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This brief monograph on the gamma function was designed by the author to fill
what he perceived as a gap in the literature of mathematics, which often treated
the gamma function in a manner he described as both sketchy and overly
complicated. Author Emil Artin, one of the twentieth century's leading
mathematicians, wrote in his Preface to this book, "I feel that this monograph will
help to show that the gamma function can be thought of as one of the elementary
functions, and that all of its basic properties can be established using elementary
methods of the calculus." Generations of teachers and students have benefitted
from Artin's masterly arguments and precise results. Suitable for advanced
undergraduates and graduate students of mathematics, his treatment examines
functions, the Euler integrals and the Gauss formula, large values of x and the
multiplication formula, the connection with sin x, applications to definite integrals,
and other subjects.
This follow-up to New York Times bestseller The Food Babe Way exposes the
lies we've been told about our food--and takes readers on a journey to find
healthy options. There's so much confusion about what to eat. Are you jumping
from diet to diet and nothing seems to work? Are you sick of seeing contradictory
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health advice from experts? Just like the tobacco industry lied to us about the
dangers of cigarettes, the same untruths, cover-ups, and deceptive practices are
occurring in the food industry. Vani Hari, aka The Food Babe, blows the lid off the
lies we've been fed about the food we eat--lies about its nutrient value, effects on
our health, label information, and even the very science we base our food
choices on. You'll discover: • How nutrition research is manipulated by food
company funded experts • How to spot fake news generated by Big Food • The
tricks food companies use to make their food addictive • Why labels like "all
natural" and "non-GMO" aren't what they seem and how to identify the healthiest
food • Food marketing hoaxes that persuade us into buying junk food disguised
as health food Vani guides you through a 48-hour Toxin Takedown to rid your
pantry, and your body, of harmful chemicals--a quick and easy plan that anyone
can do. A blueprint for living your life without preservatives, artificial sweeteners,
additives, food dyes, or fillers, eating foods that truly nourish you and support
your health, Feeding You Lies is the first step on a new path of truth in
eating--and a journey to your best health ever.
Here are the essential ideas of psychoanalytic theory, including Freud's
explanations of such concepts as the Id, Ego and Super-Ego, the Death Instinct
and Pleasure Principle, along with classic case studies like that of the Wolf Man.
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Adam Phillips's marvellous selection provides an ideal overview of Freud's
thought in all its extraordinary ambition and variety. Psychoanalysis may be
known as the 'talking cure', yet it is also and profoundly, a way of reading. Here
we can see Freud's writings as readings and listenings, deciphering the secrets
of the mind, finding words for desires that have never found expression. Much
more than this, however, The Penguin Freud Reader presents a compelling
reading of life as we experience it today, and a way in to the work of one of the
most haunting writers of the modern age.
"One of the best novelists since Jane Austen....The Hundred Days may be the
best installment yet....I give O'Brian's fans joy of it."—Philadelphia Inquirer
Napoleon, escaped from Elba, pursues his enemies across Europe like a
vengeful phoenix. If he can corner the British and Prussians before their Russian
and Austrian allies arrive, his genius will lead the French armies to triumph at
Waterloo. In the Balkans, preparing a thrust northwards into Central Europe to
block the Russians and Austrians, a horde of Muslim mercenaries is gathering.
They are inclined toward Napoleon because of his conversion to Islam during the
Egyptian campaign, but they will not move without a shipment of gold ingots from
Sheik Ibn Hazm which, according to British intelligence, is on its way via camel
caravan to the coast of North Africa. It is this gold that Jack Aubrey and Stephen
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Maturin must at all costs intercept. The fate of Europe hinges on their desperate
mission. "The Hundred Days is certain to delight O'Brian's fans, for whom
happiness is an unending stream of Aubrey/Maturin books....[It] is a fine novel
that stands proudly on the shelf with the others."—Los Angeles Times
Kashmiri Life Narratives takes as its central focus writings -- memoirs, nonfictional and fictional Bildungsromane -- published circa 2008 by
Kashmiris/Indians living in the Valley of Kashmir, India or in the diaspora. It offers
a new perspective on these works by analyzing them within the framework of
human rights discourse and advocacy. Literature has been an important medium
for promoting the rights of marginalized Kashmiri subjects within Indian-occupied
Kashmir and that it has been successful in putting Kashmir back on the global
map and in shifting discussion about Kashmir from the political board rooms to
the international English-language book market. In discussing human rights
advocacy through literature, this book also effects a radical change of
perspective by highlighting positive rights (to enjoy certain things) rather than
negative ones (to be spared certain things). Kashmiri life narratives deploy a
language of pleasure rather than of physical pain to represent the state of having
and losing rights.
One of Freud's central achievements was to demonstrate how unacceptable
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thoughts and feelings are repressed into the unconscious, from where they
continue to exert a decisive influence over our lives. This volume contains a key
statement about evidence for the unconscious, and how it works, as well as
major essays on all the fundamentals of mental functioning. Freud explores how
we are torn between the pleasure principle and the reality principle, how we often
find ways both to express and to deny what we most fear, and why certain men
need fetishes for their sexual satisfaction. His study of our most basic drives, and
how they are transformed, brilliantly illuminates the nature of sadism, masochism,
exhibitionism and voyeurism.
"The work of this introductory chapter is twofold; first, to provide a brief historical
overview of the changing nature and conception of musical time over the last two
thousand years, and second, to set out the arc of the work through detailing the
central points of each chapter. While the individual pieces of writing bring vital
and varied perspectives from musicology, ethnomusicology, philosophy,
psychology, and socio-cultural work, what unites them is their attention to music
of the modern period, with a strong focus on the multiplicities of contemporary
practice, while also pointing to their nineteenth-century antecedents. In
introducing the main themes of the book, the introduction calls attention to the
burgeoning scholarship on time in music ranging between the immediate feelings
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and socialities of being in time with others and the broader imaginings of the
cultural politics of time in music"-Beyond the Pleasure PrincipleCourier Corporation
Originally published: Amsterdam: North-Holland Pub. Co., 1967.
While both public opinion and scholars around the world are currently pointing out the danger
of increasingly popular life-logging devices, this book articulates this debate by distinguishing
between automatic and manual life-logging approaches. Since new definitions of life-logging
have excluded the latter approach and have been mainly focused on effortless life-logging
technologies such as Google Glass and Quantified Self applications in general, this book
theoretically frames life-stowing. Through extensive etymological research, this book defines
life-stowing as a manual and effortful practice conducted by life-stowers, individuals who
devote their life to sampling reality in predefined frameworks. Also as part of this book, an
historical overview introduces life-stowers and distinguishes between Apollonian and Dionysian
varieties of these practitioners. Lastly, in order to understand the future reception of lifestowing,
particularly in relation to digital media, this book discloses the author’s ongoing life-stowing
project to a small audience.
Ernest Jones’s three-volume The Life and Work of Sigmund Freud was first published in the
mid-1950s. This edited and abridged volume omits the portions of the trilogy that dealt
principally with the technical aspects of Freud’s work and is designed for the lay reader. Jones
portrays Freud’s childhood and adolescence; the excitement and trials of his four-year
engagement to Martha Bernays; his early experiments with hypnotism and cocaine; the slow
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rise of his reputation and constant battles against distortion and slander; the painful defections
of close associates; the years of international eminence; the onset of cancer and his stoicism
in the face of an agonizing death. “One of the outstanding biographies of the age... It gives us
an unmatched — and unretouched — portrait of Freud as a human being.” — The New York
Times “The definitive life of Freud and one of the great biographies of our time... Charged with
intellectual excitement, it is a chronicle of heroic struggle and adventurous discovery.” — The
Atlantic “A landmark of literature, a remarkable appreciation of one of the remarkable spirits of
the modern age.” — Scientific American “Superb drama... Dr. Jones has managed to illuminate
some obscure corners of Freud’s first years with a thoroughness that would have astonished,
and might well have dismayed, the reticent and august Freud.” — The New Yorker “A
masterpiece of contemporary biography... The letters are also a fascinating guide to the man.
From them emerges suddenly a tough, jealous, ferocious figure.” — Time
Presents an account of the fundamental topics of theoretical physics from the viewpoint of
imagination and beauty.
This classic text and reference monograph applies modern differential geometry to general
relativity. A brief mathematical introduction to gravitational curvature, it emphasizes the
subject's geometric essence and stresses the global aspects of cosmology. Suitable for
independent study as well as for courses in differential geometry, relativity, and cosmology.
1979 edition.
In this age of intense political conflict, we sense objective fact is growing less important.
Experts are attacked as partisan, statistics and scientific findings are decried as propaganda,
and public debate devolves into personal assaults. How did we get here, and what can we do
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about it? In this sweeping and provocative work, political economist William Davies draws on a
four-hundred-year history of ideas to reframe our understanding of the contemporary world. He
argues that global trends decades and even centuries in the making have reduced a world of
logic and fact into one driven by emotions—particularly fear and anxiety. This has ushered in an
age of “nervous states,” both in our individual bodies and our body politic. Eloquently tracing
the history of accounting, statistics, science, and human anatomy from the Enlightenment to
the present, Davies shows how we invented expertise in the seventeenth century to calm the
violent disputes—over God and the nature of reality—that ravaged Europe. By separating truth
from emotion, scientific, testable facts paved a way out of constant warfare and established a
basis for consensus, which became the bedrock of modern politics, business, and democracy.
Informed by research on psychology and economics, Davies reveals how widespread feelings
of fear, vulnerability, physical and psychological pain, and growing inequality reshaped our
politics, upending these centuries-old ideals of how we understand the world and organize
society. Yet Davies suggests that the rise of emotion may open new possibilities for
confronting humanity’s greatest challenges. Ambitious and compelling, Nervous States is a
perceptive and enduring account of our turbulent times.
Is jealousy eliminable? If so, at what cost? What are the connections between pride the sin and
the pride insisted on by identity politics? How can one question an individual's understanding of
their own happiness or override a society's account of its own rituals? What makes a sexual
desire "perverse," or particular sexual relations (such as incestuous ones) undesirable or even
unthinkable? These and other questions about what sustains and threatens our identity are
pursued using the resources of philosophy, psychoanalysis, and other disciplines. The
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discussion throughout is informed and motivated by the Spinozist hope that understanding our
lives can help change them, can help make us more free.
. Renewal of Life by Transmission. The most notable distinction between living and inanimate
things is that the former maintain themselves by renewal. A stone when struck resists. If its
resistance is greater than the force of the blow struck, it remains outwardly unchanged.
Otherwise, it is shattered into smaller bits. Never does the stone attempt to react in such a way
that it may maintain itself against the blow, much less so as to render the blow a contributing
factor to its own continued action. While the living thing may easily be crushed by superior
force, it none the less tries to turn the energies which act upon it into means of its own further
existence. If it cannot do so, it does not just split into smaller pieces (at least in the higher
forms of life), but loses its identity as a living thing. As long as it endures, it struggles to use
surrounding energies in its own behalf. It uses light, air, moisture, and the material of soil. To
say that it uses them is to say that it turns them into means of its own conservation. As long as
it is growing, the energy it expends in thus turning the environment to account is more than
compensated for by the return it gets: it grows. Understanding the word "control" in this sense,
it may be said that a living being is one that subjugates and controls for its own continued
activity the energies that would otherwise use it up. Life is a self-renewing process through
action upon the environment.
Drawing on Rwandan genocide survivor testimonies, this book offers a new approach to
psychological trauma that considers both the positive and negative consequences.
Detective Chief Inspector Wilfred Dover is the most idle and avaricious hero in all of crime
fiction. Why should he even be bothered to solve the case? For its own very good reasons,
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Scotland Yard sends Dover off to remote Creedshire to investigate the disappearance of a
young housemaid, Juliet Rugg. Though there's every cause to assume that she has been
murdered – she gave her favours freely and may even have stooped to a bit of blackmail – no
body is to be found. Weighing in at sixteen stone, she couldn't be hard to overlook. But where
is she? And why should Dover, of all people, be called upon to find her? Or, for that matter,
even bother to solve the damned case? Editorial reviews: “Something quite out of the
ordinary.” Daily Telegraph “Joyce Porter is a joy... Dover is unquestionably the most
entertaining detective in fiction.” Guardian “Plotted with the technique of a virtuoso.” New York
Times “Wonderfully funny.” Spectator “Dover is wildly, joyously unbelievable; and may he
remain so for our comic delight.” Sun “You will be fascinated by his sheer dazzling
incompetence. Porter has a keen eye, a wicked sense of comedy, and a delightfully low mind.”
Harper’s
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) revolutionized the way in which we think about ourselves. From
its beginnings as a theory of neurosis, Freud developed psycho-analysis into a general
psychology which became widely accepted as the predominant mode of discussing personality
and interpersonal relationships. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
This book is about the stories being told in the Anthropocene. Stories of irreparable damage
being done to the global ecosystem, of sustainable growth, of dystopian collapse, of continued
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interspecies flourishing, of Gaia, and of accelerating capitalisms dynamics in order to discover
its outside. Stories of change. Stories of hope. Against them all, this book seeks to braid
together a particular thread of storying in order to speak to the emergence of the mall at the
end of the world; a space where a new politics of "spectral capitalism" is played out. In doing
so, we reflect that there never was any outside to Capital, that it can live forever, its
performances and spectacles being preserved despite global ecological collapse. This book
seeks to understand the nascence of the mall at the end of the world and the new people,
thoughts, and dreams that come with it. Sideeq Mohammed is a Lecturer in Organizational
Behaviour/HRM at the University of Kent. Sideeqs work is interested in engaging with
philosophy in order to critically reflect on the problems posed by "organization" in the
contemporary milieu. He has a particular fondness for the works of Gilles Deleuze and Felix
Guattari and has published work that draws heavily on their mode of experimenting with
"concepts."
Part of the bestselling Capstone Classics Series edited by Tom Butler-Bowdon, this collectible,
hard-back edition of The Interpretation of Dreams provides an accessible and insightful edition
of this important work of psychology Sigmund Freud's The Interpretation of Dreams introduced
his ground-breaking theory of the unconscious and explored how interpreting dreams can
reveal the true nature of humanity. Regarded as Freud's most significant work, this classic text
helped establish the discipline of psychology and is the foundational work in the field of
psychoanalysis. Highly readable and engaging, the book both provides a semiautobiographical look into Freud’s personal life – his holidays in the Alps, spending time with
his children, interacting with friends and colleagues – and delves into descriptions and
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analyses of the dreams themselves. Freud begins with a review of literature on dreams written
by a broad range of ancient and contemporary figures – concluding that science has learned
little of the nature of dreams in the past several thousand years. Although the prevailing view
was that dreams were merely responses to ‘sensory excitation,’ Freud felt that the
multifaceted dimensions of dreams could not be attributed solely to physical causes. By the
time Freud began writing the book he had interpreted over a thousand dreams of people with
psychoses and recognised the connection between the content of dreams and a person’s
mental health. Among his conclusions were that a person’s dreams: Prefer using recent
impressions, yet also have access to early childhood memories Unify different people, places,
events and sensations into one story Usually focus on small or unnoticed things rather than
major events Are almost always ‘wish fulfilments’ which are about the self Have many layers
of meaning which are often condensed into a single image The Interpretation of Dreams: The
Psychology Classic is as riveting today as it was over a century ago. Anyone with interest in
the workings of the unconscious mind will find this book an invaluable source of original
insights and foundational scientific concepts. This edition includes an insightful Introduction by
Sarah Tomley, a psychology writer and practicing psychotherapist. Tomley considers paints a
picture of Freud's life and times, reveals the place of The Interpretation of Dreams in the
context of Freud's other writings, and draws out the key points of the work.
The term Chakra has become one of the most discussed topics now a day, and people are
having long debates about the effectiveness of Chakra in their lives. Many people have made
this topic their subject of study, and they give their entire efforts to understand this term.
However, it all started with a simple question, "What is Chakra'. If you are also looking for the
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answer to this question, then this book has got you covered. Our book comes up as an
ultimate guide that describes the strength and the effects of Chakras on a person's life. Within
all living beings, there are seven energy levels that are called Chakras. You can find detailed
information about each mode of Chakra in this book. Significance of Chakras in the Human
Body: Chakras have been a vital part of healing practices and techniques from ancient times,
yogis have worked with the chakra system for hundreds of years. You might have an idea that
illness is taken as an energy blockage in most of the chakras. Many healing modalities, like
acupuncture, also considers the blocked flow of energy as a root cause of all the diseases. For
instance, if you let the dirt go into the clean swimming pool, after a time, the whole water
becomes dirty. The same goes for the human body, but it is difficult to unblock your chakras as
dirty water can be filtered again due to its physical structure, but human's energy blockage is
spiritual. The Ultimate Guide to Balancing, Healing & Unblocking Chakras If you think that
great efforts are required to begin chakra healing, then you don't need to worry anymore. This
Chakras for beginners' book will guide you to learn how you can balance your Chakra. This
book provides you with all the primary and essential techniques that can assist you in healing
your Chakras. Our book provides you with: Detailed information that can help you to connect
with your Chakras. Adequate knowledge about every significant component that can be
beneficial in unblocking your Chakras, including essential oils, diet, and meditation.
Additionally, you can get practical instructions and guidance from our book that enables you to
learn how to identify what's ailing you and which Chakra is causing it. You can find out many
easy and useful tips of yoga that can help you in releasing anxiety and stress from your life and
various healing powers that can unblock your chakras.
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Exposition of fourth dimension, concepts of relativity as Flatland characters continue
adventures. Topics include curved space time as a higher dimension, special relativity, and
shape of space-time. Includes 141 illustrations.
There are few scientists of the twentieth century whose life's work has created more
excitement and controversy than that of physicist David Bohm (1917-1992). For the first time in
a single volume, The Essential David Bohm offers a comprehensive overview of Bohm's
original works from a non-technical perspective. Including three chapters of previously
unpublished material, and a forward by the Dalai Lama, each reading has been selected to
highlight some aspect of the implicate order process, and to provide an introduction to one of
the most provocative thinkers of our time.

This book considers a recurrent figure in American literature: the solitary white man
moving through urban space. The descendent of Nineteenth-century frontier and
western heroes, the figure re-emerges in 1930-50s America as the 'tough guy'. The
Street Was Mine looks to the tough guy in the works of hardboiled novelists Raymond
Chandler ( The Big Sleep ) and James M. Cain ( Double Indemnity ) and their popular
film noir adaptations. Focusing on the way he negotiates racial and gender 'otherness',
this study argues that the tough guy embodies the promise of an impervious white
masculinity amidst the turmoil of the Depression through the beginnings of the Cold
War, closing with an analysis of Chester Himes, whose Harlem crime novels ( For Love
of Imabelle ) unleash a ferocious revisionary critique of the tough guy tradition.
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's most brilliant work. In it he states
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his views on the broad question of man's place in the world. It has been praised,
dissected, lambasted, interpreted, and reinterpreted. Originally published in 1930, it
seeks to answer several questions fundamental to human society and its
organization—What influences led to the creation of civilization? Why and how did it
come to be? What determines civilization’s trajectory? This process, argues Freud, is
an inherent quality of civilization that instills perpetual feelings of discontent in its
citizens. Freud's theme is that what works for civilization doesn't necessarily work for
man. Man, by nature aggressive and egotistical, seeks self-satisfaction.
Controversial 1920 publication expands Freud's theoretical approach to include the
death drive. The philosopher's concept of the ongoing struggle between harmony
(Eros) and destruction (Thanatos) influenced his subsequent work.
This book establishes surprise as a key Emersonian affect, and demonstrates its
significance for transatlantic modernism and the philosophy of pragmatism.
Freud's Beyond the Pleasure Principle constitutes a major landmark and a real turning
point in the evolution of psychoanalytic theory. Pushing aside the primacy of the tensiondischarge-gratification model of mental dynamics, this work introduced the notion of a
"daemonic force" within all human beings that slowly but insistently seeks psychic
inactivity, inertia, and death. Politely dismissed by some as a pseudo-biological
speculation and rapturously espoused by others as a bold conceptual advance, "death
instinct" became a stepping stone to the latter conceptualizations of mind's attacks on
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itself, negative narcissism, addiction to near-death, and the utter destruction of meaning
in some clinical situations. The concept also served as a bridge between the
quintessentially Western psychoanalysis and the Eastern perspectives on life and
death. These diverse and rich connotations of the proposal are elucidated in On
Freud's "Beyond the Pleasure Principle". Other consequences of Freud's 1920 paper namely, the marginalization of ego instincts and the "upgrading" of aggression in the
scheme of things - are also addressed.
Masterpiece offers a detailed discussion of the nature of the earth's terrestrial
environment, and a method of subdividing and studying it. 1941 edition.
The current volume seeks to demonstrate, through myriad subject matter, the vital
influence and role of aesthetics upon any collective attempt to stem the current
environmental crisis. Recent writing in this area is making new inroads and this work
aims to further that discussion.
Suicide and the Gothic is the first study of the representation of suicide in Gothic texts
from the eighteenth century to the present. Poems, short stories, novels, films and
video games are covered from European, American and Asian contexts.
An accessible guide to more than 90 of the most important and groundbreaking milestones in
the history of medicine, and the people behind them How are illnesses diagnosed? What is
cancer? Why are some pandemics so deadly? This book explores big questions like these,
explaining the breakthroughs and discoveries that have shaped our modern-day understanding
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of medicine and helped us protect and promote our health. Written in plain English, The
Medicine Book cuts through the jargon and is packed with pithy explanations of the most
important milestones in medical history, with step-by-step diagrams and witty illustrations that
untangle knotty concepts. From ancient medical practices, such as herbal medications and
balancing the humours, through groundbreaking work including Jenner's experiments with
cowpox, which laid the basis for vaccination, The Medicine Book offers an engaging overview
of medical history across the world all the way into the 21st century with gene manipulation,
immunotherapy, and robotics and telesurgery. Covering the role that therapies and drugs have
played in the human quest to treat and prevent disease, the establishment of hospitals and
later international medical bodies, like the WHO, and medical science's response to new
challenges, such as accelerated antibiotic resistance and COVID-19, The Medicine Book
explains the stories behind each milestone development. Continuing the "Big Ideas" series'
trademark combination of authoritative, informative text, and bold graphics, The Medicine Book
uses an innovative visual approach to make the subject accessible to everyone, whether you're
a student of medicine or science, a medical professional, or an armchair expert.
“Becoming Home: Diaspora and the Anglophone Transnational” is a collection of essays
exploring national identity, migration, exile, colonialism, postcolonialism, slavery, race, and
gender in the literature of the Anglophone world. The volume focuses on the dispersion or
scattering of people in exile, and how those with an existing homeland and those displaced,
without a politically recognized sovereign state, negotiate displacement and the experience of
living at home-abroad. This group includes expatriate minority communities existing uneasily
and nostalgically on the margins of their host country. The diaspora becomes an important
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cultural phenomenon in the formation of national identities and opposing attempts to transcend
the idea of nationhood itself on its way to developing new forms of transnationalism. Chapters
on the literature or national allegories of the diaspora and the transnational explore the diverse
and geographically expansive ways in which Anglophone literature by colonized subjects and
emigrants negotiates diasporic spaces to create imagined communities or a sense of home.
Themes explored within these pages include restlessness, tensions, trauma, ambiguities,
assimilation, estrangement, myth, nostalgia, sentimentality, homesickness, national
schizophrenia, divided loyalties, intellectual capital, and geographical interstices. Special
attention is paid to the complex ways identity is negotiated by immigrants to Anglophone
countries writing in English about their home-abroad experience. The lived experiences of
emigrants of the diaspora create a literature rife with tensions concerning identity, language,
and belongingness in the struggle for home. Focusing on writers in particular geopolitical
spaces, the essays in the collection offer an active conversation with leading theorizers of the
diaspora and the transnational, including Edward Said, Bill Ashcroft, William Safran, Gabriel
Sheffer, Stuart Hall, Homi Bhabha, Frantz Fanon, and Benedict Anderson. This volume cuts
across the broad geopolitical space of the Anglophone world of literature and cultural studies
and will appeal to professors, scholars, graduate, and undergraduate students in English,
comparative literature, history, ethnic and race studies, diaspora studies, migration, and
transnational studies. The volume will also be an indispensable aid to public policy experts.
A Marxist history of Israeli literature, tracing the relations between economic, social, and
aesthetic transformations. Signatures of Struggle offers a unique perspective on Israeli
literature, bringing Marxist cultural critique to bear on a field from which it has hitherto been
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absent. Oded Nir moves beyond the dominant interpretive horizon of Israeli literary criticism:
the relation of literature to national ideology. Rather than reproducing the usual narrative in
which fiction resists the nation’s goals, Nir demonstrates how, in each historical moment,
literary engagement with national ideology is a means to think through social tensions or
contradictions internal to Israeli society—to solve in imagination problems that threaten the
social order. Focusing on moments of transformation, Nir argues that the 1950s crisis of
realism was the result of the failure, rather than the success, of the collective transformative
project of the haluzim, the settler vanguard of Zionism. In the 1980s, the postmodern turn
expressed a crisis of social imagination, whose origin was the incorporation of Palestinians into
the Israeli economy after the 1967 war. Finally, he shows that the ways in which history is
imaginatively reworked in contemporary Israeli fiction can only be understood through the
context of 1950s and 1980s literature. Authors analyzed include Yigal Mossinsohn, Nathan
Shaham, Hanoch Bartov, Yehudit Hendel, Orly Castel-Bloom, Yehudit Katzir, David Grossman,
Yehoshua Kenaz, and Batya Gur. “Nir’s mastery of relevant studies on Hebrew literature is
impressive, as is his erudition when it comes to theoretical works. His textual analyses are
insightful and original. The book makes a tremendous contribution to literary scholarship, but it
is also one of the most important contributions to the entire field of Israel studies in this
century.” — Eran Kaplan, author of Beyond Post-Zionism “This is a well-written, brilliantly
conceptualized project. I have little doubt it will change the way Zionist historiography and the
history of Hebrew literature will be discussed.” — Nitzan Lebovic, author of Zionism and
Melancholy: The Short Life of Israel Zarchi
With its innovative narrative structure and its controversial explorations of race, gender and
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empire, Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness is a landmark of 20th century literature that
continues to resonate to this day. This book brings together leading scholars to explore the full
range of contemporary philosophical and critical responses to the text. Conrad's Heart of
Darkness and Contemporary Thought includes the first publication in English of philosopher
Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe's essay, 'The Horror of the West', described by J. Hillis Miller as 'a
major essay on Conrad's novel, one of the best ever written'. In the company of LacoueLabarthe, leading scholars explore new readings of Conrad's text from a full range of
theoretical perspectives, including deconstructive, psychoanalytic, narratological and
postcolonial approaches. Drawing on the very latest insights of contemporary thought, this is
an essential study of one of the most important literary texts of the 20th century.
"The Melting Pot," "The Land of The Free," "The Land of Opportunity." These tropes or
nicknames apparently reflect the freedom and open-armed welcome that the United States of
America offers. However, the chronicles of history do not complement that image. These
historical happenings have not often been brought into the focus of Modernist literary criticism,
though their existence in the record is clear. This book aims to discuss these chronicles,
displaying in great detail the underpinnings and subtle references of racism and xenophobia
embedded so deeply in both fictional and real personas, whether they are characters, writers,
legislators, or the common people. In the main chapters, literary works are dissected so as to
underline the intolerance hidden behind words of righteousness and blind trust, as if such is
the norm. Though history is taught, it is not so thoroughly examined. To our misfortune, we
naively think that bigoted ideas are not a thing we could become afflicted with. They are
antiques from the past – yet they possessed many hundreds of people and they surround us
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still. Since we’ve experienced very little change, it seems discipline is necessary to truly
attempt to be rid of these ideas.
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