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Bar Kokhba Syndrome
Marks' painstaking investigation into the figure of Bar
Kokhba in traditional Jewish literature has indeed
provided a corrective to those on both sides of the
Zionist political spectrum and in doing so he has once
again shown that historical investigations are often quite
useful in elucidating and clarifying various modern
debates.-Jewish Political Studies Review"This is a very
significant contribution to both Jewish literature and
history. The materials which Marks works through are
well-known, but at many points he offers original
interpretations. He provides a comprehensive synthesis
of all the historical interpretations of Bar
Kokhba."-Richard D. Hecht, University of California,
Santa BarbaraBar Kokhba led the Jewish rebellion
against Rome in 132-135 A.D., which resulted in
massive destruction and dislocation of the Jewish
populace of Judea. In early rabbinic literature, Bar
Kokhba was remembered in two ways: as an imposter
claiming to be the Messiah and as a glorious military
leader whose successes led Rabbi Akiva, one of the
great rabbinic authorities of Jewish tradition, to acclaim
him the Messiah. These two earliest images formed the
core of most later perceptions of Bar Kokhba, so that he
became the prototypical false messiah and the
paradigmatic rebel of Jewish history.The Image of Bar
Kokhba in Traditional Jewish Literature is a history of the
perceptions that later Jewish writers living in the fourth
through seventeenth centuries formed of this legendary
hero-villain whose actions, in their eyes, had caused
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enormous suffering and disappointed messianic hopes.
Richard Marks examines each writer's account
individually and in the context of its period, exploring
particularly political and religious implications. He builds
a history of images and looks at larger patterns, such as
the desacralizing of traditional imagery. His findings raise
timely political questions about Bar Kokhba's image
among Jews today.
This book identifies and examines those parallels
between ancient and modern Israel that help to clarify
the conflicts apparent in modern Israel. It discusses such
contemporary issues as the Arab uprising and the Israeli
government’s ambivalence in dealing with it; the
government’s inability to come to a permanent solution
concerning the territories occupied in 1967; and the lack
of a clear-cut consensus in the 1988 elections. By
comparing these and other modern issues to those of
ancient Israel, Sharkansky shows that Israel’s deeplyrooted problems as a nation are likely to continue,
occasionally punctuated by violent outbursts.
“The Israeli Century is one of the most important books
of our generation, emphasizing how Israel is becoming
the center of the Jewish People’s existence and is
laying the solid foundations for its future.” —Isaac
Herzog, President of Israel In this important
breakthrough work, Yossi Shain takes us on a sweeping
and surprising journey through the history of the Jewish
people, from the destruction of the First Temple in the
sixth century B.C.E. up to the modern era. Over the
course of this long history, Jews have moved from a life
of Diaspora, which ultimately led to destruction, to a
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prosperous existence in a thriving, independent nation
state. The new power of Jewish sovereignty has echoed
around the world and gives Israelis a new and significant
role as influential global players. In the Israeli Century,
the Jew is reborn, feeling a deep responsibility for his
tradition and a natural connection to his homeland. A
sense of having a home to return to allows him to travel
the wider world and act with ease and confidence. In the
Israeli Century, the Israeli Jew can fully express the
strengths developed over many generations in the long
period of wandering and exile. As a result, Shain argues,
the burden of preserving the continuity of the Jewish
people and defining its character is no longer the
responsibility of Diaspora communities. Instead it now
falls squarely on the shoulders of Israelis themselves.
The challenges of Israeli sovereignty in turn require
farsighted leaders with a clear-eyed understanding of the
dangers that confront the Jewish future, as well as the
incredible opportunities it offers.
After years of relative neglect, culture is finally receiving
due recognition as a key factor in the evolution and
resolution of conflicts. Unfortunately, however, when
theorists and practitioners of conflict resolution speak of
culture, they often understand and use it in a bewildering
and unhelpful variety of ways. With sophistication and
lucidity, "Culture and Conflict Resolution" exposes these
shortcomings and proposes an alternative conception in
which culture is seen as dynamic and derivative of
individual experience. The book explores divergent
theories of social conflict and differing strategies that
shape the conduct of diplomacy, and examines the role
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that culture has (and has not) played in conflict
resolution. The author is as forceful in critiquing those
who would dismiss or diminish culture s relevance as he
is trenchant in advocating conflict resolution approaches
that make the most productive use of a coherent concept
of culture. In a lively style, Avruch challenges both
scholars and practitioners not only to develop a clearer
understanding of what culture is, but also to take that
understanding and incorporate it into more effective
conflict resolution processes."
First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
In the years leading to the birth of Israel, Zerubavel
shows, Zionist settlers in Palestine consciously sought to
rewrite Jewish history by reshaping Jewish memory.
Zerubavel focuses on the nationalist reinterpretation of
the defense of Masada against the Romans in 73 C.E.
and the Bar Kokhba revolt of 133-135; and on the
transformation of the 1920 defense of a new Jewish
settlement in Tel Hai into a national myth.
This is a collection of studies on the Roman Near East
and Judaea, on Jewish history in the Roman period and
on the Roman army in general. It includes papers on
literary sources and inscriptions. Newly published
material and recent studies are discussed and evaluated.
This work reexamines Israel in terms of its origins as a
haven for a persecuted people and its evolution into a
multi-cultural society. The author suggests that the Israeli
State has divided into seven major cultures.

The essays in this volume, by leading scholars from
within and outside Israel, shed new light on the
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Israeli historians' controversy of the creation of the
State of Israel, the 1948 War and its aftermath,
Israel's attitude towards Holocaust survivors, the
"melting pot" absorption policy and similar subjects.
The attack on Zionist historiography, which initially
came from what is dubbed the "post-Zionist" radical
left, has recently broadened to include a critique
from the right. These essays cover diverse aspects
of the critique, exploring its historiographical,
political, sociological and educational ramifications.
Sicker sheds new light on the political circumstances
surrounding the emergence of Rabbinic Judaism and
Christianity. He places the 300-year history of
Judaea from the Hasmoneans to Bar Kokhba, 167
B.C.E.-135 C.E. in the context of Roman history and
Judaea's geostrategic role in Rome's geopolitics in
the Middle East. However, because of the unique
character of its religion and culture, which bred an
intense nationalism unknown elsewhere in the
ancient world, Judaea turned out to be a weak link
holding the Roman Empire in the east together. As
such, it became a factor of some importance in the
protracted struggle of Rome and Parthia for
hegemony in southwest Asia. Judaea thus took on a
political and strategic significance that was grossly
disproportionate to its size and made its subjugation
and domination an imperative of Roman foreign
policy for two centuries, from Pompeius to Hadrian.
In effect, the history of the period may be viewed as
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the story of the conflict between Roman imperialism
and Judaean nationalism. A fresh look at ancient
Middle Eastern and Roman history that will be
invaluable for students and scholars of ancient
history, post-biblical Jewish history and of Christian
origins.
Examines the uses and misuses of archeological
evidence in the study of Biblical events and life in
Bible times, and describes research on the Exodus,
the early kings, Jesus, ancient women, synagogues,
the Dead Sea Scrolls, and Bar Kockba.
This volume offers a comprehensive overview of
international political violence by bringing together
foreign policy experts on several regions who
examine conflicts in the Fertile Crescent, the
Balkans, the Post-Soviet Region, the Himalayas,
Southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa. With
cogent assessments of civil conflicts that threaten to
be part of a ‘global jihad’, each chapter both
dissects the historical roots and socio-economic
causes that catalyze terrorism in those areas, as well
as posits ways for the United States to meet the
myriad of foreign policy challenges posed by the
growing threat of contemporary international
terrorism.
But a covenantal Israel, which draws its Jewish
identity from divine promise and the biblical
narrative, refuses to surrender to modern
imperatives. As the very nature of Jewish statehood
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has become ever more polarized, American Jewish
life has been profoundly affected by this fateful
Zionist contradiction.".
An epic story of revolution and drama, My Husband,
Bar Kokhba is told through the narrative and letters
of Michal, the young aristocrat, who, despite her
grandfatherÂ's warning, marries Shimeon bar
Kosiva, later to become known as Bar Kokhba,
leader of the greatest revolution against the
Romans. This latest work of historical fiction from the
author of Hanina My Son delves into the life and
times of this fiery revolutionary, shedding a light on
the fascinating historical figure along with the Roman
Emperor Hadrian and Rabbi Akiva, the great
Talmudic sage that helped spark the Bar Kokhba
revolution. Brilliantly describing one of the most
exciting eras in Jewish history, Sanders illustrates
the irreconcilable worldviews of the "enlightened"
Roman Empire and the Jewish people, stubbornly
faithful to its God. My Husband, Bar Kokhba
describes a life and journey of love and sorrow,
revolutions and wars, victory and defeat.
The geopolitical history of the Middle East in
antiquity is principally the story of the continuing
struggle for domination of the trade routes of the
eastern littoral of the Mediterranean Sea, some of
the most valued of which passed through the
relatively narrow strip of territory stretching from the
Egyptian frontier in the Sinai desert to southern
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Syria, and from there to Mesopotamia. That strip of
territory, bounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the
west and the Jordan River to the east, known as
Cisjordan, constituted the primary land-bridge
between northeastern Africa and southwestern Asia.
As a consequence of its geopolitical role as a buffer
zone between Egypt and the major powers of
antiquity, it was always in the interests of the
dominant powers of the region to keep that strip of
territory divided into numerous small city-states that
would be dependent on one or the other of the major
powers for their political survival. The present study
is primarily concerned with the political history of the
Jewish states that emerged in Cisjordan in antiquity,
in effect continuing the narrative of my previous
study, The Rise and Fall of the Ancient Israelite
States, which concluded with the final destruction of
the First Hebrew Commonwealth by the
Babylonians, including the Temple built in Jerusalem
by Solomon, in 586 BCE. This study begins with a
brief discussion of the circumstances that led to that
disastrous event and its aftermath. The subsequent
Persian conquest of Babylonia unexpectedly led to
the emergence of what is frequently spoken of as the
Second Hebrew Commonwealth or the Second
Temple period. The present study reviews the
political history of the Jews in the Land of Israel
between the destruction of the First Temple to the
destruction of the Second Temple, nearly seven
Page 8/18

Acces PDF Bar Kokhba Syndrome
hundred years later, and its aftermath, until the early
second century CE.
This volume explores the conceptual,
methodological and praxeological aspects of
dialectical analysis in world politics. As dialectics has
remained an under-theorised analytical tool in
international relations, this volume provides a critical
resource for those seeking to deploy dialectics in
their own research by showcasing its effectiveness
for understanding and transforming world politics.
Contributions demonstrate a number of innovative
ways in which dialectical thinking can be of benefit to
the study of world politics by covering three thematic
concerns: (i) conceptual or meta-theoretical
dimensions of dialectics; (ii) methodological features
and general principles of dialectical approaches; and
(iii) applications and/or case studies that deploy a
dialectical approach to world politics. Canvassing a
diverse range of dialectical approaches on key
issues in world politics – from global security to
postcolonial resistances, from the theoretical
problems of reification and complexity, to the study
of the global futures and the intercultural historical
expressions of dialectics – Dialectics and World
Politics offers key insights into the social forces and
contradictions that are generative of transformation
in world politics and yet routinely downplayed in
orthodox approaches to international relations. Each
chapter demonstrates how dialectics can be utilized
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more broadly in the discipline and deployed in a
critical fashion as part of an emancipatory project.
This book was originally published as a special issue
of Globalizations.
"Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating account of how and why
a baffling array of peoples, ideologies, and religions have
fought for some four thousand years over a city without either
great wealth, size, or strategic importance. Cline guides us
through the baffling, but always bloody, array of Jewish,
Roman, Moslem, Crusader, Ottoman, Western, Arab, and
Israeli fights for possession of such a symbolic prize in a
manner that is both scholarly and engaging." -Victor Davis
Hanson, Stanford University; author of The Other Greeks and
Carnage and Culture "A beautifully lucid presentation of four
thousand years of history in a single volume. Cline writes
primarily as an archaeologist-avoiding polemic and offering
evidence for any religious claims-yet he has also incorporated
much journalistic material into this study. Jerusalem Besieged
will enlighten anyone interested in the history of military
conflict in and around Jerusalem." -Col. Rose Mary Sheldon,
Virginia Military Institute "This groundbreaking study offers a
fascinating synthesis of Jerusalem's military history from its
first occupation into the modern era. Cline amply deploys
primary source material to investigate assaults on Jerusalem
of every sort, starting at the dawn of recorded history.
Jerusalem Besieged is invaluable for framing the
contemporary situation in the Middle East in the context of a
very long and pertinent history." -Baruch Halpern,
Pennsylvania State University A sweeping history of four
thousand years of struggle for control of one city "[An]
absorbing account of archaeological history, from the ancient
Israelites' first conquest to today's second intifada. Cline
clearly lays out the fascinating history behind the conflicts."
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-USA Today "A pleasure to read, this work makes this
important but complicated subject fascinating." -Jewish Book
World "Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating account of how
and why a baffling array of peoples, ideologies, and religions
have fought for some four thousand years over a city without
either great wealth, size, or strategic importance. Cline guides
us through the baffling, but always bloody, array of Jewish,
Roman, Moslem, Crusader, Ottoman, Western, Arab, and
Israeli fights for possession of such a symbolic prize in a
manner that is both scholarly and engaging." -Victor Davis
Hanson, Stanford University; author of The Other Greeks and
Carnage and Culture
This collection of papers by Aharon Oppenheimer contributes
to the ongoing discussion of the history of the Jews in
Palestine and Babylonia in the period of the Mishnah and the
Talmud. Most of the papers appear now for the first time in
translation from Hebrew. All of them have been selected and
edited to suit this collection, and cross-references as well as
indices have been added.
The Bar Kokhba SyndromeRisk and Realism in International
PoliticsSP Books
To shed light on the tensions he observed between Jewish
perceptions of power versus political realitieswhich "are often
the cause of misguided political decisions," like Israel's
Lebanese WarBiale analyzes Jewish history from the point of
view of politics and power. The author of Gershom Scholem:
Kabbalah and Counter-History here challenges the
conventions of what he terms the Jewish "mythical past": the
anachronistic interpretation that the Diaspora, which occurred
between the fall of an independent Jewish commonwealth in
A.D. 70 and the rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948, was
politically impotent, and, conversely, that the First and
Second Temple periods were eras of full Jewish national
sovereignty.
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The author explores the changing messianic vision and false
messiahs throughout Jewish history, and challenges readers
to take personal responsibility for repairing the world, rather
than sitting around and brooding and waiting for the Messiah
to fix things.
National myths are now seriously questioned in a number of
societies. In the West, for instance, a number of factors have
combined to destabilise the symbolic foundation of nations
and collective identities. As a result, the diagnosis of a deep
cultural crisis has become commonplace. Indeed, who today
has not heard about the erosion of common values or the
undermining of social cohesion? But to efficiently address this
issue, do we know enough about the nature and role of myths
in modern and postmodern societies? Against this
background, National Myths: Constructed Pasts, Contested
Presents relies on a sample of nations from around the world
and seeks to highlight the functioning of national myths, both
as representations that make sense of a collectivity, and as
socially grounded tools used in a web of power relations. The
collection draws together contributions from international
experts to examine the present state of national myths, and
their fate in today’s rapidly-changing society. Can – or must –
nations do without the sort of overarching symbolic
configurations that national myths provide? If so, how to
rethink the fabrics and the future of our societies? This book
will appeal to students and scholars interested in sociology,
national, identity and memory studies, myths, shared beliefs,
or collective imaginaries.
Since independence, Israel has lived with a paradox, needing
and seeking legitimacy, understanding, and empathy from the
world community while simultaneously also discounting the
world. This volume reflects upon Israel's troubled attempts to
balance its desire to be different from a world that it
simultaneously genuinely needs and that it also wants to be a
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legitimate member of. Gathering distinguished scholars and
public figures, this timely book discusses the causes and
consequences of Israel's unsettled relations with the world.
With essays ranging from an account of Israel's exile
mentality and the cosmopolitanism of suffering to a
fragmenting international legal order and whether an
authentic religious process can transform religion into a
powerful lever for peace, the book's innovative analysis will
spark both academic and public debate. Israel in the World:
Legitimacy and Exceptionalism will appeal to scholars and
students with broad ranging research interests including
Middle East Studies, Israeli Studies and international relations
more generally.
Postzionism first emerged in the mid-1980s in writings by
historians and social scientists that challenged the dominant
academic versions of Israeli history, society, and national
identity. Subsequently, this critique was expanded and
sharpened in the writings of philosophers, cultural critics,
legal scholars, and public intellectuals. This reader provides a
broad spectrum of innovative and highly controversial views
on Zionism and its place in the global Jewish world of the
twenty-first century. While not questioning Israel's legitimacy
as a state, many contributors argue that it has yet to become
a fully democratic, pluralistic state in which power is shared
among all of its citizens. Essays explore current attitudes
about Jewish homeland and diaspora as well as the ways
that zionist discourse contributes to the marginalization and
exclusion of such minority communities as Palestinian
citizens, Jews of Middle-Eastern origin (Mizrahim), women,
and the queer community. An introductory essay describes
Postzionism and contextualizes each contribution within the
broader discourse. The most complete collection of
postzionist documents available in English, this anthology is
essential reading for students and scholars of Jewish identity,
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Middle-Eastern conflict, and Israeli history.

This is the first of two volumes of edited sermons
spanning the greater part of the second half of the
twentieth century, and the first major collection of
sermons from a Liberal Jewish point ofview produced in
Britain since Claude G. Montefiore's Truth in Religion of
1906. It combines forthrightly radical thinking with
spirituality, love of Jewish tradition, and an abundance of
carefully documented quotations from classical Jewish
sources. This combination yields many fresh insights into
the interpretation of Scripture, as examined in Part I, and
the significance ofthe Jewish festivals dealt with in Part
II, and brings out the relevance of both to present-day
intellectual and social issues. Both Parts will be found to
contain many original ideas, novel formulations, and
occasional touches of humour.
Spine title: Jewish background of Christianity.
This book goes on a journey into alternative retellings of
Jewish history in order to discover its patterns, which
might give us clues about the future. It proposes
exploring these versions of history as an intellectual
exercise to come to terms with the traumas of the past,
and to prevent repeated tragedies in the future. This
book identifies the direction in which the Jewish people
and their future leaders will develop. Since the Jewish
people have never experienced modern sovereignty
before, it promises to usher in far-reaching changes.
Making a diagnosis of a national neurosis as the cause
for four previous fiascos in Jewish history, the book
explains what must be done in the twenty-first century to
prevent the dark forces of the past from recurring, and
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explores the changes awaiting the Jewish religion and
nation in the Land of Israel.
Two of the world's leading authorities on the classical era
bring together a comprehensive treasury of sources on
Judaism in the ancient period.
This new book by historian David Ohana analyzes
Zionism and the Israeli state as a theological ideology.
The book pursues this provocative end by showing the
dialectical tension between Judaism and Zionism. How
has Zionism molded perceptions and images that were
formed in the Jewish past, and to what extent were these
Jewish themes reflected, modified, and crystallized in the
national culture of the State of Israel? Nationalizing
Judaism covers constituent topics such as Messianism,
Utopianism, territorialism, collective memory, and
political myths along with the critics that threatened to
undermine Zionist appropriations and constructs. Thus,
in addition to the 1942 “Million Plan” and territorial
redemptionist views, the book discusses fundamental
critiques of Messianism penned by the historians
Gershom Scholem and Jacob Talmon and de-territorial
perceptions of the Levant by the writer and the essayist
Jacqueline Kahanoff. Nationalizing Judiasm closes with
the nationalization of the desert, the vision of David BenGurion (“the old man”) who proclaimed statehood in
1948, as shown by his funeral and the symbolic memory
of his grave. In its attempt to acquire historical
legitimation Zionism appropriated themes and myths
from the Jewish past, yet these appropriations were
differentiated as they had selectively culled elements that
suited the national ethos. The book opens with BenPage 15/18
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Gurion’s messianic vision and comes full circle with his
death in 1973.
This book offers readers an insider's view into the ways
Judaism is lived and experienced. it presents narrative
and ethnographic accounts of present day Jewish
practices the rituals, communities, and political
involvement.
Now facing an unprecedented configuration of threats,
Israel's leaders must decide whether to continue their
nuclear ambiguity policy and work to develop a strategic
posture with a refined nuclear strategy. This book
examines Israel's evolving strategy and explains how it
underscores the complexity of strategic interactions in
the Middle East.
"This is the story of the region where monotheism
multiplied, where Christianity came into being, where
Judaism reinvented itself, and where Islam won some of
its greatest triumphs. This book tells the story of the
monotheistic faiths in Galilee from Jesus and Josephus
to the Crusades"-During the first and second centuries A.D., the supremacy of
the Roman Empire was aggressively challenged by three
Jewish rebellions. The facts surrounding the initial uprising of
A.D. 66–74 have been filtered through the biased accounts of
Judeao Roman historian Flavius Josephus. Primary
information regarding the subsequent Diaspora Revolt (A.D.
115–117) and the Bar Kochba Rebellion (A.D. 132–135) is
limited to fragmentary anecdotes emphasizing the religious
implications of the two insurrections. In contrast, this
analytical history focuses objectively on the military aspects of
all three Judean uprisings. The events leading up to each
rebellion are detailed, while the nine appendices cover such
Page 16/18

Acces PDF Bar Kokhba Syndrome
topics as the nature and number of the Jewish rebels and the
factual reliability of the controversial Josephus. One appendix
hypothesizes an alternative history of the war between
Jerusalem and Rome.
In the year 132, a well-planned rebellion broke out in Judea.
The Jewish warrior Bar Kokhba emerged as its leader, and it
has forever after been known by his nama. Now, nearly two
thousand years later, Dr. Yehoshafat Harkabi, former chief of
Military Intelligence of the State of Israel, expert on Arab
affairs, and Professor of International Relations and Middle
Eastern Studies of the Hebrew University, has written the first
comprehensive military analysis of the Bar Kokhba Rebellion.
The implications of this work go well beyond the Jewish
sphere. The Bar Kokhba Rebellion is an instance of how
political and military decisions are made by leaders who
perceive their situation as desperate. It explore under what
conditions and in what straits should leaders risk national
suicide?"
The third volume in this international review takes "raising
standards" as its central theme. Raising standards is no
simple matter, either conceptually or empirically, whatever
politicians might think. If it is to happen, it must draw on
research and practical experience from other countries.
BAR KOKHBA is the search for the truth of the epic struggle
between two strong-willed leaders over who would rule a
nation. One was Hadrian, the cosmopolitan ruler of the vast
Roman Empire, then at its zenith, who some regarded as
divine; the other was Shim’on, a Jewish military leader in a
district of a minor province, who some believed to be the
‘King Messiah’. It is also the tale of the clash of two ancient
cultures. One was the conqueror, seeking to maintain control
of its hard-won dominion; the other was the conquered,
seeking to break free and establish a new nation: Israel.
During the ensuing conflict – the ‘Second Jewish War’ – the
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highly motivated Jewish militia sorely tested the highly trained
professional Roman army. The rebels withstood the Roman
onslaught for three-and-a-half years (AD 132 - 136). They
established an independent nation with its own
administration, headed by Shim’on as its president. The
outcome of that David and Goliath contest was of great
consequence, both for the people of Judaea and for Judaism
itself. So, who was this insurgent Shim’on known today as
‘Bar Kokhba’? How did Hadrian, the Roman emperor who
built the famous Wall in northern Britain, respond to the
challenger? And how, in later ages, did this rebel with a
cause become a hero for the Jews in the Diaspora longing for
the foundation of a new Israel in modern times? This book
describes the author’s personal journey across three
continents to establish the facts. BAR KOKHBA is lucidly
written by the author of the mould-breaking Augustus at War
and the acclaimed biographies Germanicus and Marcus
Agrippa. Drawing on archaeology, art, coins, inscriptions,
militaria, as well as secular and religious documents, Lindsay
Powell presents a fascinating account of the people and
events at a crucial time in world history.
This introductory course text explores the genealogy of the
field of conflict resolution by examining three different epochs
of the field, each one tied to the historical context and events
of the day.
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