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A young man is transformed into a barbarian fighter
in this adventure from “one of the leading masters of
epic fantasy” (Publishers Weekly). Wallie Smith can
feel the pain. He goes to the hospital and
remembers the doctors and the commotion, but
when he wakes up it all seems like a dream.
However, if that was a dream, how do you explain
waking up in another body and in another world?
Little Wallie finds himself in the physique of a
barbarian swordsman, accompanied by both an
eccentric priest babbling about the Goddess and a
voluptuous slave girl. Is this a rude awakening or a
dream come true? What in the world will Wallie do
now that he has found himself stranded in a strange
realm? Well, it just so happens that the Goddess is
in need of a swordsman. It will not be easy, but if he
succeeds he will have everything he wants. If he
does not, things could get ugly. Wallie is reluctant
but sees his chance. If only he had the faintest clue
as to the adventure he is about to unleash! If only he
could imagine the forces that will be out to vanquish
him!
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The Man of His Word series debut—a novel “with
Field Part Three And The Living God Part Four
enough fresh ideas to allow it to sit unashamedly
alongside the great fantasy books of recent times”
(Fantasy Book Review). “Duncan’s unique concept
of goblins, fauns, and imps adds a new twist to this
imaginative fantasy adventure” as Princess Inosolan
is forced to leave behind her carefree childhood—as
well as her dear friend, the stableboy Rap (Library
Journal). Now of marriageable age, she is sent to a
finishing school to hone the skills that all noble ladies
should possess. Mystery, menace, and the gods
appear in short order, as Inos and Rap begin to
discover their magical powers, even as Inos is
courted by a charming man with motives far more
dangerous than the eye—and heart—can see . . .
“Magic Casement has a charm and vibrant sense of
humor. . . . If it’s traditional fantasy adventure with a
bit of nudge-nudge wink-wink you’re after, Dave
Duncan is your go-to guy.” —SFReviews.net
A "detective story" that delivers key insights for any
businessperson asking the questions: who really are
our customers, why do we lose them, how do we
regain them? Mogul William Goldman's zinger about
the movie business - "nobody knows nothing" - can
easily be said today about companies and their
customers. Despite big data and a mind-boggling
array of analytical tools, companies still grasp at
straws when trying to understand who their
customers are; why they buy their products and
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services - or don't; why they lose them; and how to
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regain them. In an entertaining detective story, David
Scott Duncan tells the tale of Tazza, a fictional
regional chain of Boston-based cafes trying to go big
time. The only problem: sales are declining at
several key stores and they can't figure out why. The
cast of characters include Cate Forrest, Tazza's
CEO, Alex Baker, a "market detective," Jordan Sims,
a young computer whiz at Tazza, and Ed Amato, the
"Mayor" of Tazza-their most loyal customer-who has
stopped visiting their stores. Eventually, Jordan
discovers why the "Mayor" has fired Tazza, a
revelation that leads to the "a-ha moment" that
enables the company to get its ship in order.
Through this parable, Duncan shows that until a
company understands why customers "hire" and
"fire" them, they literally know nothing. Ending with
practical tools to help anyone learn craft of
understanding customers, The Secret Life of
Customers will help anyone get in tune with what
customers want, today and in the future.
“A complex and gripping story” of plague, prophecy,
and a woman’s quest for freedom from the author of
Portal of a Thousand Worlds (Booklist). The world
was desperate. Since the empire had fallen a
hundred years ago, Gwin and her people had nearly
given up hope that the Renewer would come. Gwin
had lost everything. Her husband was killed in one of
the wars. Her children died of Star Sickness. Even
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her work at the hostel was in jeopardy because the
Field Part Three And The Living God Part Four
politicians had it out for her. The cursed Gwin,
therefore, had nothing to lose. When she took in the
girl, a survivor of the Star Sickness, it was a dreadful
crime. Gwin was at the end of her rope, and possibly
the end of her life if she was found out. But the
Sickness had left the girl with certain magic, certain
powers, which could prove very useful to them both.
Was it possible that this young survivor could save
their lives and the empire? Was a new life for Gwin
and her world finally at hand?
From the bestselling author of The Storm Before the
Storm and host of the Revolutions podcast comes
the thrilling story of the Marquis de Lafayette’s
lifelong quest to defend the principles of liberty and
equality Few in history can match the revolutionary
career of the Marquis de Lafayette. Over fifty
incredible years at the heart of the Age of
Revolution, he fought courageously on both sides of
the Atlantic. He was a soldier, statesman, idealist,
philanthropist, and abolitionist. As a teenager,
Lafayette ran away from France to join the American
Revolution. Returning home a national hero, he
helped launch the French Revolution, eventually
spending five years locked in dungeon prisons. After
his release, Lafayette sparred with Napoleon, joined
an underground conspiracy to overthrow King Louis
XVIII, and became an international symbol of liberty.
Finally, as a revered elder statesman, he was
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instrumental in the overthrow of the Bourbon
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Dynasty in the Revolution of 1830. From enthusiastic
youth to world-weary old age, from the pinnacle of
glory to the depths of despair, Lafayette never
stopped fighting for the rights of all mankind. His
remarkable life is the story of where we come from,
and an inspiration to defend the ideals he held dear.
When the wyrd-woman warned Ivor he was going to
meet a monster, he didn't believe her. He thought he
had worse things to worry about. He was wrong
about both.
Presents a narrative history of the American National
Park System, examining the events and political
battles that led to the establishment of each park
while profiling each for its unique attributes, in a
volume that also pays tribute to key advocates.
As long as there is money to be made, there will be
Wildcatters. Throughout human history wildcatters,
the first great explorers and prospectors to lay claim
to newly discovered lands, have marched to the beat
of a different drummer-motivated by a deep yearning
to be the first to walk on uncharted land and benefit
from treasures yet to be discovered. In the future,
wildcatters in space will travel to exoplanets, located
in The Big Nothing, to search for new chemicals
which, when transformed into pharmaceuticals, will
bring untold wealth and fame to the individuals and
corporations that stake their claim for exclusive
exploitation rights. Such is the quest of the crew of
Page 5/29

Access Free Author Dave Duncan Two Book
Bundle Collection Of Series Handful Of Men
Books Three And Four Includes The Stricken
the independent starship Golden Hind, whose
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mission is to travel a year and a half to "Cacafuego",
beat the larger corporations to the exoplanet's
resources, and strike it rich for themselves. But will a
yellow warning flag, planted above the planet, stop
them? Or will the Golden Hind's prospector foray to
the planet's surface, possibly to never return alive?
Journey to a quarantined planet in this “entertaining,
fast-moving, and thoughtful” science fiction novel (S.
M. Stirling). On the outskirts of the Ayne Sector sits
Pock’s World. Years ago, humankind settled the
planet. Now, it might or might not have been infested
by humanoid aliens, hidden amongst the populace,
waiting to interbreed and use humans as incubators
for their parasitic spawn. Five people are chosen to
travel to the quarantined Pock’s World to find out
whether it should be sterilized of all life--a ruthless
priest, a scandal-seeking reporter, an ambitious
politician, a bureaucrat, and a questionable
billionaire. Each has his or her own agenda as to
what they wish to find on that distant planet. Instead,
they discover the unexpected--a web of deceit, love,
politics, and religion. With very little time left, there
don’t seem to be any simple answers in the
complicated universe of Pock’s World. From the
celebrated author of Portal of a Thousand Worlds
and the Seventh Sword series, this is a suspenseful
adventure from Dave Duncan, who “has produced
one excellent book after another” (Locus).
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rise through the ranks from “a great world-builder”
and
award-winning author (SFReview). Space opera at its
finest and most action?filled, from the bestselling author
of fantasy quests, epic tales, and swashbuckling
adventures. Vaun, born a peasant in the stinking mud
flats of Ult, a thriving colony planet, claws his way to
survival and fame by becoming the toughest young
officer in the Space Patrol. A veteran of the brutal
training academy, he seizes opportunities as they arise,
leading the first ship out against a surprise attack by the
mysterious Brotherhood. He returns to a hero’s
welcome as the Brotherhood ship falls to the surface of
his home planet in shattered pieces. The Brotherhood is
elsewhere unstoppable, though, as neighboring planets,
one by one, fall silent, conquered. And then, the Patrol
detects a huge spacecraft launched from one of the
now?silent worlds and headed for Ult. Facing a
challenge greater than he can truly hope to overcome,
Vaun nonetheless sets out to save Ult for a second time.
The author of Magic Casement returns to the fantastical
world of Pandemia: “The series bears resemblance to
Robin Hobb’s Farseer Trilogy” (Fantasy Book Review).
When Queen Inos was abducted through the magic
casement and her friend, the stableboy Rap, tried to
follow her, they arrived in places very strange—and very
far apart . . . Inos finds herself in the country of Zark,
captured by a powerful sorceress who rules over the
desert land with a brutal magic. Meanwhile, Rap and his
companions wind up in Faerie. Desperate to find Inos,
he’ll try anything, even though witches and warlocks
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though, a sea captain, hires Rap as part of his crew,
they embark on a journey that could take him farther
away from Inos—and deeper into a dangerous adventure
. . . “If it’s traditional fantasy adventure with a bit of
nudge-nudge wink-wink you’re after, Dave Duncan is
your go-to guy. ”—SFReviews.net “Duncan takes all the
trusted fantasy ingredients, meticulously prepares them
and brings them together with skill and relish. . . . The
series bears resemblance to Robin Hobb’s Farseer
Trilogy.” —Fantasy Book Review “Duncan’s unique
concept of goblins, fauns, and imps adds a new twist to
this imaginative fantasy adventure. Recommended.”
—Library Journal
A princess and a stableboy? It sounds like the worst sort
of hackneyed formula romance. Think again, for "A Man
of His Word" may well be the most original fantasy you
ever read. The magic is unique and applied in
unexpected ways, some of which the late Lester del Rey
admitted he had not met in fifty years as writer and
editor. The world itself is unique--there are no humans in
Pandemia, only imps, elves, gnomes, jotnar, and many
more, all of whom you will recognize as "human". Hunted
now by the fearsome warlock wardens who rule the
world, Inos is convinced that Rap is dead. But Rap is not,
and the tide may be about to turn...
A young imperor flees his own kingdom to escape an
army of sorcerers in this “lively adventure” of a fantasy
novel from the author of The Cutting Edge (Publishers
Weekly). The old imperor was dead at last. His popular
soldier grandson, known as Shandie, had succeeded
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by the mad dwarf Xinixo. Year after year, he had been
stealthily ensorcelling sorcerers, turning them into loyal
minions. Now, wielding their combined power, he was
irresistible. He ruled the Impire, so he ruled the world. He
would continue to rule it for centuries. Anyone who knew
the truth or opposed him in any way, he would destroy or
enslave. That especially included his old enemy, King
Rap of Krasnegar; Shandie, the rightful imperor; and all
their supporters, their friends, their families. All of them!
But first he had to catch them. With his infinite magic,
that ought to be easy. Rap and Shandie had other ideas,
but even they could see that their cause looked
hopeless.
Fifteen years after the city of Celebre is conquered by
the evil Bloodlord Stralg and his fanatical sister, Saltaja,
the Mutineer Marno Cavotti amasses a powerful
liberation force in the hopes of rescuing the city's four
exiled heirs. 15,000 first printing.
A new adventure of brotherhood and magic from beloved
fantasist Dave Duncan In the Kingdom of Jorgary, the
days of feudal chivalry are fading as national armies are
formed. But Ottokar Magnus is still baron, and his host of
brothers include Anton, an ambitious young soldier, and
Wulfgang, an amiable teenager. Unable to seek his
fortune as a knight errant, Anton has enlisted with the
royal Jorgarian hussars and taken Wulf along as his
servant. There is magic in Jorgary, but it is regarded as
Satanism, rituals performed by Speakers who are in
contact with the Devil. The Speakers, though, believe
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Speaker...but Wulf is. Anxious to impress the court,
Anton exhibits spectacular horsemanship at a royal hunt,
with a little boost from Wulf. Two nights later he is
dragged before Cardinal Zdenek, the king's chief
minister. Zdenek offers him an earldom and anything
else he could dream of if he will ride at once to a
strategic fortress at Cardice and take command there.
The count and his son have died, victims of both treason
and witchcraft. The cardinal thinks that neighboring
enemies are preparing to invade, using "modern" arms to
capture the fort. Mortal resources alone will not suffice,
but Zdenek knows that Anton's improbable jump at the
hunt was aided by supernatural power. Anton wants
nothing to do with this mission, but Wulf's Voices tell him
that they should accept the charge. The result is a
harrowing ride through limbo with astonishing results. At
the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without
Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The looming threat of a once-in-a-millennium magical
event sends nineteenth-century China into violent chaos
in this epic alternate-history fantasy. Author of the
Seventh Sword series Dave Duncan transports us to
Imperial China in an alternate nineteenth century—an
Asian epoch not unlike the Boxer Rebellion era—with a
spellbinding tale of rebellion, political intrigue, larceny,
seduction, shape-shifting, dark magic, and murder.
These are troubled years in the Good Land. Ten
centuries have passed since the last time the Portal of a
Thousand Worlds opened, bringing chaos, upheaval,
and radical change to the then-ruling dynasty, and now
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reincarnated through countless generations and
remembers all he has ever learned—knows what the
future holds, but he has been imprisoned for refusing to
comply with a repressive imperial government’s wishes.
Now, those hoping to seize the opportunity for wealth
and position are hatching sinister plots. And as the coldhearted dowager empress closely guards a fateful
secret, and a rebel army led by a fanatical zealot gathers
strength under the Bamboo Banner, the cataclysm
approaches. . . . The recipient of two Aurora Awards and
numerous Locus and Endeavour Award nominations,
Dave Duncan is an acknowledged master of sword-andsorcery adventure on par with George R. R. Martin of
Game of Thrones fame. A sprawling epic with a colorful
cast of royals, thieves, prostitutes, gods, warriors,
dragons, assassins, merchants, and mages set against
the backdrop of a volatile alternate Asia, Portal of a
Thousand Worlds is a magnificent work of invention from
one of the premier fantasists of our day.
The saga of Inos and Rap comes to its thrilling
conclusion in the final Man of His Word novel from “one
of the leading masters of epic fantasy” (Publishers
Weekly). While Queen Inos and her new husband, the
cursed Sultan Azak, head to the capital city to beg the
emperor’s aid, Rap is imprisoned and tortured in the
sultan’s dungeons. But a third magic word gives him
power beyond his wildest dreams, allowing him to
escape. Struggling with his newfound abilities—and his
feelings for Inos—he follows after her. With his faithful
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forging his own destiny as one of the most feared men in
the kingdom. “If it’s traditional fantasy adventure with a
bit of nudge-nudge wink-wink you’re after, Dave Duncan
is your go-to guy. ”—SFReviews.net “Duncan takes all
the trusted fantasy ingredients, meticulously prepares
them and brings them together with skill and relish. . . .
The series bears resemblance to Robin Hobb’s Farseer
Trilogy.” —Fantasy Book Review “Duncan’s unique
concept of goblins, fauns, and imps adds a new twist to
this imaginative fantasy adventure. Recommended.”
—Library Journal
A young couple battles forces determined to keep them
apart in this high fantasy series by “one of the leading
masters of epic fantasy” (Publishers Weekly). These
four fantasy novels of love and adventure follow the
exploits of childhood friends Inos and Rap as their
feelings are tested by the direst of circumstances. But
while abduction, magic, and imprisonment conspire to
separate them, the two remain steadfast in their
determination to be together. Magic Casement: Inos
enjoys an idyllic childhood with her friend Rap, but
friendship between a princess and a stable boy can
never be simple. Soon, they are thrust into adulthood
and a magical world full of infinite surprises. Faery Lands
Forlorn: When Inos is abducted through the magic
casement and Rap tries to follow her, they arrive in two
very strange new lands. With Rap in Faerie and Inos in
Zark, they are at opposite ends of the world, but that
doesn’t stop the young stable boy from heading to Zark
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head home to Krasnegar to claim her kingdom. Perilous
Seas: Hunted by the fearsome warlock wardens who rule
the world, Inos is convinced that Rap has died. Little
does she know, he is alive and, with the aid of his magic
wand, trying to bring happiness to his beloved queen.
But when the evil Nordland raider, Kalkor, arrives in port,
Rap’s plans begin to fall apart. Emperor and Clown:
With Inos married to the wrong man and Rap dying in a
dungeon, their cause seems hopeless. Only Aunt Kade
refuses to admit defeat. Taking events into her own
hands, she knows exactly the five men she can coerce
into helping her . . .

The mightiest swordsmen in the relm, are bound by
magic to defend their noble wards...to the death. The
King's Blades The unloved child of the unscrupulous
King Ambrose,Princess Malinda learned at an early
age to fight for what was rightfully hers. Now, with
the Kings abrupt death, civil war has become her
grim destiny. Making her uncertain way through the
blood labyrinth of schemesand betrayals, Malinda
can trust none but the Blades of the Royal Guard.
But the Blades themselves are in grave peril. And
the young Queen faces the most crucialdecision of
her life: a choice that will either redeem her kingdom
from chaos...or bring ultimate destruction down upon
it, her Blades, and herself.
The Aurora Award–winning novel of a remote farfuture world caught in a cycle of destruction, from the
author of the Seventh Sword saga. On the distant
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planet of Vernier, a single day lasts an eternity.
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Lifetimes pass before a region fully experiences
dawn, midday, and dusk. With each new daybreak
comes a new generation, with no memory of the
catastrophes that occurred when the sun crawled
across the sky—entire civilizations scorched into
oblivion. Only Vernier’s “angels” possess the
ancient knowledge to preserve past technologies
that will save the world’s population from the
ruthless cycle of destruction. Knobil was born during
the west of January among the herdsmen, a
primitive culture in which the men fight to the death
to preserve their own lineage. He is also the son of
an “angel,” who left him the means to enter Heaven.
It is an odyssey that will take Knobil among all the
other peoples of his world—the beautiful but
unthinking seafolk, the cruel slavers, the
manipulative traders, the secretive spinsters—to a
destiny he may die before embracing at the far end
of December. Of epic scope, this is a novel of the
struggle for survival in a hostile environment from the
author of The Reluctant Swordsman and Portal of a
Thousand Worlds, “an expert at producing pageturning adventure” (Locus).
The Great Game of Gods is afoot. In a world on the
brink of madness... In the summer of 1914, a young
man of reputation beyond reproach awakens under
police guard - grievously injured and accused of
heinous, impossible murder. And in a strange,
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distant place... The youngest member of a penniless
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acting troupe has been taken prisoner by the loyal
minions of a corrupt, vengeful goddess. For an
ancient prophecy has divided the realm's ruling
Deities into warring factions - a prophecy that
mentions the crippled captive child and a youth
recovering from inexplicable wounds in a British
hospital bed. The game weaves through worlds and
through dimensions as it has since time immemorial
- a deadly contest of skill and manipulations that
ruthlessly creates wizards, destroys human pawns
and transforms ordinary men, women and children
into something more.
The city of Mera is a fortress hidden from the rest of
humanity, a sanctuary for the diverse group of
people rescued from death by the Oracle that rules
the city. The Oracle has brought together the citizens
of Mera from every land and every time period,
protecting them from the ravages of time, death, and
the evil demon forces that howl outside the city at
night. All that the Oracle asks in return is a
willingness to aid the rest of humanity, calling the
citizens to go forth on various missions of rescue to
mortals in need of aid. The Oracle sends Jerry out
into the wilderness, accompanied by his ancient
Greek friend Killer, a world?famous lecher and
juvenile delinquent with deadly combat skills. There
they must rescue a woman named Ariadne, on the
run with her children and seeking shelter. But
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children are not allowed in Mera, and Ariadne will not
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leave them while Mera’s evil demon enemies move
closer and closer to Jerry and Killer’s temporary
place of respite.
The classic novel of fly fishing and spirituality,
originally published in 1983. Since its publication in
1983, THE RIVER WHY has become a classic.
David James Duncan's sweeping novel is a comingof-age comedy about love, nature, and the quest for
self-discovery, written in a voice as distinct and
powerful as any in American letters. Gus Orviston is
a young fly fisherman who leaves behind his
comically schizoid family to find his own path. Taking
refuge in a remote cabin, he sets out in pursuit of the
Pacific Northwest's elusive steelhead. But what
begins as a physical quarry becomes a spiritual one
as his quest for self-knowledge batters him with
unforeseeable experiences. Profoundly reflective
about our connection to nature and to one another,
THE RIVER WHY is also a comedic rollercoaster.
Like Gus, the reader emerges utterly changed,
stripped bare by the journey Duncan so expertly
navigates.
This latest collection of walking literature from
Notting Hill Editions celebrates the allure of the
Continent. On foot the world comes our way. We get
close to the Continent’s alpine ranges, arterial
rivers, expansive coastlines. Close to its ancient
cities and mysterious thoroughfares; and close to the
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walkers themselves—the Grand Tourers and
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explorers, strollers and saunterers, on their hikes
and quests, parades and urban drifts. Sauntering
features sixty walker-writers—classic and
current—who roam Europe by foot. Twenty-two
countries are traversed. We join Henriette
d’Angeville, the second woman to climb Mont Blanc;
Nellie Bly roaming the trenches of the First World
War; Werner Herzog on a personal pilgrimage
through Germany; Hans Christian Andersen in
quarantine; Joseph Conrad in Cracow; Rebecca
Solnit reimagining change on the streets of Prague;
and Robert Macfarlane dropping deep into
underground Paris. Contributors include: Patrick
Leigh Fermor; John Hillaby; Robert Walser;
Henriette d’Angeville; Joseph Roth; Joanna
Kavenna; Richard Wright; Werner Herzog; Robert
Antelme; George Sand; Rainer Maria Rilke; Robert
Macfarlane; Rebecca Solnit; Kate Humble; Nicholas
Luard; Edith Wharton; Elizabeth von Armin; Joseph
Conrad; D. H. Lawrence; Vernon Lee; Guy Debord,
Mark Twain, Thomas Coryat, and more.
Children of ChaosMacmillan
A sword-and-sorcery classic from the Aurora
Award–winning author of the King’s Blades series.
Wally Smith, having died on Earth, finds himself
reincarnated as a swordsman in another world and
entrusted by the presiding goddess with a mission
that has no appeal for him at all. Can he bring
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together all the swordsmen to finally defeat the
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sorcerors and their terrible technology? Wally is not
quite convinced he should, but goddesses can be
very persuasive . . . This is the third and final exciting
book, after The Reluctant Swordsman and The
Coming of Wisdom, in the Seventh Sword Trilogy.
Bestselling author David Ewing Duncan takes the
ultimate high-tech medical exam, investigating the
future impact of what's hidden deep inside all of us
David Ewing Duncan takes "guinea pig" journalism
to the cutting edge of science, building on awardwinning articles he wrote for Wired and National
Geographic, in which he was tested for hundreds of
chemicals and genes associated with disease,
emotions, and other traits. Expanding on these tests,
he examines his genes, environment, brain, and
body, exploring what they reveal about his and his
family's future health, traits, and ancestry, as well as
the profound impact of this new self-knowledge on
what it means to be human. David Ewing Duncan
(San Francisco, CA) is the Chief Correspondent of
public radio's Biotech Nation and a frequent
commentator on NPR's Morning Edition. He is a
contributing editor to Portfolio, Discover, and Wired
and a columnist for Portfolio. His books include the
international bestseller Calendar: Humanity's Epic
Struggle to Determine a True and Accurate Year
(978-0-380-79324-2). He is a former special
producer and correspondent for ABC's Nightline, and
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appears regularly on CNN and programs such as
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Today and Good Morning America.
In his passionate, luminous novels, David James Duncan
has won the devotion of countless critics and readers,
earning comparisons to Harper Lee, Tom Robbins, and
J.D. Salinger, to name just a few. Now Duncan distills his
remarkable powers of observation into this unique
collection of short stories and essays. At the heart of
Duncan's tales are characters undergoing the complex
and violent process of transformation, with results both
painful and wondrous. Equally affecting are his nonfiction
reminiscences, the "river teeth" of the title. He likens his
memories to the remains of old-growth trees that fall into
Northwestern rivers and are sculpted by time and water.
These experiences—shaped by his own river of time—are
related with the art and grace of a master storyteller. In
River Teeth, a uniquely gifted American writer blends two
forms, taking us into the rivers of truth and make-believe,
and all that lies in between.
Siblings Rollo, Mandy, and Brat, who still follow the
kingdom of Albi's old religion, the Church of the Mother,
take different paths to avenge the destruction of their
family home by followers of Albi's new dominant religion,
the Church of the Light.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK Once in a great
while a writer comes along who can truly capture the
drama and passion of the life of a family. David James
Duncan, author of the novel The River Why and the
collection River Teeth, is just such a writer. And in The
Brothers K he tells a story both striking and in its
originality and poignant in its universality. This touching,
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and love in the lives of the Chance family. A father
whose dreams of glory on a baseball field are shattered
by a mill accident. A mother who clings obsessively to
religion as a ward against the darkest hour of her past.
Four brothers who come of age during the seismic
upheavals of the sixties and who each choose their own
way to deal with what the world has become. By turns
uproariously funny and deeply moving, and beautifully
written throughout, The Brothers K is one of the finest
chronicles of our lives in many years. Praise for The
Brothers K “The pages of The Brothers K sparkle.”—The
New York Times Book Review “Duncan is a wonderfully
engaging writer.”—Los Angeles Times “This ambitious
book succeeds on almost every level and every
page.”—USA Today “Duncan’s prose is a blend of lyrical
rhapsody, sassy hyperbole and all-American
vernacular.”—San Francisco Chronicle “The Brothers K
affords the . . . deep pleasures of novels that
exhaustively create, and alter, complex worlds. . . . One
always senses an enthusiastic and abundantly talented
and versatile writer at work.”—The Washington Post
Book World “Duncan . . . tells the larger story of an
entire popular culture struggling to redefine
itself—something he does with the comic excitement and
depth of feeling one expects from Tom
Robbins.”—Chicago Tribune
“Exceptional . . . Duncan can swashbuckle with the best,
but his characters feel more deeply and think more
clearly than most” (Publishers Weekly). Raider and
Wasp have spent five years at Ironhall studying to
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unmatched. Magic both enhances the Blades’ fighting
skills and binds them to lifelong duty. But when Raider
and Wasp are selected to protect the king of Chivial
himself, they refuse, an act unprecedented in the living
history of the Blades. Now on the run for their
“treasonous” act, the two gifted swordsmen must
escape to the Fire Lands, where pirates, monsters, and
mixed allegiances wait around every corner. As old
hatreds and still?fresh tragedies come to light, these
young swashbucklers must confront both harsh truths
from the past and a present swarming with their
would?be brothers at arms seeking vengeance and
intending punishment. Dave Duncan’s Lord of the Fire
Lands serves as a splendid sequel and companion to his
earlier book The Gilded Chain, and his later Tale of the
King’s Blades Sky of Swords. Engaging and complex, it
may be enjoyed as a standalone novel or in combination
with the rest of the trilogy. Either way, readers are in for
a smart, thrilling adventure that cuts like a knife.
Rigel has always known he is not quite human, but the
only clue to his origin is the otherworldly bracelet he has
worn since childhood. His search for his parentage leads
him to the Starlands, where reality and fantasy have
changed places. There he learns that he is a humanstarborn cross, and his bracelet is the legendary magical
amulet Saiph, which makes its wearer an unbeatable
swordsman. Fighting off monsters, battling a gang of
assassins seeking to kill him, Rigel finds honorable
employment as a hero. He knows that he must die very
soon if he remains in the Starlands, but he has fallen
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her. Through the imaginative landscape of the Starlands,
Rigel s quest leads him to encounter minotaurs,
sphinxes, cyclops, and more fearsome creatures in Dave
Duncan s latest fantasy series."
Fifteen years after they are forcibly taken from their city
ruler father in order to save their people from the
tyrannical Bloodlord, the four separated Florengian
siblings learn that one of them is to be set up as their
home city's puppet ruler while the other three will be
condemned to death. 25,000 first printing.
Elite warrior swordsmen, they are unequalled in any time
or realm . . . The King's Blades The King has decreed
that new Blades must be sworn into the service of the
Grand Duke Rubin, deposed by a foul usurper and
currently on the run. But none of the rough youths being
readied at Ironhall possess the seasoning to survive
what better, more skilled Blades already have not. Still,
two woefully unprepared candidates are approached with
an offer of early bonding and probable death: deft but
dense, rude Ranter, and eager, impetuous Ringwood . . .
with a third, the inadequate swordsman but potentially
able spy Bellman, enlisted into their threadbare ranks.
Joining the Duke's entourage along with the courageous
and prescient White Sister Trudy, the would-be
champions must restore a rightful ruler to the throne or
die in the process. But before them waits an army of the
dead. And the Duke whom the Blades must protect to
the last drop of their lifeblood is not the liege they
imagined . . .
The Aurora Award–winning author of the Man of His
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with this high fantasy series. In these four epic novels
sword and sorcery, discord rages throughout the land of
Pandemia and the rightful rulers fight an unjust imperor.
The Cutting Edge: For fifteen years, Queen Inos and
King Rap have ruled Krasnegar peacefully, but now
darkness encroaches. When a royal family grows
tyrannical and armies wage war along the Impire’s
borderlands, Rap ignores them—until he learns the
Protocol, a treaty controlling the use of magic, is in
danger of being destroyed. Upland Outlaws: The mad
dwarf, Xinixo, rules as the imperor, enchanting his
subjects and enemies to believe he is Shandie, the
rightful ruler. Wielding the combined power of all the
sorcerers under his control, he destroys or enslaves any
who oppose him. But his greatest enemies, King Rap
and the true Shandie, will stop at nothing to end his
reign. The Stricken Field: The sorcerer Xinixo still rules
the Impire, but King Rap and Shandie continue to resist
his reign, enlisting the help of the remaining free
sorcerers of the world to destroy him. Their chances of
victory remain slim . . . until a young pixie girl decides to
join their cause. The Living God: The imposter Xinixo
continues to rule as war wages in the Impire. The troll
sorcerers have joined the resistance and Rap is rallying
the elves to his cause. His wife, Queen Inos, and
Shandie negotiate with gnomes while the sorcerers of
Thume and the pixie girl secretly organize a resistance to
Xinixo’s rule. But the odds are against them as the
prophesied Longday draws nearer.
Introducing the Four Components That Make Innovation
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great growth company—takes a system. Scott Anthony
and David Duncan call this system a “Growth Factory.”
They’ve seen it work in a small set of elite companies
that have created environments where innovation is both
repeatable and reliable, not relegated to an off-site or
isolated division that has no real connection to the
organization’s future. In this HBR Single, Anthony and
Duncan draw on their extensive experience working with
these growth factory organizations—most notably Procter
& Gamble and Citigroup. They highlight the four main
components that make innovation repeatable and
reliable, citing real examples of what P&G, Citi, and even
their own firm, Innosight, have gone through to stay
firmly on a path toward growth despite huge challenges.
They offer practical advice on how you can put their
system into action in your own company—whether it’s a
large multinational or a small start-up. HBR Singles
provide brief yet potent business ideas for today’s
thinking professional. They are available digitally at
HBR.org and through the Kindle Store, the iBookstore,
and other ebooksellers.

Award-winning journalist David Ewing Duncan
considers 24 visions of possible human-robot
futures--Incredible scenarios from Teddy Bots to
Warrior Bots, and Politician Bots to Sex
Bots--Grounded in real technologies and possibilities
and inspired by our imagination. What robot and AI
systems are being built and imagined right now?
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usher in a fantastic new future, or destroy us? What
do some of our greatest thinkers, from physicist
Brian Greene and futurist Kevin Kelly to inventor
Dean Kamen, geneticist George Church, and
filmmaker Tiffany Shlain, anticipate about our humanrobot future? For even as robots and A.I. intrigue us
and make us anxious about the future, our
fascination with robots has always been about more
than the potential of the technology-it's also about
what robots tell us about being human.
It is said the legendary Maestro Nostradamus is able
to glimpse the ever-changing future, but even he
cannot see the danger that is about to envelop him
when he is hired to find a foreign spy by Venice’s
ruling Council of Ten. Especially since the only clues
are the spy’s intercepted messages, encoded in a
seemingly unbreakable cipher. But Nostradamus
soon detects evil influences working against him,
and realizes the spy can only be caught by occult
means. He turns to his able apprentice, the daring
young swordsman Alfeo Zeno, whose unique talents
may prove essential to unraveling the truth. But the
truth may be the end of both master and apprentice…
“One of the best writers in the fantasy world
today.”—Writers Write
As unwanted and rebellious boys, they find refuge in
Ironhall....Years later they emerge as the finest
swordsmen in the realm—A magical ritual of a sword
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king himself, then to whomever else the monarch
designates—with absolute loyalty.And the greatest
Blade of them all was—and is—Sir Durendal. But a
lifelong dream of protecting his beloved liege from
enemies, traitors, and monsters is dashed to bits
when Durendal is bonded till death to an effete noble
fop at his king's orders. Yet Destiny has many
strange and inscrutable plans for the young
knight—for a mission, a contest, and, perhaps, a
treasure await him in a faraway land. But he soon
finds himself enmeshed in treason and foul intrigues,
compelled to betray the king he had hoped to serve.
The Blades have ways to protect their own, but
death and madness haunt the path to salvation—and
few ever return unscathed. As unwanted and
rebellious boys, they find refuge in Ironhall....Years
later they emerge as the finest swordsmen in the
realm—A magical ritual of a sword through the heart
binds each to his ward—if not the king himself, then to
whomever else the monarch designates—with
absolute loyalty. And the greatest Blade of them all
was—and is—Sir Durendal. But a lifelong dream of
protcting his beloved liege from enemies, traitors,
and monsters is dashed to bits when Durendal is
bonded till death to an effete noble fop at his king's
orders. Yet Destiny has many strange and
inscrutable plans for the young knight—for a mission,
a contest, and, perhaps, a treasure await him in a
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treasonand foul intrigues, compelled to betray the
king he had hoped to serve. The Blades have ways
to protect their own, but death and madness haunt
the path to salvation—and few ever return unscathed.
***A FINALIST FOR THE 2018 ENDEAVOUR
AWARD***/b> A lowly enchanter finds himself
entangled in a plot to assassinate the king in a new
historical fantasy series set in twelfth century
England. Medieval magic, murder, and mayhem! It is
1164, and for a hundred years England has been
ruled by the Normans. A young Saxon boy named
Durwin, crippled by a childhood accident, had caught
the eye of a Norman sage teaching at a rural school
of magic. Realizing that the boy had promise, Durwin
was made stable boy, and eventually allowed to
attend classes. Now twenty, Durwin is proficient
enough that he is assigned to teach, but the other
sages refuse to promote him and he is hassled by
the Norman juniors for his disability. But those
troubles turn out to be the least of his worries when
he manages to corrects errors in an ancient
corrupted spell, which promptly prophesies murder.
Sure enough, word soon reaches the school that one
of the local count’s house sages has died, perhaps
slain by black magic. Durwin is whisked away to the
family’s castle, only to find that one death was only
the beginning. The young sage quickly learns of a
dizzying plot to assassinate King Henry. Dropped
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royal courts, can Durwin stop them in time?
A young man is transformed into a barbarian fighter
in this adventurous series from “one of the leading
masters of epic fantasy” (Publishers Weekly). In this
complete collection of the high fantasy Seventh
Sword series by Aurora Award–winning author Dave
Duncan, Wallie Smith must face a new destiny and
save an unfamiliar world from evil forces. The
Reluctant Swordsman: Wallie goes to the hospital
and wakes up in the body of a barbarian swordsman,
accompanied by a voluptuous slave girl and an
eccentric priest babbling about the Goddess. When
he learns the Goddess needs a swordsman, he
reluctantly agrees to set off on her quest. The
Coming of Wisdom: Wallie is staring death in the
face when the Goddess gives him a new body and
the fabled Sapphire Sword in return for being her
champion. But Wallie and his weapon quickly find
themselves outmatched in a world of high-stakes
magic. The Destiny of the Sword: Wallie is entrusted
by the presiding goddess with a mission to bring
together all the swordsmen to finally defeat the
sorcerers and their terrible technology. And while
he’s not quite convinced he should oblige,
goddesses can be very persuasive . . . The Death of
Nnanji: For fifteen years the truce has held, but now
sorcerers have started killing swordsmen again and
swordsmen traitors are aiding them. Wallie, known
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now as Shonshu, must ride out to fight the war he
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hoped would never come, and his failure or success
will determine the fate of the world for the next
thousand years.
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