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Is psychoanalysis a "Jewish science"? Ten essays contributed by the editor and distinguished scholars explore the Jewishness of
psychoanalysis, its origins in the Jewish situation of late nineteenth century Europe, Freud's Jewishness and the Jewishness of his
early colleagues. They also exemplify what the psychoanalytic approach can contribute to the study of Judaism. Clinical studies
illuminate the issue of Jewish identity and psychological significance of the bar mitzvah experience. Theoretical essays throw light
on Jewish history, Jewish social and communal behavior, Jewish myths and legends, religious ideas and thoughts.What are the
major determinants of Jewish identity? What is the role of Jewish education in establishing and maintaining Jewish identity? What
does the Midrash tell us about the meaning of anxiety to the traditional Jew, and how does Judaism attempt to deal with anxiety?
What strategies have Jews used to survive an anti-Jewish world? Under what circumstances has the compliant posture of
Johanen ben Zakkai been celebrated, and under what circumstances the defiance of the martyrs of Massada?
Explores how Judaism as a religion and Jews as a people relate to the economic sphere of life in modern society as well as in the
past.
No longer controlled by a handful of institutional leaders based in remote headquarters and rabbinical seminaries, American
Judaism is being transformed by the spiritual decisions of tens of thousands of Jews living all over the United States. A pulpit rabbi
and himself an American Jew, Dana Evan Kaplan follows this religious individualism from its postwar suburban roots to the hippie
revolution of the 1960s and the multiple postmodern identities of today. From Hebrew tattooing to Jewish Buddhist meditation,
Kaplan describes the remaking of historical tradition in ways that channel multiple ethnic and national identities. While pessimists
worry about the vanishing American Jew, Kaplan focuses on creative responses to contemporary spiritual trends that have made a
Jewish religious renaissance possible. He believes that the reorientation of American Judaism has been a "bottom up" process,
resisted by elites who have reluctantly responded to the demands of the "spiritual marketplace." The American Jewish
denominational structure is therefore weakening at the same time that religious experimentation is rising, leading to the innovative
approaches supplanting existing institutions. The result is an exciting transformation of what it means to be a religious American
Jew in the twenty-first century.
The drawing of boundaries has always been a key part of the Jewish tradition and has served to maintain a distinctive Jewish
identity. At the same time, these boundaries have consistently been subject to negotiation, transgression and contestation. The
increasing fragmentation of Judaism into competing claims to membership, from Orthodox adherence to secular identities, has
brought striking new dimensions to this complex interplay of boundaries and modes of identity and belonging in contemporary
Judaism. Boundaries, Identity and Belonging in Modern Judaism addresses these new dimensions, bringing together experts in
the field to explore the various and fluid modes of expressing and defining Jewish identity in the modern world. Its interdisciplinary
scholarship opens new perspectives on the prominent questions challenging scholars in Jewish Studies. Beyond simply being
born Jewish, observance of Judaism has become a lifestyle choice and active assertion. Addressing the demographic changes
brought by population mobility and ‘marrying out,’ as well as the complex relationships between Israel and the Diaspora, this
book reveals how these shifting boundaries play out in a global context, where Orthodoxy meets innovative ways of defining and
acquiring Jewish identity. This book is essential reading for students and scholars of Jewish Studies, as well as general Religious
Studies and those interested in the sociology of belonging and identities.
Through enjoyable stories from the Torah, this book helps young people learn about Jewish tradition and what it means to be
Jewish.
Containing the proceedings of the convention ...
Provides an informative guide to some fundamental questions about the role of Judaism, discussing practical aspects of
the faith, and argues for the restoration of Judaism to the center of one's life
Containing the proceedings of the convention...
"Judaism, or that which has united the successive generations of Jews into one people, is not only a religion; it is a
dynamic religious civilization."--Mordecai Menachem Kaplan, from Questions Jews Ask (1956) In assessing what their
Jewish identities mean to them, Jews today sometimes describe themselves as links in a chain of tradition that stretches
back to biblical times. In this collection of biographies of Jewish thinkers from ancient times to the present, the links in
that chain come to life through the dramatic stories of 41 shapers of Jewish tradition. From Hillel, whose teaching more
than twenty centuries ago set Judaism on its post-biblical course, to Yitzhak Rabin, the Noble Peace Prize-winning Prime
Minister of Israel who helped to broker a peace settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, these men and
women all left an indelible mark on Jewish practice, scholarship, or nationalism. In individual biographical essays, Naomi
Pasachoff explores the contributions of philosophers, poets, and philanthropists; of mystics, statesmen, and scholars; of
religious organizers and Zionist leaders. In so doing she uncovers surprising facts about well-known figures. For
example, Theodor Herzl is widely honored as the father of the modern state of Israel, but did you know that he once
dreamed of leading all the Jews of Vienna to St. Stephan Cathedral to undergo mass baptism? Readers who recognize
Rashi as the most famous of all biblical commentators may be startled to learn that his concise style was a function of his
tight budget. The book includes suggestions for further reading, an appendix, a glossary, and an index. Illustrations and
photographs accompany the text, and a biographical fact box for each profile provides for easy reference. All these
features make Links in the Chain an ideal introduction to Jewish role models for younger readers and a vital reference for
all interested in Jewish history. Moreover, the book is a reminder that Jewish tradition is still evolving and that each
reader has the potential to contribute to it. 41 extended essays profile the lives and contributions of Jewish heroes,
including: Johanan ben Zakkai, the spiritual and intellectual leader who reshaped Jewish life after the destruction of the
Temple in 70 C.E. Dona Gracia Nasi, the outstanding 16th-century leader who led the equivalent of an underground
railroad to lead fugitive Marranos to safety. Rebecca Gratz, said to have been the model for the character Rebecca in
Walter Scott's Ivanhoe, who spearheaded the development of Jewish Sunday schools in the United States. Leopold
Zunz, whose transformation of Jewish scholarship in the 19th century ultimately led to the existence of Judaica
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departments and programs in major universities. Lily Montagu, whose unsatisfying Orthodox childhood as a child of
privilege in Victorian England transformed her into a 20th-century leader of British and world liberal Judaism. Isaac Mayer
Wise, the early leader of Reform Judaism in the United States, who conceived of and helped bring into existence many of
the institutions of contemporary American Judaism. Eliezer Ben Yehudah, the father of modern Hebrew, who nearly
singlehandedly transformed Hebrew from an ancient religious language into a spoken modern one.
Who are the Messianic Jews? What do they believe and practice? What is the Jewish community's reaction to the
development of Messianic Judaism? In this pioneering study, Dan Cohn-Sherbok traces the development of the
Messianic movement from ancient times to its transformation after World War II. Focusing on the nature of the movement
today, the volume continues with a detailed examination of Messianic practices, and the place of Messianic Judaism
within the contemporary Jewish community.
As he counsels a woman considering conversion to Judaism, Rabbi Small takes a break from murder mysteries to discuss the mysteries of
his religion. In Conversations with Rabbi Small, the rabbi finds himself taking a well-deserved vacation at a Jewish retreat in the mountains,
where he reads, plays cards, and furthers his studies, which have been languishing for too long. When the rabbi’s wife is called back to the
city to deal with an illness in the family, the rabbi meets a curious young woman in the midst of a life-changing moment. Joan is a gentile who
is about to marry a Jewish man, and she is desperate for answers as she determines whether or not to convert to her betrothed’s religion. In
Rabbi Small, she finds an ideal teacher. In a series of impassioned conversations, the rabbi guides her through the ancient mysteries and
wonders of Judaism, giving guidance to both her and her husband-to-be. With humor and compassion, the rabbi shares the history, beliefs,
and traditions that have linked Jewish people across the world for millennia.
This book offers readers an insider's view into the ways Judaism is lived and experienced. it presents narrative and ethnographic accounts of
present day Jewish practices the rituals, communities, and political involvement.
Jonathan D. Sarna’s award-winning American Judaism is now available in an updated and revised edition that summarizes recent
scholarship and takes into account important historical, cultural, and political developments in American Judaism over the past fifteen years.
Praise for the first edition: “Sarna . . . has written the first systematic, comprehensive, and coherent history of Judaism in America; one so
well executed, it is likely to set the standard for the next fifty years.”—Jacob Neusner, Jerusalem Post “A masterful overview.”—Jeffrey S.
Gurock, American Historical Review “This book is destined to be the new classic of American Jewish history.”—Norman H. Finkelstein,
Jewish Book World Winner of the 2004 National Jewish Book Award/Jewish Book of the Year
At the core of Judaism stands a body of traditions that have remained consistent over millennia. Yet, the practice of these rituals has varied
widely across historical and cultural contexts. In Judaism in Transition, Carmel U. Chiswick draws on her Jewish upbringing, her journey as a
Jewish parent, and her perspective as an economist to consider how incentives affect the ways that mainstream American Jews have
navigated and continue to manage the conflicting demands of everyday life and religious observance. Arguing that economics is a blind spot
in our understanding of religion, Chiswick blends her personal experiences with economic analysis to illustrate the cost of Jewish
participation—financially and, more importantly, in terms of time and effort. The history of American Jews is almost always told as a success
story in the secular world. Chiswick recasts this story as one of innovation in order to maintain a distinctive Jewish culture while keeping pace
with the steady march of American life. She shows how tradeoffs, often made on an individual and deeply personal level, produce the brand
of Judaism which predominates in America today. Along the way, Chiswick explores salient and controversial topics—from intermarriage to
immigration and from egalitarianism to connections with Israel. At once a portrait of American Jewish culture and a work that outlines how
economic decisions affect religion, Judaism in Transition shows how changes in our economic environment will affect the Jewish community
for decades to come.
This is Judaism is a major new text for religious education at Key Stage 3 following the style of the This is ... series.
A rabbi introduces Gentiles to the origins, doctrines, traditions, practices, laws, institutions, and beliefs of the Jewish
religion
Describes the basic doctrines, history, and religious practices of Judaism, including Jewish myths, literature, and
philosophies, and profiles famous Jewish figures throughout history.
What does the Torah say that makes it relevant to today? How can we understand the mitzvos? Why should I believe?
Why be Jewish? What does a Jew have to do? Is science an enemy of Judaism?JEP has answers. For decades, the
Jewish Education Prog
Remix Judaism: Preserving Tradition in a Diverse World offers an eloquent and thoughtful new vision for all Jews seeking
a sense of belonging in a changing world, regardless of their current level of observance. Kwall sets out a process of
selection, rejection, and modification of rituals that allow for a focus on Jewish tradition rather than on the technicalities of
Jewish law. Her goal is not to sell her own religious practices to readers but, rather, to encourage them to find their own
personal meaning in Judaism outside the dictates of Commandment by broadening their understanding of how law,
culture and tradition fit together. In Remix Judaism, Kwall inspires her audience to be intentional and mindful about the
space they allocate for these elements in defining their individual Jewish journeys and identities.
Basic Judaism for Young PeopleGodBehrman House, Inc
You’ll find everything you need to know about being Jewish in this indispensable, revised and updated guide to the
religious traditions, everyday practices, philosophical beliefs, and historical foundations of Judaism. What happens at a
synagogue service? What are the rules for keeping kosher? How do I light the Hanukah candles? What is in the Hebrew
Bible? What do the Jewish holidays signify? What should I be teaching my children about being Jewish? With the first
edition of Essential Judaism, George Robinson offered the world the accessible compendium that he sought when he
rediscovered his Jewish identity as an adult. In his “ambitious and all-inclusive” (New York Times Book Review) guide,
Robinson illuminates the Jewish life cycle at every stage and lays out many fascinating aspects of the religion—the
Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism, the evolution of Hasidism, and much more—while keeping a firm focus on the different
paths to living a good Jewish life in today’s world. Now, a decade and a half later, Robinson has updated this valuable
introductory text with information on topics including denominational shifts, same-sex marriage, the intermarriage debate,
transgender Jews, the growth of anti-Semitism, and the changing role of women in worship, along with many other hotly
debated topics in the contemporary Jewish world and beyond. The perfect gift for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or anyone thinking
about conversion—this is the ultimate companion for anyone interested in learning more about Judaism, the kind of book
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its readers will revisit over and over for years to come.
A collection of essays which present the elements of Jewish spiritual thinking.
Presented in the form of letters from a rabbi to his sons, Why Judaism Matters is common sense guidance and a road
map for a new generation of young men and women who find Jewish orthodoxy, tradition, issues, and beliefs
impenetrable in 21st Century society. By intimately illustrating how the tenants of Judaism still apply in our modern world,
Rabbi John Rosove gives heartfelt direction to the sons and daughters of reform Jews everywhere.
The author pens a true story of a casually Jewish family's struggle to cope with divisiveness caused when one son
becomes an Orthodox Jew. It is also an excellent reference source for people who want an easy and humorous way to
learn about Judaism.
This study discusses questions surrounding kibbutz and Judaism through examination of different kibbutzim and Thier
issues.
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