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Berenike And The Ancient Maritime Spice Route
This volume presents a systematic and fresh interpretation of a mid-second-century AD papyrus - the so-called Muziris papyrus - which
preserves on its two sides fragments of a unique pair of documents: on one side, a loan agreement to finance a commercial enterprise to
South India and, on the other, an assessment of the fiscal value of a South Indian cargo imported on a ship named the Hermapollon. The two
texts, whose informative potential has long been underexploited, clarify several aspects of the early Roman Empire's trade with South India,
including transport logistics, financial and legal elements in the loan agreement funding the commercial enterprise, the trade goods included
in the South Indian cargo, and the technicalities of calculating and collecting Roman customs duties on the Indian imports. This study also
considers imperial fiscal policy as it related to the South Indian trade, the overall evolution of Rome's trade relations with South India, the
structure and organization of South Indian trade stakeholders, and the role played by private tax-collectors. The in-depth analysis sheds new
light on this important sector of the Roman economy during the first two centuries AD in two innovative ways: through a balanced
consideration of South Indian sources and data, and by drawing comparisons with the pepper trade from late antiquity, the Middle Ages, and
early modernity, resulting in a longue dure perspective on the western trade in South Indian pepper.
The period from the death of Alexander the Great to the rise of the Islam (c. late fourth century BCE to seventh century CE) saw a significant
growth in economic, diplomatic and cultural exchange between various civilisations in Africa, Europe and Asia. This was in large part thanks
to the Indian Ocean trade. Peoples living in the Roman Empire, Parthia, India and South East Asia increasingly had access to exotic foreign
products, while the lands from which they derived, and the peoples inhabiting these lands, also captured the imagination, finding expression
in a number of literary and poetic works. The Indian Ocean Trade in Antiquity provides a range of chapters that explore the economic, political
and cultural impact of this trade on these diverse societies, written by international experts working in the fields of Classics, Archaeology,
South Asian studies, Near Eastern studies and Art History. The three major themes of the book are the development of this trade, how
consumption and exchange impacted on societal developments, and how the Indian Ocean trade influenced the literary creations of GraecoRoman and Indian authors. This volume will be of interest not only to academics and students of antiquity, but also to scholars working on
later periods of Indian Ocean history who will find this work a valuable resource.
This volume presents eighteen papers by leading Roman historians and archaeologists discussing trade in the Roman Empire during the
period c.100 BC to AD 350. It focuses especially on the role of the Roman state in shaping the institutional framework for trade within and
outside the empire, in taxing that trade, and in intervening in the markets to ensure the supply of particular commodities, especially for the city
of Rome and for the army. As part of a novel interdisciplinary approach to the subject, the chapters address its myriad facets on the basis of
broadly different sources of evidence: historical, papyrological, and archaeological. They are grouped into three sections, covering
institutional factors (taxation, legal structures, market regulation, financial institutions); evidence for long-distance trade within the empire in
wood, stone, glass, and pottery; and trade beyond the frontiers, with the east (as far as China), India, Arabia, the Red Sea, and the Sahara.
Rome's external trade with realms to the east emerges as being of particular significance, but it is in the eastern part of the empire itself
where the state appears to have adapted the mechanisms of taxation in collaboration with the elite holders of wealth to support its need for
revenue. On the other hand, the price of that collaboration, which was in effect a fiscal partnership, ultimately led in the longer term in slightly
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different forms in the east and the west to a fundamental change in the political character of the empire.
This volume represents a multi-disciplinary effort to examine East Africa and the Western Indian Ocean. Multiple lines of evidence drawn from
linguistics, archaeology, history, art history, and ethnography come together in novel ways to highlight different aspects of the region’s past
and offer innovative avenues for future research.
The Silk Roads are the symbol of the interconnectedness of ancient Eurasian civilizations. Using challenging land and maritime routes,
merchants and adventurers, diplomats and missionaries, sailors and soldiers, and camels, horses and ships, carried their commodities,
ideas, languages and pathogens enormous distances across Eurasia. The result was an underlying unity that traveled the length of the
routes, and which is preserved to this day, expressed in common technologies, artistic styles, cultures and religions, and even disease and
immunity patterns. In words and images, Craig Benjamin explores the processes that allowed for the comingling of so many goods, ideas,
and diseases around a geographical hub deep in central Eurasia. He argues that the first Silk Roads era was the catalyst for an extraordinary
increase in the complexity of human relationships and collective learning, a complexity that helped drive our species inexorably along a path
towards modernity.
Egypt under the Romans (30 BCE–3rd century CE) was a period when local deserts experienced an unprecedented flurry of activity. In the
Eastern Desert, a marked increase in desert traffic came from imperial prospecting/quarrying activities and caravans transporting wares to
and from the Red Sea ports. In the Western Desert, resilient camels slowly became primary beasts of burden in desert travel, enabling
caravaneers to lengthen daily marching distances across previously inhospitable dunes. Desert road archaeology has used satellite imaging,
landscape studies and network analysis to plot desert trail networks with greater accuracy; however, it is often difficult to date roadside
installations and thus assess how these networks evolved in scope and density in reaction to climatic, social and technological change.
Roads in the Deserts of Roman Egypt examines evidence for desert roads in Roman Egypt and assesses Roman influence on the road
density in two select desert areas: the central and southern section of the Eastern Desert and the central Marmarican Plateau and discusses
geographical and social factors influencing road use in the period, demonstrating that Roman overseers of these lands adapted remarkably
well to local desert conditions, improving roads and developing the trail network. Crucially, the author reconceptualises desert trails as linear
corridor structures that follow expedient routes in the desert landscape, passing through at least two functional nodes attracting human traffic,
be those water sources, farmlands, mines/quarries, trade hubs, military installations or actual settlements. The ‘route of least resistance’
across the desert varied from period to period according to the available road infrastructure and beasts of burden employed. Roman
administration in Egypt not only increased the density of local desert ‘node’ networks, but also facilitated internodal connections with camel
caravans and transformed the Sahara by establishing new, or embellishing existing, nodes, effectively funnelling desert traffic into discernible
corridors.Significantly, not all desert areas of Egypt are equally suited for anthropogenic development, but almost all have been optimised in
one way or another, with road installations built for added comfort and safety of travellers. Accordingly, the study of how Romans successfully
adapted to desert travel is of wider significance to the study of deserts and ongoing expansion due to global warming.
This handbook places emphasis on modern/contemporary times, and offers relevant sophisticated and comprehensive overviews. It aims to
emphasize the religious, economic, political, cultural and social connections between Africa and the rest of the world and features
comparisons as well as an interdisciplinary approach in order to examine the place of Africa in global history. "This book makes an important
contribution to the discussion on the place of Africa in the world and of the world in Africa. An outstanding work of scholarship, it powerfully
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demonstrates that Africa is not marginal to global concerns. Its labor and resources have made our world, and the continent deserves our
respect." – Mukhtar Umar Bunza, Professor of Social History, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, and Commissioner for Higher
Education, Kebbi State, Nigeria "This is a deep plunge into the critical place of Africa in global history. The handbook blends a rich set of
important tapestries and analysis of the conceptual framework of African diaspora histories, imperialism and globalization. By foregrounding
the authentic voices of African interpreters of transnational interactions and exchanges, the Handbook demonstrates a genuine commitment
to the promotion of decolonized and indigenous knowledge on African continent and its peoples." – Samuel Oloruntoba, Visiting Research
Professor, Institute of African Studies, Carleton University
The notion of the “Silk Road” that the German geographer Ferdinand von Richthofen invented in the 19th century has lost attraction to
scholars in light of large amounts of new evidence and new approaches. The handbook suggests new conceptual and methodological tools
for researching ancient economic exchange in a global perspective with a strong focus on recent debates on the nature of pre-modern
empires. The interdisciplinary team of Chinese, Indian and Graeco-Roman historians, archaeologists and anthropologists that has written this
handbook compares different forms of economic development in agrarian and steppe regions in a period of accelerated empire formation
during 300 BCE and 300 CE. It investigates inter-imperial zones and networks of exchange which were crucial for ancient Eurasian
connections. Volume I provides a comparative history of the most important empires forming in Northern Africa, Europe and Asia between
300 BCE and 300 CE. It surveys a wide range of evidence that can be brought to bear on economic development in the these empires, and
takes stock of the ways academic traditions have shaped different understandings of economic and imperial development as well as SilkRoad exchange in Russia, China, India and Western Graeco-Roman history.
Kevin Greene shows how archaeology can help provide a more balanced view of the Roman economy by informing the classical historian
about geographical areas and classes of society that received little attention from the largely aristocratic classical writers whose work
survives.

The battle of Actium waged in 31 BC and the annexation of Egypt in 30 BC to the Roman Empire opened up avenues for
increased commercial contact between the Roman Empire, South Asia in general and India in particular and the port of
Muziris was the premier trading post of India. In this volume, eminent international scholars from the USA, Switzerland,
United Kingdom, France, Italy as well as India provide detailed analysis of maritime trade in the Indian Ocean region in
the early historic period.
Strabo's Geography, completed in the early first century AD, is the primary source for the history of Greek geography.
This Guide provides the first English analysis of and commentary on this long and difficult text, and serves as a
companion to the author's The Geography of Strabo, the first English translation of the work in many years. It thoroughly
analyzes each of the seventeen books and provides perhaps the most thorough bibliography as yet created for Strabo's
work. Careful attention is paid to the historical and cultural data, the thousands of toponyms, and the many lost historical
sources that are preserved only in the Geography. This volume guides readers through the challenges and complexities
of the text, allowing an enhanced understanding of the numerous
topics that Strabo covers, from the travels of Alexander
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and the history of the Mediterranean to science, religion, and cult.
Across the Ocean contains nine essays, each dedicated to a key question in the history of the trade relations between
the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean from Antiquity to the Early Modern period: the role of the state in the Red Sea
trade, Roman policy in the Red Sea, the function of Trajan’s Canal, the pepper trade, the pearl trade, the Nabataean
middlemen, the use of gold in ancient India, the constant renewal of the Indian Ocean ports of trade, and the rise and
demise of the VOC.
This volume fluctuates between conceptualizations of movement; either movements that buildings in the medieval
Mediterranean facilitated, or the movements of the users and audiences of architecture. From medieval Anatolia to
Southern France and the Genoese colony of Pera across Constantinople, The Fluctuating Sea investigates how the
relationship between movement and the experiences of a multiplicity of users with different social backgrounds can
provide a new perspective on architectural history. The book acknowledges the shared characteristics of medieval
Mediterranean architecture, but it also argues that for the majority of people inhabiting the fragmented microecologies of
the Mediterranean, architecture was a highly localized phenomenon. It is the connectivity of such localized experiences
that The Fluctuating Sea uncovers. The Fluctuating Sea is a valuable source for students and scholars of the medieval
Mediterranean and architectural history.
This student-friendly introduction to the archaeology of ancientEgypt guides readers from the Paleolithic to the GrecoRomanperiods, and has now been updated to include recent discoveries andnew illustrations. • Superbly illustrated with
photographs, maps, and siteplans, with additional illustrations in this new edition • Organized into 11 chapters, covering:
thehistory of Egyptology and Egyptian archaeology; prehistoric andpharaonic chronology and the ancient Egyptian
language; geography,resources, and environment; and seven chapters organizedchronologically and devoted to specific
archaeological sites andevidence • Includes sections on salient topics such as theconstructing the Great Pyramid at Giza
and the process ofmummification
Artefact evidence has the unique power to illuminate many aspects of life that are rarely explored in written sources. This
book presents the first in-depth study that uses everyday artefacts as its principal source of evidence to transform our
understanding of the society and culture of Roman and Late Antique Egypt.
The Red Sea has, from time immemorial, been one of the world’s most navigated spaces, in the pursuit of trade,
pilgrimage and conquest. Yet this multidimensional history remains largely unrevealed by its successive protagonists.
Intrigued by the absence of a holistic portrayal of this body of water and inspired by Fernand Braudel’s famous work on
the Mediterranean, this book brings alive a dynamic Red Sea world across time, revealing the particular features of a
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unique historical actor. In capturing this heretofore lost space, it also presents a critical, conceptual history of the sea,
leading the reader into the heart of Eurocentrism. The Sea, it is shown, is a vital element of the modern philosophy of
history. Alexis Wick is not satisfied with this inclusion of the Red Sea into history and attendant critique of Eurocentrism.
Contrapuntally, he explores how the world and the sea were imagined differently before imperial European hegemony.
Searching for the lost space of Ottoman visions of the sea, The Red Sea makes a deeper argument about the discipline
of history and the historian’s craft.
This edited book collects papers on latest research conducted in the Red Sea area within the wider context of the
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connection from prehistory to the contemporary era
"The Mycenaean civilization of the Greek Bronze Age was identified 150 years ago, yet its origins remain obscure. Jack
L. Davis, codirector of ongoing excavations at the Palace of Nestor at Pylos takes readers on a tour of the beginnings of
Mycenaean civilization through a case study of this important site. In collaboration with Sharon R. Stocker, Davis
demonstrates that this ancient place was a major node for the exchange of ideas between the already established
Minoan civilization, centered on the island of Crete, and the Greek mainland. Davis and Stocker show how this adoption
of Minoan culture created an ideology of power focused on a single individual, one that celebrated his military prowess
and invested him with divine authority--a figure instantly recognizable to readers of Homer and students of Greek history.
A Greek State in Formation makes the powerful case that a knowledge of the Greek Bronze Age is indispensable to the
Classics curriculum"-Oceanic Histories is the first comprehensive account of world history focused not on the land but viewed through the 70% of the Earth's
surface covered by water. Leading historians trace the history of the Indian, Pacific, and Atlantic Oceans and seas, from the Arctic and the
Baltic to the South China Sea and the Sea of Japan/Korea's East Sea, over the longue dure. Individual chapters trace the histories and the
historiographies of the various oceanic regions, with special attention given to the histories of circulation and particularity, the links between
human and non-human history and the connections and comparisons between parts of the World Ocean. Showcasing oceanic history as a
field with a long past and a vibrant future, these authoritative surveys, original arguments and guides to research make this volume an
indispensable resource for students and scholars alike.
This book illuminates the origins of Roman Christian diplomacy through two case studies: Constantius II’s imperial strategy in the Red Sea;
and John Chrysostom's ecclesiastical strategy in Gothia and Sasanian Persia. Both men have enjoyed a strong narrative tradition:
Constantius as a persecuting, theological fanatic, and Chrysostom as a stubborn, naïve reformer. Yet this tradition has often masked their
remarkable innovations. As part of his strategy for conquest, Constantius was forced to focus on Alexandria, demonstrating a carefully
orchestrated campaign along the principal eastern trade route. Meanwhile, whilst John Chrysostom' s preaching and social reform have
garnered extensive discussion, his late sermons and letters composed in exile reveal an ambitious program to establish church structures
outside imperial state control. The book demonstrates that these two pioneers innovated a diplomacy that utilised Christianity as a tool for
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forging alliances with external peoples; a procedure that would later become central to Byzantine statecraft. It will appeal to all those
interested in Early Christianity and late antique/medieval history.
This book examines the historic process traditionally referred to as the fall of Rome and rise of Islam from the perspective of the Red Sea, a
strategic waterway linking the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean and a distinct region incorporating Africa with Arabia. The transition from
Byzantium to the Caliphate is contextualized in the contestation of regional hegemony between Aksumite Ethiopia, Sasanian Iran, and the
Islamic Hijaz. The economic stimulus associated with Arab colonization is then considered, including the foundation of ports and roads linking
new metropolises and facilitating commercial expansion, particularly gold mining and the slave trade. Finally, the economic inheritance of the
Fatimids and the formation of the commercial networks glimpsed in the Cairo Geniza is contextualized in the diffusion of the Abbasid
'bourgeois revolution' and resumption of the 'India trade' under the Tulunids and Ziyadids. Tim Power's careful analysis reveals the complex
cultural and economic factors that provided a fertile ground for the origins of the Islamic civilization to take root in the Red Sea region, offering
a new perspective on a vital period of history.
Explores how early Christianity sought to define its relationship to speakers of foreign languages.
The Western Roman Empire collapsed more than 1500 years ago, while the Eastern Roman Empire survived for almost a thousand more
years. When the west collapsed, no one questioned why. It was simply the way things were. Than about 500 years ago scholars begin to
question just why the west should fail and the east survive. A long list of reasons have been presented, but they are seen as contributors to
the fall, and were not the primary cause. The Roman Empire was a military nation that was built by the sword. She was also a nation with
many internal conflicts. There is a tendency to examine Roman history from the sword, the turmoil, and the many internal conflicts, but Rome
was also an agricultural nation built by the plow and the sickle. When we take a close look at just how agriculture was managed, or in many
cases mismanaged, it becomes all to obvious why the Western Roman Empire collapsed so quickly, and why the Eastern Roman Empire
endured for a millennium.
Roman Egypt is a critical area of interdisciplinary research, which has steadily expanded since the 1970s and continues to grow. Egypt
played a pivotal role in the Roman empire, not only in terms of political, economic, and military strategies, but also as part of an intricate
cultural discourse involving themes that resonate today - east and west, old world and new, acculturation and shifting identities, patterns of
language use and religious belief, and the management of agriculture and trade. Roman Egypt was a literal and figurative crossroads shaped
by the movement of people, goods, and ideas, and framed by permeable boundaries of self and space. This handbook is unique in drawing
together many different strands of research on Roman Egypt, in order to suggest both the state of knowledge in the field and the possibilities
for collaborative, synthetic, and interpretive research. Arranged in seven thematic sections, each of which includes essays from a variety of
disciplinary vantage points and multiple sources of information, it offers new perspectives from both established and younger scholars,
featuring individual essay topics, themes, and intellectual juxtapositions.
This volume breaks new ground by conceptualizing landscape as a dynamic cultural complex in which the natural world and human practice
are inextricably linked and are constantly interacting. It examines the social and cultural construction of space in the early medieval period in
South Asia, as manifest in society, religious architecture and as shaped through trade and economic transactions.
This book gathers invited contributions from active researchers to provide an up-to-date overview of the geological setting of the Red Sea. It
discusses aspects ranging from historical information to modern research in the Red Sea, and presents findings from rapidly advancing,
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emerging fields. This semi-enclosed young ocean basin provides a unique opportunity to study the development of passive continental
margins in order to examine the current status of that region. In addition to studies on the Sea itself, it includes those from related fields on
the littoral zone. The book is of interest to geoscientists and non-specialists alike.
Empires of the Sea brings together studies of maritime empires from the Bronze Age to the Eighteenth Century. The volume develops the
category of maritime empire as a specific type of empire in both European and ‘non-western’ history.

A major new economic history of the ancient Mediterranean world In The Open Sea, J. G. Manning offers a major new history of
economic life in the Mediterranean world during the Iron Age, from Phoenician trading down to the Hellenistic era and the
beginning of Rome's supremacy. Drawing on a wide range of ancient sources and the latest social theory, Manning suggests that
the search for an illusory single ancient economy has obscured the diversity of the Mediterranean world, including changes in
political economies over time and differences in cultural conceptions of property and money. At the same time, this
groundbreaking book shows how the region's economies became increasingly interconnected during this period—and why the
origins of the modern economy extend far beyond Greece and Rome.
The legendary overland silk road was not the only way to reach Asia for ancient travelers from the Mediterranean. During the
Roman Empire’s heyday, equally important maritime routes reached from the Egyptian Red Sea across the Indian Ocean. The
ancient city of Berenike, located approximately 500 miles south of today’s Suez Canal, was a significant port among these
conduits. In this book, Steven E. Sidebotham, the archaeologist who excavated Berenike, uncovers the role the city played in the
regional, local, and “global” economies during the eight centuries of its existence. Sidebotham analyzes many of the artifacts,
botanical and faunal remains, and hundreds of the texts he and his team found in excavations, providing a profoundly intimate
glimpse of the people who lived, worked, and died in this emporium between the classical Mediterranean world and Asia.
Berenike and the Ancient Maritime Spice RouteUniversity of California Press
This two-volume set documents the essential role of the sea and maritime activity across history, from travel and food production
to commerce and conquest. • Provides a broad survey of the importance of the oceans for all of human culture and civilization,
including coverage of diverse cultures such as the Polynesians, Vikings, Minoans, and many others • Describes the voyages of
the great explorers and places them in a broad multinational and multicultural perspective • Traces the human use of the sea over
time, noting activities and historic events such as piracy, the slave trade, fishing, and whaling, as well as describing commerce in
ancient and modern contexts
This volume contains a selection of fourteen papers presented at the Red Sea VI conference held at Tabuk University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in 2013. It sheds light on many aspects related to the environmental and biological perspectives, history, archaeology
and human culture of the Red Sea, opening the door to more interdisciplinary research in the region.
Clothing, jewelry, animal remains, ceramics, coins, and weaponry are among the artifacts that have been discovered in graves in
Gaul dating from the fifth to eighth century. Those who have unearthed them, from the middle ages to the present, have
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speculated widely on their meaning. This authoritative book makes a major contribution to the study of death and burial in late
antique and early medieval society with its long overdue systematic discussion of this mortuary evidence. Tracing the history of
Merovingian archaeology within its cultural and intellectual context for the first time, Effros exposes biases and prejudices that
have colored previous interpretations of these burial sites and assesses what contemporary archaeology can tell us about the
Frankish kingdoms. Working at the intersection of history and archaeology, and drawing from anthropology and art history, Effros
emphasizes in particular the effects of historical events and intellectual movements on French and German antiquarian and
archaeological studies of these grave goods. Her discussion traces the evolution of concepts of nationhood, race, and culture and
shows how these concepts helped shape an understanding of the past. Effros then turns to contemporary multidisciplinary
methodologies and finds that we are still limited by the types of information that can be readily gleaned from physical and written
sources of Merovingian graves. For example, since material evidence found in the graves of elite families and particularly elite
men is more plentiful and noteworthy, mortuary goods do not speak as directly to the conditions in which women and the poor
lived. The clarity and sophistication with which Effros discusses the methods and results of European archaeology is a compelling
demonstration of the impact of nationalist ideologies on a single discipline and of the struggle toward the more pluralistic vision
that has developed in the post-war years.
Demonstrates that the pre-Islamic Sahara was a more connected region than previously thought, with trade an essential linking
element.
Drawing on a rich trove of documents, including correspondence not seen for 300 years, this study explores the emergence and
growth of a remarkable global trade network operated by Armenian silk merchants from a small outpost in the Persian Empire.
Based in New Julfa, Isfahan, in what is now Iran, these merchants operated a network of commercial settlements that stretched
from London and Amsterdam to Manila and Acapulco. The New Julfan Armenians were the only Eurasian community that was
able to operate simultaneously and successfully in all the major empires of the early modern world—both land-based Asian empires
and the emerging sea-borne empires—astonishingly without the benefits of an imperial network and state that accompanied and
facilitated European mercantile expansion during the same period. This book brings to light for the first time the trans-imperial
cosmopolitan world of the New Julfans. Among other topics, it explores the effects of long distance trade on the organization of
community life, the ethos of trust and cooperation that existed among merchants, and the importance of information networks and
communication in the operation of early modern mercantile communities.
The Ptolemaic and Seleucid empires are usually studied separately, or else included in broader examinations of the Hellenistic
world. This book provides a systematic comparison of the roles of local elites and local populations in the construction, negotiation,
and adaptation of political, economic, military and ideological power within these states in formation. The two states, conceived as
multi-ethnic empires, are sufficiently similar to make comparisons valid, while the process of comparison highlights and better
explains differences. Regions that were successively incorporated into the Ptolemaic and then Seleucid state receive particular
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attention, and are understood within the broader picture of the ruling strategies of both empires. The book focusses on forms of
communication through coins, inscriptions and visual culture; settlement policies and the relationship between local and immigrant
populations; and the forms of collaboration with and resistance of local elites against immigrant populations and government
institutions.
This collection examines cloth as a material and consumer object from early periods to the twenty-first century, across multiple
oceanic sites—from Zanzibar, Muscat and Kampala to Ajanta, Srivijaya and Osaka. It moves beyond usual focuses on a single fibre
(such as cotton) or place (such as India) to provide a fresh, expansive perspective of the ocean as an “interaction-based arena,”
with an internal dynamism and historical coherence forged by material exchange and human relationships. Contributors map
shifting social, cultural and commercial circuits to chart the many histories of cloth across the region. They also trace these
histories up to the present with discussions of contemporary trade in Dubai, Zanzibar, and Eritrea. Richly illustrated, this collection
brings together new and diverse strands in the long story of textiles in the Indian Ocean, past and present.
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean is nothing less than the story of how humans first started building the globalized world we know
today. Set on a huge continental stage, from Europe to China, it is a tale covering over 10,000 years, from the origins of farming
around 9000 BC to the expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century AD. An unashamedly 'big history', it charts the
development of European, Near Eastern, and Chinese civilizations and the growing links between them by way of the Indian
Ocean, the silk Roads, and the great steppe corridor (which crucially allowed horse riders to travel from Mongolia to the Great
Hungarian Plain within a year). Along the way, it is also the story of the rise and fall of empires, the development of maritime trade,
and the shattering impact of predatory nomads on their urban neighbours. Above all, as this immense historical panorama unfolds,
we begin to see in clearer focus those basic underlying factors - the acquisitive nature of humanity, the differing environments in
which people live, and the dislocating effect of even slight climatic variation - which have driven change throughout the ages, and
which help us better understand our world today.
A comprehensive and authoritative overview of ancient material culture from the late Pleistocene to Late Antiquity Features up-todate surveys and the latest information from major new excavations such as Qatna (Syria), Göbekli Tepe (Turkey) Includes a
diverse range of perspectives by senior, mid-career and junior scholars in Europe, USA, Britain, Australia, and the Middle East for
a truly international group Includes major reviews of the origins of agriculture, animal domestication, and archaeological
landscapes Includes chapters dealing with periods after the coming of Alexander the Great, including studies of the Seleucid,
Arsacid, Sasanian, Roman and Byzantine empires in the Near East, as well as early Christianity in both the Levant and
Mesopotamia Fills a gap in literature of the Ancient Near East, dealing with topics often overlooked, including ethical and legal
issues in antiquities markets and international scholarship
The Seabrings together a group of noted contributors to evaluate the different ways in which seas have served as subjects in
historiography and asks how this has changed---and will change---the way history is written. The essays in this volume provide
Page 9/10

Bookmark File PDF Berenike And The Ancient Maritime Spice Route
exemplary demonstrations of how a sea-based history-writing that focuses on connectivity, networks, and individuals describes the
horizons and the potential of thalassography---the study of the world made by individuals embedded in networks of motion. As
Peter N. Miller contends in his introduction, writing about the sea, today, is a way of partaking in the wider historiographical shift
toward microhistory; exchange relations; networks; and, above all, materiality, both literally and figuratively. The Sea focuses not
on questions of discipline and professionalization as much as on the practice of scholarship: the writing, and therefore the planning
and organizing, of histories of the sea.
A survey of Italy during the time of ancient Rome that brings together evidence from literary sources, inscriptions, and findings
from archaeological excavations.
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