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Whether in the home or in the public arenas of media, work, sports, politics, art or religion,
women often become embroiled as subjects in the political, social, and cultural debates in
America. People on all areas of the political landscape see women in diverse and conflicting
ways—as either too liberated or not liberated enough, or whether and how gender and sexual
roles are rooted in either biology or culture. Battleground: Women, Gender, and Sexuality
helps readers navigate contemporary issues and debates pertaining to women's lives in the
United States and globally. This work examines how science and culture intertwine to influence
how we think about our identities, desires, relationships, and societal roles today. Battleground:
Women, Gender, and Sexuality comprises lengthy, in-depth discussions of the most timely
issues that are debated in today's culture, such as, birth control, comparable worth, disability
and gender, glass ceiling, immigration, plastic surgery, tattooing, and piercing, same-sex
marriage, and sexual assault and sexual harrassment Each essay provides a balanced
overview of these hot-button topics, and a list of works for Further Reading after each entry
serves as a stepping-stone to more in-depth material for students who are writing papers or
researching reports.
The Fourth Edition of the Disability Studies Reader breaks new ground by emphasizing the
global, transgender, homonational, and posthuman conceptions of disability. Including physical
disabilities, but exploring issues around pain, mental disability, and invisible disabilities, this
edition explores more varieties of bodily and mental experience. New histories of the legal,
social, and cultural give a broader picture of disability than ever before. Now available for the
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first time in eBook format 978-0-203-07788-7.
This book addresses the evident but unexplored intertwining of visibility and invisibility in the
discourses around syphilis. A rethinking of the disease with reference to its ambiguous status,
and the ways of seeing that it generated, helps reconsider the network of socio-cultural and
political interrelations which were negotiated through syphilis, thereby also raising larger
questions about its function in the construction of individual, national and imperial identities.
This book is the first large-scale interdisciplinary study of syphilis in late Victorian Britain whose
significance lies in its unprecedented attention to the multimedia and multi-discursive
evocations of syphilis. An examination of the heterogeneous sources that it offers, many of
which have up to this point escaped critical attention, makes it possible to reveal the complex
and poly-ideological reasons for the activation of syphilis imagery and its symbolic function in
late Victorian culture.
Ugliness or unsightliness is much more than a quality or property of an individual’s
appearance—it has long functioned as a social category that demarcates access to social,
cultural, and political spaces and capital. The editors of and authors in this collection harness
intersectional and interdisciplinary approaches in order to examine ugliness as a political
category that is deployed to uphold established notions of worth and entitlement. On the
Politics of Ugliness identifies and challenges the harmful effects that labels and feelings of
ugliness have on individuals and the socio-political order. It explores ugliness in relation to the
intersectional processes of racialization, colonization and settler colonialism, gender-making,
ableism, heteronormativity, and fatphobia. On the Politics of Ugliness asks that we fight against
visual injustice and imagine new ways of seeing.
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The body is a rich object for aesthetic inquiry. We aesthetically assess both our own bodies
and those of others, and our felt bodily experiences—as we eat, have sex, and engage in other
everyday activities—have aesthetic qualities. The body, whether depicted or actively
performing, features centrally in aesthetic experiences of visual art, theatre, dance and sports.
Body aesthetics can be a source of delight for both the subject and the object of the gaze. But
aesthetic consideration of bodies also raises acute ethical questions: the body is deeply
intertwined with one's identity and sense of self, and aesthetic assessment of bodies can
perpetuate oppression based on race, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, size, and
disability. Artistic and media representations shape how we see and engage with bodies, with
consequences both personal and political. This volume contains sixteen original essays by
contributors in philosophy, sociology, dance, disability theory, critical race studies, feminist
theory, medicine, and law. Contributors take on bodily beauty, sexual attractiveness, the role of
images in power relations, the distinct aesthetics of disabled bodies, the construction of
national identity, the creation of compassion through bodily presence, the role of bodily style in
moral comportment, and the somatic aesthetics of racialized police violence.
How the act of looking at our own and others' bodies is informed by the techniques,
expectations, and strategies of body modification. If the gaze can be understood to mark the
disjuncture between how we see ourselves and how we want to be seen by others, the
cosmetic gaze—in Bernadette Wegenstein's groundbreaking formulation—is one through which
the act of looking at our bodies and those of others is already informed by the techniques,
expectations, and strategies (often surgical) of bodily modification. It is, Wegenstein says, also
a moralizing gaze, a way of looking at bodies as awaiting both physical and spiritual
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improvement. In The Cosmetic Gaze, Wegenstein charts this synthesis of outer and inner
transformation. Wegenstein shows how the cosmetic gaze underlies the “rebirth” celebrated in
today's makeover culture and how it builds upon a body concept that has collapsed into its
mediality. In today's beauty discourse—on reality TV and Web sites that collect “bad plastic
surgery”—we yearn to experience a bettered self that has been reborn from its own flesh and is
now itself, like a digitally remastered character in a classic Hollywood movie, immortal.
Wegenstein traces the cosmetic gaze from eighteenth-century ideas about physiognomy
through television makeover shows and facial-recognition software to cinema—which, like our
other screens, never ceases to show us our bodies as they could be, drawing life from the very
cosmetic gaze it transmits.
An estimated one billion people around the globe live with a disability; this number grows
exponentially when family members, friends, and care providers are included. Various
countries and international organizations have attempted to guard against discrimination and
secure basic human rights for those whose lives are affected by disability. Yet despite such
attempts many disabled persons in the United States and throughout the world still face
exclusion from full citizenship and membership in their respective societies. They are regularly
denied employment, housing, health care, access to buildings, and the right to move freely in
public spaces. At base, such discrimination reflects a tacit yet pervasive assumption that
disabled persons do not belong in society. Civil Disabilities challenges such norms and
practices, urging a reconceptualization of disability and citizenship to secure a rightful place for
disabled persons in society. Essays from leading scholars in a diversity of fields offer critical
perspectives on current citizenship studies, which still largely assume an ableist world. Placing
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historians in conversation with anthropologists, sociologists with literary critics, and
musicologists with political scientists, this interdisciplinary volume presents a compelling case
for reimagining citizenship that is more consistent, inclusive, and just, in both theory and
practice. By placing disability front and center in academic and civic discourse, Civil Disabilities
tests the very notion of citizenship and transforms our understanding of disability and
belonging. Contributors: Emily Abel, Douglas C. Baynton, Susan Burch, Allison C. Carey, Faye
Ginsburg, Nancy J. Hirschmann, Hannah Joyner, Catherine Kudlick, Beth Linker, Alex Lubet,
Rayna Rapp, Susan Schweik, Tobin Siebers, Lorella Terzi.
Disability Studies and Spanish Culture is the first book to apply the tenets of Disability Studies
to the Spanish context. In particular, this work is an important corrective to existing cultural
studies of disability in Spain that tend to largely ignore intellectual disabilities. Taking on the
representation of Down syndrome, autism, alexia/agnosia as well as childhood disability, its
chapters combine close readings of a number of Spanish cultural products (films, novels, the
comic/graphic novel and the public exhibition) with a broader socio-cultural take on the state of
disability in Spain. Fraser is just as comfortable with the work of disability theorists who
advocate a social model of disability (such as Lennard J. Davis, Licia Carlson, Eva Feder
Kittay, David T. Mitchell, Sharon L. Snyder and more) as he is with the analysis of film and
literature in the Spanish context. While researchers and students of cinema will be particularly
interested in the book's detailed analyses of the formal aspects of the films, comics, and novels
discussed, readers from backgrounds in history, political science and sociology will all be able
to appreciate discussions of contemporary legislation, advocacy groups, cultural perceptions,
models of social integration and more. The book is directed, also, toward those readers more
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familiar with the growing field of Disability Studies itself--making the argument that the specific
case of Spanish culture and society speaks to shifts in the social attitudes and theoretical
understandings of disability more broadly considered.
Explores the rich but hidden role that disability plays in modern art and in aesthetic judgments
This book provides original grounds for integrating the bodily, somatic senses into our
understanding of how we make and engage with visual art. Rosalyn Driscoll, a visual artist who
spent years making tactile, haptic sculpture, shows how touch can deepen what we know
through seeing, and even serve as a genuine alternative to sight. Driscoll explores the basic
elements of the somatic senses, investigating the differences between touch and sight, the
reciprocal nature of touch, and the centrality of motion and emotion. Awareness of the somatic
senses offers rich aesthetic and perceptual possibilities for art making and appreciation, which
will be of use for students of fine art, museum studies, art history and sensory studies.
Alphabetically arranged entries discuss forms of body modification or adornment found
throughout history and around the world, including background information and the theoretical,
social, ethical, and legal issues surrounding each practice.
Harnessing the energy of provocative theories generated by recent understandings of the
human body, the natural world, and the material world, Material Feminisms presents an
entirely new way for feminists to conceive of the question of materiality. In lively and timely
essays, an international group of feminist thinkers challenges the assumptions and norms that
have previously defined studies about the body. These wide-ranging essays grapple with
topics such as the material reality of race, the significance of sexual difference, the impact of
disability experience, and the complex interaction between nature and culture in traumatic
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events such as Hurricane Katrina. By insisting on the importance of materiality, this volume
breaks new ground in philosophy, feminist theory, cultural studies, science studies, and other
fields where the body and nature collide.
Establishes the body's undeniable presence and strangeness as the material out of which
human beings are made
The Body AestheticFrom Fine Art to Body ModificationUniversity of Michigan Press
Focusing on Faulkner, Morrison and Coetzee as authors, critics and Nobel Prize-winning
intellectuals, this book explores shifting representations of disability in 20th and 21st century
literature and proposes new ways of reading their works in relation to one another, whilst
highlighting the ethical, aesthetic and imaginative challenges they pose.
Current philosophies of art remain sadly dominated by visions of its end and lamentations of
decline. Defining the very notions of art and the aesthetic as special products of Western
modernity, they suggest that postmodern challenges to traditional high culture pose a
devastating danger to art's future. Richard Shusterman's new book cuts through the seductive
confusions of these views by tracing the earthy roots of aesthetic experience and showing how
the recent flourishing of aesthetic forms outside modernity's sacralized realm of fine art evince
the persistent presence of an artistic impulse far deeper and more durable than the modernist
moment. Performing Live defends the abiding power of aesthetic experience by exploring its
diverse roles, methods, and meanings, especially in fields marginal to traditional aesthetics but
now most vibrantly alive in today's culture and new media. Ranging from rap, techno, and
country music to cinema, cyberspace and urban design, Shusterman develops his radical
theory of "somaesthetics," charting the complex network of bodily arts so prominent in
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contemporary life and self-styling. By blending concrete aesthetic analysis with insightful social
critique, Shusterman, a well-known pragmatist philosopher, provides a rich menu and critical
guide for today's pursuit of the art of living.
The late Tobin Siebers was a pioneer of, and one of the most prominent thinkers in, the field of
disability studies. His scholarship on sexual and intimate affiliations, the connections between
structural location and coalitional politics, and the creative arts has shaped disability studies
and continues to be widely cited. Sex, Identity, Aesthetics: The Work of Tobin Siebers and
Disability Studies uses Siebers’ work as a launchpad for thinking about contemporary
disability studies. The editors provide an overview of Siebers’ research to show how it has
contributed to humanistic understandings of ability and disability along three key axes: sex,
identity, and aesthetics. The first section of the book explores how disability provides a way for
scholars to theorize a wider range of intimacies and relationalities, arguing that disabled people
seek sexual access and revolution in ways that transgress heteronormative dictates on sexual
propriety. The second part of the book works outward from Siebers’ work to looks at how
disability broadens our concepts of social location and political affiliations. The final section
examines how disability challenges traditional notions of artistic beauty and agency. Rather
than being a strictly commemorative collection meant to mark the end of a major scholar’s
career, this collection shows how Siebers’ foundational work in disability studies remains
central to and continues to inspire scholars in the field today.
Disability, Space, Architecture: A Reader takes a groundbreaking approach to exploring the
interconnections between disability, architecture and cities. The contributions come from
architecture, geography, anthropology, health studies, English language and literature, rhetoric
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and composition, art history, disability studies and disability arts and cover personal, theoretical
and innovative ideas and work. Richer approaches to disability – beyond regulation and design
guidance – remain fragmented and difficult to find for architectural and built environment
students, educators and professionals. By bringing together in one place some seminal texts
and projects, as well as newly commissioned writings, readers can engage with disability in
unexpected and exciting ways that can vibrantly inform their understandings of architecture
and urban design. Most crucially, Disability, Space, Architecture: A Reader opens up not just
disability but also ability – dis/ability – as a means of refusing the normalisation of only
particular kinds of bodies in the design of built space. It reveals how our everyday social
attitudes and practices about people, objects and spaces can be better understood through the
lens of disability, and it suggests how thinking differently about dis/ability can enable innovative
and new kinds of critical and creative architectural and urban design education and practice.

The body is a rich object for aesthetic inquiry. We aesthetically assess both our own
bodies and those of others, and our felt bodily experiences--as we eat, have sex, and
engage in other everyday activities--have aesthetic qualities. The body, whether
depicted or actively performing, features centrally in aesthetic experiences of visual art,
theatre, dance and sports. Body aesthetics can be a source of delight for both the
subject and the object of the gaze. But aesthetic consideration of bodies also raises
acute ethical questions: the body is deeply intertwined with one's identity and sense of
self, and aesthetic assessment of bodies can perpetuate oppression based on race,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, size, and disability. Artistic and media
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representations shape how we see and engage with bodies, with consequences both
personal and political. This volume contains sixteen original essays by contributors in
philosophy, sociology, dance, disability theory, critical race studies, feminist theory,
medicine, and law. Contributors take on bodily beauty, sexual attractiveness, the role of
images in power relations, the distinct aesthetics of disabled bodies, the construction of
national identity, the creation of compassion through bodily presence, the role of bodily
style in moral comportment, and the somatic aesthetics of racialized police violence.
This groundbreaking piece of work establishes a “position of embodiment” as an
ethically salient epistemological and empirical strategy for understanding, representing,
and experiencing gendered embodiment and marked flesh. Developing an embodied,
feminist critique of the sociology of the body, the author integrates this position with
some of the most recent developments in qualitative methodologies and creative
research practices in order to engage with, and represent, women’s experiences of
body-marking. As such, the specific body practices which are addressed, “body
modification” and “self-injury,” are refigured in the context of a feminist, embodied
position. This position of embodiment not only establishes a holistic, non-dualistic
orientation from which to experience and explore gendered embodiment and bodymarking practices, but in doing so, also highlights the limitations of normative dualistic,
disembodied theories and methods which objectify and distance the very experiences
they purport to explain. Overall, this exploration is a provoking, moving and often
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uncomfortable journey into the imperatives of gendered embodiment, abject
corporeality, blood and pain, and the practices which mark the body and evoke and
transform the gendered, embodied self. This is a courageous, beautifully written,
evocative, and thought provoking book that takes the reader on an intimate journey into
the misunderstood world of body marking practices. As part of the journey, Inckle
provides a range of insights into the fluid, ambiguous, and complex forms of
embodiment experienced by women over time. The reflexive stance she adopts
throughout enables the reader to chart her emerging awareness of methodological
dilemmas and the inherent tensions she experiences in trying to resolve them in
relation to feminist ethical positions. As part of this process, she challenges the norms
of knowledge production and dissolves the disciplinary boundaries that frame much of
the current debate on embodiment and body marking practices. Inckle 's findings offer a
powerful critique of dominant research perspectives that focus on the body and she
makes a strong case for the development of a feminist-embodied-sociology in the
future. As such, this book will be of immense interest to sociologists and psychologists
with an interest in the body and the dynamics of embodiment as well as to scholars
seeking to develop their understanding of key methodological issues. Professor Andrew
C. Sparkes PhD Exeter University This book is based on one of the best
methodological approaches I have come across. Supported by materials from a wide
variety of disciplines, it is reflexively argued, and Dr Inckle charts new grounds in her
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trajectory from feminist methodologies to creative sociology, searching for new ways of
producing knowledge and radically broadening the sociological research agenda to
include ‘stories that come out of the body’. I particularly like the way Dr Inckle
develops feminist research methodologies, critiquing participatory approaches as often
difficult to implement, and the fearless, yet highly problematic, positioning of the
‘researching I’ at the centre of the research process. Dr Ronit Lentin, Department of
Sociology Trinity College Dublin
"Professor Davidson---an accomplished literary critic---offers a focused and balanced
analysis of poetry, film, and the arts honed with his excellent knowledge of the latest
advances in disability studies. He is brilliant at reading texts in a sophisticated and
aesthetically pleasurable way, making Concerto for the Left Hand one of the smartest
books to date in disability studies." ---Lennard Davis, University of Illinois, Chicago
"Moving elegantly among social theorists and cultural texts, Davidson exemplifies and
propels an ethical-aesthetic model for criticism. Davidson asks continuously and with a
committed intensity 'where a disability ends and the social order begins' . . . this book
brings the study of poetry and poetics into the twenty-first century." ---Rachel Blau
DuPlessis, Temple University Concerto for the Left Hand is at the cutting edge of the
expanding field of disability studies, offering a wide range of essays that investigate the
impact of disability across various art forms---including literature, performance,
photography, and film. Rather than simply focusing on the ways in which disabled
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persons are portrayed, Michael Davidson explores how the experience of disability
shapes the work of artists and why disability serves as a vital lens through which to
interpret modern culture. Covering an eclectic range of topics---from the phantom
missing limb in film noir to the poetry of American Sign Language---this collection
delivers a unique and engaging assessment of the interplay between disability and
aesthetics. Written in a fluid, accessible style, Concerto for the Left Hand will appeal to
both specialists and general audiences. With its interdisciplinary approach, this book
should appeal not only to scholars of disability studies but to all those working in
minority art, deaf studies, visual culture, and modernism. Michael Davidson is Professor
of American Literature at the University of California, San Diego. His other books
include Guys Like Us: Citing Masculinity in Cold War Poetics and Ghostlier
Demarcations: Modern Poetry and the Material World.
This second edition of Cultural Theory provides a concise introduction to cultural theory,
placing major figures, traditional concepts, and contemporary themes within a sharp
conceptual framework. Provides a student-friendly introduction to what can often be a
complex field of study Updates the first edition in response to reader feedback and to
the changing nature of the field Includes additional coverage of theorists from the
classical period to include Nietzsche and DuBois Introduces entirely new chapters on
race and gender theory, and the body Considers themes that have become more
important in theoretical activity in recent years such as computers and virtual reality,
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cosmopolitanism, and performance theory Draws on theories and theorists from
continental Europe as well as the English-speaking world
The book entitled “Aesthetics of Fine Arts” is written by Dr. Madhur Lata Bhatnagar.
Learned Madam, Padama vibhushan Dr. Kapila Vatsayayan has been considerate to
the write her precious comments on the book. In the area of arts Architecture,
Sculpture, Painting, Poetry and Music are considered to be Fine Arts. In this book
common traits of beauty and inherent relation among the arts is pondered over – such
as Beauty, Completeness, Rhythm, Balance, Organization, Uniqueness, Divinity etc. –
The traits of beauty laid within the arts are discussed upon. ‘Aesthetics’, inspite being
part of Philosophy is different from it and other subjects is clarified. The attributes of the
artists and the art-lovers are verily discussed upon. Importance of presentation of the
arts in suitable atmosphere is told to be supporting for better aesthetic experience. The
comparative study of the thoughts of Western and Indian philosophers are also
mentioned to ascertain the scope of the subject ‘Aesthetics’. What is aesthetic
experience — the levels of concern are also described. Some suggestions are also
given to utilize the arts for social welfare. In this age of technology arts are also affected
in technique and presentation. This aspect is also dealt with social and cultural concern.
The subject of ‘Aesthetics’ is centre of attraction in Academics all over and popular
among the general readers also. I hope this book will be liked by E-book readers at
large. The book entitled “Aesthetics of Indian Music” is written by Dr. Madhur Lata
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Bhatnagar. This book deals with traits of beauty in Indian Music as enshrined in the
scriptures. Nad, Shruti, Swar, Gram, Moorchchhana, Raga, Tal etc. terms have been
discussed with aesthetic approach. The adornment of singing and instrument playing
using Gamak(s), Sthaya(s), etc. have been discussed with the angle – as used or to be
used in present day music. The rules underlying the compositions are also discussed
upon. Various types of compositions which are prevalent today are minutely focused
upon to enhance their beauty. The use of good lyrics in the making of compositions has
been stressed upon. Traits of artistes, accompanists are also described. Attributes and
attitude of the music listeners are also told important to enjoy music better. Aesthetic
experience through music and its spiritual aspect is also mentioned importantly. Some
suggestions are also given to use music for social messages. In view of modern
technology the preservation of music in Audio/Video recordings is also told significant
for true and fine development of music deeply and widely. This book is referable in
music departments of higher education, so is useful for teachers and scholars as well.
Let us revive the true sense of fine arts: enchantment! In the conceptualised,
commercialised, artificial approach to fine arts, we forgot its authentic experiential
sense. It lies at the imaginative heart of all arts there to be retrieved by the creative
recipient as the very 'truth of it all'.
How did the concept of the avant-garde come into existence? How did it impact on the
performing arts? How did the avant-garde challenge the artistic establishment and
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avoid the pull of commercial theatre, gallery and concert-hall circuits? How did
performance artists respond to new technological developments? Placing key figures
and performances in their historical, social and aesthetic context, Günter Berghaus
offers an accessible introduction to post-war avant-garde performance. Written in a
clear, engaging style, and supported by text boxes and illustrations throughout, this
volume explains the complex ideas behind avant-garde art and evocatively brings to life
the work of some of its most influential performance artists. Covering hot topics such as
multi-media and body art performances, this text is essential reading for students of
theatre studies and performance.
The Oxford Handbook of Shakespeare and Embodiment brings together 42 of the most
important scholars and writing on the subject today. Extending the purview of feminist
criticism, it offers an intersectional paradigm for considering representations of gender
in the context of race, ethnicity, sexuality, disability, and religion. In addition to
sophisticated textual analysis drawing on the methods of historicism, psychoanalysis,
queer theory, and posthumanism, a team of international experts discuss
Shakespeare's life, contemporary editing practices, and performance of his plays on
stage, on screen, and in the classroom. This theoretically sophisticated yet elegantly
written Handbook includes an editor's Introduction that provides a comprehensive
overview of current debates.
In recent years, body studies has expanded rapidly, becoming an increasingly popular
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field of study within anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies. This groundbreaking
textbook takes the topics and theories from these disciplines, and combines them into
one single, easily accessible text for students. Body Studies is a comprehensive
textbook on the social and cultural uses and meanings of the body, for use in
undergraduate college courses. Its clear, accessible chapters explore, among other
things: the measurement and classification of the human body illness and healing the
racialized body the gendered body cultural perceptions of beauty new bodily
technologies. This book investigates how power plays an important role in the uses,
views, and shapes of the body—as well as how the body is invested with meaning. Body
Studies provides a wealth of pedagogic features for ease of teaching and learning:
ethnographic case studies, boxes covering contemporary controversies, news stories,
and legislative issues, as well as chapter summaries, further reading recommendations,
and key terms. This book will appeal to students and teachers of sociology,
anthropology, cultural studies, women’s studies, gender studies, and ethnic studies.

In 1846, Edgar Allen Poe wrote that 'the death of a beautiful woman is,
unquestionably, the most poetic topic in the world'. The conjuction of death, art
and femininity forms a rich and disturbing strata of Western culture, explored
here in fascinating detail by Elisabeth Bronfen. Her examples range from Carmen
to Little Nell, from Wuthering Heights to Vertigo, from Snow White to
Frankenstein. The text is richly illustrated throughout with thirty-seven paintings
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and photographs.
Since the mainstreaming of horror in the 1970s, journalists have warned against
the dangers of increasingly explicit forms of violent entertainment. Xavier Aldana
Reyes takes a very different stance in Body Gothic by celebrating the
transgressive qualities of visceral texts. He considers relevant popular literary
and filmic movements of the past three decades and reads them as updates in a
long Gothic tradition that goes back to the eighteenth century. The book contains
case studies of key texts in splatterpunk, body horror, the new avant-pulp, the
slaughterhouse novel, torture porn and surgical horror.
Winner of the TaPRA New Career Research in Theatre/Performance Prize 2016
This is the first scholarly book to focus exclusively on theatre and learning
disability as theatre, rather than advocacy or therapy. Hargrave provocatively
realigns the - hitherto unvoiced - assumptions that underpin such practice and
proposes that learning disabled artists have earned the right to full critical review.
This book provides a comprehensive examination of the human face, providing
fascinating information from biological, cultural, and social perspectives. • A
complete bibliography of sources and index of subjects • Includes 100 images,
numerous sidebars, and interesting "pop-out" quotes related to the face
This is the first book of its kind to feature interdisciplinary art history and disability
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studies scholarship. Art historians have traditionally written about images of
figures with impairments and artworks by disabled artists, without integrating
disability studies scholarship, while many disability studies scholars discuss
works of art, but do not necessarily incorporate art historical research and
methodology. The chapters in this volume emphasize a shift away from the
medical model of disability that is often scrutinized in art history by considering
the social model and representations of disabled figures from a range of styles
and periods, mostly from the twentieth century. Topics addressed include visible
versus invisible impairments; scientific, anthropological, and vernacular images of
disability; and the theories and implications of looking/staring versus gazing.
They also explore ways in which art responds to, envisions, and at times
stereotypes and pathologizes disability. The insights offered in this book
contextualize understanding of disability historically, as well as in terms of
medicine, literature, and visual culture.
Body Style reveals the subcultural body as a site for understanding subcultural
identity, resistance, agency, and fashion. Analyzed, theorized, politicized, and
sensationalized, the subcultural body functions as a framework where individuals
build a sense of self and subcultural identity. Drawing on specific subcultural
examples and interviews with members, Body Style explores the subcultural
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body and its style within global culture. Body Style is the result of over twelve
years of research examining these intersections within specific urban
subcultures, including Urban Tribals, Modern Primitives, Punks, Cybers,
Industrials, Skaters, and others. Divided into three main sections on subcultural
body history, subcultural body identity and subcultural body styles, this book will
be of particular interest to students of dress and fashion as well as those coming
to subculture from sociology and cultural studies.
Our bodies are not fixed. They expand and contract with variations in diet,
exercise, and illness. They also alter as we age, changing over time to be
markedly different at the end of our lives from what they were at birth. In a similar
way, our attitudes to bodies, and especially posture—how people hold
themselves, how they move—are fluid. We interpret stance and gait as healthy or
ill, able or disabled, elegant or slovenly, beautiful or ugly. In Stand Up Straight!,
Sander L. Gilman probes these shifting concepts of posture to explore how
society’s response to our bodies’ appearance can illuminate how society views
who we are and what we are able to do. The first comprehensive history of the
upright body at rest and in movement, Stand Up Straight! stretches from
Neanderthals to modern humans to show how we have used our understanding
of posture to define who we are—and who we are not. Gilman traverses theology
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and anthropology, medicine and politics, discarded ideas of race and the most
modern ideas of disability, theories of dance and concepts of national identity in
his quest to set straight the meaning of bearing. Fully illustrated with an array of
striking images from medical, historical, and cultural sources, Stand Up Straight!
interweaves our developing knowledge of anatomy and a cultural history of
posture to provide a highly original account of our changing attitudes toward stiff
spines, square shoulders, and flat tummies through time.
Essays that explore early Christian texts and the broader world in which they
were written This volume of twelve essays celebrates the contributions of
classicist Judith Perkins to the study of early Christianity. Drawing on Perkins's
insights related to apocryphal texts, representations of pain and suffering, and
the creation of meaning, contributors explore the function of Christian narratives
that depict pain and suffering, the motivations of the early Christians who
composed these stories, and their continuing value to contemporary people.
Contributors also examine how narratives work to create meaning in a religious
context. These contributions address these issues from a variety of angles
through a wide range of texts. Features: Introductions to and treatments of
several largely unknown early Christian texts Essays by ten women and two men
influenced or mentored by Judith Perkins Essays on the Deuterocanon, the New
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Testament, and early Christian relics
An introduction to Japan's burgeoning beauty culture, which investigates a range
of phenomenon - aesthetic salons, dieting products, male beauty activities, and
beauty language - to find out why Japanese women and men are paying so much
attention to their bodies. It aims to challenge various assumptions about the
naturalness of beauty standards.
Cognitive Disability Aesthetics explores the invisibility of cognitive disability in theoretical,
historical, social, and cultural contexts. Benjamin Fraser's cutting edge research and analysis
signals a second-wave in disability studies that prioritizes cognition. Fraser expands upon
previous research into physical disability representations and focuses on those disabilities that
tend to be least visible in society (autism, Down syndrome, Alzheimer's disease,
schizophrenia). Moving beyond established literary approaches analyzing prose
representations of disability, the book explores how iconic and indexical modes of signification
operate in visual texts. Taking on cognitive disability representations in a range of visual media
(painting, cinema, and graphic novels), Fraser showcases the value of returning to impairment
discourse. Cognitive Disability Aesthetics successfully reconfigures disability studies in the
humanities and exposes the chasm that exists between Anglophone disability studies and
disability studies in the Hispanic world.
It is to Greek critical thinking about seeing that we owe our conceptual framework for theorizing
the senses, and it is also to such thinking that we owe the lasting legacy of Greco-Roman
imagery. Sight and the Ancient Senses is the first thorough introduction to the
Page 22/25

Download File PDF Body Aesthetic From Fine Art To Body Modification
conceptualization of sight in the history, visual culture, literature and philosophy of classical
antiquity. Examining how the Greeks and Romans interpreted what they saw, the collection
also considers sight in relation to the other senses. This volume brings together a number of
interdisciplinary perspectives to deliver a broad and balanced coverage of this subject.
Contributors explore the cultural, social and intellectual backdrops that gave rise to ancient
theories of seeing, from Archaic Greece through to the advent of Christianity in late antiquity.
This series of specially commissioned thematic chapters demonstrate how theories about sight
informed Graeco-Roman philosophy, science, poetry rhetoric and art. The collection also
reaches beyond its Graeco-Roman visual framework, showcasing how ancient ideas have
influenced the longue durée of western sensory thinking. Richly illustrated throughout,
including a section of color plates, Sight and the Ancient Senses is a wide-ranging introduction
to ancient theories of seeing which will be an invaluable resource for students and scholars of
classical antiquity.
Rethinking Normalcy introduces the growing field of disability studies to an undergraduate
audience in a variety of disciplines and programs based in the social sciences, humanities, and
health sciences. The authors articulate the depth and breadth of this newly emerging field of
study and provide a vibrant foretaste of the kind of work disability studies scholars and activists
do to provocatively question the power of normalcy. Strongly interdisciplinary, this volume
draws upon many different social and cultural approaches to the study of disability, and
essentially addresses disability as a social and political issue. The chapters in this book
exemplify ways of questioning our collective relations to normalcy, as such relations affect the
lives of both disabled and currently non-disabled people. Over sixty per cent of this book
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features the work of disability studies scholars located in Canada.
This book focuses on liminal bodies and their delicate transaction with themselves and other
people’s bodies. More specifically, it explores the spatiality and discourses of the body dying;
the body opened in surgery, or through MRIs, CATs, and sometimes in autopsies; the body
preserved through computerized images such as those created by the Visual Human Project;
the metonymic body that continues to live in another body through organ replacement; and the
bodily parts cast in silver, and then abandoned in a museum. This study also analyzes the
discourses of the contemporary body commissioned by the vast industry of mass-media. This
type of body has started to direct itself toward frugal, almost furtive pleasures;
consequently—unlike those seriously affected by illnesses—a body constantly guarded by fear
eventually runs on empty, becomes a corps-déjà-vu, and thus moves toward different types of
minimal and liminal topology. The primary works examined include memoirs (Marjorie
Williams’s “Hit by Lightning: A Cancer Memoir,” Arthur W. Frank’s At the Will of the Body:
Reflections on Illness, Audre Lorde’s The Cancer Journals), films (Alejandro Amenábar’s The
Sea Inside, Akira Kurosawa’s Ikiru, Pedro Almodóvar’s All about My Mother), stories (Marisa
Silver’s “Night Train to Frankfurt”), visual artworks (as accomplished by Jo Spence, David
Wojnarowicz, Félix Gonzales-Torres, and Natalie Horne) and plays (Bryony Lavery’s Last
Easter, Paula Vogel’s Baltimore Waltz, William Hoffman’s As Is), which are read
comparatively, namely as works positioned at the intersection between literature/visual art and
social diaries. This book has become part of the collections of the world’s leading universities:
Harvard, Princeton, Columbia, the Library of Congress, and more.
Rethinking Aesthetics is the first book to bring together prominent voices in the fields of
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architecture, philosophy, aesthetics, and cognitive sciences to radically rethink the relationship
between body and design. These essays argue that aesthetic experiences can be nurtured at
any moment in everyday life, thanks to recent discoveries by researchers in neuroscience,
phenomenology, somatics, and analytic philosophy of the mind, who have made the
correlations between aesthetic cognition, the human body, and everyday life much clearer. The
essays, by Yuriko Saito, Juhani Pallasmaa, and Richard Shusterman, among others, range
from an integrated mind-body approach to chair design, to Zen Buddhist notions of
mindfulness, to theoretical accounts of existential relationships with buildings, to present a full
spectrum of possible inquiries. By placing the body in the center of design, Rethinking
Aesthetics opens new directions for rethinking the limits of both essentialism and skepticism.
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