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Written in the second Islamic century by al-Imam al-Shafi'i (d. 204AH/820AD), the
founder of one of the four Sunni schools of law, this important work gives the
fundamental principles of Islamic jurisprudence and its influence continues to the
present day. During the early years of the spread of Islam, the exponents of
Islamic legal doctrine were faced with the problems raised by ruling and
administering a diverse and rapidly growing empire. In Medina and Kufa, as well
as other cities of early Muslim rule, schools of law had to be developed, but it
took the genius of Muhammad b. Idris al-Shafi'i, born in the year 150AH/767AD,
to establish the principles by which the various legal doctrines could be
synthesised into a coherent system. In the Risala, which laid down the basis for
such a synthesis, al-Shafi'i established the overriding authority, next only to the
Qur'an, of the Sunna or example of the Prophet Muhammad as transmitted in the
traditions. Professor Majid Khadduri has done an admirable service in making
this valuable work available in English, His excellent translation uses not only the
original manuscripts of Ibn Jama'a and al-Rabi, found at Dar al-Kutub, the
National Library in Cairo, but also authoritative editions published earlier in this
century, namely the Bulaq and Shakir editions. In his introduction, Professor
Khadduri outlines the historical background of the Risala and gives a biography
of al-Imam al-Shafi'i as well as annotated, detailed summaries of the
composition, structure, substance and argument of the text. He also includes a
list of transmitters of traditions, a glossary of the most important Islamic legal
terms and a select bibliography. For this new edition, the index has been
expanded and a small corrigenda added.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Mustafa
Organization throughout the world in different languages with the aim of
conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world. Mustafa Organization
is a registered Organization that operates and is sustained through collaborative
efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and it welcomes your
involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to
spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of
Thought in particular due to the latter being misrepresented, misunderstood and
its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims.
Organization's purpose is to facilitate the dissemination of knowledge through a
global medium, the Internet, to locations where such resources are not commonly
or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought!
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Since the 1970s, movements aimed at giving Muslim women access to the
serious study of Islamic texts have emerged across the world. In this book,
Masooda Bano argues that the creative spirit that marked the rise and
consolidation of Islam, whereby Islam inspired serious intellectual engagement to
create optimal societal institutions, can be found within these education
movements. Drawing on rich ethnographic material from Pakistan, northern
Nigeria and Syria, Bano questions the restricted notion of agency associated with
these movements, exploring the educational networks which have attracted
educated, professional and culturally progressive Muslim women to textual study,
thus helping to reverse the most damaging legacy of colonial rule in Muslim
societies: the isolation of modern and Islamic knowledge. With its comparative
approach, this will appeal to those studying and researching the role of women
across Africa, the Middle East and South Asia, as well as the wider Muslim world.
Ranging from the early modern period to the present day, this edited collection
uses biography as a window into the history of the Arab-Islamic Middle East. The
contributors reinterpret the lives of the famous such as George Antonius and
Doria Shafiq and rediscover the lives of individuals previously consigned to the
margins of history, including the notorious individuals of 17th-century Syria and
the 20th-century Palestinian activist Kulthum Auda. The book also draws on the
biographical tradition of Arab historical writing, including biographical dictionaries,
for an understanding of the region s social and cultural history. Interdisciplinary in
scope and theoretically informed, this volume brings to light individual lives which
are essential to an understanding of Middle Eastern history.
This is translation of Poems book of imam Shafi'i
In Quest of Knowledge is the story of Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i’s
search for knowledge. The story revolves round a son whose sole mission in life
is to acquire knowledge, a teacher who lovingly accepts him, and a widow who
not only bears with the separation of her only son but also shares his passion for
knowledge. Their innate nobility, their ability to suffer for a common cause, their
intense love for the Prophet (s) and their infinite trust in Allah give them the
dimensions of epic heroes. The invaluable lesson which Imam al-Shafi‘i’s story
teaches, although it may not have been his main objective, is that Allah befriends
and watches over anyone who endeavours to acquire religious knowledge with
the intention of disseminating it.
Imam Muslim (Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj) was born in 202 AH in Naysabur (817/818CE) and
died in 261AH (874/875CE)also in Naysabur. He traveled widely to gather his collection
of ahadith (plural of hadith), in-cluding to Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Egypt. Out of
300,000 hadith which he evaluated, approximately 4,000 were extracted for inclusion
into his collection based on stringent acceptance criteria. Each report in his collection
was checked and the veracity of the chain of reporters was painstakingly established.
Sunni Muslims consider it the second most authentic hadith collection, after Sahih
Bukhari. However, it is im-portant to realize that Imam Muslim never claimed to collect
all authentic traditions as his goal was to col-lect only traditions that all Muslims should
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agree on about accuracy. It is complete book 2 and book 3 of sahih muslim to guide the
readers towards the path of sunnah
The Scribes of the Prophet
Stoning. Slavery. Honour Killings. Homosexuality. In the context of Islam, these topics
are frequently discussed but little understood. When debated, such emotive issues
often spark heated argument rather than reasoned deliberation. In this lucid and
carefully constructed collection of essays, feminist academic Dr Kecia Ali examines
classical Muslim texts and tries to evaluate whether a just system of sexual ethics is
possible within an Islamic framework. Seeking to avoid polemical argument, Ali inspects
key themes such as consent and control, which are crucial to any understanding of
either traditional Islamic sexual ethics or the possibilities for progressive transformation
in these ideals. Suitable for undergraduates and the interested reader alike, Sexual
Ethics and Islam is an essential tool for understanding modern Islam in today’s
increasingly sexualised world.
A remarkable research accomplishment. Ali leads us through three strands of early
Islamic jurisprudence with careful attention to the nuances and details of the
arguments.
This book offers a comprehensive reinterpretation of Sh?fi 's "Ris?la" and shows how
Sh?fi sought to formulate an all-embracing hermeneutic that portrays the law as a
tightly interlocking structure organized around defined interactions of the Qur n and the
Sunna.
Islamic Guide To Sexual Relations by Mufti Muhammad Ibn Adam al-Kawthari. 2010
edition. Fulfilment of sexual desire and needs are key in sustaining a harmonious
marital relationship. However, in todays society, sexual boundaries are being pushed
further and further, and often, sexual deviance is openly practised. In such
circumstances, there is a need to identify which sexual activities are permissible in
Shariah. Islamic Guide to Sexual Relations is a serious endeavour to tackle these
sensitive matters in a clear and concise manner. While being respectful and dignified in
the language he employs, the author does not shy away from discussing sensitive
issues. He records, in thorough detail, the guidance Islam provides regarding sexual
encounters with one spouse. The book covers a wide range of issues, and thus,
answers many frequently asked questions on the topic of sexual relations. It concludes
with a short chapter addressing Islamic etiquettes and practises pertaining to
newlyweds on their first night. I have found this work to be beneficial and highly
informative, and strongly recommend the study of this book to all prospective couples,
and indeed, to all couples. – Mufti Zubair Bayat, Director: Darul Ihsan centre, Durban,
South Africa I highly recommend this excellent, thorough book by Mufti Muhammad ibn
Adam on an important and sensitive topic that many “if not most Muslim couples are
woefully unaware of. – Shaykh Faraz Rabbani, Seekers Guidance. ”This guide
essentially aimed at Muslims reveals a surprisingly liberal view on sexuality considering
many of the rules and etiquettes for matrimonial relationship were established 1400
years ago. Modern psychosexual medicine has been a relatively young member of the
field of medicine and echoes much of the Islamic view contained in this book. Muslims
will no doubt be surprised by some of the legal rulings regarding intimate relationships
between the married couple which has in essence removed many cultural concretio
Islamic law never achieved unity but developed into five surviving schools, which, when
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first established, were in competition with one another. This scholarly book is the first to
examine critically the differing Islamic theories of abrogation (or Naskh) upon which
each school based its claim to be the correct interpretation.
Volume IV deals with the 'Middle Ages'. It starts with the expansion of Islam and closes
with the discovery of the New World. Various events during this period led to a
significant expansion in communications: the rapid spread of Islam and of Gengis
Khan's Mongol Empire, as well as the Crusades and the development of trans-Saharan
and maritime routes around Africa to the Indian Ocean, leading to multiplied exchanges
between the peoples and cultures of Africa, Asia and Europe.
"New Readings in Arabic Historiography contributes to research on Arabic texts of
history from late medieval Egypt and Syria. Departing from dominant understandings of
these texts through the prisms of authenticity and "literarization," it engages with
questions of textual constructedness and authorial agency. This edited volume consists
of 13 contributions by a new generation of scholars. Each of the volume's three parts
represents a different aspect of their new readings of particular texts. Part one looks at
concrete instances of textual interdependencies, part two at the creativity of authorial
agencies, and part three at the relationship between texts and social practice. New
Readings thus participates in the revaluation of late medieval Arabic historiography as a
critical field of inquiry. Contributors: Rasmus Bech Olsen, Víctor de Castro León,
Mohammad Gharaibeh, Kenneth A. Goudie, Christian Mauder, Evan Metzger, Zacharie
Mochtari de Pierrepont, Clément Onimus, Tarek Sabraa, Iria Santás de Arcos, Gowaart
Van Den Bossche, Koby Yosef"--
The Epistle on Legal Theory is the oldest surviving Arabic work on Islamic legal theory
and the foundational document of Islamic jurisprudence. Its author, Muhammad ibn
Idris al-Shafi?i (d. 204 H/820 AD), was the eponym of the Shafi?i school of legal
thought, one of the four rites in Sunni Islam. This fascinating work offers the first
systematic treatment in Arabic of key issues in Islamic legal thought. These include a
survey of the importance of Arabic as the language of revelation, principles of textual
interpretation to be applied to the Qur?an and prophetic Traditions, techniques for
harmonizing apparently contradictory precedents, legal epistemology, rules of
inference, and discussions of when legal interpretation is required. The author
illustrates his theoretical claims with numerous examples drawn from nearly all areas of
Islamic law, including ritual law, commercial law, tort law, and criminal law. The text
thus provides an important window into both Islamic law and legal thought in particular
and early Islamic intellectual history in general . This new translation by a leading
scholar of Shafi?i and his thought makes available in lucid, modern English one of the
earliest complete works on Islamic law—one that is centrally important for the formation
of Islamic legal thought and the Islamic legal tradition.
The ode al-Kawakib al-Durriyya fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyya ('Celestial Lights in Praise of
the Best of Creation') - more famously known as the 'qasidat al-burda' ('Ode of the
Prophetic Mantle') by the famed 13th century Mamluk satirical poet turned Sufi Sharaf
al-Din al-Busiri (d.695/1296) - is perhaps the most exceptional poem in Islamic history.
It inspired hundreds of commentaries, is translated into dozens of languages and is
held in extreme reverence by Muslims all over the world. One commentary that is
broad, lucid and early is that of the Damascene Shafi'ite jurist and social critic Abu
Shama (d.665/1268). Major portions of Section 3 which is the madih (eulogy) segment
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of that commentary is translated here for the first time with an extensive introduction to
the Burda, the lives of both author and commentator as well as additional notes to help
guide the reader. It is hoped this small work will add to the growing literature in English
on the emerging genre of 'Burda Studies'.
Biblical interpretation is not simply study of the Bible's meaning. Historically, it has also
served as a primary medium for cultural and religious exchange between the great
religious traditions of the West. Focusing on moments of signal interest in the history of
Jewish, Christian, and Islamic scriptural interpretation from the ancient, medieval, and
early modern periods, Jewish Biblical Interpretation and Cultural Exchange offers a
unique comparative perspective. Each of the essays treats its subject in relation to the
larger cultural context and to other contemporary interpretative traditions. Sources and
authors examined in the book include late biblical and early postbiblical compositions,
rabbinic legal and homiletical interpretation, Jerome and other early Christian exegetes,
Islamic exegesis in both the Qur'an and early Muslim tradition, medieval Jewish and
Christian exegetes, and biblical interpretation as evidenced in early modern illustrations
of biblical scenes. The histories of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic interpretation are
presented not merely as parallel but as deeply interrelated, not only as reacting and
polemicizing against each other but often as appropriating the tools and methods of
their rival traditions. Biblical exegesis thus emerges as a forum of active and intense
cultural exchange. The volume comes at a crucial time in the study of Jewish relations
with Christianity and Islam, and shows how deeply connected and intertwined these
three religious traditions truly are.
Islam has been one of the most powerful religious, social and political forces in history.
Over the last 1400 years, from origins in Arabia, a succession of Muslim polities and
later empires expanded to control territories and peoples that ultimately stretched from
southern France to East Africa and South East Asia. Yet many of the contributions of
Muslim thinkers, scientists and theologians, not to mention rulers, statesmen and
soldiers, have been occluded. This book rescues from oblivion and neglect some of
these personalities and institutions while offering the reader a new narrative of this lost
Islamic history. The Umayyads, Abbasids, and Ottomans feature in the story, as do
Muslim Spain, the savannah kingdoms of West Africa and the Mughal Empire, along
with the later European colonization of Muslim lands and the development of modern
nation-states in the Muslim world. Throughout, the impact of Islamic belief on scientific
advancement, social structures, and cultural development is given due prominence,
and the text is complemented by portraits of key personalities, inventions and little
known historical nuggets. The history of Islam and of the world's Muslims brings
together diverse peoples, geographies and states, all interwoven into one narrative that
begins with Muhammad and continues to this day.
Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i (767-820) was one of Islam's foundational legal thinkers.
Shafi'i considered law vital to social and cosmic order: the key obligation of each
Muslim was to obey God, and it was through knowing and following the law that human
beings fulfilled this duty. Drawing on the most recent scholarship on Shafi'i's work as
well as her own investigations into his life and writings, Kecia Ali explores Shafi'i's
innovative ideas about the nature of revelation and the necessary if subordinate role of
human reason in extrapolating legal rules from revealed texts. This study sketches his
life in his intellectual and social context, including his engagement with other early
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figures including Malik and Muhammad al-Shaybani. It explores the development and
refinement of his legal method and substantive teachings as well as their transmission
by his students. It also shows how he became the posthumous "patron saint" of a legal
school, who remains today a figure of popular interest and veneration as well as a
powerful symbol of orthodoxy.
Part 2 of Baran-e-Rahmat (Rain of Mercy) Seerat (Biography) of the Prophet of Islam
by Khawaja Shammsuddin Azeemi. It discusses the role of man in the Cosmic
Administration, the miracles performed by Seyedna Hazoor alaihis-salat was-sall
"Sayyed Ahmad Al-Rifai is among the best of the divinely devoted scholars, and the
great masters (sheikhs) in the Muslim nation (ummah), the nation of Muhammad, may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him. He is among those pure and believing souls,
for which Allah has written the general acceptance and complete approach, and whose
reputation exceeded its age and region unto the farthest temporal and spatial and
distances. It might be that no other sheikh or educating master after Abdul-Qadir Al-
Gilani has acquired this great admiration, and widespread acceptance, which master Al-
Rifai has acquired. His path is still alive, and is placed in the Arab countries as the
Jashtiya path is placed here in the Indian subcontinent, and its neighboring country".
(Sheikh Allamah Abu Al-Hassan Ali Al-Hassani Al-Nadawi)
An exploration of the impact of modernity on religious authority.
In most studies of British decolonisation, the world of labour is neglected, the key roles
being allocated to metropolitan statesmen and native elites. Instead this volume
focuses on the role played by working people, their experiences, initiatives and
organisations, in the dissolution of the British Empire, both in the metropole and in the
colonies. How central was the intervention of the metropolitan Left in the liquidation of
the British Empire? Were labour mobilisations in the colonies only stepping stones for
bourgeois nationalists? To what extent were British labour activists willing and able to
form connections with colonial workers, and vice versa? Here are some of the complex
questions on which this volume sheds new light. Though convergences were fragile
and temporary, this book recapture the sense of uncertainty that accompanied the final
decades of the British Empire, a period when radical minorities hoped that coordinated
efforts across borders might lead not only to the destruction of the British Empire but to
that of capitalism and imperialism in general. Exploiting rare primary sources and
adopting a resolutely transnational approach, our collection makes an original
contribution to both labour history and imperial studies.
Designed as a reference guide and a source of inspiration, this volume presents a clear
and elegant English translation of Imam al-Nawawi’s classic, together with the text of
every single prayer and invocation, both in Arabic letters and in romanisation. Also
included are all the author s statements about those Hadiths which he related
personally from his own teachers, and his guidance on the correct spelling and
meanings of rare words and names. Finally, al-Nawawi’s comments on the sources of
Hadiths are supplemented by further scholarly notes.
“In this book, I try to shed light on al-Shafi?i’s life experiences, especially those filled
with knowledge and work, in order to zoom-in on the scope of his life for the reader,
from the cradle to the grave. I begin with his birth, childhood and grandparents, and
then move on to his journey in the desert and his seeking of the secrets of the Arabic
language. I then move the scope to his language and poetry before moving into his
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journey throughout Madinah, Iraq, Yemen, and Egypt where he died. Furthermore, I
highlight his scholars, teachers and disciples, and refer to some of his views, and the
views of his contemporaries. A special focus is placed on his jurisprudence and school
of law and the testimonies of linguists and great scholars from different schools about
him.”
This biography of the saint and Iman Abdallah al-Haddad takes readers into the
fascinating world and spiritual life of 17th- and early 18th-century Yemen. The life of this
renown spiritual master?whose teachings and personal example continue to influence
lives around the world?is examined, from his early attraction to Sufi poetry and visit to
the tomb of the prophet Hud to his rise as a Sufi master, his Hajj journey to Mecca, and
his death. The biographical facts of al-Haddad's life are interspersed with 35 black and
white photographs and ruminations on his spiritual teachings, including his take on the
"nine stages of certainty," the five investitures of taqwa, the stages of gnosis, and
karamat and super natural events. Sufi practitioners, historians, and anthropologists will
come to a deeper understanding of this timeless and enduring tradition with this
fascinating record of a seminal Sufi master.
An inquiry of an explorer of the truth into the delicate yet essential question of: "Who is
best qualified to the claim of being a follower of Islam's Prophet in spirit and in
practice?"
Imam Shafi'iScholar and SaintSimon and Schuster
Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 H/855 AD), renowned for his profound knowledge of
hadith—the reports of the Prophet’s sayings and deeds—is a major figure in the history
of Islam. Ibn Hanbal was famous for living according to his own strict interpretation of
the Prophetic model and for denying himself even the most basic comforts in a city then
one of the wealthiest in the word, and despite belonging to a prominent family. His piety
and austerity made him a folk hero, especially after his principled resistance to the
attempts of two Abbasid caliphs to force him to accept rationalist doctrine. His
subsequent imprisonment and flogging became one of the most dramatic episodes of
medieval Islamic history. Ibn Hanbal’s resistance influenced the course of Islamic law,
the rise of Sunnism, and the legislative authority of the caliphate. tells the formidable life
tale of one of the most influential Muslims in history. Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal is a translation of the biography of Ibn Hanbal penned by the Baghdad
preacher, scholar, and storyteller Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H/1201 AD). Volume One
presents the first half of the text, offering insights into Ibn Hanbal’s childhood,
education, and adult life, including his religious doctrines, his dealings with other
scholars, and his personal habits. Set against the background of fierce debates over
the role of reason and the basis of legitimate government, Virtues of the Imam Ahmad
ibn Hanbal tells the formidable life tale of one of the most influential Muslims in history.
Ahmed El Shamsy's The Canonization of Islamic Law is a detailed history of the birth of
classical Islamic law. It shows how Islamic law and its institutions emerged out of the
canonization of the sacred sources of Quran and Sunna (prophetic practice) in the
eighth and ninth centuries CE. The book focuses on the ideas and influence of the jurist
al-Sh?fi?? (d. 820 CE), who inaugurated the process of canonization, and it paints a
rich picture of the intellectual engagements, political turbulence, and social changes
that formed the context of his and his followers' careers.
In Islamic Legal Thought: A Compendium of Muslim Jurists, twenty-three scholars each
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contribute a chapter containing the biography of a distinguished Muslim jurist and a
translated sample of his work. Jurists of the formative, classical and modern periods are
represented.
The Expeditions is one of the oldest biographies of the Prophet Muhammad to survive
into the modern era. Its primary author, Ma'mar ibn Rashid (714-770 AD/96-153 AH),
was a prominent scholar from Basra in southern Iraq who was revered for his learning
in prophetic traditions, Islamic law, and the interpretation of the Qur'an. This fascinating
foundational seminal work contains stories handed down by Ma'mar to his most
prominent pupil, 'Abd al-Razzaq of Sanaa, relating Muhammad’s early life and
prophetic career as well as the adventures and tribulations of his earliest followers
during their conquest of the Near East. Edited from a sole surviving manuscript, the
Arabic text offers numerous improved readings over those of previous editions,
including detailed notes on the text’s transmission and variants as found in later works.
This new translation, which renders the original into readable, modern English for the
first time, is accompanied by numerous annotations elucidating the cultural, religious
and historical contexts of the events and individuals described within its pages. The
Expeditions represents an important testimony to the earliest Muslims’ memory of the
lives of Muhammad and his companions, and is an indispensable text for gaining
insight into the historical biography of both the Prophet and the rise of the Islamic
empire.
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