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History
The Plague - Medicine in the Middle Ages - Living conditions.
The worst pandemic in recorded history, it is estimated that the Black Death infected two in
three Europeans, resulting in the deaths of around 25 million, or a third of the population of the
continent. Author Don Nardo explores the complex moral, economic, and scientific implications
of the Black Death. Chapters facilitate critical conversations from diverse perspectives to
provide a broad understanding of the plague, including the origin of the disease, the hysteria
and panic that consumed entire populations, the effects to the economy and culture of the
areas affected, and recurrences of plague in later ages.
Describes the 1347-1351 outbreak of plague in Europe, known as the Black Death, which
killed one out of three people and changed the course of European history.
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a world-renowned
scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth century rural English
village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers as they lived - and died - during
the Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly places the reader directly into those
tumultuous years and describes in fascinating detail the day-to-day existence of people
struggling with the tragic effects of the plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries
must have experienced and thought about the momentous events - and how they tried to make
sense of it all.
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most
devastating period of death and destruction in European history. The epidemic killed one-third
of Europe's people over a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic
upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of recorded history. Synthesizing the records of
contemporary chroniclers and the work of later historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically
acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly
and comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event that
hastened the disintegration of an age.
Death in Medieval Europe: Death Scripted and Death Choreographed explores new cultural
research into death and funeral practices in medieval Europe and demonstrates the important
relationship between death and the world of the living in the Middle Ages. Across ten chapters,
the articles in this volume survey the cultural effects of death. This volume explores
overarching topics such as burials, commemorations, revenants, mourning practices and
funerals, capital punishment, suspiscious death, and death registrations using case studies
from across Europe including England, Iceland, and Spain. Together these chapters discuss
how death was ritualised and choreographed, but also how it was expressed in writing
throughout various documentary sources including wills and death registries. In each instance,
records are analysed through a cultural framework to better understand the importance of the
authors of death and their audience. Drawing together and building upon the latest scholarship,
this book is essential reading for all students and academics of death in the medieval period.
The Black Death of 1348-9 is the most catastrophic event and worst pandemic in recorded
history. After the Black Death offers a major reinterpretation of its immediate impact and longer-
term consequences in England. After the Black Death reassesses the established scholarship
on the impact of plague on fourteenth-century England and draws upon original research into
primary sources to offer a major re-interpretation of the subject. It studies how the government
reacted to the crisis, and how communities adapted in its wake. It places the pandemic within
the wider context of extreme weather and epidemiological events, the institutional framework of
markets and serfdom, and the role of law in reducing risks and conditioning behaviour. The
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government's response to the Black Death is reconsidered in order to cast new light on the
Peasants' Revolt of 1381. By 1400, the effects of plague had resulted in major changes to the
structure of society and the economy, creating the pre-conditions for England's role in the Little
Divergence (whereby economic performance in parts of north western Europe began to move
decisively ahead of the rest of the continent). After the Black Death explores in detail how a
major pandemic transformed society, and, in doing so, elevates the third quarter of the
fourteenth century from a little-understood paradox to a critical period of profound and
irreversible change in English and global history.
Larson examines the changing relations between lords and peasants in post-
Black Death Durham. This was a time period of upheaval and change, part of the
transition from ‘medieval’ to ‘modern.’ Many historians have argued about the
nature of this change and its causes, often putting forth a single all-
encompassing model; Larson presses for the importance of individual choice and
action, resulting in a flexible, human framework that provides a more appropriate
explanation for the many paths followed in this period. The theoretical side is
balanced by an ‘on the ground’ examination of rural life in Durham-- an attempt
to capture the raw emotions and decisions of the period. No one has really
examined this; most studies are speculative, relying on theory or statistics, rather
than tracing the history of real people, both in the immediate aftermath of the
plague, and in the longer term. Durham is fortunate in that records survive in
abundance for this period; most other studies of rural society end at 1300 or
1348. As such, this book fills a major gap in medieval English history while at the
same time grappling with major theories of change for this transformative period.
Throughout the fourteenth century AD/eighth century H, waves of plague swept
out of Central Asia and decimated populations from China to Iceland. So
devastating was the Black Death across the Old World that some historians have
compared its effects to those of a nuclear holocaust. As countries began to
recover from the plague during the following century, sharp contrasts arose
between the East, where societies slumped into long-term economic and social
decline, and the West, where technological and social innovation set the stage
for Europe's dominance into the twentieth century. Why were there such opposite
outcomes from the same catastrophic event? In contrast to previous studies that
have looked to differences between Islam and Christianity for the solution to the
puzzle, this pioneering work proposes that a country's system of landholding
primarily determined how successfully it recovered from the calamity of the Black
Death. Stuart Borsch compares the specific cases of Egypt and England,
countries whose economies were based in agriculture and whose pre-plague
levels of total and agrarian gross domestic product were roughly equivalent.
Undertaking a thorough analysis of medieval economic data, he cogently
explains why Egypt's centralized and urban landholding system was unable to
adapt to massive depopulation, while England's localized and rural landholding
system had fully recovered by the year 1500.
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and
far-reaching consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread
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across the continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as
diverse as monastic manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which
measure growth rings in trees), historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a
bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an ecological reign of terror -- killing
one European in three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and rocking the
foundation of medieval society and civilization.
The arrival of the Black Death in England, which killed around a half of the
national population, marks the beginning of one of the most fascinating,
controversial and important periods of English social and economic history. This
collection of essays on English society and economy in the later Middle Ages
provides a worthy tribute to the pioneering work of John Hatcher in this field. With
contributions from many of the most eminent historians of the English economy in
the later Middle Ages, the volume includes discussions of population, agriculture,
the manor, village society, trade, and industry. The book's chapters offer original
reassessments of key topics such as the impact of the Black Death on population
and its effects on agricultural productivity and estate management. A number of
its studies open up new areas of research, including the demography of coastal
communities and the role of fairs in the late medieval economy, whilst others
explore the problems of evidence for mortality rates or for change within the
village community. Bringing together broad surveys of change and local case
studies based on detailed archival research, the book's chapters offer an
assessment of previous work in the field and suggest a number of new directions
for scholarship in this area.
Presents a translation of the poet's third version of the text
A fascinating account of the phenomenon known as the Black Death, this volume
offers a wealth of documentary material focused on the initial outbreak of the
plague that ravaged the world in the fourteenth century. A comprehensive
introduction that provides important background on the origins and spread of the
plague is followed by nearly 50 documents organized into topical sections that
focus on the origin and spread of the illness; the responses of medical
practitioners; the societal and economic impact; religious responses; the
flagellant movement and attacks on Jews provoked by the plague; and the artistic
response. Each chapter has an introduction that summarizes the issues explored
in the documents; headnotes to the documents provide additional background
material. The book contains documents from many countries — including Muslim
and Byzantine sources — to give students a variety of perspectives on this
devastating illness and its consequences. The volume also includes illustrations,
a chronology of the Black Death, questions to consider, a selected bibliography,
and an index.
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its
responses on a state, communal, and individual level.
The Jacquerie of 1358 is one of the most famous and mysterious peasant uprisings of
the Middle Ages. This book, the first extended study of the Jacquerie in over a century,
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resolves long-standing controversies about whether the revolt was just an irrational
explosion of peasant hatred or simply an extension of the Parisian revolt.
Examines the origins, spread, and effects of the bubonic plague in fourteenth-century
England and Europe, as well as the later discovery of its cause and cure.
A “marvelous history”* of medieval Europe, from the bubonic plague and the Papal
Schism to the Hundred Years’ War, by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Guns
of August *Lawrence Wright, author of The End of October, in The Wall Street Journal
The fourteenth century reflects two contradictory images: on the one hand, a glittering
age of crusades, cathedrals, and chivalry; on the other, a world plunged into chaos and
spiritual agony. In this revelatory work, Barbara W. Tuchman examines not only the
great rhythms of history but the grain and texture of domestic life: what childhood was
like; what marriage meant; how money, taxes, and war dominated the lives of serf,
noble, and clergy alike. Granting her subjects their loyalties, treacheries, and guilty
passions, Tuchman re-creates the lives of proud cardinals, university scholars, grocers
and clerks, saints and mystics, lawyers and mercenaries, and, dominating all, the
knight—in all his valor and “furious follies,” a “terrible worm in an iron cocoon.” Praise
for A Distant Mirror “Beautifully written, careful and thorough in its scholarship . . . What
Ms. Tuchman does superbly is to tell how it was. . . . No one has ever done this
better.”—The New York Review of Books “A beautiful, extraordinary book . . . Tuchman
at the top of her powers . . . She has done nothing finer.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Wise, witty, and wonderful . . . a great book, in a great historical
tradition.”—Commentary NOTE: This edition does not include color images.
The Bubonic Plague terrorized Europe and North Africa in the 14th century, killing
millions of people. Readers learn many fascinating facts about what became known as
the “Black Death.” They discover that the cause of the disease was unknown for most
of the epidemic, and many unlikely things were blamed, including bad smells and occult
rituals. Detailed sidebars and a comprehensive timeline augment the compelling text as
it examines how the disastrous events of the plague were exacerbated by people’s
ignorance of scientific facts.
Could a few fleas really change the world? In the early 1300s, the world was on the
brink of change. New trade routes in Europe and Asia brought people in contact with
different cultures and ideas, while war and rebellions threatened to disrupt the lives of
millions. Most people lived in crowded cities or as serfs tied to the lands of their
overlords. Conditions were filthy, as most people drank water from the same sources
they used for washing and for human waste. In the cramped and rat-infested streets of
medieval cities and villages, all it took were the bites of a few plague-infected fleas to
start a pandemic that killed roughly half the population of Europe and Asia. The bubonic
plague wiped out families, villages, even entire regions. Once the swollen, black
buboes appeared on victims' bodies, there was no way to save them. People died
within days. In the wake of such devastation, survivors had to reevaluate their social,
scientific, and religious beliefs, laying the groundwork for our modern world. The Black
Death outbreak is one of world history's pivotal moments.
In the mid-fourteenth century the Black Death ravaged Europe, leading to dramatic
population drop and social upheavals. Recurring plague outbreaks together with social
factors pushed Europe into a deep crisis that lasted for more than a century. The
plague and the crisis, and in particular their short-term and long-term consequences for
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society, have been the matter of continuous debate. Most of the research so far has
been based on the study of written sources, and the dominating perspective has been
the one of economic history. A different approach is presented here by using evidence
and techniques from archaeology and the natural sciences. Special focus is on
environmental and social changes in the wake of the Black Death. Pollen and tree-ring
data are used to gain new insights into farm abandonment and agricultural change, and
to point to the important environmental and ecological consequences of the crisis. The
archaeological record shows that the crisis was not only characterized by abandonment
and decline, but also how families and households survived by swiftly developing new
strategies during these uncertain times. Finally, stature and isotope studies are applied
to human skeletons from medieval churchyards to reveal changes in health and living
conditions during the crisis. The conclusions are put in wider perspective that highlights
the close relationship between society and the environment and the historical
importance of past epidemics.
" ... reconstructs these two great events in English history by means of extracts from
chronicles, sermons, court records, pamphlets, poems and other writings by men who
lived at this time ..."--Jacket.
The first extended study of the painting of Florence and Siena in the later 14th
century, this book presents a rich interweaving of considerations of
connoisseurship, style, iconography, cultural and social background, and
historical events.
Explore the history of the bubonic plague, from causes and effects to what made
this period of history so deadly.
The Black Death and the Peasants' RevoltHodder Wayland
How the people of a typical English village lived and died in the worst epidemic in
history
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It
wiped out one-third of Europe's population, taking millions of lives. The author
draws together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical research to
pierce the mist and tell the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate
narrative.
A vibrant city-state on the Adriatic sea, Dubrovnik, also known as Ragusa, was a
hub for the international trade between Europe and the Ottoman Empire. As a
result, the city suffered frequent outbreaks of plague. Through a comprehensive
analysis of these epidemics in Dubrovnik, Expelling the Plague explores the
increasingly sophisticated plague control regulations that were adopted by the
city and implemented by its health officials. In 1377, Dubrovnik became the first
city in the world to develop and implement quarantine legislation, and in 1390 it
established the earliest recorded permanent Health Office. The city’s
preoccupation with plague control and the powers granted to its Health Office led
to a rich archival record chronicling the city’s experience of plague, its attempts
to safeguard public health, and the social effects of its practices of quarantine,
prosecution, and punishment. These sources form the foundation of the authors'
analysis, in particular the manuscript Libro deli Signori Chazamorbi, 1500-30, a
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rare health record of the 1526-27 calamitous plague epidemic. Teeming with real
people across the spectrum, including gravediggers, laundresses, and plague
survivors, it contains the testimonies collected during trial proceedings conducted
by health officials against violators of public health regulations. Outlining the
contributions of Dubrovnik in conceiving and establishing early public health
measures in Europe, Expelling the Plague reveals how health concerns of the
past greatly resemble contemporary anxieties about battling epidemics such as
SARS, avian flu, and the Ebola virus.
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague
during the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth
of archival and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and
travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik
demonstrates how plague interacted with the environmental, social, and political
structures of the Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through the early
modern era. The book argues that the empire's growth transformed the
epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into
interaction and by intensifying the mobilities of exchange among both human and
non-human agents. Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited new forms of
cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new body of knowledge about
the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an
early modern state.
In this study, Samuel K. Cohn, Jr. investigates hundreds of descriptions of
epidemics reaching back before the fifth-century-BCE Plague of Athens to the
2014 Ebola outbreak to challenge the dominant hypothesis that epidemics
invariably provoke hatred, blaming of the 'other', and victimizing bearers of
epidemic diseases.
An exciting, fresh look at one of the most important questions of medieval
scholarship - the decline of serfdom and its implications.
Uses wills, coroners' rolls, and archaeological research to describe the homes,
furnishings, clothing, food, kinship bonds, home economy, and stages of life of
thirteenth-and fourteenth-century families
A Medieval Life offers a biography of one woman, a portrait of her world, and an
introduction to historical method. A Medieval Life offers a biography of one
woman, a portrait of her world, and an introduction to historical method. Written in
a clear and accessible style, it reworks a well-loved book to provide an entirely
new resource for students, teachers, and general readers. Like Cecilia Penifader,
most people in the Middle Ages were peasants, humble people living socially
below the knights, bishops, and kings who figure so large in history books. Judith
M. Bennett shows that peasants, too, made history. She explores how peasant
lives were closely entangled with the lives and interests of those more privileged,
looking at manors as well as villages; parishes, faith, and ritual practices; royal
taxes and justice; economy and trade; famine and disease. By moving out from

Page 6/7



Get Free Black Death And The Peasants Revolt Documentary History

Cecilia's perspective, the book explores the ties and tensions that bound all
medieval people—poor as well as rich—into a medieval society. The book also
provides a primer on the fact-finding and interpretative debates that are at the
heart of the historian's craft. Each chapter includes a new section on how
medievalists today are studying such topics as puberty, morals, courtship, and
climate change. The illustrations, taken from the famous Luttrell Psalter, provide
a coherent, rich, and interpretatively complex visual program. And the final
chapter explores some of the different ways in which historians, for better and for
worse, have understood medieval society.
This history of medieval village life is told through the experiences of Cecilia
Penifader, a peasant woman who lived on one English manor in the early
fourteenth century. This truly unique book offers a wealth of insight into medieval
peasant society, bringing many of the characteristics of a time and a people to
life. Short and readable, it is an ideal text for undergraduate teaching, suitable for
courses in Western civilization, medieval history, women's history, and English
history.
Praise for the first edition: "To give a sense of immediacy and vividness to the
long period in such a short space is a major achievement." —History "Huppert's
book is a little masterpiece every teacher should welcome." —Renaissance
Quarterly A work of genuine social history, ÂAfter the Black Death leads the
reader into the real villages and cities of European society. For this second
edition, George Huppert has added a new chapter on the incessant warfare of
the age and thoroughly updated the bibliographical essay.
Describes the social and economic conditions in medieval Europe at the outbreak
of the Black Death and the causes and effects of the epidemic.
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