strategies, and proffers a deeper understanding of the factors
responsible for the state’s inability, thus far, to rid the country of terrorism.
Specifically, it evaluates the NACTEST policy framework that guides the Nigerian
state’s counterterrorist strategies, which contains both hard and soft power
approaches. Adopting historical and case study approaches which put the
Nigerian state and occurrences of violent conflict in context, it takes cognizance
of the politics of ethno-religious diversity which reinforce violent conflicts among
groups and against the state, and reviews the socio-economic and political
realities that led to the emergence and sustenance of Boko Haram. The volume
concludes by suggesting practical policy options for combating Boko Haram and
other similar armed insurrection. This book is appropriate for researchers and
students interested in African politics, conflict, security, peace studies, terrorism,
and counterterrorism, as well as policy makers and government departments
dealing with terrorism and counterterrorism.
Boko HaramSecurity Considerations and the Rise of an InsurgencyCRC Press
This book investigates the devastating impacts of the Boko Haram terrorist
campaign in Nigeria, reflecting on the group’s historical context, organizational
dynamics, and emerging trajectories. Since its inception in 2002, Boko Haram’s
terrorist campaign has become one of the major threats to security and human
development in West Africa, killing tens of thousands of people, and displacing
many more. This book reflects on the origins and development of Boko Haram,
contextualizing it in the global trend of militant Islamist movements. It delves into
the tactics of the organisation, their deployment of sexual and gender-based
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violence against women and human rights abuses in the war against them. The
war against Boko Haram has seen engagement from the international
community, national and regional military operations, and also a range of civilianled movements. This book reflects on the roles of these different actors, and the
emerging trajectories that need to be considered in order to eradicate Boko
Haram. Drawing on a range of disciplinary perspectives, this book will be of
interest to researchers across the fields of sociology, political science, African
studies, and peace and conflict studies.
For over a decade, Boko Haram has waged a campaign of terror across
northeastern Nigeria. In 2014, the kidnapping of 276 girls in Chibok shocked the
world, giving rise to the #BringBackOurGirls movement. Yet Boko Haram's
campaign of violence against women and girls goes far beyond the Chibok
abductions. From its inception, the group has systematically exploited women to
advance its aims. Perhaps more disturbing still, some Nigerian women have
chosen to become active supporters of the group, even sacrificing their lives as
suicide bombers. These events cannot be understood without first acknowledging
the long-running marginalisation of women in Nigerian society. Having conducted
extensive fieldwork throughout the region, Hilary Matfess provides a vivid and
thought-provoking account of Boko Haram's impact on the lives of Nigerian
women, as well as the wider social and political context that fuels the group's
violence.
Osama Bin Laden is unquestionably the leader of the world's most deadly
terrorist cult. He has perverted the teachings of Islam to create a fringe religious
ideology, Bin Ladenism, where only al-Qaeda speaks for God. In his cult, suicide
bombing is the highest form of worship and the mass murder of Muslims proves
one's devotion. Al-Qaeda's 9/11 attack on the United States was just a small part
of Bin Laden's long-term strategy to win a civil war for control of Islam. By fighting
his terrorists solely with bullets and bombs and ignoring his war on Islam, we
have bolstered Bin Laden's recruiting efforts abroad, undermined civil liberties
and economic security at home and tarnished America's reputation
internationally. Career intelligence officer Malcolm Nance proposes a quantum
shift in how to eliminate al-Qaeda in less than twenty-four months, while
recreating America's reputation as a force for good around the world. His plan
includes: · Exposing al-Qaeda's mission to create a nuclear armed terror Emirate,
incite a Muslim civil war and eventually seize of control of Islam. · Challenging
and breaking the perceived spiritual link between the mainstream Islam and alQaeda's cultist ideology. · Attacking al-Qaeda fighters through precision
intelligence and special operations missions, thereby reducing the deaths of
innocent civilians. · Reframing and restoring America's shattered image in the
developing world in order to support the global counterterrorism and
counterinsurgency campaign. An End to al-Qaeda is both a revolutionary
blueprint for destroying al-Qaeda and a fierce critique of America's poorly
executed war on Bin Laden's terrorists.
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This book places the insurgent group Boko Haram, which has terrorised
northeastern Nigeria through the last six years, in an historical and cultural
context. It examines cultural changes in the lands south of Lake Chad through
deep time, showing how these ancient processes can help us thinkabout Boko
Haram's activities in the present. The archaeological and documentary record for
this area is unusually rich for sub-Saharan Africa, and allows us to understand
Boko Haram within an historical narrative that stretches back directly five
centuries, with cultural origins that stretch evendeeper into the past.One
important way to understand Boko Haram is as a frontier phenomenon, the most
recent manifestation of processes of horrific violence, identity production and
wealth creation that have been part of political relationships in this area of Central
Africa through the last millennium. In strikingways, Boko Haram resembles the
slave-raiders and warlords who figure in precolonial and colonial writings about
the southern Lake Chad Basin. In modern times, these accounts are paralleled
by the activities of smugglers, bandits (coupeurs de route, "road cutters") and tax
evaders, illegal actors whostand in complex relationships to the governments of
modern African nation-states. The borderlands of these states are often places
where the state refuses to exercise its full authority, because of the profits and
opportunities that illegal and semi-legal activities afford, among others to
stateofficials and bureaucrats. For local people, Boko Haram's actions are thus to
a great extent understood in terms of slave-raids and borderlands. Those actions
are not some mysterious, unprecedented eruption of violence and savagery: they
can be understood within local contexts of politics andhistory. This book is written
to counter exoticised portrayals of Boko Haram's activities, and of the region as a
whole.
Why do certain groups and individuals seek to do harm in the name of God? While
studies often claim to hold the key to this frightening phenomenon, they seldom account
for the crucial role that religious conviction plays, not just in radical Islam, but also in the
fundamentalist branches of the world's two other largest religions: Christianity and
Hinduism. As the first book to examine violent extremism in all three religions together,
Competing Fundamentalisms draws on studies in sociology, psychology, culture, and
economicswhile focusing on the central role of religious ideasto paint a richer portrait of
this potent force in modern life. Clarke argues that the forces of globalization fuel the
aggression of these movements to produce the competing feature of religious
fundamentalisms, which have more in common with their counterparts across religious
lines than they do with the members of their own religions. He proposes ways to
deescalate religious violence in the service of peacemaking. Readers will gain
important insights into how violent religious fundamentalism works in the world's three
largest religions and learn new strategies for promoting peace in the context of
contemporary interreligious conflict.
This book is quite interesting and thought- provoking. You cannot but applaud at the
end of each chapter because of the ingenuity and mastery exhibited by our author. This
is a book that has the capacity to bring about the desired positive change needed for
the political stability of Nigeria. Those within the corridors of power should endeavor to
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read and digest the content of this book. Lecturers, students, researchers, and in fact,
all lovers of freedom will find in this book a repository of knowledge and an essential
tool for action.
"Thurston has written the definitive history of Boko Haram. By weaving a complex
tapestry of politics and religion, he explains the peculiarity and potency of one of the
world's most lethal jihadist insurgencies. A violent and secretive sect that was
impenetrable even to experts is now laid bare."--William McCants, author of The ISIS
Apocalypse.e.
The primary objective of this book is to understand the nature of the Boko Haram
insurgency in northeast Nigeria. Boko Haram’s goal of an Islamic Caliphate, starting in
the Borno State in the North East that will eventually cover the areas of the former
Kanem-Borno Empire, is a rejection of the modern state system forced on it by the
West. The central theme of this volume examines the relationship between the failure of
the state-building project in Nigeria and the outbreak and nature of insurgency. At the
heart of the Boko Haram phenomenon is a country racked with cleavages, making it
hard for Nigeria to cohere as a modern state. Part I introduces this theme and places
the Boko Haram insurgency in a historical context. There are, however, multiple
cleavages in Nigeria ? ethnic, regional, cultural, and religious ? and Part II examines the
different state-society dynamics fuelling the conflict. Political grievances are common to
every society; however, what gives Boko Haram the space to express such grievances
through violence? Importantly, this volume demonstrates that the insurgency is, in fact,
a reflection of the hollowness within Nigeria’s overall security. Part III looks at the
responses to Boko Haram by Nigeria, neighbouring states, and external actors. For
Western actors, Boko Haram is seen as part of the "global war on terror" and the fact
that it has pledged allegiance to ISIS encourages this framing. However, as the
chapters here discuss, this is an over-simplification of Boko Haram and the West needs
to address the multiple dimension of Boko Haram. This book will be of much interest to
students of terrorism and political violence, insurgencies, African politics, war and
conflict studies, and IR in general.
Continuing her journey from a deeply religious Islamic upbringing to a post at Harvard,
the brilliant, charismatic and controversial New York Times and Globe and Mail #1
bestselling author of Infidel and Nomad makes a powerful plea for a Muslim
Reformation as the only way to end the horrors of terrorism, sectarian warfare and the
repression of women and minorities. Today, she argues, the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims
can be divided into a minority of extremists, a majority of observant but peaceable
Muslims and a few dissidents who risk their lives by questioning their own religion. But
there is only one Islam and, as Hirsi Ali shows, there is no denying that some of its key
teachings—not least the duty to wage holy war—are incompatible with the values of a
free society. For centuries it has seemed as if Islam is immune to change. But Hirsi Ali
has come to believe that a Muslim Reformation—a revision of Islamic doctrine aimed at
reconciling the religion with modernity—is now at hand, and may even have begun. The
Arab Spring may now seem like a political failure. But its challenge to traditional
authority revealed a new readiness—not least by Muslim women—to think freely and to
speak out. Courageously challenging the jihadists, she identifies five key amendments
to Islamic doctrine that Muslims have to make to bring their religion out of the seventh
century and into the twenty-first. And she calls on the Western world to end its
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appeasement of the Islamists. “Islam is not a religion of peace,” she writes. It is the
Muslim reformers who need our backing, not the opponents of free speech.
Interweaving her own experiences, historical analogies and powerful examples from
contemporary Muslim societies and cultures, Heretic is not a call to arms, but a
passionate plea for peaceful change and a new era of global toleration. In the wake of
the Charlie Hebdo murders, with jihadists killing thousands from Nigeria to Syria to
Pakistan, this book offers an answer to what is fast becoming the world’s number one
problem.
This timely 2 volume edited collection looks at the extent and nature of global jihad,
focusing on the often-exoticised hinterlands of jihad beyond the traditionally viewed
Middle Eastern 'centre'. As ISIS loses its footing in Syria and Iraq and al-Qaeda
regroups this comprehensive account will be a key work in the on-going battle to better
understand the dynamics of the jihads global reality. Critically examining the global
reach of the jihad in these peripheries has the potential to tell us much about patterns of
both local mobilisation, and local rejection of a grander centrally themed and
administered jihad. Has the periphery been receptive to an exported jihad from the
centre or does the local rooted cosmopolitanism of the jihad in the periphery suggest a
more complex glocal relationship? These questions and challenges are more pertinent
than ever as the likes of ISIS and many commentators, attempt to globally rebrand the
jihad and as the centre reasserts its claims to the exotic periphery. Edited by Tom
Smith (Portsmouth), Kirsten E. Schulze (LSE) and Hussein Solomon (UFS) the two
volumes critically examine the various claims of connections between jihadist terrorism
in the 'periphery', remote Islamist insurgencies of the 'periphery' and the global jihad.
Each volume draws on experts in each of the geographies in question. The global
nature of the jihad is too often taken for granted; yet the extent of the glocal
connections deserve focused investigation. Without such inquiry we risk a reductive
understanding of the global jihad, further fostering Orientalist and Eurocentric attitudes
towards local conflicts and remote violence in the periphery. This book will therefore
draw attention to those who overlook and undermine the distinct and rich particularities
of the often-contradictory and cosmopolitan global jihad. In many of the peripheries,
particularly those with intensive large-scale insurgencies, there is extensive
international military alliance. The Bush doctrine to 'fight them over there, so we don't
have to fight them over here' certainly looks to be alive and well in places like Somalia,
the Philippines and Niger amongst many others. Crucially we must ask - is such
reasoning sound – is the threat global and if so in what way? Furthermore - is action in
the peripheries under the guise of combating the global jihad overlooking the local
issues and threatening to make a wider threat where it was otherwise contained?
Diagnosing nations or regions as 'breeding grounds' or 'sanctuaries' of global jihad
carries the spectre of having to chose sides in a battle of civilisations, which looms over
a number of developing nations reliant on good western relations.
This book focuses on the Boko Haram insurgence in Nigeria, and provides information
on the origin and growth of the sect, antecedent and historical factors behind the
insurgence, assessing a variety of socio-political drivers. The structure, organization
and ideology of the sect are analysed, paying attention to internal splits within the
group, as well as external relations with the Nigerian state, and global jihadism. The
diverse and wide ranging issues covered in the book makes it valuable for academic
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researchers, students and policy practitioners both within Africa and beyond.
Critical Education in International Perspective presents new perspectives on critical
education from Latin America, Southern Europe and Africa. While recognising the
valuable work in critical education emerging from North America and the Northern
hemisphere, testimony to Paulo Freire's influence there, this book sheds light on parts
of the world that are not given prominence. The book highlights the complementary
work of Lorenzo Milani, Amilcar Cabral, exponents of Italian feminism, Ada Gobetti, the
Landless Workers Movement (MST) in Brazil, Antonio Gramsci, Gabriela Mistral and
Julius Nyerere. It also focuses on a range of struggles such as education in the context
of landlessness, independence, renewal and cognitive justice, social creation and
against neoliberalism and decolonization.
Islam has been corrupted. A virulent strain of the religion manifests itself in bloodthirsty
mutations such as Boko Haram in Nigeria and the terrifying spectre of ISIS. But behind
the atrocities and turmoil lie many different versions and visions of Islam, each
struggling to survive in a rapidly changing world. Ziauddin Sardar, with inimitable wit
and intelligence, chronicles the diversity and richness of Islam and, in doing so,
answers a host of frequently asked questions: Is Islam inherently violent and
misogynistic? Why do young men and women choose to join the jihadi caliphate? What
part should Muhammad’s teachings play in our own times? Islam Beyond the Violent
Jihadis argues for a pluralistic and reflective religion with a distinguished past - but one
that appears to have been wrenched from its noble origins by rigid fundamentalism. In
examining how we have nourished the rise of Islamic jihadi groups, Sardar urges us all
to work together to preserve the sanity of our world.

During the period of decolonization in Asia and Africa, the United Kingdom faced
more insurgent activity than any other Western power. British government
officials and military forces proved proficient at defeating or controlling these
rebellions. However, these uprisings were much less complex than the modern
jihadist insurgency. Past insurgent movements were primarily monolithic or
national in form, had very specific local goals, and derived most of their power
from the local population. These limitations made past rebellions vulnerable to
strong military responses. In contrast, the modern jihadist insurgency is
characterized by its complex and global nature. Unlike past insurgent forms that
aspired to shape national politics, the jihadist movement espouses larger
thematic goals, like overthrowing the global order. The modern jihadist
insurgency is also more global in terms of its popular support and operational
territory. It makes far better use of communications technology and propaganda
to reach the minds and hearts of global audiences. The contemporary
international security environment has therefore become a frustrating place for
Western powers. Despite great technological and military advances, British and
U.S. counterinsurgency (COIN) operations have been slow to respond and adapt
to the rise of the global jihadist insurgency. Operational failures in Iraq and
Afghanistan have highlighted the need for the West to rethink and retool its
current COIN strategy. After analyzing past British COIN experiences and
comparing them to the evolving nature of the modern jihadist insurgency, the
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authors suggest a new framework for future COIN operations.
This book is the first attempt to understand Boko Haram in a comprehensive and
consistent way. It examines the early history of the sect and its transformation
into a radical armed group. It analyses the causes of the uprising against the
Nigerian state and evaluates the consequences of the on-going conflict from a
religious, social and political point of view. The book gives priority to authors
conducting fieldwork in Nigeria and tackles the following issues: the extent to
which Boko Haram can be considered the product of deprivation and
marginalisation; the relationship of the sect with almajirai, Islamic schools, Sufi
brotherhoods, Izala, and Christian churches; the role of security forces and
political parties in the radicalisation of the sect; the competing discourses in
international and domestic media coverage of the crisis; and the consequences
of the militarisation of the conflict for the Nigerian government and the civilian
population, Christian and Muslim. About the Editor: Marc-Antoine Perouse de
Montclos is a Doctor in Political Science and a Professor at the French Institute
of Geopolitics in the University of Paris 8. A specialist on armed conflicts in Africa
south of the Sahara, he graduated from the Institut d'etudes politiques de Paris
(IEP), where he teaches, and is a researcher at the Institut de recherche pour le
developpement (IRD). He lived for several years in Nigeria, South Africa and
Kenya. He has published some eighty articles and books, including Le Nigeria
(1994), Violence et securite urbaines (1997), L'aide humanitaire, aide a la
guerre? (2001), Villes et violences en Afrique subsaharienne (2002), Diaspora et
terrorisme (2003), Guerres d'aujourd'hui (2007), Etats faibles et securite privee
en Afrique noire (2008), Les humanitaires dans la guerre (2013), and La tragedie
malienne (2013). Reviews For scholars, government officials, journalists, and
civic actors, this book expands our understanding of this enigmatic jihadist
movement, its genesis, evolution, and political implications. In light of the global
significance of militant Islam, the book is indispensable for students of Nigeria,
Africa, Muslim societies, and armed conflicts.-Richard Joseph, John Evans
Professor of International History and Politics, Northwestern University This
collection of essays on Boko Haram is much the best yet-well informed, coolly
competent. With the insurgency still evolving, we really need this guide to its
early days.-Murray Last, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, University College
of London This valuable collection assembles notable experts who analyze the
messages and behavior of Boko Haram. The collection also provides nuanced
treatments of actors involved in the conflict, including the Nigerian state and
Nigerian Christians.-Alex Thurston, Visiting Assistant Professor, African Studies
Program, Georgetown University
In the first volume in the Critical Global Citizenship Education series, Torres
combines theoretical and empirical research to present an original perspective on
global citizenship education as a vitally important way of learning in a globalized
world. In examining the requirements for effective global citizenship education
and education reform, he investigates pathways to citizenship-building at the
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local, national and global levels and urges development of teaching methods,
teacher education, and curriculum within a social justice education framework.
Taking into account post-colonial perspectives, political realities at play, and
practical implications, Torres provides a succinct but comprehensive
understanding of how global citizenship education can expand the concept of
civic education in a global society and interrupt inequality. This volume considers
the ways that global citizenship education has been incorporated and is used by
international institutions, governments, and the academy, and provides a clear
framework for anyone struggling to make sense of the tensions and complexities
of global citizenship education today.
This book explores how the unique historical development of Islamic Shari’a
criminal law alongside English common law in northern Nigeria has created a
hybridised criminal legal system through a pluralist dynamic of mutual
accommodation. It studies how this system may potentially be accommodated by
the International Criminal Court. The work examines how this could be
accommodated through the current understanding and operation of
complementarity, and that it could ultimately prove to be preferable in
encouraging the Shari’a courts to exercise criminal justice over the radical
insurgents in northern Nigeria. These courts would have the unprecedented
ability to combine binding adjudicative judgments together with religious
interpretation and guidance, which can directly combat the predominantly
unchallenged domain of ideology by extremist actors. It is submitted that these
pluralist perspectives are timely and welcome, given the undeniably Western
European foundations of modern International Criminal Law. In exploring such
potential avenues, our shared understanding of modern international criminal
justice is widened to necessarily include other stakeholders beyond its Western
founders. It is the aim and hope that such interactions and engagements with nonWestern traditions and cultures will lead to a greater shared ownership of the
international criminal justice project, which will only strengthen the global fight
against impunity. The book will be essential reading for academics, researchers
and policy-makers working in the areas of International Criminal Law, Legal
Pluralism, Islamic Shari’a Law, Nigeria, and religiously-inspired violence.
In 1996 President Nelson Mandela described Professor Ali A. Mazrui
(1933-2014) as "an outstanding educationist and freedom fighter." In 2002 the
former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan referred to Professor Mazrui as
"Africa's gift to the world." Author of more than 35 books and hundreds of articles,
Professor Mazrui was an African scholar who had treated with uncommon verve
and flair a wide-range of themes that included globalization, the triple heritage,
peace, and social justice. This volume engages with some of those themes that
excited his mind for over six decades. The multidisciplinary essays seek to
underline the highlights of Mazrui's intellectual journey and attest to the fact that
he was public intellectual par excellence. Indeed, in 2005, he was named one of
the top 100 public intellectuals in the world. This book is a product of a
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symposium held from 15 to 17 July 2016 in Nairobi, Kenya. The symposium was
jointly organized by the Twaweza Communications, Nairobi, Kenya, and the
Institute of Global Cultural Studies (State University of New York at Binghamton)
which Ali Mazrui created and presided over as the Albert Schweitzer Professor in
the Humanities from 1991 to 2014.
In this monograph counterterrorism expert James Forest assesses the threat
Boko Haram poses to Nigeria and U.S. national security interests. As Dr. Forest
notes, Boko Haram is largely a local phenomenon, though one with strategic
implications, and must be understood and addressed within its local context and
the long standing grievances that motivate terrorist activity. Dr. Forest deftly
explores Nigeria's ethnic fissures and the role of unequal distribution of power in
fueling terrorism. Indeed, these conditions, combined with the ready availability of
weapons, contribute to Nigeria's other security challenges including militancy in
the Niger Delta and organized crime around the economic center of the country,
Lagos.
Bachelor Thesis from the year 2016 in the subject Politics - International Politics Region: Africa, grade: 70.0, Obafemi Awolowo University, course: International
Relations, language: English, abstract: This study unravels the impact of Boko
Haram insurgency on Nigeria’s relations with its Neighbours. This study
analyses the nature and character of Nigeria’s neighbours and discovers that it
is most time responsible for a low profile in Nigeria’s foreign policy gesture
towards them. This phenomenon is not unconnected to their perception of
Nigeria as a hegemonic power in its neighbourhood given Nigeria demographic,
economic and military preponderance over them. This perception of Nigeria by its
neighbours has over the years contributed to their frosty relations notably; the
hostile gestures of Chad and Cameroon towards Nigeria, the security concern
that the internal crisis in Chad in the 1970s generated for Nigeria coupled with
the presence of French forces in N’Djamena at the eve of the Nigerian Civil War.
The study draws the attention to how Boko Haram insurgency further influences
Nigeria’s relations with its neighbours. The outreach of Boko Haram insurgency
beyond the boundary of Nigeria to include that of Nigeria’s neighbours has
worsened the existing frosty relations among them. This is true if one considers
the fact that the activities of the Boko Haram have gone beyond the north-eastern
part of Nigeria, with its violent attacks on the Nigerien soil compounding the
already existing economic crisis in Niger Republic, kidnapping of prominent
citizens of Cameroon and foreign nationals for ransom motive, its use of Chad as
a safe haven and notably, its thwarting of Nigeria’s influence in its
neighbourhood, Boko Haram insurgency has forced Nigeria to concentrate more
on its domestic issue. The study therefore, concludes by recommending to the
government to adopt policies that are expansive and inclusive to address the
crisis among which is the revamping of the socioeconomic condition and that
attention should be given to border management and administration.
Extremist groups rely upon women to gain strategic advantage, recruiting them
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as facilitators and martyrs while also benefiting from their subjugation. Yet U.S.
policymakers overlook the roles that women play in violent extremism--including
as perpetrators, mitigators, and victims--and rarely enlist their participation in
efforts to combat radicalization. This omission puts the United States at a
disadvantage in its efforts to prevent terrorism globally and within its borders.
Women fuel extremists' continued influence by advancing their ideology online
and by indoctrinating their families. New technology allows for more sophisticated
outreach, directly targeting messages to radicalize and recruit women. It also
provides a platform on which female extremists thrive by expanding their
recruitment reach and taking on greater operational roles in the virtual sphere.
The failure of counterterrorist efforts to understand the ways in which women
radicalize, support, and perpetrate violence cedes the benefit of their involvement
to extremist groups. Omitting women from terrorism prevention efforts also
forfeits their potential contributions as mitigators of extremism. Women are well
positioned to detect early signs of radicalization, because fundamentalists often
target women's rights first. As security officials, women provide insights and
information that can be mission critical in keeping the peace. And because of
their distinctive access and influence, women are crucial antiterrorism
messengers in schools, religious institutions, social environments, and local
government. Overlooking the contributions women can make to prevent
extremism renders the United States less secure. Many extremist groups
promote an ideology that classifies women as second-class citizens and offers
strategic and financial benefits through women's subjugation. Boko Haram, the
Islamic State, al-Qaeda, al-Shabab, and other groups use sexual violence to
terrorize populations into compliance, displace civilians from strategic areas,
enforce unit cohesion among fighters, and even generate revenue through
trafficking. Suppressing women's rights also allows extremists to control
reproduction and harness female labor. U.S. government policy and programs
continue to underestimate the important roles women can play as perpetrators,
mitigators, or targets of violent extremism. The Donald J. Trump administration
should take steps to help the United States and its allies respond effectively to
the security threat posed by violent extremism and advance U.S. peace and
stability.
This study first analyses an old and recurring form of instability in the region:
conflict over resources. Secondly, the study addresses terrorism, a relatively new
dimension of insecurity.
Boko Haram analyzes the activities and atrocities of Nigeria's Jihadi terrorist group,
Boko Haram, in the context of global religious fundamentalism and extremism. The
book traces the early beginnings of the religious sect, the conversion of its leader to
radical Islam in 2002, and the group's campaign of violence beginning in 2009 and
continuing to the present. The group's attacks against a variety of targets are examined
in detail as are their general tactics and strategies. The Nigerian government response
is also examined in order to provide critical lessons to counterterrorism planners, policy
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and government officials, and scholars. The initial military response was hampered by
capability and legislative constraints including a lack of arms and ammunition, a lack of
modern counterterrorism equipment, training gaps, leadership issues, intelligence gaps,
politicization of the conflict, and limited support to the Nigerian military by the
international community. Boko Haram looks at the work that has been done thus far,
and what work needs to continue, to make gains to combat, marginalize, and ultimately
defeat Boko Haram and resolve the conflict facing Nigeria. Key features: Outlines the
history of Boko Haram and its emergence in Nigeria Provides the latest developments
on fundamentalism in Nigeria, the growth of Boko Haram and the government response
Focuses on the attacks, attack methodology and targeting of Boko Haram, addressing
best-practice countermeasures Examines Boko Haram's ties to other Islamist groups
including ISIL/ISIS and others Details the importance for international cooperation in
responding to Boko Haram's activities and threats. About the Author: Dr. Ona Ekhomu,
CFE, CPP, CSP, PCI, CPOI was born in Irrua, Nigeria. He holds the PhD from
University of Pittsburgh. A policy analyst and security expert, Ekhomu is Chairman
Trans-World Security Systems Ltd. and Chairman School of Management and Security
(Lagos, Nigeria). President of Trans-World Security Systems Inc. of Chicago, Illinois,
USA, Ekhomu is also a lecturer in the Sociology Department of the University of Lagos,
Nigeria. He is President of the Association of Industrial Security and Safety Operators
of Nigeria; Africa Representative of the International Foundation for Protection Officers;
and former Regional Vice-President (West and Central Africa) of ASIS International.
Ekhomu is author of Kidnap: Face to Face with Death (2014) and Effective Personal &
Corporate Security (2009).
The spectre of Boko Haram and its activities in Nigeria dominates both media and
academic analysis of Islam in the region. But, as Alexander Thurston argues here,
beyond the sensational headlines this group generates, the dynamics of Muslim life in
northern Nigeria remain poorly understood. Drawing on interviews with leading Salafis
in Nigeria as well as on a rereading of the history of the global Salafi movement, this
volume explores how a canon of classical and contemporary texts defines Salafism.
Examining how these texts are interpreted and - crucially - who it is that has the
authority to do so, Thurston offers a systematic analysis of curricula taught in Saudi
Arabia and how they shape religious scholars' approach to religion and education once
they return to Africa. Essential for scholars of religion and politics, this unique text
explores how the canon of Salafism has been used and refined, from Nigeria's return to
democracy to the jihadist movement Boko Haram.
"'What is involved, when we say what people are doing and why they are doing it? An
answer to that question is the subject of this book.'"--Mr. Burke, as quoted on the cover.
This volume examines the rationale, effectiveness and consequences of counter
terrorism practices from a range of perspectives and cases. The book critically
interrogates contemporary counter-terrorism powers from military campaigns and
repression through to the prosecution of terrorist suspects, counter-terrorism policing,
counter-radicalisation programmes, and the proscription of terrorist organisations.
Drawing on a range of timely and important case studies from around the world
including the UK, Sri Lanka, Spain, Canada, Australia and the USA, its chapters
explore the impacts of counter-terrorism on individuals, communities, and political
processes. The book focuses on three questions of vital importance to any assessment
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of counter-terrorism. First, what do counter-terrorism strategies seek to achieve?
Second, what are the consequences of different counter-terrorism campaigns, and how
are these measured? And, third, how and why do changes to counter-terrorism occur?
This volume will be of much interest to students of counter-terrorism, critical terrorism
studies, criminology, security studies and IR in general.
This book explores the disturbing dimensions of the problem of insecurity in Nigeria,
such as herdsmen violence, the Boko Haram insurgency, cybercrime, militancy in the
Niger Delta, communal conflict and violence, as well as police corruption. It offers a
comprehensive discussion of the theoretical foundations of internal security, the threats
to internal security, the role of formal and informal agencies in internal security
management and the challenges of internal security management.
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