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One of the world's great folk story-cycles adapted for the stage by leading theatre
maker Tim Supple, from the stories written by the seminal Lebanese novelist Hanan alShaykh. This unique edition will unlock the ancient tales for a new generation of
readers and performers. Written by Arabic writers from tales gathered in India, Persia
and across the great Arab Empire, the One Thousand and One Nights are the neverending stories told by Shahrazad night after night, under sentence of death, to the king
Shahrayar who has vowed to marry a virgin every night and kill her in the morning.
Shahrazad prolongs her life by keeping the King engrossed in a web of stories that
never ends - a fascinating kaleidoscope of life, love and destiny. The tales that unfold
are erotic, violent, supernatural and endlessly surprising. The web of tales woven by
Shahrazad were exoticised and bowdlerised in the West under the title of the Arabian
Nights. This adaptation unearths the true character of One Thousand and One Nights
as it is in the oldest Arabic manuscripts. In turns erotic, brutal, witty, poetic and
complex, the tales tell of love and marriage, power and punishment, rich and poor, and
the endless trials and uncertainties of fate. The great cities and thriving trade routes of
the Islamic world provide the setting for these stories that employ supernatural mystery
and intense realism to portray the deep and endless drama of human experience.
This award-winning story collection summons all the laughter, darkness and intensity of
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contemporary Irish life. A pair of fast girls court trouble as they cool their heels on a
slow night in a small town. Lonesome hillwalkers take to the high reaches in pursuit of a
saving embrace. A bewildered man steps off a country bus in search of his identity and a stiff drink. These stories, filled with a grand sense of life's absurdity, form a
remarkably surefooted collection that reads like a modern-day Dubliners.
"A "brilliantly done" (Sunday Times, London) comedy of manners that explores the
unease behind the manicured lawns of suburban America from the Orange Prizewinning author of A Crime in the Neighborhood. Littlefield, Massachusetts, named one
of the Ten Best Places to Live in America, full of psychologists and college professors,
is proud of its fine schools, its girls' soccer teams, its leafy streets, and charming village
center. Yet no sooner has sociologist Dr. Clarice Watkins arrived to study the elements
of "good quality of life" than someone begins poisoning the town's dogs. Are the
poisonings in protest to an off-leash proposal for Baldwin Park--the subject of much
town debate--or the sign of a far deeper disorder? Certainly these types of things don't
happen in Littlefield. With an element of suspense, satirical social commentary, and indepth character portraits, Suzanne Berne's nuanced novel reveals the discontent
concealed behind the manicured lawns and picket fences of darkest suburbia. The
Dogs of Littlefield is "a compelling, poignant yet unsentimental novel that examines life,
love, and loss" (Sunday Mirror, UK)"-"A novel about a painter at the height of her career, about the art world, love, fidelity,
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fame, betrayal, and the large choices and prices paid in the quest for art for art's sake"-A supposedly long lost collection of fable-like stories supposedly written by the littleknown middle European writer Maxim Guyavitch ... with a helpful intro and afterword
making it hilariously clear that the keyword is "supposedly." In the novel WHO'S WHO
WHEN EVERYONE IS SOMEONE ELSE, the character "C.D. Rose" (not to be
confused with the author C.D. Rose) searches an unnamed middle-European city for
the long-lost manuscript of a little-known writer named Maxim Guyavitch. That search
was fruitless, but in THE BLIND ACCORDIONIST, "C.D. Rose" has found the
manuscript--nine sparkling, fable-like short stories--and he presents them here with an
(hilarious) introduction explaining the discovery, and an afterword providing (hilarious)
critical commentary on the stories, and what they might reveal about the mysterious
Guyavitch. THE BLIND ACCORDIONIST is another masterful book of world-making by
the real C.D. Rose, absorbing in its mix of intelligence and light-heartedness, and its
ultimate celebration of literature itself. It is the third novel in the series about "C.D.
Rose," although the reader does not need to have read the previous two books. (The
first in the series was THE BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF LITERARY FAILURE,
containing portraits of dunsuccessful writers; the second was WHO'S WHO WHEN
EVERYONE IS SOMEONE ELSE, in which the author of the DICTIONARY, "C.D.
Rose," searches for the manuscript of his favorite dead writer, Maxim Guyavitch, while
on a book tour for the DICTIONARY.) Like those books, THE BLIND ACCORDIONIST
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can be read both as a simple but wonderful collection of quirky stories, and as
comedy--or as a beautiful and moving elegy on the nobility of writers wanting to be
read.
'Through sharply drawn characters, Rossi achieves a clear-eyed and poignant view of a
family in crisis' Sydney Morning Herald A fatal car crash. A young boy orphaned. Who
should now become his parents? Nicholas and April are driving home from a party
when their car crashes on an empty road high up in the Blue Ridge Mountains. As they
lay on the roadside slowly dying, their four-year-old son, Jack, waits for them at home.
In the days after their deaths, their grieving relatives begin to descend on the family
home. There, they are forced to decide who will care for the child Nicholas and April left
behind. Nicholas’s brother Nathaniel and his wife Stefanie aren’t ready to be parents,
but Nicholas’s mother and father have issues of their own. And April’s mother Tammy
is driving across the country to claim her grandson. Spanning a few traumatic days in
the minds of each family member, this is a masterly portrait of grief, the pain of sudden
loss and a family in utter crisis. Gripping, affecting and extremely accomplished, this
unforgettable story asks one crucial question: what do you do when the worst happens?
Presents a collection of stories that explores the heartbreak and radiance of love as it is
shaped by passion, betrayal, and the echoes of intimacy.
"In this powerful short fiction, Mary Gaitskill--whose searing honesty about gender
relations has been legendary since the appearance of Bad Behavior in the
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1980s--considers our moment through the lens of a particular #metoo incident. The
effervescent and well-dressed Quin, a successful book editor and fixture on the New
York arts scene, has long been one of Margot's best friends. When several women in
his field accuse him of inappropriate touching and remarks, Gaitskill builds the account
of his undoing through Quin and Margot's alternating voices, allowing readers to
experience Quin as a whole person--one whose behavior toward women could be
hurtful and presumptuous on the one hand, and keenly supportive on the other. Margot,
an older woman who alternately despairs of and sympathizes with the positions of the
younger women involved in Quin's case, is the thrumming engine of this remarkable
piece of truthtelling. As Gaitskill has said, fiction is the only way that she could
approach this subject, which she sees as subtly colored in shades of gray, rather than
the black and white of our current conversations. Her compliment to her
characters--and to her readers--is that they are unvarnished and real; her belief in our
ability to understand them, even when we don't always admire them, is a beacon of
humanity from one of our greatest contemporary writers"--

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * #1 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER * #1
INDIE NEXT PICK Named a Best Book of the Year: The Washington Post * NPR
* The Atlantic * New York Public Library * Vanity Fair * PBS * Time * Economist *
Entertainment Weekly * Financial Times * Shelf Awareness * Guardian * Sunday
Times * BBC * Esquire * Good Housekeeping * Elle * Real Simple * And more
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than twenty additional outlets “Staggeringly intimate...Taddeo spent eight years
reporting this groundbreaking book.” —Entertainment Weekly “A breathtaking and
important book…What a fine thing it is to be enthralled by another writer’s
sentences. To be stunned by her intellect and heart.” —Cheryl Strayed
“Extraordinary...This is a nonfiction literary masterpiece...I can't remember the
last time a book affected me as profoundly as Three Women.” —Elizabeth Gilbert
“A revolutionary look at women's desire, this feat of journalism reveals three
women who are carnal, brave, and beautifully flawed.” —People (Book of the
Week) A riveting true story about the sex lives of three real American women,
based on nearly a decade of reporting. Lina, a young mother in suburban Indiana
whose marriage has lost its passion, reconnects with an old flame through social
media and embarks on an affair that quickly becomes all-consuming. Maggie, a
seventeen-year-old high school student in North Dakota, allegedly engages in a
relationship with her married English teacher; the ensuing criminal trial turns their
quiet community upside down. Sloane, a successful restaurant owner in an
exclusive enclave of the Northeast, is happily married to a man who likes to
watch her have sex with other men and women. Hailed as “a dazzling
achievement” (Los Angeles Times) and “a riveting page-turner that explores
desire, heartbreak, and infatuation in all its messy, complicated nuance” (The
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Washington Post), Lisa Taddeo’s Three Women has captivated readers,
booksellers, and critics—and topped bestseller lists—worldwide. Based on eight
years of immersive research, it is “an astonishing work of literary reportage” (The
Atlantic) that introduces us to three unforgettable women—and one remarkable
writer—whose experiences remind us that we are not alone.
Mary Gaitskill returns with a luminous new collection of stories—her first in more
than ten years. In “College Town l980,” young people adrift in Ann Arbor debate
the meaning of personal strength at the start of the Reagan era; in the urban fairy
tale “Mirrorball,” a young man steals a girl’s soul during a one-night stand; in
“The Little Boy,” a woman haunted by the death of her former husband is finally
able to grieve through a mysterious encounter with a needy child. Each story
delivers the powerful, original language, and the dramatic engagement of the
intelligent mind with the craving body—or of the intelligent body with the craving
mind—that has come to be seen as stunningly emblematic of Gaitskill’s fiction.
In essays on matters literary, social, cultural, and personal, Mary Gaitskill
explores date rape and political adultery, the transcendentalism of the Talking
Heads, the melancholy of Björk, and the playfulness of artist Laurel Nakadate.
She celebrates the clownish grandiosity and the poetry of Norman Mailer’s long
career and maps the sociosexual cataclysm embodied by porn star Linda
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Lovelace. Witty, wide-ranging, tender, and beautiful, Somebody with a Little
Hammer displays the same heat-seeking, revelatory understanding for which
Gaitskill’s writing has always been known.
She thought, brightly, This is the worst life decision I have ever made! And she
marvelled at herself for a while, at the mystery of this person who'd just done this
bizarre, inexplicable thing. Margot meets Robert. They exchange numbers. They
text, flirt and eventually have sex - the type of sex you attempt to forget. How
could one date go so wrong? Everything that takes place in Cat Person happens
to countless people every day. But Cat Person is not an everyday story. In less
than a week, Kristen Roupenian's New Yorker debut became the most read and
shared short story in their website's history. This is the bad date that went viral.
This is the conversation we're all having. You Know You Want This, Kristen
Roupenian's debut collection, will be published in February 2019.
*LAMBDA LITERARY AWARD FINALIST* "Fresh, funny, bittersweet...This book
delivers humor, humanity and hubris."--New York Times Book Review Named an
NPR, Marie Claire, and Teen Vogue best book of the year and a most anticipated
book of 2020 by Vogue, Harper's Bazaar, Elle, Time, People, BuzzFeed, Bustle,
and more In the tradition of audacious and wryly funny novels like The Idiot and
Convenience Store Woman comes the wildly original coming-of-age story of a
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pregnant pizza delivery girl who becomes obsessed with one of her customers.
Eighteen years old, pregnant, and working as a pizza delivery girl in suburban
Los Angeles, our charmingly dysfunctional heroine is deeply lost and in complete
denial about it all. She's grieving the death of her father (whom she has more in
common with than she'd like to admit), avoiding her supportive mom and loving
boyfriend, and flagrantly ignoring her future. Her world is further upended when
she becomes obsessed with Jenny, a stay-at-home mother new to the
neighborhood, who comes to depend on weekly deliveries of pickled-covered
pizzas for her son's happiness. As one woman looks toward motherhood and the
other toward middle age, the relationship between the two begins to blur in
strange, complicated, and ultimately heartbreaking ways. Bold, tender,
propulsive, and unexpected in countless ways, Jean Kyoung Frazier's Pizza Girl
is a moving and funny portrait of a flawed, unforgettable young woman as she
tries to find her place in the world.
Purity and Danger is acknowledged as a modern masterpiece of anthropology. It
is widely cited in non-anthropological works and gave rise to a body of
application, rebuttal and development within anthropology. In 1995 the book was
included among the Times Literary Supplement's hundred most influential nonfiction works since WWII. Incorporating the philosophy of religion and science
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and a generally holistic approach to classification, Douglas demonstrates the
relevance of anthropological enquiries to an audience outside her immediate
academic circle. She offers an approach to understanding rules of purity by
examining what is considered unclean in various cultures. She sheds light on the
symbolism of what is considered clean and dirty in relation to order in secular and
religious, modern and primitive life.
The award-winning, bestselling debut collection of “beautifully crafted stories”
from the acclaimed author of The Doubter’s Almanac (Chicago Sun-Times).
Highly acclaimed and wildly successful upon its debut, Ethan Canin’s now
classic collection of nine stories combines exquisite precision, humor, and a rare
maturity of observation, capturing those miraculous moments when life opens up
and presents itself to us. Full of life, rich with personal history, plot, and
revelation, the stories in Emperor of the Air are the work of an extraordinarily
gifted young writer. Capturing a wide range of vivid characters and their
unforgettable moments of ache, epiphany, humor, and wisdom, Canin would go
on to prove himself as “the most mature and accomplished novelist of his
generation” (NPR). “Dazzling . . . at times breathtaking, at other times
heartbreaking.” —Walker Percy “A glowing first book . . . An engrossing and
unified collection.” —Matthew Gilbert, The Boston Globe
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The classic story of seven children with a longing to be on stage: the inspiration
for actors from Maggie Smith to Eileen Atkins In the town of Fenchester, seven
resourceful children are yearning to be famous. One day, they come across a
disused chapel, and an idea is formed. With a lick of paint and the addition of a
beautiful curtain (which, however much they try, won't "swish" as stage curtains
ought), the chapel becomes a theatre - and The Blue Door Theatre Company is
formed. The children go from strength to strength, writing, directing and acting in
their own plays. But their schooldays are numbered, and their parents want them
to pack it in and train for sensible jobs. It seems that The Blue Door Theatre
Company will have to go the way of all childhood dreams. But with a bit of luck,
and the help of some influential friends, perhaps this is not the end, but only the
beginning of their adventures in show business...
A trade paperback reissue of National Book Award finalist Mary Gaitskill’s debut collection,
Bad Behavior—powerful stories about dislocation, longing, and desire which depict a
disenchanted and rebellious urban fringe generation that is searching for human connection. •
Now a classic: Bad Behavior made critical waves when it first published, heralding Gaitskill’s
arrival on the literary scene and her establishment as one of the sharpest, erotically charged,
and audaciously funny writing talents of contemporary literature. Michiko Kakutani of The New
York Times called it “Pinteresque,” saying, “Ms. Gaitskill writes with such authority, such radarperfect detail, that she is able to make even the most extreme situations seem real… her
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reportorial candor, uncompromised by sentimentality or voyeuristic charm…underscores the
strength of her debut.”
Your Escape Into A World of Dark Mysteries & Spicy Romance. After being left at the altar,
Jade Roberts seeks solace at her best friend's ranch on the Colorado western slope. Her
humiliation still ripe, she doesn't expect to be attracted to her friend's reticent brother, but when
the gorgeous cowboy kisses her, all bets are off. Talon Steel is broken. Having never fully
healed from a horrific childhood trauma, he simply exists, taking from women what is offered
and giving nothing in return...until Jade Roberts catapults into his life. She is beautiful, sweet,
and giving, and his desire for her becomes a craving he fears he'll never be able to satisfy.
Passion sizzles between the two lovers...but long-buried secrets haunt them both and may
eventually tear them apart.
Bad BehaviorStoriesSimon and Schuster
'Brilliant. Each story takes us into a new world but the collection is bound together by a unified
sensibility and a belief in the power of adaptability.' Michael Billington 'A fox could be a shapeshifter, a spirit being. It could appear in human form if this suited its purposes; it could come
and go as it pleased, play tricks, lead men astray.' An escapee from the Family in Japan; an
animal activist with something to hide; a café-owner in Sydney reconnecting with her estranged
husband; even a journalist on Mars, face-to-face with his fate. The world has taught these men
and women how to change shape, to be cunning - but have they also learned to be wise? In
the Time of Foxes is both compellingly readable and deeply insightful about the times in which
we live, each narrative a compressed novel. With an exhilarating span of people and places, it
shows the short story collection at its most entertaining and rewarding, and introduces Jo
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Lennan as an irresistible new storyteller.
Arrested for snorting cocaine off a car bonnet, award-winning author and quintessential
dilettante Frederic Beigbeder reflects on his troubled childhood, while spending a night in the
cells.
Named a Best Book of the Year by The Washington Post, Time, NPR, Amazon,Vice, Bustle,
The New York Times, The Guardian, Kirkus Reviews, Entertainment Weekly, The AV Club, &
Audible A New York Times Bestseller “One of the most compelling protagonists modern fiction
has offered in years: a loopy, quietly furious pillhead whose Ambien ramblings and Xanaxed
b*tcheries somehow wend their way through sad and funny and strange toward something
genuinely profound.” — Entertainment Weekly “Darkly hilarious . . . [Moshfegh’s] the kind of
provocateur who makes you laugh out loud while drawing blood.” —Vogue From one of our
boldest, most celebrated new literary voices, a novel about a young woman's efforts to duck
the ills of the world by embarking on an extended hibernation with the help of one of the worst
psychiatrists in the annals of literature and the battery of medicines she prescribes. Our
narrator should be happy, shouldn't she? She's young, thin, pretty, a recent Columbia
graduate, works an easy job at a hip art gallery, lives in an apartment on the Upper East Side
of Manhattan paid for, like the rest of her needs, by her inheritance. But there is a dark and
vacuous hole in her heart, and it isn't just the loss of her parents, or the way her Wall Street
boyfriend treats her, or her sadomasochistic relationship with her best friend, Reva. It's the
year 2000 in a city aglitter with wealth and possibility; what could be so terribly wrong? My
Year of Rest and Relaxation is a powerful answer to that question. Through the story of a year
spent under the influence of a truly mad combination of drugs designed to heal our heroine
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from her alienation from this world, Moshfegh shows us how reasonable, even necessary,
alienation can be. Both tender and blackly funny, merciless and compassionate, it is a
showcase for the gifts of one of our major writers working at the height of her powers.
Transgressive, transformative short stories that explore the margins of trans lives. Building on
the success of All City, here is a wry, and at the same time dark and risk-taking, story
collection from author (and baker) Alex DiFrancesco that pushes the boundaries of
transgender awareness and filial bonds. Here is the hate between 16-year-old Junie, who is
transitioning, and their mom's boyfriend Chad when the family moves into Chad's house on
Lake Erie. And here is the love being tested between Sawyer and his dad, who named his boat
after his child and resists changing it from Sara to Sawyer now. There is DiFrancesco's
willingness to enter lands that are violent and comfortless in some of these stories, testing the
limits of what it means to be human, sometimes returning stronger and wiser and sometimes
not returning at all as their characters surge forward into unknown spaces. DiFrancesco's first
novel All City (Seven Stories 2019) was praised by Publishers Weekly as a "loving, grieving
warning [that] thoughtfully traces the resilience, fragility, and joy of precarious communities in
an immediate, compassionate voice." All City was one of BookRiot's "Best Post-Apocalyptic
Books of 2019," Entropy Mag's "Best of 2019," and Largehearted Boy's "Favorite Novels of
2019." It was a finalist for the 2019 Ohioana Book Award for Fiction.
A young woman anxiously waits for her date on a street corner in New York City; he sits in a
pizza parlour across the street, watching her discomfort. A middle-aged woman returns to a
New York that is haunted by the passion and intensity of her former relationship with her
estranged best friend. A secretarial graduate starts her first job at a lawyer's office and quietly
Page 14/27

Read Book Bad Behaviour Mary Gaitskill
keeps her cruel experiences at his hands locked inside herself. The stories in this collection
peer deep into the inner lives of men and women, explore the cavernous spaces between what
we say and what can be expressed, and are full of tenderness and cruelty. Published for the
first time in Penguin Modern Classics, Bad Behaviour provides a devastatingly insightful and
urgently necessary view of our times.

Inside Madeleine is a powerful, daring new collection about the curious,
complicated relationships girls have with their bodies, with other girls and with
boys. This eagerly awaited collection seethes with alienation, lust and rage. It's
even more daring and accomplished than Bomer's first collection, which
Jonathan Franzen described as 'like being attacked by a rabid dog - and feeling
grateful for it. This is some of the rawest and most urgent writing I can remember
encountering'.
This captivating novel shimmers with dark intensity and wicked wit. In a stunning
synthesis of eroticism, rage, pathos, and humor, Gaitskill's "fine storyteller's pace
and brilliant metaphors" (The New York Times Book Review) create a haunting
and unforgettable journey into the dark side of contemporary life and the deepest
recesses of the soul.
“A teen thriller in the vein of the ‘90s horror movie The Craft . . . A beautiful
meditation on meditation . . . Frequently hilarious, and thoughtful throughout.”
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—The New York Times Book Review "The Lightness could be the love child of
Donna Tartt and Tana French, but its savage, glittering magic is all Emily
Temple’s own." —Chloe Benjamin, New York Times bestselling author of The
Immortalists A Belletrist Book Club Pick! A Most Anticipated Novel by
Entertainment Weekly • USA Today • Marie Claire • Elle • WSJ. Magazine •
Glamour • Vulture • Bustle • Buzzfeed • The Millions • The Philadelphia Inquirer
• Minneapolis Star Tribune • The Daily Beast • Refinery 29 • Publishers Weekly
• Literary Hub • Electric Literature • and more! A stylish, stunningly precise, and
suspenseful meditation on adolescent desire, female friendship, and the female
body that shimmers with rage, wit, and fierce longing—an audacious, darkly
observant, and mordantly funny literary debut for fans of Emma Cline, Ottessa
Moshfegh, and Jenny Offill. One year ago, the person Olivia adores most in the
world, her father, left home for a meditation retreat in the mountains and never
returned. Yearning to make sense of his shocking departure and to escape her
overbearing mother—a woman as grounded as her father is mercurial—Olivia runs
away from home and retraces his path to a place known as the Levitation Center.
Once there, she enrolls in their summer program for troubled teens, which Olivia
refers to as “Buddhist Boot Camp for Bad Girls”. Soon, she finds herself drawn
into the company of a close-knit trio of girls determined to transcend their
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circumstances, by any means necessary. Led by the elusive and beautiful
Serena, and her aloof, secretive acolytes, Janet and Laurel, the girls decide this
is the summer they will finally achieve enlightenment—and learn to levitate, to defy
the weight of their bodies, to experience ultimate lightness. But as desire and
danger intertwine, and Olivia comes ever closer to discovering what a body—and
a girl—is capable of, it becomes increasingly clear that this is an advanced and
perilous practice, and there’s a chance not all of them will survive. Set over the
course of one fateful summer that unfolds like a fever dream, The Lightness
juxtaposes fairy tales with quantum physics, cognitive science with religious
fervor, and the passions and obsessions of youth with all of these, to explore
concepts as complex as faith and as simple as loving people—even though you
don’t, and can’t, know them at all. “A suspenseful debut.” –People Pick
THE INSTANT BESTSELLER • An indelible portrait of girls, the women they
become, and that moment in life when everything can go horribly wrong NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • NPR •
The Guardian • Entertainment Weekly • San Francisco Chronicle • Financial
Times • Esquire • Newsweek • Vogue • Glamour • People • The Huffington Post
• Elle • Harper’s Bazaar • Time Out • BookPage • Publishers Weekly • Slate
Northern California, during the violent end of the 1960s. At the start of summer, a
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lonely and thoughtful teenager, Evie Boyd, sees a group of girls in the park, and
is immediately caught by their freedom, their careless dress, their dangerous
aura of abandon. Soon, Evie is in thrall to Suzanne, a mesmerizing older girl, and
is drawn into the circle of a soon-to-be infamous cult and the man who is its
charismatic leader. Hidden in the hills, their sprawling ranch is eerie and run
down, but to Evie, it is exotic, thrilling, charged—a place where she feels
desperate to be accepted. As she spends more time away from her mother and
the rhythms of her daily life, and as her obsession with Suzanne intensifies, Evie
does not realize she is coming closer and closer to unthinkable violence. Finalist
for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • Finalist for the National Book Critics
Circle John Leonard Award • Shortlisted for The Center for Fiction First Novel
Prize • The New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice • Emma Cline—One
of Granta’s Best of Young American Novelists Praise for The Girls “Spellbinding
. . . a seductive and arresting coming-of-age story.”—The New York Times Book
Review “Extraordinary . . . Debut novels like this are rare, indeed.”—The
Washington Post “Hypnotic.”—The Wall Street Journal “Gorgeous.”—Los Angeles
Times “Savage.”—The Guardian “Astonishing.”—The Boston Globe “Superbly
written.”—James Wood, The New Yorker “Intensely consuming.”—Richard Ford
“A spectacular achievement.”—Lucy Atkins, The Times “Thrilling.”—Jennifer Egan
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“Compelling and startling.”—The Economist
A bold debut novel for fans of Emma Cline's The Girls and Edan Lepucki's
California--a story of love, lust, and the spaces in between, from a "captivating"
(NYTBR) new voice in fiction. It is 1950, and nine-year-old Willa's sheltered
childhood is about to come to an end when her mother's beau arrives with his
two sons to her family's summer home in British Columbia. As Willa's older sister
pairs off with the older of these boys, Willa finds herself alone in the off-kilter
company of the younger, Patrick. When, one afternoon, Patrick lures Willa into a
dilapidated rowboat, Willa embarks upon an increasingly damaging relationship
with Patrick, one that will forever reconfigure her understanding of herself. DemiGods traces the tumultuous years of Willa's coming-of-age as she is drawn
further into Patrick's wicked games. Though they see each other only a handful
of times, each of their encounters is increasingly charged with sexuality and
degradation. When Willa finally realizes the danger of her relationship with
Patrick, she desperately tries to reverse their dynamic, with devastating results.
Daring, singular, and provocative, Demi-Gods announces the arrival of one of the
most exciting new voices in contemporary literature.
At twenty-three, Ann-Marie is single, broke, and furious, and convinced that
love—sweet love!—is the answer to all of her problems. Then she meets legendary
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second wave feminist Stephanie Haight, who becomes obsessed with the idea
that she can save Ann-Marie and her entire generation. From Little Mermaidthemed warehouse parties and ritual worship ceremonies summoning ancient
goddesses to disastrous one-night stands with strikingly unsuitable men, AnnMarie hurtles through London and life. Fiercely clever and unapologetically wild,
Eat My Heart Out is the satire for our narcissistic, hedonistic, post-postfeminist
era.
From the author of the National Book Award–nominated Veronica: Mary
Gaitskill's most poignant and powerful work yet—the story of a Dominican girl, the
white woman who introduces her to riding, and the horse who changes
everything for her Velveteen Vargas is eleven years old, a Fresh Air Fund kid
from Brooklyn. Her host family is a couple in upstate New York: Ginger, a failed
artist on the fringe of Alcoholics Anonymous, and Paul, an academic who
wonders what it will mean to “make a difference” in such a contrived situation.
The Mare illuminates the couple's changing relationship with Velvet over the
course of several years, as well as Velvet's powerful encounter with the horses at
the stable down the road, as Gaitskill weaves together Velvet's vital inner-city
community and the privileged country world of Ginger and Paul. The timeless
story of a girl and a horse is joined with the timeless story of people from different
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races and socioeconomic backgrounds trying to meet one another honestly in a
novel that is raw, striking, and completely original.
Sheila O'Flanagan's bestseller BAD BEHAVIOUR is an irresistible tale of
friendship, love and sweet revenge, not to be missed by readers of Lisa Jewell
and Marian Keyes. Reviewers love Sheila's books: 'An exciting love story with a
deliciously romantic denouement' Sunday Express Darcey and Nieve were best
friends for life. Until Nieve stole the heart of Aidan, the boy Darcey had fallen in
love with while Nieve was travelling. Aidan was going to propose the very night
Nieve caught his eye, and Darcey had seen the ring. For the next ten years she's
been haunted by the memory of her humiliation. No career success, no comfort
her eccentric but loving family can offer, not even (short-lived) marriage to Neil,
can console her. And then the invitation comes: to the wedding of Aidan and
Nieve, neither of whom she's seen since they left Ireland for life in the USA.
They're coming home to have the wedding of a lifetime at Ireland's most
expensive hotel. Will Darcey be there? Will there be fireworks? And can the past
be put to rest at last? What readers are saying about Bad Behaviour: 'Read it
from cover to cover in two days and loved every minute. Excellent' Amazon
reviewer, 5 stars 'Thoroughly enjoyable - a cut above the ditzy chic-lit. A good bit
of substance to the story, excellent characterisation and a damn good read. Keep
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'em coming!' Goodreads reviewer, 5 stars 'Wonderful and totally absorbing. This
book is a MUST for the romantics' Goodreads reviewer, 5 stars 'Another lovely
book by Sheila O'Flanagan! I love the gentle flow of the book and the characters
she creates' Amazon reviewer, 5 stars
Wickedly hilarious and utterly recognizable, Girls in White Dresses tells the story of
three women grappling with heartbreak and career change, family pressure and new
love—all while suffering through an endless round of weddings and bridal showers.
Isabella, Mary, and Lauren feel like everyone they know is getting married. On Sunday
after Sunday, at bridal shower after bridal shower, they coo over toasters, collect
ribbons and wrapping paper, eat minuscule sandwiches and doll-sized cakes. They
wear pastel dresses and drink champagne by the case, but amid the celebration these
women have their own lives to contend with: Isabella is working at a mailing-list
company, dizzy with the mixed signals of a boss who claims she’s on a diet but has
Isabella file all morning if she forgets to bring her a chocolate muffin. Mary thinks she
might cry with happiness when she finally meets a nice guy who loves his mother, only
to realize he’ll never love Mary quite as much. And Lauren, a waitress at a Midtown
bar, swears up and down she won’t fall for the sleazy bartender—a promise that his
dirty blond curls and perfect vodka sodas make hard to keep. With a wry sense of
humor, Jennifer Close brings us through those thrilling, bewildering, what-on-earth-am-Igoing-to-do-with-my-life years of early adulthood. These are the years when everyone
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else seems to have a plan, a great job, and an appropriate boyfriend, while Isabella has
a blind date with a gay man, Mary has a crush on her boss, and Lauren has a goldfish
named Willard. Through boozy family holidays and disastrous ski vacations,
relationships lost to politics and relationships found in pet stores, Girls in White Dresses
pulls us deep inside the circle of these friends, perfectly capturing the wild frustrations
and soaring joys of modern life. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from Jennifer
Close's The Smart One.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, THE HUFFINGTON POST, AND SHELF
AWARENESS • “In Hausfrau, Anna Karenina goes Fifty Shades with a side of
Madame Bovary.”—Time “A debut novel about Anna, a bored housewife who, like her
Tolstoyan namesake, throws herself into a psychosexual journey of self-discovery and
tragedy.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “Sexy and insightful, this gorgeously written novel
opens a window into one woman’s desperate soul.”—People Anna was a good wife,
mostly. For readers of The Girl on the Train and The Woman Upstairs comes a striking
debut novel of marriage, fidelity, sex, and morality, featuring a fascinating heroine who
struggles to live a life with meaning. Anna Benz, an American in her late thirties, lives
with her Swiss husband, Bruno—a banker—and their three young children in a postcardperfect suburb of Zürich. Though she leads a comfortable, well-appointed life, Anna is
falling apart inside. Adrift and increasingly unable to connect with the emotionally
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unavailable Bruno or even with her own thoughts and feelings, Anna tries to rouse
herself with new experiences: German language classes, Jungian analysis, and a
series of sexual affairs she enters with an ease that surprises even her. But Anna can’t
easily extract herself from these affairs. When she wants to end them, she finds it’s
difficult. Tensions escalate, and her lies start to spin out of control. Having crossed a
moral threshold, Anna will discover where a woman goes when there is no going back.
Intimate, intense, and written with the precision of a Swiss Army knife, Jill Alexander
Essbaum’s debut novel is an unforgettable story of marriage, fidelity, sex, morality, and
most especially self. Navigating the lines between lust and love, guilt and shame,
excuses and reasons, Anna Benz is an electrifying heroine whose passions and
choices readers will debate with recognition and fury. Her story reveals, with honesty
and great beauty, how we create ourselves and how we lose ourselves and the
sometimes disastrous choices we make to find ourselves. Praise for Hausfrau “Elegant
. . . There is much to admire in Essbaum’s intricately constructed, meticulously
composed novel, including its virtuosic intercutting of past and present.”—Chicago
Tribune “For a first novelist, Essbaum is extraordinary because she is a poet. Her
language is meticulous and resonant and daring.”—NPR’s Weekend Edition “We’re in
literary territory as familiar as Anna’s name, but Essbaum makes it fresh with sharp
prose and psychological insight.”—San Francisco Chronicle “This marvelously quiet
book is psychologically complex and deeply intimate. . . . One of the smartest novels in
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recent memory.”—The Dallas Morning News “Essbaum’s poignant, shocking debut
novel rivets.”—Us Weekly “A powerful, lyrical novel . . . Hausfrau boasts taut pacing and
melodrama, but also a fully realized heroine as love-hateable as Emma Bovary.”—The
Huffington Post “Imagine Tom Perrotta’s American nowheresvilles swapped out for a
tidy Zürich suburb, sprinkled liberally with sharp riffs on Swiss-German grammar and
European hypocrisy.”—New York
A finalist for the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award, here is
an evocative novel about female friendship in the glittering 1980s. Alison and Veronica
meet amid the nocturnal glamour of 1980s New York: One is a young model stumbling
away from the wreck of her career, the other an eccentric middle-aged office temp.
Over the next twenty years their friendship will encompass narcissism and tenderness,
exploitation and self-sacrifice, love and mortality. Moving seamlessly from present and
past, casting a fierce yet compassionate eye on two eras and their fixations, the result
is a work of timeless depth and moral power.
Manipulators and liars, egomaniacs, bullies, interrupters, condescenders, ice queens,
backstabbers, hypocrites, withholders, belligerents, self-deceivers, whiners, know-italls, nitpickers: these are some of the characters you’ll encounter in Difficult People, a
collection of stories that investigates and celebrates difficult people (and some
animals). As these characters fumble through their quests for YouTube fame, stand-up
glory, romantic love, stable employment or anyone who can tolerate them, they reveal
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that we are all, in our own ways, difficult people. Praise for Catriona Wright’s recent
book of poetry, Table Manners: “... a baroque feast of juicy diction and inventive
wordplay that explores food as social ritual and slippery signifier of desire.” —Barb
Carey, The Toronto Star “Deft, dark, and unflinching, Catriona Wright’s work is standup comedy for the mind.” —Emily Schultz, author of The Blondes “If you've ever
Instagrammed your lunch, or directed distain toward somebody who has, this is the
book for you. The poems are vivid, surprising, and pretty much devourable.” —Kerry
Clare, 49th Shelf “Tightly woven and elaborate in their conceit, the poems in Table
Manners linger both on the mind and palate.” —Gillian Sze, Montreal Review of Books
A collection of startling and breathtaking stories about people struggling with the
disparity between what they want and what they know. A New York Times Notable
Book A man tells a story to a woman sitting beside him on a plane, little suspecting
what it reveals about his capacity for cruelty and contempt. A callow runaway girl is
stranded in a strange city with another woman’s fractiously needy children. An
uncomprehending father helplessly lashes out at the daughter he both loves and
resents. In these raw, startling, and incandescently lovely stories, the author of
Veronica yields twelve indelible portraits of people struggling with the disparity between
what they want and what they know. Because They Wanted To is further evidence that
Gaitskill is one of the fiercest, funniest, and most subversively compassionate writers at
work today.
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A hypnotic and absorbing debut novel from an extraordinary new talent—a must-read for
fans of Sally Rooney, Jennifer Down, Siri Hustvedt and André Aciman (Call Me By Your
Name)
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