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Battle Tales From Burma
The Partition of British India in 1947 resulted in the
establishment of the independent states of India and Pakistan
and the end of the British Raj. The decision to divide British
India along religious lines led to widespread upheaval and
communal violence in the period leading up to and following
the official day of independence, 15 August 1947. In this
book, Daniel Marston provides a unique examination of the
role of the Indian army in post-World War II India. He draws
upon extensive research into primary source documents and
interviews with veterans of the events of 1947 to provide
fresh insight into the vital part that the Indian Army played in
preserving law and order in the region. This rigorous book fills
a significant gap in the historiography of the British in India
and will be invaluable to those studying the British Empire
and South Asia more generally.
"What God abandoned, these defended / And saved the sum
of things for pay." • In the bleak winter of 1941-1942, no
American or British force could stem •the tide in Southeast
Asia, as the Philippines, Thailand, Malaya, and •Singapore
fell to the victorious Japanese. Only in Burma was there a ray
of •hope. There, over beleaguered Rangoon, a few dozen
Americans clawed •Japanese warplanes from the sky for a
cash bounty from the Chinese •government. Wearing
mismatched uniforms, with Chinese insignia, and flying castoff fighter planes, they did what no •other air force seemed
able to do, and won immortality as the Flying •Tigers. Daniel
Ford wrote "the definitive history" of the American Volunteer
Group, •as it was formally known. Here, he has collected five
e-books about the •Flying Tigers into an omnibus that details
the AVG's planes, pilots, and •history as remembered in the
United States and in Japan. An essential •collection for every
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admirer of the Flying Tigers. "The AVG's first encounter with
the Japanese Air Force over Kunming, China, • on 20
December 1941 is often written about. The version Dan Ford
presents • here is probably the most complete picture extant."
(First Blood for the • Flying Tigers) "I can wholeheartedly
recommend his work to anyone desiring insight into • the
early years of the JAAF" (Rising Sun Over Burma) "Very well
written and full of new information about a fascinating time in
our history" (100 Hawks for China) "A unique insight into how
the Japanese appeared to the pilots meeting • them, and how
the AVG learned to deal with them" (AVG Confidential)
'What was it really like to serve in the British Army during the
Second World War?Discover a soldier's view of life in the
British Army from recruitment and training to the brutal
realities of combat. Using first-hand sources, James Goulty
reconstructs the experiences of the men and women who
made up the 'citizen's army'. Find out about the weapons and
equipment they used; the uniforms they wore; how they
adjusted to army discipline and faced the challenges of active
service overseas.What happened when things went wrong?
What were your chances of survival if you were injured in
combat or taken prisoner? While they didn't go into combat,
thousands of women also served in the British Army with the
ATS or as nurses. What were their wartime lives like? And,
when the war had finally ended, how did newly demobilised
soldiers and servicewomen cope with returning home?The
British Army that emerged victorious in 1945 was vastly
different from the poorly funded force of 865,000 men who
heard Neville Chamberlain declare war in 1939. With an influx
of civilian volunteers and conscripts, the army became a
citizens force and its character and size were transformed. By
D-Day Britain had a well-equipped, disciplined army of over
three million men and women and during the war they served
in a diverse range of places across the world. This book
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uncovers some of their stories and gives a fascinating insight
into the realities of army life in wartime.
Published to commemorate the 60th anniversary of V-J Day,
'The Pacific War Companion' brings together the perspectives
and insights of world-renowned military historians. From the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor through the release of the
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the conflict in the
Pacific was characterised by amazing tactical innovations in
amphibious warfare and horrific battles that raged in the
unforgiving climate of the island jungles. Each chapter in this
book focuses on a different aspect of this conflict, from the
planning of operations to the experiences of the men who
were there.
**DAILY MAIL BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2019** **SUNDAY
TELEGRAPH CHRISTMAS BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2019**
'So blissfully good that I'd give it to a reader of any age . . .
deeply touching, unforgettable family memoir' ALLISON
PEARSON, SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 'Uplifting and
enlightening . . . Venning has a good eye for what makes the
Walker story both unique and universal . . . Thrilling' MAIL ON
SUNDAY 'Superb . . . With its sweeping narrative, readable
style, sense of humanity and breadth of research, the saga
casts a highly personal light on some of the most significant
episodes of [the Second World War]' DAILY EXPRESS 'A
heart-pounding narrative that feels fresh . . . this marvellous
book also depicts a world that was soon to vanish' DAILY
MAIL 'A moving book . . . This account of one family's
experience takes us to hidden crannies of the war that more
official accounts might not bother with . . . Once read, never
forgotten' THE TIMES 'A sensationally good book . . . I see
reflections of my own family, and beyond them, like those
mirrors tilted slightly into infinity, I can see literally miles of
others lined up, inexorably linked forever by a shared
experience . . . this is an exceptional book and should be
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required reading in modern history classes' JOANNA
LUMLEY 'An extraordinary, compelling picture of a family
entwined in the Second World War . . . at turns funny, sad,
redemptive and tragic. Fabulous' JAMES HOLLAND 'A loving
tribute . . . Brimming with anecdote and rich in fascinating
detail' KEGGIE CAREW ~ How would it feel if all your sons
and daughters were caught up in war? What would it be like
to spend six years fearing what a telegram might bring? That
was the heart-wrenching reality faced by so many families
throughout the Second World War, including the parents of
the Walker children. From the Blitz to the battlefields of
Europe and the Far East, this is the remarkable story of four
brothers and two sisters who were swept along by the
momentous events of the war. Harold was a surgeon in a
London hospital alongside his sister Ruth, a nurse, when the
bombs began to fall in 1940. Peter was captured in the fall of
Singapore. Edward fought the Germans in Italy, and Walter
the Japanese in Burma, while in London, glamorous Bee
hoped for lasting happiness with an American airman. In To
War With the Walkers, Annabel Venning, Walter's
granddaughter, tells the enthralling and moving tales of her
relatives, six ordinary young men and women, who each
faced an extraordinary struggle for survival.
"...consists of recollections by Japanese survivors of this
terrible campaign, who describe instances of poignant
sacrifice, heroism, and occasional compassion shown toward
the enemy on both sides....full of imagery and information on
the Burma Theater and is recommended, especially for the
military historian."--Library Journal.
Tens of thousands of civilians of many races and the British
Army, together with Chinese soldiers and many Indian
soldiers were forced to flee northwards in Burma in 1942. The
invasion was swift and by May almost all of the country had
been overrun by the Japanese. The last airfield at Myitkyina
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was taken in May and now the only way out was on foot
through dense jungle and over high mountain ranges to India.
Many did not know how far they would have to travel and
where safety could be found. Many had already travelled
100's of miles from the south in the heat before the monsoon.
Captain Gribble was used to working in the jungle areas in
Kachin State but he would never normally have travelled in
the monsoon which started as many thousands were
struggling along remote tracks in the jungle which were to
become waterlogged and very dangerous. Many died of
illness, exhaustion and hunger. These four stories give a vivid
impression of these historic journeys. One was written by the
author's mother, Josephine Chapman whose journey covered
over 700 miles from Rangoon to Imphal. Records of
outstanding ITA rescue missions were given to the author,
together with photos taken on his fraught journey by Dr
Farrant Russell. This was a huge exodus about which not
much is known.
The Glass Palace Begins With The Shattering Of The
Kingdom Of Burma, And Tells The Story Of A People, A
Fortune, And A Family And Its Fate. It Traces The Life Of
Rajkumar, A Poor Indian Boy, Who Is Lifted On The Tides Of
Political And Social Turmoil To Build An Empire In The
Burmese Teak Forest. When British Soldiers Force The Royal
Family Out Of The Glass Palace, During The Invasion Of
1885, He Falls In Love With Dolly, An Attendant At The
Palace. Years Later, Unable To Forget Her, Rajkumar Goes
In Search Of His Love. Through This Brilliant And
Impassioned Story Of Love And War, Amitav Ghosh Presents
A Ruthless Appraisal Of The Horrors Of Colonialism And
Capitalist Exploitation. Click Here To Visit The Amitav Ghosh
Website
Nearly a million strong by 1944, the British 14th Army fought
and ultimately conquered the Japanese forces that invaded
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Burma and strove to break through into India. But the victory
was hard won, with great suffering along the way. With
priority given to defeating Germany, these troops were last in
line for additional men and equipment, and they joked about
being The Forgotten Army.” Here is the story of these
remarkable soldiers, whose monument at Kohima
reads:When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, For
Their Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.”
This text is based on World War II fighter pilot Paul Eastman's
diaries, which he kept while flying daily combat sorties in the
China-Burma-India Theater for 20 months.
After a long series of crushing defeats by the apparently
unstoppable Japanese air and ground forces, the eventual
fight back and victory in Burma was achieved as a result of
the exercise of unprecedented combined services
cooperation and operations. Crucial to this was the Allies
supremacy in the air coupled with their ground/air support
strategy.Using veterans firsthand accounts, Air Battle For
Burma reveals the decisive nature of Allied air power in
inflicting the first major defeat on the Japanese Army in the
Second World War. Newly equipped Spitfire fighter
squadrons made the crucial difference at the turning point
battles of the Admin Box, Imphal and Kohima in 1944. Air
superiority allowed Allied air forces to deploy and supply
Allied ground troops on the front line and raids deep into
enemy territory with relative impunity; revolutionary tactics
never before attempted on such a scale.By covering both the
strategic and tactical angles, through these previously
unpublished personal accounts, this fine book is a fitting and
overdue tribute to Allied air forces contribution to victory in
Burma.
In 1988, Dr. John Casey, a professor visiting Burma, meets a
waiter in Mandalay with a passion for the works of James
Joyce, and the encounter changes both their lives. Pascal, a
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member of the Kayan Padaung tribe, was the first member of
his community to study English at a university. Within months
of his meeting with Dr. Casey, Pascal's world lay in ruins.
Burma's military dictatorship forces him to sacrifice his
studies, and the regime's brutal armed forces murder his
lover. Fleeing to the jungle, he becomes a guerrilla fighter in
the life-or-death struggle against the government. In
desperation, he writes a letter to the Englishman he met in
Mandalay. Miraculously reaching its destination, the letter
leads to Pascal's rescue and his enrollment in Cambridge
University, where he is the first Burmese tribesman ever to
attend. From the Land of Green Ghosts unforgettably evokes
the realities of life in modern-day Burma and one man's long
journey to freedom despite almost unimaginable odds.
As the Imperial Japanese Army swept across China and
South Asia at World War II's outset, closing all of China's
seaports, more than 200,000 Chinese laborers embarked on
a seemingly impossible task: to cut a 700-mile overland route
-- the Burma Road -- from the southwest Chinese city of
Kunming to Lashio, Burma. But when Burma fell in 1942, the
Burma Road was severed. As the first step of the Allied
offensive toward Japan, American general Joseph Stilwell
reopened it, while, at the same time, keeping China supplied
by air-lift from India and simultaneously driving the Japanese
out of Burma. From the breathtaking adventures of the
American "Hump" pilots who flew hair-raising missions over
the Himalayas to make food-drops in China to the true story
of the mission that inspired the famous film The Bridge on the
River Kwai, to the grueling jungle operations of Merrill's
Marauders and the British Chindit Brigades, The Burma Road
vividly re-creates the sprawling, sometimes hilarious, often
harrowing, and still largely unknown stories of one of the
greatest chapters of World War II.
Based on his experiences as a policeman in Burma, George
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Orwell's first novel is set during the end days of British
colonialism, when Burma is ruled from Delhi as part of British
India.
'A first-rate popular history of a fascinating and neglected
battle... James Holland is a master of spinning narrative
military history from accounts of men and women who were
there and BURMA ’44 is a veritable page-turner' - BBC
History In February 1944, a rag-tag collection of clerks,
drivers, doctors, muleteers, and other base troops, stiffened
by a few dogged Yorkshiremen and a handful of tank crews
managed to hold out against some of the finest infantry in the
Japanese Army, and then defeat them in what was one of the
most astonishing battles of the Second World War. What
became know as The Defence of the Admin Box, fought
amongst the paddy fields and jungle of Northern Arakan over
a fifteen-day period, turned the battle for Burma. Not only was
it the first decisive victory for British troops against the
Japanese, more significantly, it demonstrated how the
Japanese could be defeated. The lessons learned in this tiny
and otherwise insignificant corner of the Far East, set up the
campaign in Burma that would follow, as General Slim’s
Fourteenth Army finally turned defeat into victory. Burma '44
is a tale of incredible drama. As gripping as the story of
Rorke's drift, as momentous as the battle for the Ardennes,
the Admin Box was a triumph of human grit and heroism and
remains one of the most significant yet undervalued conflicts
of World War Two.
The battle of Kohima, often referred to as the ‘Stalingrad of
the East’, was the turning point of the Japanese offensive
into India in 1944 during what the West calls the Second
World War. A recent survey by the National Army Museum
voted it Britain’s greatest battle. The road to Kohima is a
unique collaboration between a senior Naga journalist and an
eminent British historian, who between them have developed
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the thread of the Naga involvement in the Second World War.
For these Nagas, living high up in the hills, war came to them.
The battle, though devastating, lasted only a few months but
in that time the Nagas played a key part. The battle was
fought in three stages from 4 April to 22 June 1944 around
the town of Kohima, the capital of Nagaland in northeast
India. From 3 to 16 April, the Japanese attempted to capture
Kohima ridge. By mid-April, the small British and Indian force
at Kohima was relieved. From 18 April to 13 May British and
Indian reinforcements counter-attacked to drive the Japanese
from the positions they had captured. The Japanese
abandoned the ridge at this point but continued to block the
Kohima–Imphal road. From 16 May to 22 June, the British
and Indian troops pursued the retreating Japanese and
reopened the road. The battle ended on 22 June when British
and Indian troops from Kohima and Imphal met at Milestone
109, ending the Siege of Imphal. Through personal stories
the first part of the book illustrates the ordinary civilian
experience of those caught up in the fighting and tells both
how their lives were affected by it and how village life was
pieced together after the battle was over. Context to these
poignant tales is provided in the second part of the book,
which details the military events in Kohima and the Naga
participation as soldiers. Together the two halves of the book
form a marvellous historical document for all who are
interested in the Second World War and military history
generally.

A collection of autobiographical stories from an officer in
the British Indian Army during World War II. John Randle
served with the greatly respected Baluch Regiment of
the former Indian Army right through the fiercely fought
Burma Campaign, winning a Military Cross, yet on VJ
Day he was only some sixty miles from where had
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started out nearly four years before. Unlike other
conventional war memoirs, this book comprises a
gratifying number of self-contained stories drawn from
the author’s experiences and memories. Some are long,
other mere vignettes; some are moving and serious,
others are light-hearted even humorous. Some cover
hard-won victories and success, others defeats and
reversal; some describe acts of great valor, others
incidents reflecting human frailties. All however, are
worth reading and give a very accurate picture of war at
its bitterest, when men are drawn together and
individuals are under that most demanding microscope
of their fellow comrades-in-arms.
'This is a superb book.' - James Holland In 1941 and
1942 the British and Indian Armies were brutally
defeated and Japan reigned supreme in its newly
conquered territories throughout Asia. But change was
coming. New commanders were appointed, significant
training together with restructuring took place, and new
tactics were developed. A War of Empires by acclaimed
historian Robert Lyman expertly retells these coordinated
efforts and describes how a new volunteer Indian Army,
rising from the ashes of defeat, would ferociously fight to
turn the tide of war. But victory did not come
immediately. It wasn't until March 1944, when the
Japanese staged their famed 'March on Delhi', that the
years of rebuilding reaped their reward and after bitter
fighting, the Japanese were finally defeated at Kohima
and Imphal. This was followed by a series of
extraordinary victories culminating in Mandalay in May
1945 and the collapse of all Japanese forces in Burma.
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The Indian Army's contribution has been consistently
forgotten and ignored by many Western historians,
Robert Lyman proves how vital this hard-fought
campaign was in securing Allied victory in the east,
defeating Japanese militarism and ultimately redrawing
the map of the region with an independent India, free
from the shackles of empire, all but guaranteed.
Shortly after the British and Indian forces had withdrawn
from Burma in the face of the Japanese onslaught in
1942, Colonel E.C.V. Foucar MC was instructed to
undertake a ‘special duty’, namely seek out
documentary material and information from the various
officers involved in the First Burma Campaign. The final
element of Foucar’s task was to write an account of the
fighting, based on these many eyewitness accounts, for
the Director of Military Training. This fascinating narrative
sets out the challenging geographical, climatic and
political conditions the British were faced with in Burma
as war became an increasing possibility throughout 1940
and 1941, before turning its attention to the dramatic
events when the Japanese launched their ground assault
on the country in January 1942. There followed the
‘Disaster’ at Sittang Bridge, the fateful evacuation of
Rangoon, and the march to the River Irrawaddy in an
attempt to try and secure the north of Burma and its
oilfields. But the loss of Rangoon meant the army was
cut off from its supply base and the troops faced starving
to death. With the Japanese closing in on the
beleaguered British force, the decision was taken to
abandon Burma and try to reach India. ‘The odds were
we might escape either the Japanese, the failure of our
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supplies, or the monsoon, but our chances of avoiding all
three were slender,’ declared General Alexander. His
commander, General Wavell, wrote that, ‘operations
were now a race with the weather as with the Japanese
and as much a fight against nature as against the
enemy’. Along nothing more than rough country tracks
up rugged hills and across rickety bridges constructed
only of brushwood or bamboo the ragged, diseaseridden troops battled to reach India just as the monsoons
broke. This, one of the most dramatic tales of the
Second World War, was first described in detail by
Colonel Foucar just after the events described and is
now available for all to read.
This handbook is the first in-depth overview of the
fascinating world of Burmese folk-tales. Part one
provides a wide-ranging and multi-disciplinary survey of
folk-tale studies, together with a broad functional
classification of Burma's tales. Part two presents, mostly
for the first time in a European language, the categorized
actual tales themselves. With commentaries on plots and
cross-cultural motifs - past and present. With index,
substantial bibliography, and suggestions for further
research.
In December 1941, the Japanese Imperial Army came
ashore on the British colony of Malaya. In support of that
invasion, its air arm began to raid neighboring Burma
and its seaport and capital city of Rangoon. The battle of
Rangoon would soon make its American defenders
famous as the "Flying Tigers." Beginning in 1942 and at
regular intervals thereafter, the Tigers' exploits in Burma
would be hailed in the west as a triumph of outnumbered
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men and obsolete machine against overwhelming
odds--"like rowboats against the Spanish Armada," in the
words of one historian. But what was the truth of these
air battles? In the course of writing his definitive history
of the American Volunteer Group, journalist and historian
Daniel Ford spent a year translating Japanese
documents, histories, and popular memoirs of the air war
in Southeast Asia. Here for the first time is the story of
that battle as it is remembered in Japan to this day.
Essential reading for every fan of the Flying Tigers.
(About 20,000 words)
Beautifully written and taking us into an exotic land,
Karen Connelly’s debut novel The Lizard Cage is a
celebration of the resilience of the human spirit. Teza
once electrified the people of Burma with his protest
songs against the dictatorship. Arrested by the Burmese
secret police in the days of mass protest, he is seven
years into a twenty-year sentence in solitary
confinement. Cut off from his family and contact with
other prisoners, he applies his acute intelligence,
Buddhist patience, and humor to find meaning in the
interminable days, and searches for news in every being
and object that is grudgingly allowed into his cell. Despite
his isolation, Teza has a profound influence on the
people around him. His very existence challenges the
brutal authority of the jailers, and his steadfast spirit
inspires radical change. Even when Teza’s criminal
server tries to compromise the singer for his own gain,
Teza befriends him and risks falling into the trap of
forbidden conversation, food, and the most dangerous
contraband of all: paper and pen. Yet, it is through
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Teza’s relationship with Little Brother, a twelve-year-old
orphan who’s grown up inside the walls, that we
ultimately come to understand the importance of hope
and human connection in the midst of injustice and
violence. Teza and the boy are prisoners of different
orders: only one of them dreams of escape and only one
of them will achieve it—their extraordinary friendship frees
both of them in utterly surprising ways.
From the author of the internationally bestselling The Art
of Hearing Heartbeats comes this charming collection of
folktales that offer a window into Burma’s fascinating
history and culture. Since 1995 Jan-Philipp Sendker has
visited Myanmar (Burma) dozens of times, and while
doing research for his novels The Art of Hearing
Heartbeats and A Well-Tempered Heart, he encountered
numerous folktales and fables. These moving stories
speak to the rich mythology of the diverse peoples of
Burma, the spirituality of humankind, and the profound
social impact of Buddhist thought. Some are so strange
he couldn’t classify them or identify a familiar moral,
while others reminded him of the fairy tales of his
childhood, except that here monkeys, tigers, elephants,
and crocodiles inhabited the fantastic lands instead of
hedgehogs, donkeys, or geese. Their morals resemble
those of the Brothers Grimm or Hans Christian
Andersen, illustrating how all cultures draw on a
universal wisdom to create their myths. The Long Path to
Wisdom’s evocative stories run the gamut of human
emotions, from the familiar to the shocking, and are sure
to delight fans of The Art of Hearing Heartbeats as well
as those newly discovering the magic of Sendker’s
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incandescent writing.
Sepoys against the Rising Sun, based on the archival
materials collected from India and United Kingdom,
evaluates the combat/military/battlefield effectiveness of
the Indian Army in South-East Asia against the IJA
during World War II.
"Written with modesty, clarity and a light touch, Battle
Tales of Burma covers the bad days of retreat from
Rangoon, the dramatic turning point at Imphal when our
troops realised that the Japs could be defeated, and the
ensuing advance before ultimate victory. We read of the
actions and deeds of both British and Indian soldiers and
their regiments and the fanatic fervour of a resourceful
and ruthless enemy."--BOOK JACKET.
Robert Lymans deep knowledge and understanding of
the war in Burma, and the great battles at Kohima and
Imphal in 1944, are well known. In this book he uses
original documents, published works and personal
accounts to weave together an enthralling account of
some of the bitterest fighting of WWII. Not only does he
use British sources for his research but he has also
included material from the Naga tribes of north-east
India, on whose land these battles were fought, and from
Japanese accounts, including interviews with Japanese
veterans of the fighting. Thus he has been able to
produce what is arguably the most balanced history of
the battles that were pivotal in ending the Japanese
empire. Fergal Keane, journalist and author of Road to
Bones: The Siege of Kohima 1944 wrote to the author
saying ‘What a triumph! I finished it last night. You have
done a wonderful job. I only wish Id read it before writing
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my own book! He goes on to say ‘Robert Lyman is one
of the great writers about men and war and in this book
he has succeeded in conveying the courage, genius and
folly of an epic struggle. I cannot think of a writer
engaged in the subject of the Second World War who
can match Lyman for his integrity or the soundness of his
judgments.
The Lost Voices of our 'Forgotten Army' in the war with
Japan 1941-45. Nearly a million strong by 1944, the
British 14th Army fought and ultimately conquered the
Japanese forces that invaded Burma and strove to break
through into India. But the victory was hard won, with
great suffering along the way. With priority given to
defeating Germany, these troops were last in line for
additional men and equipment, and they joked about
being "The Forgotten Army." Here is the story of these
remarkable soldiers, whose monument at Kohima reads:
'When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, For
Their Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.'
In December 1941, a Japanese battalion of 143rd
Regiment of 55th Division crossed the Burma-Siam
border and siezed Victoria Point, heralding the invasion
of Burma. The first air raids on Rangoon were opposed
by only two fighter squadrons - 16 P40s of the American
Volunteer Group (AVG) and 16 Buffaloes of the RAF.
What followed was a fighting retreat as the British forces
struggled to the Indian border, harried by an experienced
Japanese force which was supported by at least 200
aircraft against the Allies' meagure fifty. 'Burma 1942' is
a unique assessment of this disastrous episode in British
military history, taken in part from the diary and maps
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kept by Ralph Tanner, who served with 2nd Battalion
The Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry during the
retreat, and from the official Battalion war diary by Major
Chadwick. It includes background to the mobilisation of
the Battalion in 1941, who they were, their equipment
and what they were trained for, and considers the series
of disasters at Moulmein, Sittang, Toksan and
Yenangyaung which left them increasingly unable to fight
as a unit. It also addresses the factors which prevented
optimum military performance, includes discussions with
the author's one-time enemies, and serves as a tribute to
the strength of the men of the battalion - most of whom
were conscripts - and of whom a fifth were killed and
have no grave.
America was still neutral when, in the fall of 1941, a tall,
solid thirty-year-old advertising executive from
Connecticut volunteered to serve as an American Field
Service ambulance driver in the British Army. It was the
start of an adventure that took Scott Gilmore to Egypt,
Lebanon, Libya, India, and, finally, to the jungles of
Burma. After an exciting and dangerous year in North
Africa, where he witnessed the fall of Tobruk and the
battle of El Alamein, Gilmore was accepted for training
as an officer in the elite Indian Army. This was the old
Indian Army of the British Raj, a fighting force of
unflappable English officers, hardy Indians, and the
legendary Gurkhas of Nepal. It was an army at the
apogee of its skills and about to inflict on the Japanese
their greatest defeat on land. With dry, offbeat humor,
Gilmore describes his challenging months at the Officers
Training School and with his new unit, the 8th Gurkha
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Rifles. As he endures the assault courses and marches,
confronts the arcane rituals of the officers' mess, and
learns the language and customs of his diminutive fellow
soldiers, Gilmore's adaptability and good nature is
notable, and his American viewpoint on the mix of
cultures refreshing. Moreover, like generations of
Britons, he learns to love and respect the kukri knifewielding Gurkha warriors. When Gilmore's 4th Battalion
is finally deemed ready to be put to the test as part of
General Bill Slim's Fourteenth Army, it plunges into battle
in the jungle-covered mountains of the Indo-Burmese
border. He and his comrades fight their way across the
dry plains of central Burma, execute a dangerous
crossing of the mile-wide Irrawaddy River, and press on
to Rangoon, enduring ahostile climate and tenacious
Japanese opposition. As Gilmore moves up in
responsibility to company commander and engages in
night reconnaissance patrols and set-piece attacks, his
experiences give a forceful picture of the fighting in one
of the most difficult and remote theaters of World War II.
Battle Tales from BurmaGrub Street Publishers
The Pacific War Companion' brings together the
perspectives and insights of world-reno wned military
historians. From the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
through the release of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the conflict in the Pacific was marked by
amazing tactical innovations, such as those in
amphibious warfare, and horrific battles that raged in the
unforgiving climate of the island jungles. Each chapter in
this book focuses on a different aspect of this conflict,
from the planning of operations to the experiences of the
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men who were there.
How are soldiers made? Why do they fight? Reimagining the study of armed forces and society, Barkawi
examines the imperial and multinational armies that
fought in Asia in the Second World War, especially the
British Indian army in the Burma campaign. Going
beyond conventional narratives, Barkawi studies soldiers
in transnational context, from recruitment and training to
combat and memory. Drawing on history, sociology and
anthropology, the book critiques the 'Western way of war'
from a postcolonial perspective. Barkawi reconceives
soldiers as cosmopolitan, their battles irreducible to the
national histories that monopolise them. This book will
appeal to those interested in the Second World War,
armed forces and the British Empire, and students and
scholars of military sociology and history, South Asian
studies and international relations.
Astonishing WWII story of a crashed plane and the survivors'
ordeal in an area occupied by headhunters and Japanese
soldiers
Burma, 1945. Bea, Plum, Bubbles, Joy and Lucy: five young
women in search of adventure, attached to the Fourteenth
Army, fighting a forgotten war in the jungle. Assigned to run a
mobile canteen, navigating treacherous roads and dodging
hostile gunfire, they become embroiled in life-threatening
battles of their own. Battles that will haunt the women for the
rest of their lives. Oxford, 1976. At the height of an impossibly
hot English summer, a woman slips into a museum and steals
several rare Japanese netsuke, including the famed fox-girl.
Despite the offer of a considerable reward, these tiny,
exquisitely detailed carvings are never seen again. London
and Galway, 1999. On the eve of the new millennium, Olivia,
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assistant to an art dealer, meets Beatrix, an elderly widow
who wishes to sell her late husband's collection of Japanese
art. Concealing her own motives, Olivia travels with Beatrix to
a New Year's Eve party, deep in the Irish countryside, where
friendships will be tested as secrets kept for more than fifty
years are spilled. Inspired by the heroic women who served in
the 'forgotten war' in Burma, The Last Reunion is a
heartbreaking love story and mystery by the international
bestselling author of The Botanist's Daughter and The Silk
House. It is also a tribute to the enduring power of female
friendship. 'I couldn't put it down. Fascinating. I love the
empowerment that these ladies gain' FIONA PALMER
'Compelling storytelling' The Australian Women's Weekly
This study applies lessons learned from air mobility’s pivotal
role in Field Marshal Sir William Slim’s World War II Burma
campaign to contemporary air mobility operations. The author
begins by tracing the evolution of air mobility from its preWorld War I roots to the Second World War, noting how its
development proceeded despite the lack of coherent, codified
doctrine. Next the author assesses Slim’s Burma campaign
and how the key elements of organization, training and
leadership, apart from air mobility, proved critical to Allied
victory. Building upon this, the discussion turns to air
mobility’s contributions to Slim’s joint campaign. From this
analysis, the author identifies the tenets of air superiority,
organization and air mobility normalization as being critical
and enduring airpower lessons from the Burma theater. The
closing chapters offer a primer on contemporary mobility
operations before arguing that modern air mobility
practitioners must account for five key essentials: superiority
across the air and space domains; proper organization that
promotes relationship building at the operational level of war;
normalization of the complete air mobility supply chain and its
accompanying idea of “air mobility mindedness”; training
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focused on increased interoperability; and the vital role of
leadership.
From the end of 1941 to 1945 a pivotal but often overlooked
conflict was being fought in the South-East Asian Theatre of
World War 2 - the Burma Campaign. In 1941 the Allies fought
in a disastrous retreat across Burma against the Japanese an enemy more prepared, better organised and more
powerful than anyone had imagined. Yet in 1944, following
key battles at Kohima and Imphal, and daring operations
behind enemy lines by the Chindits, the Commonwealth army
were back, retaking lost ground one bloody battle at a time.
Fighting in dense jungle and open paddy field, this brutal
campaign was the longest fought by the British
Commonwealth in the Second World War. But the troops
taking part were a forgotten army, and the story of their
remarkable feats and their courage remains largely untold to
this day. The Fourteenth Army in Burma became one of the
largest and most diverse armies of the Second World War.
British, West African, Ghurkha and Indian regiments fought
alongside one another and became comrades. In Forgotten
Voices of Burma - a remarkable new oral history taken from
Imperial War Museum's Sound Archive - soldiers from both
sides tell their stories of this epic conflict.
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