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Beyond The Good Death The Anthropology Of Modern Dying
This is a story of family, of death, and of the art of living. It is also the story of the ties that bind a mother to a daughter and the
dynamics that govern their love. Shaped as a memoir, shared by Sarah Flett and her daughter Rhegan, the narrative begins with
the death of Sarah's husband and builds in complexity with the untimely and sudden death of Rhegan. Are life and death at their
core intertwined? As Rhegan speaks from beyond the grave, her life is revealed in unexpected ways to her mother. And as
Rhegan reconstructs her past and her memories of the last six months of her life, their impact and energy become one with her
mother's own remembering. This unheralded reconnection forms the nexus of the novel. It becomes their shared memoir. Through
it the reader is invited into the intricacies of grieving and the irreducible nature of motherdaughter love. Sorbie's steady hand
meshes the dual narrative perspectives using land and water imagery. Within this narrative frame, the balance that grieving and
celebrating, and holding on and letting go require is carefully constructed. Rhegan's and Sarah's lives become meaningful
because we share in their heartbreak and their joy. Their lives intertwine and together become the memoir of a good death. "When
the dead speak we must listen. Anne Sorbie's dead and eloquent narrator is full of wild humour, pain, rebellion, compassion,
wisdom. And she tells a wickedly good story. How can we know heaven from hell?" - Robert Kroetsch
Exploring the Hindu concepts of good and bad deaths, this rich ethnography follows pilgrims who choose to travel to the holy city
of Kashi to die.
The Good Death is the first full-scale examination of one of today's most complex issues: the profound change in the way
Americans think about and confront death. Drawing on more than six years of firsthand research and reporting, noted journalist
Marilyn Webb builds her account around intimate portraits of the dying themselves. She explains why some deaths become
shockingly difficult--and needlessly painful--and how the struggles over end-of-life decisions can pit patient and family against
hospitals, doctors, insurance companies, religious groups, and the law. But there is good news as well. Webb describes many
extraordinary programs and individuals who are changing the face of dying. An abundant source of comfort and hope, The Good
Death shows how the essential elements of humane--even uplifted--death are available to all of us, if we know what is possible,
where to go for help, and how to prepare.
An updated edition of a controversial guide to the near-death experience draws on interviews with more than 4,000 adults and
children who have had an NDE and includes cautionary reports that not everything that subjects have experienced was positive
and comforting. Original.
Leaving behind both fear and belief, Samael Aun Weor explains through vivid stories what happens when we die and how we can
prepare ourselves now to take full advantage of the experience. Instructions to prepare the soul for the process of dying and the
experiences of the afterlife are found within the scriptures of every mystical tradition, especially the Bible, The Theban Recension
(Egyptian Book of the Dead), and the Bardo Thodol (Tibetan Book of the Dead), yet they are veiled in cryptic symbolism and are
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difficult for most people to understand. Now, for the first time, this book fearlessly approaches the topics of death, dying, and the
afterlife for our day and age -- and for those who are tired of theories and are ready to know the truth through their own
experience.
'The series gets better and better . . . a very credible medieval world . . . Oswald is such an appealing character, growing richer
and deeper with every book' - Andrew Taylor, author of Ashes of London 1370. Oswald de Lacy was not always Lord of the Manor,
or even meant to be. The third son, he was sent off to become a novice monk. Now, with winter closing in on Somershill, his wife
flirting with their houseguest, his sister sniping from the sidelines and his mother still ruling his life even from her deathbed, Oswald
is forced to confront the secret that has haunted him ever since those days in the monastery. 1349. Sent to gather herbs in the
forest by his tutor, Brother Peter, 18-year-old Oswald encounters a terrified girl, who runs into the swollen river and drowns. In her
village, he discovers that she is only one of many poor young women who have disappeared, with no-one in authority caring
enough to investigate. Convinced the girls are dead, Oswald turns to the village women for help in finding the murderer - in
particular to the beautiful Maud Woodstock, who provokes feelings in Oswald that no monk should entertain. Soon, however,
another killer stalks the land. Plague has come and the monastery is locked against it. Brother Peter insists that Oswald should
forget his quest. But Oswald will not stop until he has discovered the shocking truth, which will echo down the years to a letter,
clutched in his dying mother's hand.
AriA]s traces Western man's attitudes toward mortality from the early medieval conception of death as the familiar collective
destiny of the human race to the modern tendency, so pronounced in industrial societies, to hide death as if it were an
embarrassing family secret. -- Newsweek
When her own mother died, Margaret Rice realised how completely unprepared she and her family had been for the experience of
companioning a loved one who is dying. So she decided to go in search of the information she couldn't find when she most
needed it and write the book herself - a novice's guide to death. We live in a period of intense death denial. But what if we were to
smash that taboo and ask questions we want answered, like how do we know when someone is close to dying, and how do we
best care for them? What actually happens to our body when we die? How do we work with medical experts? How do we deal with
the non-medical issues that will come up, such as wills, finances and even social media passwords? Is morphine used to nudge
death along or is this just a myth? Where do questions about euthanasia fit in with personal, lived experience? Margaret Rice lifts
the lid on the taboos that surround death, sharing practical information and compassionate advice from multiple sources to break
down boundaries and offer better choices of care to suit individual needs. This is a book to help the dying and their carers feel less
isolated, and help us all face death better.
Hired by an insurance company to investigate the suspicious suicide of a talented Lao immigrant, down-on-his-luck Boston private
investigator Sebastian Damon finds the case leading him halfway around the world to the streets of Bangkok, where he is pitted
against police corruption and bureaucracy in life-changing ways. 15,000 first printing.
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"With so many supernatural tales on the shelves it's hard to find something genuinely original yet Beyond Death fits the description
well, with author Deb McEwan bringing a distinctive new voice to this ever popular genre." Book Viral What really happens when
we die? Claire Sylvester is about to find out. Finding herself suspended between Heaven and Hell she has to come to terms with
the secret lives of her family and decide how to save those that deserve saving. While others make decisions about where she'll
spend eternity Claire, with the helping hands of an unlikely partner and heavenly guidance, faces betrayal, violence and evil.
'Beyond Death', a fast-paced paranormal thriller of life, death, deceit and danger.
For too long many us have retreated to the comfort zones of contemporary Christianity instead of engaging the enemy of our souls
and enforcing the victory that Jesus died to give each of us. It is time for believers to arise and remind the devil that he is a
defeated foe!
A New York Times and Los Angeles Times Bestseller “Doughty chronicles [death] practices with tenderheartedness, a
technician’s fascination, and an unsentimental respect for grief.” —Jill Lepore, The New Yorker Fascinated by our pervasive fear of
dead bodies, mortician Caitlin Doughty embarks on a global expedition to discover how other cultures care for the dead. From
Zoroastrian sky burials to wish-granting Bolivian skulls, she investigates the world’s funerary customs and expands our sense of
what it means to treat the dead with dignity. Her account questions the rituals of the American funeral industry—especially chemical
embalming—and suggests that the most effective traditions are those that allow mourners to personally attend to the body of the
deceased. Exquisitely illustrated by artist Landis Blair, From Here to Eternity is an adventure into the morbid unknown, a
fascinating tour through the unique ways people everywhere confront mortality.
A Columbia University physician comes across a popular medieval text on dying well written after the horror of the Black Plague
and discovers ancient wisdom for rethinking death and gaining insight today on how we can learn the lost art of dying well in this
wise, clear-eyed book that is as compelling and soulful as Being Mortal, When Breath Becomes Air, and Smoke Gets in Your
Eyes. As a specialist in both medical ethics and the treatment of older patients, Dr. L. S. Dugdale knows a great deal about the
end of life. Far too many of us die poorly, she argues. Our culture has overly medicalized death: dying is often institutional and
sterile, prolonged by unnecessary resuscitations and other intrusive interventions. We are not going gently into that good night—our
reliance on modern medicine can actually prolong suffering and strip us of our dignity. Yet our lives do not have to end this way.
Centuries ago, in the wake of the Black Plague, a text was published offering advice to help the living prepare for a good death.
Written during the late Middle Ages, ars moriendi—The Art of Dying—made clear that to die well, one first had to live well and
described what practices best help us prepare. When Dugdale discovered this Medieval book, it was a revelation. Inspired by its
holistic approach to the final stage we must all one day face, she draws from this forgotten work, combining its wisdom with the
knowledge she has gleaned from her long medical career. The Lost Art of Dying is a twenty-first century ars moriendi, filled with
much-needed insight and thoughtful guidance that will change our perceptions. By recovering our sense of finitude, confronting our
fears, accepting how our bodies age, developing meaningful rituals, and involving our communities in end-of-life care, we can
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discover what it means to both live and die well. And like the original ars moriendi, The Lost Art of Dying includes nine black-andwhite drawings from artist Michael W. Dugger. Dr. Dugdale offers a hopeful perspective on death and dying as she shows us how
to adapt the wisdom from the past to our lives today. The Lost Art of Dying is a vital, affecting book that reconsiders death, death
culture, and how we can transform how we live each day, including our last.
"Beyond the End (A Gospel of Death)" is the preliminary and unedited version of a multiple volume series of Christian-horror
books, which are loosely based on visions that the author and multiple individuals have experienced during failed suicide attempts.
The testimonials have been formatted into gripping stories that encompass a post-apocalyptic and historical atrocity chronicle. The
amazingly horrific and shocking tales will take you on a dark and terrifying journey into a supernatural world, void of the grace of
God, thereby glorifying the contrast of a great and gracious life that one is privileged to live while alive in Christ! NOT FOR
SENSITIVE READERS!
"Soul Afterlife - Beyond the Near-Death Experience" is an unorthodox examination of death, soul life and the process of a
plausable reincarnation. By traveling outside the restrictions of traditional convictions, near-death experiences start to take on the
appearance of walking along the parameter of an extremely complex afterlife. Beyond our ego defined picture of what occurs after
we take our last breath lies somethin extraordinary and magically powerful
Who are we? Where did we come from? Where are we going? How do we get there? Many have asked these questions, and
many have attempted to answer them. But there is another question Good Life, Good Death asks us to contemplate: how does the
idea of life after death affect how we live our lives? Gelek Rimpoche tells stories of the mystical Tibet he lived in, as well as the
contemporary America he is now a citizen of, and shares the wisdom of the great masters. He asks us to open our minds and see
if we can entertain a bigger picture of life after life, even for a moment. He makes the connection between powerful emotions such
as anger, obsession, jealousy and pride, and our past as well as our future.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • This inspiring, exquisitely observed memoir finds hope and
beauty in the face of insurmountable odds as an idealistic young neurosurgeon attempts to answer the question What makes a life
worth living? NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • People • NPR • The Washington Post • Slate • Harper’s Bazaar • Time Out New
York • Publishers Weekly • BookPage Finalist for the PEN Center USA Literary Award in Creative Nonfiction and the Books for a
Better Life Award in Inspirational Memoir At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a
neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next
he was a patient struggling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When Breath Becomes
Air chronicles Kalanithi’s transformation from a naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the question of what, given
that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical
place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new father confronting his own mortality. What makes life worth living in the
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face of death? What do you do when the future, no longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present?
What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another fades away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi
wrestles with in this profoundly moving, exquisitely observed memoir. Paul Kalanithi died in March 2015, while working on this
book, yet his words live on as a guide and a gift to us all. “I began to realize that coming face to face with my own mortality, in a
sense, had changed nothing and everything,” he wrote. “Seven words from Samuel Beckett began to repeat in my head: ‘I can’t
go on. I’ll go on.’” When Breath Becomes Air is an unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on the challenge of facing death and on
the relationship between doctor and patient, from a brilliant writer who became both.
A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK CRITICS’ TOP 10 BOOK OF THE YEAR “In its loving, fierce specificity, this book on how to die is
also a blessedly saccharine-free guide for how to live” (The New York Times). Former NEA fellow and Pushcart Prize-winning
writer Sallie Tisdale offers a lyrical, thought-provoking, yet practical perspective on death and dying in Advice for Future Corpses
(and Those Who Love Them). Informed by her many years working as a nurse, with more than a decade in palliative care, Tisdale
provides a frank, direct, and compassionate meditation on the inevitable. From the sublime (the faint sound of Mozart as you take
your last breath) to the ridiculous (lessons on how to close the sagging jaw of a corpse), Tisdale leads us through the peaks and
troughs of death with a calm, wise, and humorous hand. Advice for Future Corpses is more than a how-to manual or a spiritual
bible: it is a graceful compilation of honest and intimate anecdotes based on the deaths Tisdale has witnessed in her work and life,
as well as stories from cultures, traditions, and literature around the world. Tisdale explores all the heartbreaking, beautiful,
terrifying, confusing, absurd, and even joyful experiences that accompany the work of dying, including: A Good Death: What does
it mean to die “a good death”? Can there be more than one kind of good death? What can I do to make my death, or the deaths of
my loved ones, good? Communication: What to say and not to say, what to ask, and when, from the dying, loved ones, doctors,
and more. Last Months, Weeks, Days, and Hours: What you might expect, physically and emotionally, including the limitations,
freedoms, pain, and joy of this unique time. Bodies: What happens to a body after death? What options are available to me after
my death, and how do I choose—and make sure my wishes are followed? Grief: “Grief is the story that must be told over and
over...Grief is the breath after the last one.” Beautifully written and compulsively readable, Advice for Future Corpses offers the
resources and reassurance that we all need for planning the ends of our lives, and is essential reading for future corpses
everywhere. “Sallie Tisdale’s elegantly understated new book pretends to be a user’s guide when in fact it’s a profound
meditation” (David Shields, bestselling author of Reality Hunger).

We can’t avoid death, but the prospect is a lot less terrifying since the Supreme Court of Canada legalized physicianassisted death. Competent adults, suffering grievously from intolerable medical conditions, will have the right to ask for a
doctor’s help in ending their lives. That much is clear. The challenge now is to pass legislation that reflects this landmark
decision and develop regulations that reconcile the Charter rights of both doctors and patients. If we get the balance right
between compassion for the suffering and protection of Page
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responsibility, we can set an example for the world. A Good Death is timely, engaging and inspiring. In taking on our
ultimate human right, award-winning journalist Sandra Martin charts the history of the right to die movement here and
abroad through the personal stories of brave campaigners like Sue Rodriguez, Brittany Maynard and Gloria Taylor.
Martin weighs the evidence from permissive jurisdictions such as the Netherlands, Oregon, California, Switzerland and
Quebec and portrays her own intellectual and emotional journey through the tangled legal, medical, religious and political
documentation concerning terminal sedation, slippery slopes, and the sanctity of life. Modern death has become a
wrenching political dilemma, one that becomes more pressing as the population ages. A Good Death confronts our fears
about dying, our struggle for meaning, and our dread of being trapped by voracious medical technology in a nightmare
world that has abandoned caring in pursuit of curing, no matter the cost or the suffering to patients and their families. A
Good Death asks the tough question none of us can avoid: How do we want to die? The answer will change your life—and
your death.
Death in the Victorian Family explores family experiences of dying, death, grieving, and mourning in the years between
1830 and 1920. The author examines the experiences of 55 families, including the Gladstones, the Lytteltons, and the
Royal Family.
"Morbid and illuminating" (Entertainment Weekly)—a young mortician goes behind the scenes of her curious profession.
Armed with a degree in medieval history and a flair for the macabre, Caitlin Doughty took a job at a crematory and turned
morbid curiosity into her life’s work. She cared for bodies of every color, shape, and affliction, and became an intrepid
explorer in the world of the dead. In this best-selling memoir, brimming with gallows humor and vivid characters, she
marvels at the gruesome history of undertaking and relates her unique coming-of-age story with bold curiosity and
mordant wit. By turns hilarious, dark, and uplifting, Smoke Gets in Your Eyes reveals how the fear of dying warps our
society and "will make you reconsider how our culture treats the dead" (San Francisco Chronicle).
A Good Death is a candid and provocative account of the experiences of many terminally ill people Dr Rodney Syme has
assisted to end their lives. Over the past thirty years Syme has challenged the law on voluntary euthanasia—at first
clandestinely and now publicly—risking prosecution in doing so. He again risks prosecution for writing this book. A Good
Death is a moving journey with those who came to Syme for help, and a meditation on what it means in our culture to
confront death. It is also a doctor's personal story about the moral dilemmas and ethical choices he faces working within
the grey areas of the law. In this important book, Rodney Syme argues for the end of the unofficial 'conspiracy' of silence
within the medical profession and the decriminalisation of voluntary euthanasia in Australia. Through Syme's
determination to tell the stories of those who he has assisted to die with dignity, A Good Death also draws wider lessons
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of value for those who find themselves in a similar situation.
This book explores the Care Trust concept promoted by central government for improving partnership working between
health and social care. Using case studies and examples to raise current issues related to partnership working it explains
how Care Trusts are bridging the gap between health and social care and considers how they are delivering more coordinated services and improved outcomes. All healthcare and social care professionals with responsibility for involved in
or affected by the new partnership working arrangements will find this book useful reading.
A gripping crime thriller set in Catalonia. A killer is targeting hate figures in the Catalan city of Girona – a loan shark, a
corrupt priest, four thugs who have blighted the streets of the old quarter. Each corpse is posed in a way whose meaning
no one can fathom. Elisenda Domènech, the head of the city’s newly-formed Serious Crime Unit, is determined to do all
she can to stop the attacks. She believes the attacker is drawing on the city’s legends to choose his targets, but her
colleagues aren’t convinced and her investigation is blocked at every turn. Battling against the press, the public and
even some of the police, she finds herself forced to question her own values. But when the attacks start to include less
deserving victims, the pressure is suddenly on Elisenda to stop him. The question is: how? With City of Good Death
Chris Lloyd launches a gripping new series sure to appeal to readers of Val McDermid and the Inspector Montalbano
novels. Don't miss the second book in Inspector Domènech Crime ThrillerCity of Buried Ghosts, out now.
The authoritative, informative, and reassuring guide on end-of-life care for our aging population. Most people say they
would like to die quietly at home. But overly aggressive medical advice, coupled with an unrealistic sense of invincibility
or overconfidence in our health-care system, results in the majority of elderly patients misguidedly dying in institutions.
Many undergo painful procedures instead of having the better and more peaceful death they deserve. AT PEACE
outlines specific active and passive steps that older patients and their health-care proxies can take to ensure loved ones
live their last days comfortably at home and/or in hospice when further aggressive care is inappropriate. Through Dr.
Samuel Harrington's own experience with the aging and deaths of his parents and of working with patients, he describes
the terminal patterns of the six most common chronic diseases; how to recognize a terminal diagnosis even when the
doctor is not clear about it; how to have the hard conversation about end-of-life wishes; how to minimize painful
treatments; when to seek hospice care; and how to deal with dementia and other special issues. Informed by more than
thirty years of clinical practice, Dr. Harrington came to understand that the American health-care system wasn't designed
to treat the aging population with care and compassion. His work as a hospice trustee and later as a hospital trustee
drove his passion for helping patients make appropriate end-of-life decisions.
Whatever your age, making key decisions about your medical care now can help you maintain your dignity and autonomy
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for as long as possible. In Letting Go, an expert explains why living well includes planning for life's end. Thanks to
miraculous medical advances, we are now living longer and longer. But this means that many individuals are now faced
with making complex medical decisions, for themselves and for others, in times of great stress. How far should doctors
go when trying to prolong life? How can we decide what is 'too far' and 'not far enough'? Letting Gois an introduction to
the kinds of decisions that we can all face in a medical crisis. It shows us how to start thinking about our end-of-life stage
before we get there, and how to make an advanced care plan that will help people make decisions on our behalf.
Drawing on many years of experience as an intensive-care specialist, and writing with great insight and compassion, Dr
Corke shows us all how we can do dying better.
Beyond the Good DeathThe Anthropology of Modern DyingUniversity of Pennsylvania Press
Winner of the Pulitzer prize in 1974 and the culmination of a life's work, The Denial of Death is Ernest Becker's brilliant
and impassioned answer to the 'why' of human existence. In bold contrast to the predominant Freudian school of thought,
Becker tackles the problem of the vital lie - man's refusal to acknowledge his own mortality. The book argues that human
civilisation is a defence against the knowledge that we are mortal beings. Becker states that humans live in both the
physical world and a symbolic world of meaning, which is where our 'immortality project' resides. We create in order to
become immortal - to become part of something we believe will last forever. In this way we hope to give our lives
meaning.In The Denial of Death, Becker sheds new light on the nature of humanity and issues a call to life and its living
that still resonates decades after it was written.
Following the death of her father, journalist and hospice volunteer Ann Neumann sets out to examine what it means to
die well in the United States. When Ann Neumann’s father was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, she left her
job and moved back to her hometown of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. She became his full-time caregiver—cooking, cleaning,
and administering medications. When her father died, she was undone by the experience, by grief and the visceral
quality of dying. Neumann struggled to put her life back in order and found herself haunted by a question: Was her
father’s death a good death? The way we talk about dying and the way we actually die are two very different things, she
discovered, and many of us are shielded from what death actually looks like. To gain a better understanding, Neumann
became a hospice volunteer and set out to discover what a good death is today. She attended conferences, academic
lectures, and grief sessions in church basements. She went to Montana to talk with the attorney who successfully argued
for the legalization of aid in dying, and to Scranton, Pennsylvania, to listen to “pro-life” groups who believe the removal
of feeding tubes from some patients is tantamount to murder. Above all, she listened to the stories of those who were
close to death. What Neumann found is that death in contemporary America is much more complicated than we think.
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Medical technologies and increased life expectancies have changed the very definition of medical death. And although
death is our common fate, it is also a divisive issue that we all experience differently. What constitutes a good death is
unique to each of us, depending on our age, race, economic status, culture, and beliefs. What’s more, differing concepts
of choice, autonomy, and consent make death a contested landscape, governed by social, medical, legal, and religious
systems. In these pages, Neumann brings us intimate portraits of the nurses, patients, bishops, bioethicists, and activists
who are shaping the way we die. The Good Death presents a fearless examination of how we approach death, and how
those of us close to dying loved ones live in death’s wake.
In November 1998, millions of television viewers watched as Thomas Youk died. Suffering from the late stages of Lou
Gehrig's disease, Youk had called upon infamous Michigan pathologist Dr. Jack Kevorkian to help end his life on his own
terms. After delivering the videotape to 60 Minutes, Kevorkian was arrested and convicted of manslaughter, despite the
fact that Youk's family firmly believed that the ending of his life qualified as a good death. Death is political, as the
controversies surrounding Jack Kevorkian and, more recently, Terri Schiavo have shown. While death is a natural event,
modern end-of-life experiences are shaped by new medical, demographic, and cultural trends. People who are dying are
kept alive, sometimes against their will or the will of their family, with powerful medications, machines, and "heroic
measures." Current research on end-of-life issues is substantial, involving many fields. Beyond the Good Death takes an
anthropological approach, examining the changes in our concept of death over the last several decades. As author
James W. Green determines, the attitudes of today's baby boomers differ greatly from those of their parents and
grandparents, who spoke politely and in hushed voices of those who had "passed away." Dr. Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, in
the 1960s, gave the public a new language for speaking openly about death with her "five steps of dying." If we talked
more about death, she emphasized, it would become less fearful for everyone. The term "good death" reentered the
public consciousness as narratives of AIDS, cancer, and other chronic diseases were featured on talk shows and in
popular books such as the best-selling Tuesdays with Morrie. Green looks at a number of contemporary secular
American death practices that are still informed by an ancient religious ethos. Most important, Beyond the Good Death
provides an interpretation of the ways in which Americans react when death is at hand for themselves or for those they
care about.
Death - and what lies beyond - is not something you consider every day. But the thought of it raises some intriguing
questions: Are there good reasons for believing in life after death? What is the afterlife like? How valid are the reports of
near death experiences? Do heaven and hell exist? And if so, how can hell be reconciled with a loving God? By sharing
the very latest scientific, philosophical, anthropological, ethical, and theological evidence on life after death, noted
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Christian scholars Habermas and Moreland present a strong case for immortality with this book. They begin by taking up
the question of whether life after death is real and what evidence supports its reality. They then explore what the afterlife
is like and go on to show how having this reality in your future should affect the way you live here and now. This book will
reassure you that there's no need to fear death - as long as you're prepared eternity that follows. It's also a great aid in
developing a serious biblical, rational, and even scientific defense for the belief in life beyond the grave.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Read with Jenna Book Club Pick as Featured on Today • As a young mother facing
a terminal diagnosis, Julie Yip-Williams began to write her story, a story like no other. What began as the chronicle of an
imminent and early death became something much more—a powerful exhortation to the living. “An exquisitely moving
portrait of the daily stuff of life.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • Time • Real Simple • Good Housekeeping That Julie
Yip-Williams survived infancy was a miracle. Born blind in Vietnam, she narrowly escaped euthanasia at the hands of her
grandmother, only to flee with her family the political upheaval of her country in the late 1970s. Loaded into a rickety boat
with three hundred other refugees, Julie made it to Hong Kong and, ultimately, America, where a surgeon at UCLA gave
her partial sight. She would go on to become a Harvard-educated lawyer, with a husband, a family, and a life she had
once assumed would be impossible. Then, at age thirty-seven, with two little girls at home, Julie was diagnosed with
terminal metastatic colon cancer, and a different journey began. The Unwinding of the Miracle is the story of a vigorous
life refracted through the prism of imminent death. When she was first diagnosed, Julie Yip-Williams sought clarity and
guidance through the experience and, finding none, began to write her way through it—a chronicle that grew beyond her
imagining. Motherhood, marriage, the immigrant experience, ambition, love, wanderlust, tennis, fortune-tellers, grief,
reincarnation, jealousy, comfort, pain, the marvel of the body in full rebellion—this book is as sprawling and majestic as
the life it records. It is inspiring and instructive, delightful and shattering. It is a book of indelible moments, seared
deep—an incomparable guide to living vividly by facing hard truths consciously. With humor, bracing honesty, and the
cleansing power of well-deployed anger, Julie Yip-Williams set the stage for her lasting legacy and one final miracle: the
story of her life. Praise for The Unwinding of the Miracle “Everything worth understanding and holding on to is in this
book. . . . A miracle indeed.”—Kelly Corrigan, New York Times bestselling author “A beautifully written, moving, and
compassionate chronicle that deserves to be read and absorbed widely.”—Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize–winning
author of The Emperor of All Maladies
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A special 20th anniversary edition of the beloved book that changed millions of
lives—with a new afterword by the author Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older,
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patient and wise, who understood you when you were young and searching, helped you see the world as a more
profound place, gave you sound advice to help you make your way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie
Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years ago. Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as you
made your way, and the insights faded, and the world seemed colder. Wouldn't you like to see that person again, ask the
bigger questions that still haunt you, receive wisdom for your busy life today the way you once did when you were
younger? Mitch Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life.
Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited with Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their
rekindled relationship turned into one final “class”: lessons in how to live. Tuesdays with Morrie is a magical chronicle of
their time together, through which Mitch shares Morrie's lasting gift with the world.
"The scholarship devoted to the complicity of German physicians in the Holocaust is rich and detailed, but there remains,
as Michael Bryant demonstrates, still more to learn. It is well established that the techniques employed by the Nazis to
exterminate Jews and others in concentration camps were first applied to people in state hospitals who were deemed
mentally disabled or terminally ill. What has been less thoroughly investigated is the postwar response of both the Allies
and the Germans to these atrocities. Bryant fills the gap with a systematic account of the judicial proceedings against
those charged with killing the disabled." New England Journal of Medicine
Beyond the Body presents a new and sophisticated approach to death, dying and bereavement, and the sociology of the
body. The authors challenge existing theories that put the body at the centre of identity. They go 'beyond the body' to
highlight the persistence of self-identity even when the body itself has been disposed of or is missing. Chapters draw
together a wide range of empirical data, including cross-cultural case studies and fieldwork to examine both the
management of the corpse and the construction of the 'soul' or 'spirit' by focusing on the work of: *undertakers
*embalmers *coroners *clergy *clairvoyants *exorcists *bereavement counsellors.
Best-selling author and mortician Caitlin Doughty answers real questions from kids about death, dead bodies, and
decomposition.
Looking at the cultural responses to death and dying, this collection explores the emotional aspects that death provokes in
humans, whether it is disgust, fear, awe, sadness, anger, or even joy. Whereas most studies of death and dying treat the subject
from an objective viewpoint, the scholars in this collection recognize their inherent connection with death which allows for a new
and more personal form of study. More broadly, this collection suggests a new paradigm in the study of death and dying.
Assesses the impact of the enormous carnage of the Civil War on every aspect of American life from a material, political,
intellectual, cultural, social, and spiritual perspective.
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This title provides professionals who care for the dying with a user-friendly guide on how to render the best possible treatment.
Winner of the Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing, Priyanka Champaneri’s transcendent debut novel brings us inside
India’s holy city of Banaras, where the manager of a death hostel shepherds the dying who seek the release of a good death,
while his own past refuses to let him go. Banaras, Varanasi, Kashi: India’s holy city on the banks of the Ganges has many names
but holds one ultimate promise for Hindus. It is the place where pilgrims come for a good death, to be released from the cycle of
reincarnation by purifying fire. As the dutiful manager of a death hostel in Kashi, Pramesh welcomes the dying and assists families
bound for the funeral pyres that burn constantly on the ghats. The soul is gone, the body is burnt, the time is past, he tells them.
Detach. After ten years in the timeless city, Pramesh can nearly persuade himself that here, there is no past or future. He lives
contentedly at the death hostel with his wife, Shobha, their young daughter, Rani, the hostel priests, his hapless but winning
assistant, and the constant flow of families with their dying. But one day the past arrives in the lifeless form of a man pulled from
the river—a man with an uncanny resemblance to Pramesh. Called “twins” in their childhood village, he and his cousin Sagar are
inseparable until Pramesh leaves to see the outside world and Sagar stays to tend the land. After Pramesh marries Shobha,
defying his family’s wishes, a rift opens up between the cousins that he has long since tried to forget. Do not look back. Detach.
But for Shobha, Sagar’s reemergence casts a shadow over the life she’s built for her family. Soon, an unwelcome guest takes up
residence in the death hostel, the dying mysteriously continue to live, and Pramesh is forced to confront his own ideas about
death, rebirth, and redemption. Told in lush, vivid detail and with an unforgettable cast of characters, The City of Good Death is a
remarkable debut novel of family and love, memory and ritual, and the ways in which we honor the living and the dead. PRAISE
FOR THE CITY OF GOOD DEATH “In Champaneri’s ambitious, vivid debut, the dying come to the holy city of Kashi to die a
good death that frees them from the burden of reincarnation…. In sharp prose, Champaneri explores the power of stories—those the
characters tell themselves, those told about them, and those they believe. . . . This epic, magical story of death teems with life.”
—Publishers Weekly “Brimming with characters whose lives overlap and whose stories interweave, Champaneri’s exquisite debut
delves into the consequences of the past, and how stories that are told can become reality even when they contain barely a shred
of truth. As Pramesh discovers, the bitterness of past wounds can bring hope for redemption and life.” —Bridget Thoreson, Booklist
“Lush prose evokes the thick, close atmosphere of Kashi and the intricate religious practices upon which life and death depend.
Rumor and superstition hold sway over even the most level-headed people, twisting what’s explainable into something
extraordinary—with tragic consequences. . . . The City of Good Death is a breathtaking, unforgettable novel about how
remembering the past is just as important as moving on.” —Eileen Gonzalez, Foreword Reviews, Starred Review "Champaneri’s
Kashi is teeming and vivid . . . the book frequently charms, and it's as full of humor, warmth, and mystery as Kashi’s own
marketplace." —Kirkus Reviews “The City of Good Death is the debut novel of Priyanka Champaneri but it has the confidence of a
master storyteller. Drawing on the rich literary traditions of Salman Rushdie and Arundhati Roy, Champaneri’s epic saga will
satisfy armchair travelers thirsty for adventure, and sick of looking out their windows.” —Chicago Review of Books "In intricate
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detail and with remarkable skill, Champaneri writes a powerful tale about the pull of the past and our aching need to understand
the mysteries and misunderstandings that thwart our relationships. An atmospheric and immersive debut with a rich cast of
characters you won’t soon forget." —Marjan Kamali, author of The Stationery Shop
In his first novel, A Happy Death, written when he was in his early twenties and retrieved from his private papers following his
death in I960, Albert Camus laid the foundation for The Stranger, focusing in both works on an Algerian clerk who kills a man in
cold blood. But he also revealed himself to an extent that he never would in his later fiction. For if A Happy Death is the study of a
rule-bound being shattering the fetters of his existence, it is also a remarkably candid portrait of its author as a young man. As the
novel follows the protagonist, Patrice Mersault, to his victim's house -- and then, fleeing, in a journey that takes him through stages
of exile, hedonism, privation, and death -it gives us a glimpse into the imagination of one of the great writers of the twentieth
century. For here is the young Camus himself, in love with the sea and sun, enraptured by women yet disdainful of romantic love,
and already formulating the philosophy of action and moral responsibility that would make him central to the thought of our time.
Translated from the French by Richard Howard
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