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Nineteenth-century scientist David Starr Jordan built one of the most important fish specimen collections ever seen, until the 1906
San Francisco earthquake shattered his life's work.
This sequel to Carl Sagan's blockbuster continues the electrifying journey through space and time, connecting with worlds billions
of miles away and envisioning a future of science tempered with wisdom. Based on National Geographic's internationallyrenowned television series, this groundbreaking and visually stunning book explores how science and civilization grew up
together. From the emergence of life at deep-sea vents to solar-powered starships sailing through the galaxy, from the Big Bang to
the intricacies of intelligence in many life forms, acclaimed author Ann Druyan documents where humanity has been and where it
is going, using her unique gift of bringing complex scientific concepts to life. With evocative photographs and vivid illustrations, she
recounts momentous discoveries, from the Voyager missions in which she and her husband, Carl Sagan, participated to CassiniHuygens's recent insights into Saturn's moons. This breathtaking sequel to Sagan's masterpiece explains how we humans can
glean a new understanding of consciousness here on Earth and out in the cosmos--again reminding us that our planet is a pale
blue dot in an immense universe of possibility.
A prescient warning of a future we now inhabit, where fake news stories and Internet conspiracy theories play to a disaffected
American populace “A glorious book . . . A spirited defense of science . . . From the first page to the last, this book is a manifesto
for clear thought.”—Los Angeles Times How can we make intelligent decisions about our increasingly technology-driven lives if we
don’t understand the difference between the myths of pseudoscience and the testable hypotheses of science? Pulitzer Prizewinning author and distinguished astronomer Carl Sagan argues that scientific thinking is critical not only to the pursuit of truth but
to the very well-being of our democratic institutions. Casting a wide net through history and culture, Sagan examines and
authoritatively debunks such celebrated fallacies of the past as witchcraft, faith healing, demons, and UFOs. And yet, disturbingly,
in today's so-called information age, pseudoscience is burgeoning with stories of alien abduction, channeling past lives, and
communal hallucinations commanding growing attention and respect. As Sagan demonstrates with lucid eloquence, the siren song
of unreason is not just a cultural wrong turn but a dangerous plunge into darkness that threatens our most basic freedoms. Praise
for The Demon-Haunted World “Powerful . . . A stirring defense of informed rationality. . . Rich in surprising information and
beautiful writing.”—The Washington Post Book World “Compelling.”—USA Today “A clear vision of what good science means and
why it makes a difference. . . . A testimonial to the power of science and a warning of the dangers of unrestrained credulity.”—The
Sciences “Passionate.”—San Francisco Examiner-Chronicle
Named a Best Book of 2018 by the Financial Times and Fortune, this "thrilling" (Bill Gates) New York Times bestseller exposes
how a "modern Gatsby" swindled over $5 billion with the aid of Goldman Sachs in "the heist of the century" (Axios). Now a #1
international bestseller, BILLION DOLLAR WHALE is "an epic tale of white-collar crime on a global scale" (Publishers Weekly,
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starred review), revealing how a young social climber from Malaysia pulled off one of the biggest heists in history. In 2009, a
chubby, mild-mannered graduate of the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business named Jho Low set in motion a
fraud of unprecedented gall and magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great threat to the global financial system.
Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others, siphoned billions of dollars from an investment fund--right under
the nose of global financial industry watchdogs. Low used the money to finance elections, purchase luxury real estate, throw
champagne-drenched parties, and even to finance Hollywood films like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his yacht and
private jet reportedly seized by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in the United States, Low had become an
international fugitive, even as the U.S. Department of Justice continued its investigation. BILLION DOLLAR WHALE has joined the
ranks of Liar's Poker, Den of Thieves, and Bad Blood as a classic harrowing parable of hubris and greed in the financial world.
“Who can ask for better cosmic tour guides to the universe than Drs. Tyson and Goldsmith?” —Michio Kaku, author of Hyperspace
and Parallel Worlds Our true origins are not just human, or even terrestrial, but in fact cosmic. Drawing on recent scientific
breakthroughs and the current cross-pollination among geology, biology, astrophysics, and cosmology, ?Origins? explains the soulstirring leaps in our understanding of the cosmos. From the first image of a galaxy birth to Spirit Rover's exploration of Mars, to the
discovery of water on one of Jupiter's moons, coauthors Neil deGrasse Tyson and Donald Goldsmith conduct a galvanizing tour of
the cosmos with clarity and exuberance.
Thor Bjorgolfsson is a self-styled adventure capitalist with an addiction to debt and an insatiable appetite for business deals who
became Iceland's first billionaire. After 10 years establishing his financial empire with alco-pops and beer in the lawless 'Wild East'
of newly-capitalist Russia in the 1990s, he moved on to merging, floating, spinning off and privatising businesses from Finland to
Sweden, Poland, Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece and the Czech Republic. On his 40th birthday, and worth $3.5 billion, he was sitting on
top of the world; only 250 people in it were richer than him. His most spectacular triumph was the takeover of Iceland's secondlargest bank, Landsbanki - he had expected his investment's value to double or treble in four years, and instead it rose ten-fold.
But when financial meltdown hit Iceland in October 2008, Landsbanki crashed and burned, taking Bjorgolfsson with it. Within 12
months he had lost 3.3 billion euros - 98.5% of his wealth - and was treated as a scapegoat in his native country for supposedly
bringing about the disaster. Faced with appalling debts, Bjorgolfsson has made good on his promises to repay his creditors, and at
the age of 47 is now a billionaire once again.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A riveting, true-life legal thriller about the government’s pursuit of billionaire hedge fund
manager Steven Cohen and his employees at SAC Capital—a revelatory look at the power and wealth of Wall Street ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—The New York Times and The Economist • “An essential exposé of our times—a work that reveals
the deep rot in our financial system . . . Everyone should read this book.”—David Grann, author of Killers of the Flower Moon
Steven A. Cohen changed Wall Street. He and his fellow pioneers of the hedge fund industry didn’t lay railroads, build factories, or
invent new technologies. Rather, they made their billions through financial speculation, by placing bets in the market that turned
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out to be right more often than not. Cohen was revered as one of the greatest traders who ever lived. But that image was
shattered when his fund, SAC Capital, became the target of a seven-year government investigation. Prosecutors labeled SAC a
“magnet for market cheaters” whose culture encouraged the relentless pursuit of “edge”—and even “black edge,” which is inside
information—and the firm was ultimately indicted and pleaded guilty to charges related to a vast insider trading scheme. Cohen,
himself, however, was never charged. Black Edge raises urgent and troubling questions about those who sit at the pinnacle of high
finance and how they have reshaped the economy. Finalist for the New York Public Library’s Helen Bernstein Book Award for
Excellence in Journalism • Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction and the Financial Times and
McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award
How RFID, a ubiquitous but often invisible mobile technology, identifies tens of billions of objects as they move through the world.
RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) is ubiquitous but often invisible, a mobile technology used by more people more often than
any flashy smartphone app. RFID systems use radio waves to communicate identifying information, transmitting data from a tag
that carries data to a reader that accesses the data. RFID tags can be found in credit cards, passports, key fobs, car windshields,
subway passes, consumer electronics, tunnel walls, and even human and animal bodies—identifying tens of billions of objects as
they move through the world. In this book, Jordan Frith looks at RFID technology and its social impact, bringing into focus a
technology that was designed not to be noticed. RFID, with its ability to collect unique information about almost any material
object, has been hyped as the most important identification technology since the bar code, the linchpin of the Internet of
Things—and also seen (by some evangelical Christians) as a harbinger of the end times. Frith views RFID as an infrastructure of
identification that simultaneously functions as an infrastructure of communication. He uses RFID to examine such larger issues as
big data, privacy, and surveillance, giving specificity to debates about societal trends. Frith describes how RFID can monitor hand
washing in hospitals, change supply chain logistics, communicate wine vintages, and identify rescued pets. He offers an
accessible explanation of the technology, looks at privacy concerns, and pushes back against alarmist accounts that exaggerate
RFID's capabilities. The increasingly granular practices of identification enabled by RFID and other identification technologies,
Frith argues, have become essential to the working of contemporary networks, reshaping the ways we use information.
Rewriting the “origin stories” of the Anthropocene No geology is neutral, writes Kathryn Yusoff. Tracing the color line of the
Anthropocene, A Billion Black Anthropocenes or None examines how the grammar of geology is foundational to establishing the
extractive economies of subjective life and the earth under colonialism and slavery. Yusoff initiates a transdisciplinary conversation
between feminist black theory, geography, and the earth sciences, addressing the politics of the Anthropocene within the context
of race, materiality, deep time, and the afterlives of geology. Forerunners is a thought-in-process series of breakthrough digital
works. Written between fresh ideas and finished books, Forerunners draws on scholarly work initiated in notable blogs, social
media, conference plenaries, journal articles, and the synergy of academic exchange. This is gray literature publishing: where
intense thinking, change, and speculation take place in scholarship.
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“A definitive guide to astronomy’s hottest field.” —The Economist Since its formation nearly five billion years ago, our planet has
been the sole living world in a vast and silent universe. But over the past two decades, astronomers have discovered thousands of
“exoplanets,” including some that could be similar to our own world, and the pace of discovery is accelerating. In a fascinating
account of this unfolding revolution, Lee Billings draws on interviews with the world’s top experts in the search for life beyond
earth. He reveals how the search for exoplanets is not only a scientific challenge, but also a reflection of our culture’s timeless
hopes, dreams, and fears.
It’s Never Too Late to Top Your Personal Best. Both a riveting account of a life spent pulling off improbable triumphs and a report
back from the front of the global-energy and natural-resource wars, The First Billion Is the Hardest tells the story of the remarkable
late-life comeback that brought the famed oilman and maverick back from bankruptcy and clinical depression. Along the way, the
man often called the “Oracle of Oil” shares the insights that have made him a legend–and describes the billion-dollar bets he is
now making in hopes of securing America’s energy independence. “Sassy...breezes along...salted with earthy
aphorisms.”—Bloomberg Businessweek “Boone’s analysis of America’ s energy situation is 100 percent on the money....The
country should listen to him– now!” —Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway “Self-deprecating and
audacious...overall, it’s decidedly informative about the machinations of business.” –Dallas Morning News “A fascinating, eyeopening book by one of America’s greatest iconoclasts and entrepreneurs. Boone Pickens’ sense of daring and innovation has
never been sharper.”–Steve Forbes, president and CEO, Forbes Inc., and editor in chief of Forbes magazine
A practical work book to develop the life changing habits and rich mindset The book instigates a very powerful and practical
concept of Quality Time Mastery (QTM) in a very simple way to master the time, and ultimately help to master habits to personal
financial freedom and fulfillment in life. Quality Time Mastery is a well-built system of mastering time for the advantage of every
human being, irrespective of age, gender, nationality, educational qualification, and financial status. It works as a powerful tool to
make the life fulfilling and purposeful, consistently on daily basis to gain excellent health with full of energy and enthusiasm,
abundance in wealth to financial freedom, blissful happiness and satisfaction, and deep self-awareness. The system of QTM can
expand to the level of expectation, commitment, and determination of the end user or beneficiary based on his/her defined goals
and priorities in life. It is a set of 150 powerful quotes written with a mission to inspire people to have a fulfilling life with balanced
health, wealth, and satisfaction. Writing this book begins with an inspiring vision to create an excellent investment ecosystem of
the 21st century by driving the world to go beyond employment and money-making. Unlike any other book, it has to be applied in
life by writing daily journals about daily activities firstly with a clear focus of end result, secondly the reason for end result and
finally the action plans to the result. As it is a practical work book to develop the life changing habits and rich mindset, the user has
to follow the system daily at specific time for its better results. The journal has two parts which is to be worked on daily basis for
150 days. First part is to begin the day with Result-Reason-Action journal in specific area at a specific point of time, preferably at
early morning. Second part is to end the day just before sleep with 7 powerful self-questions and answers. The result of this
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journal exercise done regularly on 150 days can surely transform your life into higher level with an amazing outcome of deep selfawareness. This self-awareness is the fuel for your fulfillment in life, and that turns your present moment precious and priceless for
real success. The author likes to be known as "Valuepreneur Shafeeq" even though he has long experience in Entrepreneurship,
investment, and Academics. The author was once a Researcher in the School of Global Relations with Central University of
Punjab, India, after Masters in Public Administration from Aligarh Muslim University. He successfully passed the various stages in
the competitive examination for Indian Central Police Forces, conducted by the Union Public Service Commission of India, 2011.
He also joined the Master of Business Law Program in the National Law School of India University, Bangalore for pursuing his
interest in Business law. Now he is the Promoting Managing Director of Syfex India Pvt Ltd, a company incorporated in 2012
having few well-known brands like Yahya Medi-Travel, Syfex Institute of Medical Tourism & Language (SIMTAL), and MASCAT
HALL. Now it's all yours, evaluate and use it in ideal way to achieve all its benefits.
Through his own story of hardship and triumph, Chuck Whittall shares the principles he used to overcome obstacles that can derail
a business. In Perseverance: Broke to Billions, Whittall details what he’s learned—from making key decisions and raising capital, to
overcoming financial deficits and evaluating prospective opportunities.
Small towns are for small minds. I left for college and never looked back. Ensconced in my luxurious, and lucrative, vineyard, I
barely ever spare a thought for my old life. Until I got word that my self-declared 'godfather' had passed and put me in charge of
his estate. Now I've got to go back to the town where the cows outnumber the people to put his affairs in order. I expected to see
familiar faces, a little order, a lot worse for wear. What I didn't expect to see is the fresh-faced female who snuck into my bed, and
who's trying to sneak into my heart. But can I trust her, or is she after my bank account and not my affection? Warning: This is a
steamy romance story that includes adult content suitable for readers 18+ WORTH IT SERIES: Worth Billions Worth Every Cent
Worth More Than Money
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In the final book of his astonishing career, Carl Sagan brilliantly examines the burning
questions of our lives, our world, and the universe around us. These luminous, entertaining essays travel both the vastness of the
cosmos and the intimacy of the human mind, posing such fascinating questions as how did the universe originate and how will it
end, and how can we meld science and compassion to meet the challenges of the coming century? Here, too, is a rare, private
glimpse of Sagan’s thoughts about love, death, and God as he struggled with fatal disease. Ever forward-looking and vibrant with
the sparkle of his unquenchable curiosity, Billions & Billions is a testament to one of the great scientific minds of our day. Praise for
Billions & Billions “[Sagan’s] writing brims with optimism, clarity and compassion.”—Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel “Sagan used the
spotlight of his fame to illuminate the abyss into which stupidity, greed, and the lust for power may yet dump us. All of those
interests and causes are handsomely represented in Billions & Billions.”—The Washington Post Book World “Astronomer Carl
Sagan didn’t live to see the millennium, but he probably has done more than any other popular scientist to prepare us for its
arrival.”—Atlanta Journal & Constitution “Billions & Billions can be interpreted as the Silent Spring for the current generation. . . .
Page 5/13

Download Free Billions Billions Thoughts On Life D
Human history includes a number of leaders with great minds who gave us theories about our universe and origins that ran
contrary to religious dogma. Galileo determined that the Earth revolved around the Sun, not the other way around. Darwin
challenged Creationism with his Evolution of Species. And now, Sagan has given the world its latest challenge: Billions &
Billions.”—San Antonio Express-News “[Sagan’s] inspiration and boundless curiosity live on in the gift of his work.”—Seattle Times
& Post-Intelligencer “Couldn’t stay awake in your high school science classes? This book can help fill in the holes. Acclaimed
scientist Carl Sagan combines his logic and knowledge with wit and humor to make a potentially dry subject enjoyable to
read.”—The Dallas Morning News
This beautifully illustrated and joyful tribute celebrates famous friendships (both real and fictional) and proves that there is no
relationship more important than friendship. Our best friends are our soulmates. They understand us when no one else does, lift us
up, and bring out the best in us. It’s a relationship based on a bond that can’t always be described, but is always magical. Billions
of Besties shines a light on some of the most engaging, funny, inspiring, and sometimes unexpected sets of friends. In this
gorgeous and playfully illustrated volume, creators and besties Peggy and Susie highlight more than 100 besties, both real and
fictional, from all walks of life. From the comedic powerhouse of Amy Poehler and Tina Fey, to the unexpected camaraderie
between RGB and Antonin Scalia, the glamourous friendship between Anna Wintour and Roger Federer, or the fictional ride-or-die
bond between Thelma and Louise, this book is a timeless salute to friendship in all its forms. Uplifting and charming, Billions of
Besties celebrates the power and vitality of friendship—from bromances to work wives—reminding us that when we have each
other’s backs, we have the power to change the world.

“Offers a useful reminder of the role of modern science in fundamentally transforming all of our lives.” —President Barack
Obama (on Twitter) “An important book.” —Steven Pinker, The New York Times Book Review Now also a PBS
documentary series: the surprising story of how humans gained what amounts to an extra life, from the bestselling author
of How We Got to Now and Where Good Ideas Come From As a species we have doubled our life expectancy in just one
hundred years. All the advances of modern life—the medical breakthroughs, the public health institutions, the rising
standards of living—have given us each about twenty thousand extra days on average. There are few measures of human
progress more astonishing than our increased longevity. This book is Steven Johnson’s attempt to understand where
that progress came from. How many of those extra twenty thousand days came from vaccines, or the decrease in
famines, or seatbelts? What are the forces that now keep us alive longer? Behind each breakthrough lies an inspiring
story of cooperative innovation, of brilliant thinkers bolstered by strong systems of public support and collaborative
networks. But it is not enough simply to remind ourselves that progress is possible. How do we avoid decreases in life
expectancy as our public health systems face unprecedented challenges? What current technologies or interventions that
could reduce the impact of future crises are we somehow ignoring? A study in how meaningful change happens in
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society, Extra Life is an ode to the enduring power of common goals and public resources. The most fundamental
progress we have experienced over the past few centuries has not come from big corporations or start-ups. It has come,
instead, from activists struggling for reform; from university-based and publicly funded scientists sharing their findings
open-source-style; and from nonprofit agencies spreading new innovations around the world.
It's been ten years since Molly last set foot on her birth planet, and this isn't how she'd imagined her homecoming. The
sky is full of an invading fleet, one powerful enough to threaten the entire galaxy. The new family she has come to rely on
-- her crew of alien misfits and runaways -- are scattered in three directions. As they struggle to reunite, events beyond
their control seem to be driving more than just them apart: the universe itself may be torn asunder if the bond between
these unlikely heroes is broken.
“Sarah Stewart Johnson interweaves her own coming-of-age story as a planetary scientist with a vivid history of the
exploration of Mars in this celebration of human curiosity, passion, and perseverance.”—Alan Lightman, author of
Einstein’s Dreams WINNER OF THE PHI BETA KAPPA AWARD FOR SCIENCE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • Times (UK) • Library Journal “Lovely . . . Johnson’s
prose swirls with lyrical wonder, as varied and multihued as the apricot deserts, butterscotch skies and blue sunsets of
Mars.”—Anthony Doerr, The New York Times Book Review Mars was once similar to Earth, but today there are no rivers,
no lakes, no oceans. Coated in red dust, the terrain is bewilderingly empty. And yet multiple spacecraft are circling Mars,
sweeping over Terra Sabaea, Syrtis Major, the dunes of Elysium, and Mare Sirenum—on the brink, perhaps, of a
staggering find, one that would inspire humankind as much as any discovery in the history of modern science. In this
beautifully observed, deeply personal book, Georgetown scientist Sarah Stewart Johnson tells the story of how she and
other researchers have scoured Mars for signs of life, transforming the planet from a distant point of light into a world of
its own. Johnson’s fascination with Mars began as a child in Kentucky, turning over rocks with her father and looking at
planets in the night sky. She now conducts fieldwork in some of Earth’s most hostile environments, such as the Dry
Valleys of Antarctica and the salt flats of Western Australia, developing methods for detecting life on other worlds. Here,
with poetic precision, she interlaces her own personal journey—as a female scientist and a mother—with tales of other
seekers, from Percival Lowell, who was convinced that a utopian society existed on Mars, to Audouin Dollfus, who tried
to carry out astronomical observations from a stratospheric balloon. In the process, she shows how the story of Mars is
also a story about Earth: This other world has been our mirror, our foil, a telltale reflection of our own anxieties and
yearnings. Empathetic and evocative, The Sirens of Mars offers an unlikely natural history of a place where no human
has ever set foot, while providing a vivid portrait of our quest to defy our isolation in the cosmos.
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A penetrating, mesmerizing biography of a scientific icon, now in paperback "Absolutely fascinating . . . Davidson has
done a remarkable job."-Sir Arthur C. Clarke "Engaging . . . accessible, carefully documented . . . sophisticated."-Dr.
David Hollinger for The New York Times Book Review "Entertaining . . . Davidson treats [the] nuances of Sagan's
complex life with understanding and sympathy."-The Christian Science Monitor "Excellent . . . Davidson acts as a keen
critic to Sagan's works and their vast uncertainties."-Scientific American "A fascinating book about an extraordinary
man."-Johnny Carson "Davidson, an award-winning science writer, has written an absorbing portrait of this Pied Piper of
planetary science. Davidson thoroughly explores Sagan's science, wrestles with his politics, and plumbs his personal
passions with a telling instinct for the revealing underside of a life lived so publicly."-Los Angeles Times Carl Sagan was
one of the most celebrated scientists of this century-the handsome and alluring visionary who inspired a generation to
look to the heavens and beyond. His life was both an intellectual feast and an emotional rollercoaster. Based on
interviews with Sagan's family and friends, including his widow, Ann Druyan; his first wife, acclaimed scientist Lynn
Margulis; and his three sons, as well as exclusive access to many personal papers, this highly acclaimed life story offers
remarkable insight into one of the most influential, provocative, and beloved figures of our time-a complex, contradictory
prophet of the Space Age.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY * THE WASHINGTON
POST * THE ECONOMIST * NEW SCIENTIST * PUBLISHERS WEEKLY * THE GUARDIAN From one of the most
dynamic rising stars in astrophysics, an “engrossing, elegant” (The New York Times) look at five ways the universe
could end, and the mind-blowing lessons each scenario reveals about the most important concepts in cosmology. We
know the universe had a beginning. With the Big Bang, it expanded from a state of unimaginable density to an allencompassing cosmic fireball to a simmering fluid of matter and energy, laying down the seeds for everything from black
holes to one rocky planet orbiting a star near the edge of a spiral galaxy that happened to develop life as we know it. But
what happens to the universe at the end of the story? And what does it mean for us now? Dr. Katie Mack has been
contemplating these questions since she was a young student, when her astronomy professor informed her the universe
could end at any moment, in an instant. This revelation set her on the path toward theoretical astrophysics. Now, with
lively wit and humor, she takes us on a mind-bending tour through five of the cosmos’s possible finales: the Big Crunch,
Heat Death, the Big Rip, Vacuum Decay (the one that could happen at any moment!), and the Bounce. Guiding us
through cutting-edge science and major concepts in quantum mechanics, cosmology, string theory, and much more, The
End of Everything is a wildly fun, surprisingly upbeat ride to the farthest reaches of all that we know.
The spread of nuclear weapons to unstable third world countries such as Iraq means that despite the dramatic
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improvement in US/Soviet relations, we are living in a time of unprecedented danger of nuclear war. In 1990, there are
still enough nuclear weapons in the world to devastate every city 25 times over.
A counting book that leads readers through a day in the life of a construction worker building with bricks.
This book is a vision of biology set within the entire timescale of the universe. It is about the timing of life, from
microsecond movements to evolutionary changes over millions of years. Human consciousness is riveted to seconds, but
a split-second time delay in perception means that we are unaware of anything until it has already happened. We live in
the very recent past. Over longer timescales, this book examines the lifespans of the oldest organisms, prospects for
human life extension, the evolution of whales and turtles, and the explosive beginning of life four billion years ago. With
its poetry, social commentary, and humor, this book will appeal to everyone interested in the natural world.
What are these graceful visitors to our skies? We now know that they bring both life and death and teach us about our
origins. Comet begins with a breathtaking journey through space astride a comet. Pulitzer Prize-winning astronomer Carl
Sagan, author of Cosmos and Contact, and writer Ann Druyan explore the origin, nature, and future of comets, and the
exotic myths and portents attached to them. The authors show how comets have spurred some of the great discoveries
in the history of science and raise intriguing questions about these brilliant visitors from the interstellar dark. Were the
fates of the dinosaurs and the origins of humans tied to the wanderings of a comet? Are comets the building blocks from
which worlds are formed? Lavishly illustrated with photographs and specially commissioned full-color paintings, Comet is
an enthralling adventure, indispensable for anyone who has ever gazed up at the heavens and wondered why. Praise for
Comet "Simply the best." —The Times of London "Fascinating, evocative, inspiring." —The Washington Post "Comet
humanizes science. A beautiful, interesting book." —United Press International "Masterful . . . science, poetry, and
imagination." —The Atlanta Journal & Constitution
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and astronomer Carl Sagan imagines the greatest adventure of all—the discovery of an
advanced civilization in the depths of space. In December of 1999, a multinational team journeys out to the stars, to the
most awesome encounter in human history. Who—or what—is out there? In Cosmos, Carl Sagan explained the universe.
In Contact, he predicts its future—and our own.
A fascinating book on the joys of discovering how the world works, by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Cosmos and
Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors. “Magnificent . . . Delightful . . . A masterpiece. A message of tremendous hope for
humanity . . . While ever conscious that human folly can terminate man’s march into the future, Sagan nonetheless
paints for us a mind-boggling future: intelligent robots, the discovery of extraterrestrial life and its consequences, and
above all the challenge and pursuit of the mystery of the universe.”—Chicago Tribune “Go out and buy this book,
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because Carl Sagan is not only one of the world’s most respected scientists, he’s a great writer. . . . I can give a book
no greater accolade than to say I’m planning on reading it again. And again. And again.”—The Miami Herald “The
brilliant astronomer . . . is persuasive, provocative and readable.”—United Press International “Closely reasoned,
impeccably researched, gently humorous, utterly devastating.”—The Washington Post
An essential guide to recognizing bogus numbers and misleading data Numbers are often intimidating, confusing, and
even deliberately deceptive—especially when they are really big. The media loves to report on millions, billions, and
trillions, but frequently makes basic mistakes or presents such numbers in misleading ways. And misunderstanding
numbers can have serious consequences, since they can deceive us in many of our most important decisions, including
how to vote, what to buy, and whether to make a financial investment. In this short, accessible, enlightening, and
entertaining book, Brian Kernighan teaches anyone—even diehard math-phobes—how to demystify the numbers that
assault us every day. Giving you the simple tools you need to avoid being fooled by dubious numbers, Millions, Billions,
Zillions is an essential survival guide for a world drowning in big—and often bad—data.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “Exciting and provocative . . . A tour de force of a book that begs to be seen as well as to be
read.”—The Washington Post Book World World renowned scientist Carl Sagan and acclaimed author Ann Druyan have
written a Roots for the human species, a lucid and riveting account of how humans got to be the way we are. Shadows of
Forgotten Ancestors is a thrilling saga that starts with the origin of the Earth. It shows with humor and drama that many of
our key traits—self-awareness, technology, family ties, submission to authority, hatred for those a little different from
ourselves, reason, and ethics—are rooted in the deep past, and illuminated by our kinship with other animals. Sagan and
Druyan conduct a breathtaking journey through space and time, zeroing in on critical turning points in evolutionary
history, and tracing the origins of sex, altruism, violence, rape, and dominance. Their book culminates in a stunningly
original examination of the connection between primate and human traits. Astonishing in its scope, brilliant in its insights,
and an absolutely compelling read, Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors is a triumph of popular science.
By one of Britain's most gifted scientists: a magnificently daring and compulsively readable account of life on Earth (from
the "big bang" to the advent of man), based entirely on the most original of all sources--the evidence of fossils. With
excitement and driving intelligence, Richard Fortey guides us from the barren globe spinning in space, through the very
earliest signs of life in the sulphurous hot springs and volcanic vents of the young planet, the appearance of cells, the
slow creation of an atmosphere and the evolution of myriad forms of plants and animals that could then be sustained,
including the magnificent era of the dinosaurs, and on to the last moment before the debut of Homo sapiens. Ranging
across multiple scientific disciplines, explicating in wonderfully clear and refreshing prose their findings and
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arguments--about the origins of life, the causes of species extinctions and the first appearance of man--Fortey weaves
this history out of the most delicate traceries left in rock, stone and earth. He also explains how, on each aspect of nature
and life, scientists have reached the understanding we have today, who made the key discoveries, who their opponents
were and why certain ideas won. Brimful of wit, fascinating personal experience and high scholarship, this book may well
be our best introduction yet to the complex history of life on Earth. A Book-of-the-Month Club Main Selection With 32
pages of photographs
Looks at the impact of past meteor strikes, assesses the current dangers, and shows how such collisions have affected
the other planets
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A captivating exploration of deep time and humanity's search for purpose, from the
world-renowned physicist and best-selling author of The Elegant Universe. "Few humans share Greene’s mastery of
both the latest cosmological science and English prose." —The New York Times Until the End of Time is Brian Greene's
breathtaking new exploration of the cosmos and our quest to find meaning in the face of this vast expanse. Greene takes
us on a journey from the big bang to the end of time, exploring how lasting structures formed, how life and mind
emerged, and how we grapple with our existence through narrative, myth, religion, creative expression, science, the
quest for truth, and a deep longing for the eternal. From particles to planets, consciousness to creativity, matter to
meaning—Brian Greene allows us all to grasp and appreciate our fleeting but utterly exquisite moment in the cosmos.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER What would actually make America great: more people. If the most challenging crisis in living memory has shown
us anything, it’s that America has lost the will and the means to lead. We can’t compete with the huge population clusters of the global
marketplace by keeping our population static or letting it diminish, or with our crumbling transit and unaffordable housing. The winner in the
future world is going to have more—more ideas, more ambition, more utilization of resources, more people. Exactly how many Americans do
we need to win? According to Matthew Yglesias, one billion. From one of our foremost policy writers, One Billion Americans is the provocative
yet logical argument that if we aren’t moving forward, we’re losing. Vox founder Yglesias invites us to think bigger, while taking the problems
of decline seriously. What really contributes to national prosperity should not be controversial: supporting parents and children, welcoming
immigrants and their contributions, and exploring creative policies that support growth—like more housing, better transportation, improved
education, revitalized welfare, and climate change mitigation. Drawing on examples and solutions from around the world, Yglesias shows not
only that we can do this, but why we must. Making the case for massive population growth with analytic rigor and imagination, One Billion
Americans issues a radical but undeniable challenge: Why not do it all, and stay on top forever?
Presents an illustrated guide to the universe and to Earth's relationship to it, moving from theories of creation to humankind's discovery of the
cosmos, to general relativity, to space missions, and beyond.
“Ann Druyan has unearthed a treasure. It is a treasure of reason, compassion, and scientific awe. It should be the next book you read.”
—Sam Harris, author of The End of Faith “A stunningly valuable legacy left to all of us by a great human being. I miss him so.” —Kurt
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Vonnegut Carl Sagan's prophetic vision of the tragic resurgence of fundamentalism and the hope-filled potential of the next great
development in human spirituality The late great astronomer and astrophysicist describes his personal search to understand the nature of the
sacred in the vastness of the cosmos. Exhibiting a breadth of intellect nothing short of astounding, Sagan presents his views on a wide range
of topics, including the likelihood of intelligent life on other planets, creationism and so-called intelligent design, and a new concept of science
as "informed worship." Originally presented at the centennial celebration of the famous Gifford Lectures in Scotland in 1985 but never
published, this book offers a unique encounter with one of the most remarkable minds of the twentieth century.
This New York Times bestseller "elegantly weaves evidence and insights . . . into a single, accessible historical narrative" (Bill Gates) and
presents a captivating history of the universe -- from the Big Bang to dinosaurs to mass globalization and beyond. Most historians study the
smallest slivers of time, emphasizing specific dates, individuals, and documents. But what would it look like to study the whole of history, from
the big bang through the present day -- and even into the remote future? How would looking at the full span of time change the way we
perceive the universe, the earth, and our very existence? These were the questions David Christian set out to answer when he created the
field of "Big History," the most exciting new approach to understanding where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. In
Origin Story, Christian takes readers on a wild ride through the entire 13.8 billion years we've come to know as "history." By focusing on
defining events (thresholds), major trends, and profound questions about our origins, Christian exposes the hidden threads that tie everything
together -- from the creation of the planet to the advent of agriculture, nuclear war, and beyond. With stunning insights into the origin of the
universe, the beginning of life, the emergence of humans, and what the future might bring, Origin Story boldly reframes our place in the
cosmos.
Deforestation. Desertification. Species extinction. Global warming. Growing threats to food and water. The driving issues of our times are the
result of one huge problem: Us. As the population continues to grow, our problems will increase. And this means that every way we look at it,
a planet of ten billion people is likely to be a nightmare. Stephen Emmott, a scientist whose lab is at the forefront of research into complex
natural systems, sounds the alarm. TEN BILLION is a snapshot of our planet, and our species, approaching a crisis, and a stark analysis of
where this leaves us. TEN BILLION is not another climate book. TEN BILLION is a book about us.
Billions & BillionsThoughts on Life and Death at the Brink of the MillenniumBallantine Books
More than One Hundred Iconic New York City Dining Institutions From hole-in-the-walls to cozy neighborhood gems to Michelin-starred
restaurants, the characters in the SHOWTIME® series Billions know how to eat well, as any fan of the beloved show can confirm. Creators
Brian Koppelman and David Levien spectacularly display the city's vibrant food scene—but it's more than showing us how the one percent
eats. It's about integrating food, which brings people together and is an integral part of our daily lives, into the storyline while honoring the
quality, the diversity, and the legacy of culinary culture in New York City. It’s about the city staples that have been around for generations.
It’s about the immigrants who brought their own food to New York and made it a part of city culture. It’s about the power joints where the
movers and shakers of the city discuss the affairs of the day. It’s about the pizza slice or the candy bar that takes you back to your childhood.
It’s about those who start at the bottom of the kitchen chain and ultimately open their own restaurant as well as about the old who pass the
torch to future generations. It’s about the energy and the creativity in New York food industry that is setting the standards for the rest of the
world. It’s about everyone who has contributed to making New York the dining capital of the world as it is today. This book presents the
complete list of restaurants, bars, bakeries, bodegas, and more, featured in Billions. The listings include description and history of the chef
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and building, signature dishes, fun facts, and of course, tie-in to the show's storyline. Which characters are eating there? What is the
occasion? What are they discussing? Features include: Empire Diner Yonah Schimmel’s Knish Bakery Sushi Nakazawa Peking Duck House
Veselka The Spotted Pig Ivan Ramen Library Bar at the NoMad Hotel Emmy Squared Morgenstern's Ice Cream So many more!
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