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Before Night Falls A Memoir
A celebration of the liberating power of consciousness—a triumphant book that lets us
witness an indomitable spirit and share in the pure joy of its own survival. In 1995, JeanDominique Bauby was the editor-in-chief of French Elle, the father of two young
childen, a 44-year-old man known and loved for his wit, his style, and his impassioned
approach to life. By the end of the year he was also the victim of a rare kind of stroke to
the brainstem. After 20 days in a coma, Bauby awoke into a body which had all but
stopped working: only his left eye functioned, allowing him to see and, by blinking it, to
make clear that his mind was unimpaired. Almost miraculously, he was soon able to
express himself in the richest detail: dictating a word at a time, blinking to select each
letter as the alphabet was recited to him slowly, over and over again. In the same way,
he was able eventually to compose this extraordinary book. By turns wistful,
mischievous, angry, and witty, Bauby bears witness to his determination to live as fully
in his mind as he had been able to do in his body. He explains the joy, and deep
sadness, of seeing his children and of hearing his aged father's voice on the phone. In
magical sequences, he imagines traveling to other places and times and of lying next to
the woman he loves. Fed only intravenously, he imagines preparing and tasting the full
flavor of delectable dishes. Again and again he returns to an "inexhaustible reservoir of
sensations," keeping in touch with himself and the life around him. Jean-Dominique
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Bauby died two days after the French publication of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly.
This book is a lasting testament to his life.
Hailed for its searing emotional insights, and for the astonishing originality with which it
weaves together personal history, cultural essay, and readings of classical texts by
Sophocles, Ovid, Euripides, and Sappho, The Elusive Embrace is a profound
exploration of the mysteries of identity. It is also a meditation in which the author uses
his own divided life to investigate the "rich conflictedness of things," the double lives all
of us lead. Daniel Mendelsohn recalls the deceptively quiet suburb where he grew up,
torn between his mathematician father's pursuit of scientific truth and the exquisite lies
spun by his Orthodox Jewish grandfather; the streets of manhattan's newest "gay
ghetto," where "desire for love" competes with "love of desire;" and the quiet moonlit
house where a close friend's small son teaches him the meaning of fatherhood. And,
finally, in a neglected Jewish cemetery, the author uncovers a family secret that reveals
the universal need for storytelling, for inventing myths of the self. The book that Hilton
Als calls "equal to Whitman's 'Song of Myself,'" The Elusive Embrace marks a dazzling
literary debut.
A New York Times reporter recounts her childhood in Cuba before the events of the
Mariel boatlift rendered her a teenage refugee in Miami, describing the Cuban
revolution, the beliefs about el norte that prompted her family's immigration, and her
prize-winning journalism career. 25,000 first printing.
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Blending science fiction and fantasy, the second book of the Coldfire Trilogy continues
a dark tale of an alien world where nightmares are made manifest. Two men, absolute
enemies, must unite to conquer an evil greater than anything their world has ever
known. One is a warrior priest ready to sacrifice anything and everything for the cause
of humanity's progress; the other, a sorcerer who has survived for countless centuries
by a total submission to evil. In their joint quest, both will be irrevocably changed. When
True Night Falls is the sequel to C. S. Friedman's acclaimed Black Sun Rising.
From the acclaimed author of Ruin Falls and Cover of Snow comes a breathless new
novel of psychological suspense about a dark, twisted turn of events that could shatter
a family—a read perfect for fans of Gillian Flynn, Chris Bohjalian, and Nancy Pickard.
Sandy Tremont has always tried to give her family everything. But, as the sky darkens
over the Adirondacks and a heavy snowfall looms, an escaped murderer with the power
to take it all away draws close. In her isolated home in the shadowy woods, Sandy
prepares dinner after a fight with her daughter, Ivy. Upstairs, the fifteen-year-old—smart,
brave, and with every reason to be angry tonight—keeps her distance from her mother.
Sandy’s husband, Ben, a wilderness guide, arrives late to find a home simmering with
unease. Nearby, two desperate men on the run make their way through the fading light,
bloodstained and determined to leave no loose ends or witnesses. After almost twenty
years as prison cellmates, they have become a deadly team: Harlan the muscle, Nick
the mind and will. As they approach a secluded house and look through its windows to
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see a cozy domestic scene, Nick knows that here he will find what he’s looking for . . .
before he disappears forever. Opening the door to the Tremont home, Nick brings not
only a legacy of terror but a secret that threatens to drag Sandy with him into the
darkness. Praise for As Night Falls “Electric . . . Jenny Milchman mixes psychological
thrills with adventure . . . to shoot her readers with an extreme jolt of adrenaline. . . .
Milchman’s talent for building atmosphere will have readers wondering if they’re
shivering from the story’s excitement or northern New York’s winter cold.”—Shelf
Awareness (starred review) “Great psychological thrillers work on two levels: as actionbased mysteries and as emotionally resonant personal stories. Jenny Milchman
balances both . . . with equal intensity. . . . You may not be able to finish [As Night Falls]
in one sitting, but you’ll want to.”—BookPage “Gripping . . . a fast-paced tale that
should keep readers eagerly turning pages.”—Publishers Weekly
The penultimate chapter in the author's "secret history of Cuba" offers a saga of the
triumph of the human spirit and will in the face of political and sexual repression.
From award-winning poet Saeed Jones, How We Fight for Our Lives—winner of the
Kirkus Prize and the Stonewall Book Award—is a “moving, bracingly honest memoir”
(The New York Times Book Review) written at the crossroads of sex, race, and power.
One of the best books of the year as selected by The New York Times; The
Washington Post; NPR; Time; The New Yorker; O, The Oprah Magazine; Harper’s
Bazaar; Elle; BuzzFeed; Goodreads; and many more. “People don’t just happen,”
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writes Saeed Jones. “We sacrifice former versions of ourselves. We sacrifice the
people who dared to raise us. The ‘I’ it seems doesn’t exist until we are able to say, ‘I
am no longer yours.’” Haunted and haunting, How We Fight for Our Lives is a stunning
coming-of-age memoir about a young, black, gay man from the South as he fights to
carve out a place for himself, within his family, within his country, within his own hopes,
desires, and fears. Through a series of vignettes that chart a course across the
American landscape, Jones draws readers into his boyhood and adolescence—into
tumultuous relationships with his family, into passing flings with lovers, friends, and
strangers. Each piece builds into a larger examination of race and queerness, power
and vulnerability, love and grief: a portrait of what we all do for one another—and to one
another—as we fight to become ourselves. An award-winning poet, Jones has
developed a style that’s as beautiful as it is powerful—a voice that’s by turns a river, a
blues, and a nightscape set ablaze. How We Fight for Our Lives is a one-of-a-kind
memoir and a book that cements Saeed Jones as an essential writer for our time.
From the incomparable Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Award winner, a powerful and
revealing autobiography about race, sexuality, art, and healing It’s easy to be yourself
when who and what you are is in vogue. But growing up Black and gay in America has
never been easy. Before Billy Porter was slaying red carpets and giving an iconic
Emmy-winning performance in the celebrated TV show Pose; before he was the
groundbreaking Tony and Grammy Award-winning star of Broadway’s Kinky Boots;
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and before he was an acclaimed recording artist, actor, playwright, director, and allaround legend, Porter was a young boy in Pittsburgh who was seen as different, who
didn’t fit in. At five years old, Porter was sent to therapy to “fix” his effeminacy. He was
endlessly bullied at school, sexually abused by his stepfather, and criticized at his
church. Porter came of age in a world where simply being himself was a constant
struggle. Billy Porter’s Unprotected is the life story of a singular artist and survivor in
his own words. It is the story of a boy whose talent and courage opened doors for him,
but only a crack. It is the story of a teenager discovering himself, learning his voice and
his craft amidst deep trauma. And it is the story of a young man whose unbreakable
determination led him through countless hard times to where he is now; a proud icon
who refuses to back down or hide. Porter is a multitalented, multifaceted treasure at the
top of his game, and Unprotected is a resonant, inspirational story of trauma and
healing, shot through with his singular voice.

The acclaimed memoir of homosexual Cuban author Reinaldo Arenas chronicling
his tumultuous yet luminary life, from his impoverished upbringing in Cuba to his
imprisonment at the hands of a Communist regime. A Penguin Vitae Edition The
astonishing memoir by visionary Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas "is a book above
all about being free," said The New York Review of Books--sexually, politically,
artistically. Arenas recounts a stunning odyssey from his poverty-stricken
childhood in rural Cuba and his adolescence as a rebel fighting for Castro,
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through his supression as a writer, imprisonment as a homosexual, his flight from
Cuba via the Mariel boat lift, and his subsequent life and the events leading to his
death in New York. In what The Miami Herald calls his "deathbed ode to
eroticism," Arenas breaks through the code of secrecy and silence that protects
the privileged in a state where homosexuality is a political crime. Recorded in
simple, straightforward prose, this is the true story of the Kafkaesque life and
world re-created in the author's acclaimed novels. Penguin Classics launches a
new hardcover series with five American classics that are relevant and timeless
in their power, and part of a dynamic and diverse landscape of classic fiction and
nonfiction from almost seventy-five years of classics publishing. Penguin Vitae
provides readers with beautifully designed classics that have shaped the course
of their lives, and welcomes new readers to discover these literary gifts of
personal inspiration, intellectual engagement, and creative originality.
Reinaldo Arenas was born to a poverty-stricken family in rural Cuba. By the time
of his death in New York four decades later, he had become one of Cuba's most
important poets, an outspoken critic of Castro's regime and one of the leading
gay voices of the twentieth century. In Before Night Falls, Arenas tells of his
odyssey from young rebel fighting for the Revolution, through his suppression as
a writer, his disillusionment with Castro, his imprisonment and torture, to his
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eventual exile from Cuba to New York, where in 1987 he was diagnosed with
AIDS. He committed suicide in 1990, ending a life of constant struggle against
repression. In a farewell note, Arenas wrote: Due to my delicate state of health
and to the terrible depression that causes me not to be able to continue writing
and struggling for the freedom of Cuba, I am ending my life ... I do not want to
convey to you a message of defeat, but of continued struggle and hope. Cuba
will be free. I already am. (signed) Reinaldo Arenas
An upcoming book to be published by Penguin Random House.
“In Autoepitaph, Reinaldo Arenas soars above death, conquers terror, and sees
himself reflected in the face of his lover, the Cuban sea.”—Flora González
Mandri, coeditor and cotranslator of In the Vortex of the Cyclone: Selected
Poems by Excilia Saldaña “A powerful tribute to Arenas, a poet who explores the
meaning of our ethical standing in the world as well as the transient nature of our
souls. In this collection, we journey with Arenas into his struggles and victories,
accompanied by his voice, filled with fortitude and hope. The English translation
pays tribute to the original Spanish text.”—Marjorie Agosín, author of Of Earth and
Sea: A Chilean Memoir Reinaldo Arenas (1943–1990) remains one of the most
famous Cuban writers in exile. His work constitutes a monument of resistance
literature, but much of the focus has been on his novels and his autobiography,
Page 8/24

Where To Download Before Night Falls A Memoir
Before Night Falls, chosen as one of the ten best books of 1993 by the New York
Times. Because his poetic output has not been widely translated, Autoepitaph is
the first and only career-spanning volume of Arenas's poetry in translation in any
language. This bilingual volume includes narrative poems, sonnets, excerpts
from Arenas's prose poems, and previously unpublished works from his papers at
Princeton University. Both the Spanish originals as well as English translations
seamlessly capture the poet's sarcasm, humor, and powerful rhythms. Camelly
Cruz-Martes provides an outline for Arenas's major poetic strategies, as well as
context for the themes that unite his poems: resistance against colonialism,
political and personal repression, existential alienation, and the desire for
transcendence through art.
EW's 50 Most Anticipated Books of 2020 - O Magazine's "31 LGBTQ Books
That'll Change the Literary Landscape in 2020" - BookRiot's "Most Anticipated
LGBTQ Books of 2020" - Lambda Literary's "Most Anticipated LGBTQ Books of
May 2020" - Salon's "Best and boldest new must-read books for May" BookPage's "19 can't-miss reads from independent publishers" - Garden & Gun's
"Best Books of May" - Logo NewNowNext's "11 Queer Books We Can't Wait to
Read This Spring" A stunning novel about the bounds of family and redemption,
shines light on an overlooked part of the AIDs epidemic when men returned to
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their rural communities to die, by Lambda Literary Emerging Writer Awardwinning author Carter Sickels. Small-town Appalachia doesn't have a lot going for
it, but it's where Brian is from, where his family is, and where he's chosen to
return to die. Set in 1986, a year after Rock Hudson's death brought the news of
AIDS into living rooms and kitchens across America, Lambda Literary awardwinning author Carter Sickels's second novel shines light on an overlooked part
of the epidemic, those men who returned to the rural communities and families
who'd rejected them. Six short years after Brian Jackson moved to New York City
in search of freedom and acceptance, AIDS has claimed his lover, his friends,
and his future. With nothing left in New York but memories of death, Brian
decides to write his mother a letter asking to come back to the place, and family,
he was once so desperate to escape. The Prettiest Star is told in a chorus of
voices: Brian's mother Sharon; his fourteen-year-old sister, Jess, as she grapples
with her brother's mysterious return; and the video diaries Brian makes to
document his final summer. This is an urgent story about the politics and fragility
of the body, of sex and shame. Above all, Carter Sickels's stunning novel
explores the bounds of family and redemption. It is written at the far reaches of
love and understanding, centering on the moments where those two forces
stretch toward each other and sometimes touch.
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Before Night FallsA MemoirPenguin
Cecilia Valdes, illegitimate, mulatto daughter of Don Candido, a slave trader,
unknowingly falls in love with her half-brother, Leonardo
"This book is a message from autistic people to their parents, friends, teachers,
coworkers and doctors showing what life is like on the spectrum. It's also my love
letter to autistic people. For too long, we have been forced to navigate a world
where all the road signs are written in another language." With a reporter's eye
and an insider's perspective, Eric Garcia shows what it's like to be autistic across
America. Garcia began writing about autism because he was frustrated by the
media's coverage of it; the myths that the disorder is caused by vaccines, the
narrow portrayals of autistic people as white men working in Silicon Valley. His
own life as an autistic person didn't look anything like that. He is Latino, a
graduate of the University of North Carolina, and works as a journalist covering
politics in Washington D.C. Garcia realized he needed to put into writing what so
many autistic people have been saying for years; autism is a part of their identity,
they don't need to be fixed. In We're Not Broken, Garcia uses his own life as a
springboard to discuss the social and policy gaps that exist in supporting those
on the spectrum. From education to healthcare, he explores how autistic people
wrestle with systems that were not built with them in mind. At the same time, he
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shares the experiences of all types of autistic people, from those with higher
support needs, to autistic people of color, to those in the LGBTQ community. In
doing so, Garcia gives his community a platform to articulate their own needs,
rather than having others speak for them, which has been the standard for far too
long.
DIVExamines how Lacanian theory lends itself to a new way of thinking about ethnicracialized subjectivity, applying it to notions of Latino/a subjectivity and experience in
particular./div
Cuban exile William Figueras, a thirty-eight-year-old writer suffering from schizophrenia,
is sent to a shabby boarding home for the mentally ill in Miami.
Reinaldo Arenas was born to a poverty-stricken family in rural Cuba. By the time of his
death in New York four decades later, he had become one of Cuba's most important
poets, an outspoken critic of Castro's regime and one of the leading gay voices of the
twentieth century. In Before Night Falls, Arenas tells of his odyssey from young rebel
fighting for the Revolution, through his suppression as a writer, his disillusionment with
Castro, his imprisonment and torture, to his eventual exile from Cuba to New York,
where in 1987 he was diagnosed with AIDS. He committed suicide in 1990, ending a
life of constant struggle against repression. In a farewell note, Arenas wrote: Due to my
delicate state of health and to the terrible depression that causes me not to be able to
continue writing and struggling for the freedom of Cuba, I am ending my life ... I do not
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want to convey to you a message of defeat, but of continued struggle and hope.Cuba
will be free. I already am.(signed)Reinaldo Arenas
Jaime Manrique weaves into his own memoir the lives of three important twentiethcentury Hispanic writers: the Argentine Manuel Puig, author of Kiss of the Spider
Woman; the Cuban Reinaldo Arenas, author of Before Night Falls; and Spanish poet
and playwright Federico García Lorca. Manrique celebrates the lives of these heroic
writers who were made outcasts for both their homosexuality and their politics.
"Manrique's double vision yields insights into Puig, Arenas, and Lorca unavailable to a
writer less attuned to the complex interplay of culture and sexuality, as well as that of
race and class in Latino and Anglo societies."—George DeStefano, The Nation "A
splendid memoir of Manuel Puig. It evokes him—how he really was—better than anything
I've read."—Susan Sontag "Where Manrique's tale differs from others is in its unabashed
and sensitive treatment of sexuality. One reads his autobiographical account with
pleasure and fascination."—Jose Quiroga, George Washington University "Manrique's
voice is wise, brave, and wholly original. This chronicle of self-discovery and literary
encounters is heartening and deep."—Kennedy Fraser "In this charmingly indiscreet
memoir, Jaime Manrique writes with his customary humor and warm sympathy,
engaging our delighted interest on every page. He has the rare gift of invoking and
inviting intimacy, in this case a triangulated intimacy between himself, his readers, and
his memories. These are rich double portraits."—Phillip Lopate
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From the author of the best-selling memoir An Unquiet Mind, comes the first major book
in a quarter century on suicide, and its terrible pull on the young in particular. Night
Falls Fast is tragically timely: suicide has become one of the most common killers of
Americans between the ages of fifteen and forty-five. An internationally acknowledged
authority on depressive illnesses, Dr. Jamison has also known suicide firsthand: after
years of struggling with manic-depression, she tried at age twenty-eight to kill herself.
Weaving together a historical and scientific exploration of the subject with personal
essays on individual suicides, she brings not only her remarkable compassion and
literary skill but also all of her knowledge and research to bear on this devastating
problem. This is a book that helps us to understand the suicidal mind, to recognize and
come to the aid of those at risk, and to comprehend the profound effects on those left
behind. It is critical reading for parents, educators, and anyone wanting to understand
this tragic epidemic.
Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood
itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the
brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can make the world right. Maya
Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. Sent by
their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern
town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice
of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St.
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Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the
consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for
herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I
met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of
imprisoned. Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts
and change minds for as long as people read. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou confronts her own life with
such a moving wonder, such a luminous dignity.”—James Baldwin From the Paperback
edition.
Mona and Other Tales covers Reinaldo Arenas's entire career: his recently
rediscovered debut (which got him a job at the Biblioteca Nacional in Havana), stories
written in a political prison, and some of his last works, written in exile. Many of the
stories have not previously appeared in English. Here is the tender story of a boy who
recognizes evil for the first time and decides to ignore it; the tale of a writer struggling
between the demands of creativity and of fame; common people dealing with changes
brought about by revolution and exile; a romp with a famous, dangerous woman in the
Metropolitan Museum; an outrageous fantasy that picks up where Garcia Lorca's
famous play The House of Bernardo Alba ends. Told with Arenas's famous wit and
humanity, Mona makes a perfect introduction to this important writer. Translated from
the Spanish by Dolores Koch.
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Cuban-born historian and radio broadcaster shatters they myth that most Cubans
support Fidel Castro. A clear, concise and compelling history of the internal resistance
Cubans have waged for 44 years against Castro's tyranny, Encinosa chronicles the
heroism displayed by many and the suffering endured by most. Unvanquished will mark
a breakthrough in America's understanding of Castro and Cuba.
A powerful, poetic memoir of an Indigenous woman's coming of age on the Seabird
Island Band in the Pacific Northwest—this New York Times bestseller and Emma
Watson Book Club pick is “an illuminating account of grief, abuse and the complex
nature of the Native experience . . . at once raw and achingly beautiful (NPR) Having
survived a profoundly dysfunctional upbringing only to find herself hospitalized and
facing a dual diagnosis of post traumatic stress disorder and bipolar II disorder, Terese
Marie Mailhot is given a notebook and begins to write her way out of trauma. The
triumphant result is Heart Berries, a memorial for Mailhot's mother, a social worker and
activist who had a thing for prisoners; a story of reconciliation with her father?an
abusive drunk and a brilliant artist?who was murdered under mysterious circumstances;
and an elegy on how difficult it is to love someone while dragging the long shadows of
shame. Mailhot trusts the reader to understand that memory isn't exact, but melded to
imagination, pain, and what we can bring ourselves to accept. Her unique and at times
unsettling voice graphically illustrates her mental state. As she writes, she discovers her
own true voice, seizes control of her story, and, in so doing, reestablishes her
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connection to her family, to her people, and to her place in the world.
INSTANT #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A Best Book of the Year: The New
Yorker, The Guardian, The Sunday Times, The Daily Mail, Good Morning America, She
Reads Famed American actress Demi Moore at last tells her own story in a surprisingly
intimate and emotionally charged memoir. For decades, Demi Moore has been
synonymous with celebrity. From iconic film roles to high-profile relationships, Moore
has never been far from the spotlight—or the headlines. Even as Demi was becoming
the highest paid actress in Hollywood, however, she was always outrunning her past,
just one step ahead of the doubts and insecurities that defined her childhood.
Throughout her rise to fame and during some of the most pivotal moments of her life,
Demi battled addiction, body image issues, and childhood trauma that would follow her
for years—all while juggling a skyrocketing career and at times negative public
perception. As her success grew, Demi found herself questioning if she belonged in
Hollywood, if she was a good mother, a good actress—and, always, if she was simply
good enough. As much as her story is about adversity, it is also about tremendous
resilience. In this deeply candid and reflective memoir, Demi pulls back the curtain and
opens up about her career and personal life—laying bare her tumultuous relationship
with her mother, her marriages, her struggles balancing stardom with raising a family,
and her journey toward open heartedness. Inside Out is a story of survival, success,
and surrender—a wrenchingly honest portrayal of one woman’s at once ordinary and
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iconic life.
The “prequel” to Rosales’s “tragically beautiful and unforgettable” (Los Angeles
Times) Cuban-American novel The Halfway House Leapfrog depicts one summer in the
life of a very poor young boy in Havana ofthe late ’50s. He has superhero fantasies,
hangs around with the neighborhood kids, smokes cigarettes, tells very lame jokes: “By
the way, do you know who died? No. Someone who was alive. Laughter.” The kids
fight, discuss the mysteries of religion and sex, and play games — such as leapfrog. So
vivid and so very credible, Leapfrog reads as if Rosales had simply transcribed
everything that he’d heard or said for this one moving and touching book about a lost
childhood. Leapfrog was a finalist for Cuba’s prestigious Casa de las Americas award
in 1968. Years later, Rosales’s sister told The Miami Herald that Rosales felt he hadn’t
won the prize because his book lacked sufficient leftist fervor, and that subtle critiques
of cruel children and hypocritical adults throughout the playful recollections had clearly
“rankled” state officials. In the end the novel never appeared in Cuba. It was first
published in Spain in 1994, a year after Rosales’s death.
The elite have everything: money, cars, private jets and beautiful families. David
Whitehead and Ben Kipling are the top of the elite, both influential men with jobs in the
media and finance, both travelling back to New York on a private jet after a vacation
with their families, and both with secrets that could ruin their lives. Invited on a whim by
David's wife, Scott Burroughs, a middle-aged painter, finds himself on their plane - he
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needs to visit New York for a meeting that could spark a revival in his failed career. But
sixteen minutes into its journey the plane crashes into the sea, Scott and the
Whiteheads' four-year-old son are the only survivors. With a little boy's life in his hands
Scott begins to swim - an epic journey to the coast. In the rectifying hours, he cannot
imagine how his life will be changed forever. With the SEC, FBI and National
Transportation Safety Board investigating what happened to the plane, and the lives of
everyone on board - the Whiteheads, the Kiplings and the crew - it is not long before
their secrets start to come into the light. It seems as though the crash might be more
than a tragic accident...
A genre-defying debut memoir of insomnia by Betty Trask Prize-winner and one of our
most singular stylists, Samantha Harvey. In 2016, Samantha Harvey began to lose
sleep. She tried everything to appease her wakefulness: from medication to therapy,
changes in her diet to changes in her living arrangements. Nothing seemed to help. The
Shapeless Unease is Harvey’s darkly funny and deeply intelligent anatomy of her
insomnia, an immersive interior monologue of a year without one of the most basic
human needs. Original and profound, and narrated with a lucid breathlessness, this is a
startlingly insightful exploration of memory, writing and influence, death and the will to
survive, from “this generation’s Virginia Woolf” (Telegraph).
Banned in Cuba but celebrated throughout the Spanish-speaking world, this picaresque
novel in stories chronicles the misadventures of Pedro Juan, a former Cuban journalist
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living from hand to mouth in the squalor of contemporary Havana, half disgusted and
half fascinated by the depths to which he has sunk. Like the lives of so many of his
neighbors in the crumbling, once-elegant apartment houses that line Havana's
waterfront, Pedro Juan's days and nights have been reduced by the so-called special
times -- the harsh recession that followed the Soviet Union's collapse -- to the struggle
of surviving the daily grit through the escapist pursuit of sex. Pedro Juan scrapes by
under the shadow of hunger -- all the while observing his lovers and friends, strangers
on the street, and their suffering with an unsentimental, mocking, yet sympathetic eye.
Overwhelmed by the cruelty of his family, a young boy tries to escape to a fantasy
world in the hills surrounding his home
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A TODAY SHOW #READWITHJENNA BOOK
CLUB PICK! • The moving story of an undocumented child living in poverty in the
richest country in the world—an incandescent debut from an astonishing new talent
“Heartrending, unvarnished, and powerfully courageous, this account of growing up
undocumented in America will never leave you." —Gish Jen, author of The Resisters In
Chinese, the word for America, Mei Guo, translates directly to “beautiful country.” Yet
when seven-year-old Qian arrives in New York City in 1994 full of curiosity, she is
overwhelmed by crushing fear and scarcity. In China, Qian’s parents were professors;
in America, her family is “illegal” and it will require all the determination and small joys
they can muster to survive. In Chinatown, Qian’s parents labor in sweatshops. Instead
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of laughing at her jokes, they fight constantly, taking out the stress of their new life on
one another. Shunned by her classmates and teachers for her limited English, Qian
takes refuge in the library and masters the language through books, coming to think of
The Berenstain Bears as her first American friends. And where there is delight to be
found, Qian relishes it: her first bite of gloriously greasy pizza, weekly “shopping days,”
when Qian finds small treasures in the trash lining Brooklyn’s streets, and a magical
Christmas visit to Rockefeller Center—confirmation that the New York City she saw in
movies does exist after all. But then Qian’s headstrong Ma Ma collapses, revealing an
illness that she has kept secret for months for fear of the cost and scrutiny of a doctor’s
visit. As Ba Ba retreats further inward, Qian has little to hold onto beyond his constant
refrain: Whatever happens, say that you were born here, that you’ve always lived here.
Inhabiting her childhood perspective with exquisite lyric clarity and unforgettable charm
and strength, Qian Julie Wang has penned an essential American story about a family
fracturing under the weight of invisibility, and a girl coming of age in the shadows, who
never stops seeking the light.
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were their
curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and their four children lived like nomads, moving
among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant
man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how to embrace life
fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for
her family. When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining
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town Rex had tried to escape. As the dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for
themselves, supporting one another as they found the resources and will to leave home. Yet
Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family
that, despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life.
-- From publisher description.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTELLER In love for the first time, a son’s decisions about
the future divides his family in this fearless and thought-provoking novel from the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of life-changing fiction. When eighteen-year-old Tommy Baxter
declares to his family that he wants to be a police officer after graduation, his mother, Reagan,
won’t hear of it. After all, she’s still mourning the death of her own father on September 11
and she’s determined to keep her son safe from danger. But Tommy’s father, Luke, is proud
of Tommy’s decision. He would make a kind and compassionate cop. Meanwhile, Tommy is in
love for the first time. His sweet relationship with Annalee Miller is almost too good to be true.
Tommy begins seriously thinking about the far off day when he can ask her to marry him but
she hasn’t been feeling well. Tests reveal the unthinkable. While his girlfriend begins the fight
of her life, Tommy is driven to learn more about the circumstances surrounding his birth and
the grandfather he never knew. Secrets come to light that rock Tommy’s world, and he
becomes determined to spend his future fighting crime and bringing peace to the streets. Or is
this just his way to fight a battle he cannot win—the one facing Annalee? Blending romance and
family drama, Truly, Madly,Deeply shows us that, in the shadow of great loss, the only way to
live with passion is truly, madly, deeply.
"Any attempt to reckon with Cuba's torturous twentieth century will have to take into account
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Arenas's monumental work ... an essential human testimony, joyful and enraged, a triumph of
conscience." -- Garth Greenwell The acclaimed memoir of queer Cuban author Reinaldo
Arenas chronicling his tumultuous yet luminary life, from his impoverished upbringing in Cuba
to his imprisonment at the hands of a Communist regime The astonishing memoir by visionary
Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas "is a book above all about being free," said The New York
Review of Books--sexually, politically, artistically. Arenas recounts a stunning odyssey from his
poverty-stricken childhood in rural Cuba and his adolescence as a rebel fighting for Castro,
through his supression as a writer, imprisonment as a homosexual, his flight from Cuba via the
Mariel boat lift, and his subsequent life and the events leading to his death in New York. In
what The Miami Herald calls his "deathbed ode to eroticism," Arenas breaks through the code
of secrecy and silence that protects the privileged in a state where homosexuality is a political
crime. Recorded in simple, straightforward prose, this is the true story of the Kafkaesque life
and world re-created in the author's acclaimed novels.
Her story reflects the experiences common to many Indian communities in Latin America
today. Rigoberta suffered gross injustice and hardship in her early life: her brother, father and
mother were murdered by the Guatemalan military. She learned Spanish and turned to
catechist work as an expression of political revolt as well as religious commitment. The
anthropologist Elisabeth Burgos-Debray, herself a Latin American woman, conducted a series
of interviews with Rigoberta Menchu. The result is a book unique in contemporary literature
which records the detail of everyday Indian life. Rigoberta’s gift for striking expression vividly
conveys both the religious and superstitious beliefs of her community and her personal
response to feminist and socialist ideas. Above all, these pages are illuminated by the enduring
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courage and passionate sense of justice of an extraordinary woman.
A childhood in a privileged household in 1950s Havana was joyous and cruel, like any otherbut with certain differences. The neighbour's monkey was liable to escape and run across your
roof. Surfing was conducted by driving cars across the breakwater. Lizards and firecrackers
made frequent contact. Carlos Eire's childhood was a little different from most. His father was
convinced he had been Louis XVI in a past life. At school, classmates with fathers in the
Batista government were attended by chauffeurs and bodyguards. At a home crammed with
artifacts and paintings, portraits of Jesus spoke to him in dreams and nightmares. Then, in
January 1959, the world changes: Batista is suddenly gone, a cigar-smoking guerrilla has
taken his place, and Christmas is cancelled. The echo of firing squads is everywhere. And, one
by one, the author's schoolmates begin to disappear-spirited away to the United States. Carlos
will end up there himself, without his parents, never to see his father again. Narrated with the
urgency of a confession, WAITING FOR SNOW IN HAVANA is both an ode to a paradise lost
and an exorcism. More than that, it captures the terrible beauty of those times in our lives when
we are certain we have died-and then are somehow, miraculously, reborn.
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