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The two-volume Cambridge History of Atheism offers an authoritative and up to date
account of a subject of contemporary interest. Comprised of sixty essays by an
international team of scholars, this History is comprehensive in scope. The essays are
written from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, including religious studies,
philosophy, sociology, and classics. Offering a global overview of the subject, from
antiquity to the present, the volumes examine the phenomenon of unbelief in the
context of Christian, Islamic, Buddhist, Hindu, and Jewish societies. They explore
atheism and the early modern Scientific Revolution, as well as the development of
Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and its continuing implications. The History also
includes general survey essays on the impact of scepticism, agnosticism and atheism,
as well as contemporary assessments of thinking. Providing essential information on
the nature and history of atheism, The Cambridge History of Atheism will be
indispensable for both scholarship and teaching, at all levels.
Much has been written on religions of all types, the history of religious belief, and on the
supernatural interpretation of the world, but where can we turn for an account of
unbelief-the naturalistic alternative?James Thrower's concise and direct approach
examines the thinkers and schools which defined atheism, beginning with Greece,
Rome, and Israel. He notes that the intellectual status of unbelief rose significantly in
Western Europe as a result of the clash in the Middle Ages between the powerful force
of faith and the emerging but still limited influence of reason. Physical science was
developing and the world of the intellect would expand during the Renaissance that
followed.This delightfully pertinent short history illustrates the leading issues separating
the theist from the atheist and agnostic, and sheds light on world events and the
inconsistencies inherent in supernaturalism and theistic theories. Thrower discusses
atheism both as a reaction to belief and as a separate and consistent form of belief in a
world stripped of the divine, where reason, science, and humankind's endless search
for knowledge flourish.James Thrower (Aberdeen, Scotland) is professor of the history
of religions at King's College, the University of Aberdeen.
A growing number of powerful arguments have been formulated by philosophers and
logicians in recent years demonstrating that the existence of God is improbable. These
arguments assume that God's existence is possible but argue that the weight of the
empirical evidence is against God's actual existence. This unique anthology collects
most of the important arguments for the improbability of God that have been published
since the mid-1900s. The editors make each argument clear and accessible by
providing a helpful summary. In addition, they arrange this diverse collection of
arguments for the improbability of God into four thematic groups: Part 1 contains
cosmological arguments based on the weight of the evidence relative to the origin of
the universe; Part 2 presents teleological arguments based on the weight of the
evidence relative to the order in the universe; Part 3 deals with inductive evil arguments
based on the weight of the evidence relative to the widespread and horrendous evil in
the world; and Part 4 contains nonbelief arguments based on the weight of the
evidence relative to the widespread nonbelief or the reasonable nonbelief in the world.
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The list of distinguished authors includes William Rowe, Theodore Drange, Quentin
Smith, Victor Stenger, J. L. Schellenberg, and Michael Martin, among others. With this
new anthology as a companion to their earlier anthology, The Impossibility of God
(2003), Martin and Monnier have created an indispensable resource in the philosophy
of religion.
Is it possible for the nonbeliever to lead a happy and meaningful life?This is one
question George H. Smith, defender of reason and personal liberty and author of an
influential contemporary classic on nonbelief, seeks to answer in Why Atheism? Smith
reviews the historical roots of nonbelief going back to the ancient Greeks, argues that
philosophy can serve as an important alternative to religion, and defends reason as the
most reliable method humans have for establishing truth and conducting one's life.Why
Atheism? tackles a wide range of subjects, some of which have never been thoroughly
analyzed from an atheistic point of view. Beginning with the problem of atheism's
credibility, Smith points out the various ways in which religious opponents have sought
to exclude atheism from serious consideration. He also analyzes a number of classical
philosophical issues, such as the nature of knowledge and belief, concluding that
modern atheism is largely an unintended consequence of the religious diversity brought
about by the Protestant Reformation.Two chapters are devoted to ethics, one focusing
on the ethics of belief with particular attention given to the views of Thomas Aquinas
and John Locke. Other chapters discuss the persecution of religious dissenters and the
features of an ethical system without belief in God. Smith's characteristic lucidity,
analytical rigor, and wit make Why Atheism? an accessible and enjoyable guide to
living a positive life without belief in a supreme being.George H. Smith is the author of
the world's most popular book on nonbelief, Atheism: The Case Against God, and
Atheism, Ayn Rand, and Other Heresies.
Meditation is a form of mental exercise with numerous scientifically verified physical
and psychological benefits. As meditation teacher Rick Heller shows, the benefits of the
practice extend beyond the personal to enrich relationships with others, with one’s
community, and with the world. In Secular Meditation, step-by-step instructions,
personal stories, and provocative questions teach empathy for others, stress reduction,
and the kind of in-the-moment living that fosters appreciation for life and resilience in
the face of adversity. Heller simplifies what is often found mysterious, describing and
providing detailed instructions for thirty-two different practices, ensuring that anyone
can find the right one.
Ibn Warraq is a courageous writer on Islam and a passionate defender of reason who
continues to struggle on behalf of reason with a culture that seems to be at odds with
reason. In this respect, his work, as in the preparation of this edited volume, is an
indispensable tool for Muslims themselves so they can wage their struggle for
enlightenment and reform of their faith tradition.- Middle East Quarterly...probably the
first book of its kind-a compendium of testimonies from former Muslims about the
reasons for their estrangement from the Islamic faith itself.-New York Review of
BooksIn the West abandoning one's religion (apostasy) can be a difficult, emotional
decision, which sometimes has social repercussions. However, in culturally diverse
societies where there is a mixture of ethnic groups and various philosophies of life,
most people look upon such shifts in intellectual allegiance as a matter of personal
choice and individual right. By contrast, in Islam apostasy is still viewed as an almost
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unthinkable act, and in orthodox circles it is considered a crime punishable by death.
Renowned scholar of Islamic Studies Bernard Lewis described the seriousness of
leaving the Islamic faith in the following dire terms: Apostasy was a crime as well as a
sin, and the apostate was damned both in this world and the next. His crime was
treason ù desertion and betrayal of the community to which he belonged, and to which
he owed loyalty; his life and property were forfeit. He was a dead limb to be
excised.Defying the death penalty applicable to all apostates in Islam, the ex-Muslims
who are here represented feel it is their duty to speak up against their former faith, to
tell the truth about the fastest growing religion in the world. These former Muslims, from
all parts of the Islamic world, recount how they slowly came to realize that the religion
into which they were born was in many respects unbelievable and sometimes even
dangerous.These memoirs of personal journeys to enlightenment and intellectual
freedom make for moving reading and are a courageous signal to other ex-Muslims to
come out of the closet.Ibn Warraq is the highly acclaimed author of Why I Am Not a
Muslim and Defending the West. He is also the editor of The Origins of the Koran, What
the Koran Really Says, Leaving Islam, The Quest for the Historical Muhammad, and
Which Koran'.
Este livro contribui para o debate destas e outras questões existenciais, empregando
técnicas e metodologia cientifica da Conscienciologia, sustentado em referências da
ampla pesquisa bibliográfi ca, citações, frases enfáticas e questioonamentos,
configurando conteúdo de grande valia para leitores(as) interessados(as) na renovação
do posicionamento pessoal ideativo, em busca de patamar evolutivo mais avançado
nesta existência.
The leading undergraduate psychology of religion text, this engaging book synthesizes
cutting-edge theories and findings into an accessible account enlivened by personal
reflections and contemporary examples. Raymond F. Paloutzian offers an authoritative
overview of theoretical and empirical foundations; experiential, developmental,
personality, and sociocultural dimensions of religion and spirituality; and clinical
implications. Students are also given food for thought about bigger questions--how
religion influences their own lives; what beliefs or values they hold most dear; and how
to live in a multicultural, multireligious world. Each chapter opens with a brief topic
outline and concludes with "Take-Home Messages" and suggestions for further
reading. New to This Edition: *Reflects many years of scientific and theoretical
advances. *Chapters on psychological theories, personality, and physical health. *New
organizing concepts: religious meaning systems and the multilevel interdisciplinary
paradigm. *Additional pedagogical features, including end-of-chapter "Take-Home
Messages" and engaging topic boxes. *Descriptions of cutting-edge research methods.
*Increased attention to multicultural issues.
Atheist Mind, Humanist HeartRewriting the Ten Commandments for the Twenty-first
CenturyRowman & Littlefield
Pastor, preacher, and New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet
Timothy Keller shares his wisdom on communicating the Christian faith from the pulpit
as well as from the coffee shop. Most Christians—including pastors—struggle to talk
about their faith in a way that applies the power of the Christian gospel to change
people’s lives. Timothy Keller is known for his insightful, down-to-earth sermons and
talks that help people understand themselves, encounter Jesus, and apply the Bible to
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their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople alike, Keller helps readers
learn to present the Christian message of grace in a more engaging, passionate, and
compassionate way.
Written in a respectful and conversational style, this unique book is designed to
promote constructive dialogue and foster mutual understanding between Christians and
non-Christians. The author, a skeptic and journalist, asks basic questions about
Christian belief. What is the born-again experience? Why would God want to sacrifice
his only son for the world? Do miracles really happen? How reliable is the Bible? What
is the rapture? Why isn't everyone a Christian? Each question is followed by
commentary and analysis that is skeptical and tough but never argumentative or
condescending. Christians will find the book useful as a basis for developing their
apologetics, while skeptics will welcome Harrison's probing rational analysis of religious
claims.
In an America obsessed with quickie enlightenment and wisdom-acquisition, Ptolemy
Tompkins is a seeker who has been there and done that. From Black Elk to the Dalai
Lama -- from Hun Tun and mescaline to motorcycle Zen and mind at large -- the
acclaimed author of Paradise Fever has followed many roads in pursuit of a universal
truth. And he has survived to tell the tale. The Beaten Path Ptolemy Tompkins came of
age in the '70s -- before Americans began spending uplifting Tuesdays with Morrie or
perusing Little Instruction Books. In the wake of a quintessentially New Age childhood
as the son of the radical freethinker Peter Tompkins, author of the bestselling The
Secret Life of Plants, Ptolemy began a personal quest for enlightenment decades
before it became trendy to do so. He gained much valuable insight as he careened from
Buddha to the Bhagavad-Gita, from Krishna to Carlos Castaneda. But how much actual
"wisdom" he accrued is a matter the author himself admits is up for debate. The Beaten
Path is a work of great intelligence that is profound, moving, and hilariously
entertaining. In his funny and touching account of a spiritual journey that went wildly off
course, the author bares his soul even as he knocks down the gaudy signposts that
guide eager pilgrims through today's pop-wisdom landscape. Yet he never loses sight
of what is valuable and true in the literature of the spirit. Part gripping personal memoir,
part merciless-yet-affectionate critique, and part genuine prescription for the good life,
The Beaten Path is a provocative gift from a man who left no page unturned, no
odyssey uncompleted, in his determination to find direction and meaning in the cosmos.
In exploring what it is that makes so many of his contemporaries actively seek the light
of peace and transformation in its most convenient and palatable form, he offers
readers a unique, idiosyncratic insight into our modern world. And he has great fun
while doing so.
Most people, believers and nonbelievers alike, are unfamiliar with the variety and force
of arguments for the impossibility of God. Yet over recent years a growing number of
scholars have been formulating and developing a series of increasingly powerful
arguments that the concept of God, as variously understood by the world's major
religions and leading theologians, is contradictory in many ways, and therefore God
does not and cannot exist. This unique anthology brings together for the first time most
of the important arguments for the impossibility of God that have been published. The
collection includes papers and book selections by J. L. Mackie, Quentin Smith,
Theodore Drange, Michael Martin, and many other distinguished scholars. The editors
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provide a general introduction and brief summaries of the arguments to help the reader
grasp the crucial issues involved. Both students and teachers of philosophy and the
philosophy of religion will find this anthology to be an indispensable resource.
A forerunner of later critiques of religion, a methodical deconstruction of Christianity and
the governments that support it, "Testament" defends the human rights of liberty,
equality, and pursuit of happiness. Now translated in English for the first time.
When asked their religious identification, more people answer 'none' in the Pacific
Northwest than in any other region of the United States. But this does not mean that the
region's religious institutions are without power or that Northwesterners who do attend
no place of worship are without spiritual commitments. With no dominant denomination,
Evangelicals, Mainline Protestants, Catholics, Jews, adherents of Pacific Rim religious
traditions, indigenous groups, spiritual environmentalists, and secularists must vie or
sometimes must cooperate with each other to address the regions' pressing economic,
environmental, and social issues. One cannot understand this complex region without
understanding the fluid religious commitments of its inhabitants. And one cannot
understand religion in Oregon, Washington, and Alaska without Religion and Public Life
in the Pacific Northwest.
The question of God is simply too important--and too interesting--to leave to angry
polemicists. That is the premise of this friendly, straightforward, and rigorous dialogue
between Christian theologian Randal Rauser and atheist Justin Schieber. Setting aside
the formality of the traditional debate, the authors invite the reader to join them in an
extended, informal conversation. This has the advantage of easing readers into thorny
topics that in a debate setting can easily become confusing or difficult to follow. Like
any good conversation, this one involves provocative arguments, amusing anecdotes,
and some lively banter. Rauser and Schieber begin with the question of why debates
about God still matter. They then delve into a number of important topics: the place of
reason and faith, the radically different concepts of God in various cultures, morality
and its traditional connection with religious beliefs, the problem of a universe that is
overwhelmingly hostile to life as we know it, mathematical truths and what they may or
may not say about the existence of God, the challenge of suffering and evil to belief in
God, and more. Refreshingly upbeat and amicable throughout, this stimulating
conversation between two friends from opposing points of view is an ideal introduction
to a perennial topic of debate.

In Letters to an Atheist, Peter Kreeft corresponds with a fictional young atheist to
wrestle with the primary reasons for not believing in God. With characteristic
warmth and clarity, Kreeft’s letters explore the arguments for God as well as
dismantling the arguments against. From explaining the problem of evil to
reconciling science and religion, Kreeft’s compelling letters offer believers and
non-believers alike much to consider.
For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and
talked people into believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the
faithful often view converting others as an obligation of their faith—and are trained
from an early age to spread their unique brand of religion. The result is a world
broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed counter to this
tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists
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offers the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out
of it. Peter Boghossian draws on the tools he has developed and used for more
than 20 years as a philosopher and educator to teach how to engage the faithful
in conversations that will help them value reason and rationality, cast doubt on
their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith, abandon superstition and irrationality,
and ultimately embrace reason.
A History of Religion in America: From the End of the Civil War to the TwentyFirst Century provides comprehensive coverage of the history of religion in
America from the end of the American Civil War to religion in post 9/11 America.
The volume explores major religious groups in the United States and examines
the following topics: The aftermath of the American Civil War Immigration’s
impact on American religion The rise of the social gospel The fundamentalist
response Religion in Cold War America The 60’s counterculture and the
backlash Religion in Post-9/11 America Chronologically arranged and integrating
various religious developments into a coherent historical narrative, this book also
contains useful chapter summaries and review questions. Designed for
undergraduate religious studies and history students A History of Religion in
America provides a substantive and comprehensive introduction to the
complexity of religion in American history.
A beautiful scholar studies a tough-as-nails cop--what can go wrong? Tough-asnails police lieutenant Alex Cruz is all business and all brawn. Cops and criminals
alike tremble before him, which is just the way he likes it. He has to be harder
than the hardest criminals to root the bad guys out of his city. Then his boss
forces him to work with a scholar who is studying dominance in law enforcement.
Alex doesn't have time to babysit a pencil-dick geek writing a useless
dissertation. He's busy doing real police work. Putting bad guys behind bars. But
when the pencil-dick geek turns out to be the scholarly but gorgeous and alluring
Caitlin Summers, Alex realizes that the only thing he wants trembling is Caitlin . .
. . naked, and beneath him. The minute Caitlin lays eyes on the smoldering,
charismatic Alex, she knows that focusing on her dissertation is going to be
harder than she anticipated--not to mention dangerous. Because with a track
record like Alex's, the bad guys are always looking for a soft spot--and she's the
perfect soft spot. When Caitlin comes under attack, Alex realizes that his most
important mission is keeping Caitlin safe . . . and making her his own.
The Three Realms is the first book of the series “Wayang: Stories from the
Shadow Puppets”. It is a story of the creation of the demigods and their heavens
according to the Javanese culture, so recognized and beloved that they are
accepted to the hearts of the Javanese people especially through wayang
(“Shadow Puppets”) performances. In an attempt to immortalize these stories
that have been passed down through generations, Martini Fisher undertakes to
delve deep into the heart of the Javanese culture through the wayang
performances and rewrite these Ancient stories for a global audience. The story
begins with Syed Anwar who would one day be destined to be the forefather of
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the gods. The story then follows the rule of Sang Hyang Manikmaya, his
brothers, their descendants as they navigate through their various disguises and
incarnations to ultimately find their happiness.
A comprehensive critical biography of the legendary sixteenth-century astrologer
examines the allure of the man and his ideas and clarifies his many famous
predictions, such as Hitler's reign of terror and Watergate
In this successor to his critically acclaimed anthology, The Christian Delusion:
Why Faith Fails, a former minister and now leading atheist spokesperson has
assembled a stellar group of respected scholars to continue the critique of
Christianity begun in the first volume. Contributors include Victor Stenger, Robert
Price, Hector Avalos, Richard Carrier, Keith Parsons, David Eller, and Taner
Edis. Loftus is also the author of the best-selling Why I Became an Atheist: A
Former Preacher Rejects Christianity. Taken together, the Loftus trilogy poses
formidable challenges to claims for the rationality of the Christian faith. Anyone
with an interest in the philosophy of religion will find this compilation to be
intellectually stimulating and deeply thought provoking.
A collection of sophisticated and economical recipes by the "Jello Mold Mistress"
blogger provides dozens of options that incorporate modern flavors ranging from
champagne and strawberries to key lime pie and chai tea panna cotta. 10,000
first printing.
"The Bible Delusion: 101 'Hang on a Minute' Moments; and God's Mysterious Ways"
comprises an easy to read summary of 101 examples of absurdity in the King James
Version of the Bible, dismantling everything from the Genesis creation myth to the
coherency of The Gospels. More aspects are categorised into groups that are anything
but 'godlike' in their nature. The Bible is full of bizarre rules, regulations and instructions
- on animal sacrifice, war, including genocide and ethnic cleansing, misogyny, slavery,
and much more - straight from God. There are numerous contradictions, anomalies,
anachronisms and oddities, many of which are explored and explained in this
comprehensive work.
Uncertainty is the essence of the human condition, and nothing is more uncertain than
God. Yet passions run hot when it comes to God, both among believers and nonbelievers. God is a Question, Not an Answer aims to unsettle readers on both sides of
the issue. William Irwin argues that because belief occurs along a continuum of doubt
and we can never reach full certainty, believers and non-believers can find common
ground in uncertainty. Beginning with the questions of what we mean when we talk
about God and faith, Irwin shows that from a philosophical perspective, the tendency to
doubt is a virtue, and from a religious perspective there is no faith without doubt. Rather
than avoid uncertainty as an uncomfortable state of emotional despair, we should
embrace it as an ennobling part of the human condition. We do not have to agree about
the existence of God, but we do need to practice intellectual humility and learn to see
doubt as a gift. By engaging in civil discourse we can see those who disagree with us
as not only fully human but capable of teaching us something.
Once a child writing prodigy, Jessica finds herself all grown up and desperate to be
considered one of the greatest writers of all time. So when a major Hollywood studio
hires her to rewrite "Harry Potter," one of the most popular sagas of all time, she sees
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no better way. But first, convinced that her "abnormal" background might stand in the
way of her writing something that "normal" people can relate to, Jessica quickly leaves
Hollywood in a quest to immerse herself in how "the other side" lives. It doesn't take
long, however, for her to realize that becoming common isn't as simple as she thought
it would be. And before she can write "FADE OUT" she must decide if she is really
willing to pay the price to achieve true greatness.
"'Science Mike' draws on his personal experience to tell the unlikely story of how
science led him back to faith. Among other revelations, we learn what brain scans
reveal about what happens when we pray, how fundamentalism affects the psyche, and
how God is revealed not only in scripture, but in the night sky, in subatomic particles,
and in us"--Dust jacket flap.
The fourteen essays in this book, a product of the author's interactions with students
and his own personal journey from Christianity to humanism, are arranged into four
sections: Chronic Illness and Deicide, Epistemic Limitations and Respect for Persons, A
Humanist Approach to Reading the Bible, and Ethical Reasoning without God.
In the past few years a number of scientists have claimed that there is credible scientific
evidence for the existence of God. In 1998 Newsweek went so far as to proclaim on its
cover, Science Finds God. Is this true? Are scientists close to solving the greatest of all
mysteries? Physicist Victor J. Stenger delves into this fascinating question from a
skeptical point of view in this lucid and engrossing presentation of the key scientific
facts.Stenger critically reviews the attempts of many contemporary theologians and
some scientists to resurrect failed natural theologies in new guises. Whether these
involve updated arguments from design, anthropic coincidences, or modern forms of
deism, Stenger clearly shows that nothing in modern science requires supernatural
explanation. He offers naturalistic explanations for empirical observations that are
frequently given theistic interpretations: for example, that information in the universe
implies an intelligent designer, that a universe with a beginning requires a Creator, and
that the elegant laws of physics suggest a transcendent realm. He shows that alleged
spiritual, nonmaterial phenomena do not lie beyond the experimental reach of
physics.This thorough and careful consideration of scientific evidence covers much
ground yet remains accessible and highly informative to the educated lay reader.Victor
Stenger (Lafayette, CO) is emeritus professor of physics and astronomy at the
University of Hawaii and visiting fellow in philosophy at the University of Colorado. He is
the author of Timeless Reality, The Unconscious Quantum, Physics and Psychics, and
Not by Design.
This book shows that atheism need not only be reactionary (against religion and God),
but rather provides a clear set of constructive principles to live by that establish atheism
as a positive worldview. The book encourages and guides the reader through the
process of formulating his or her own set of personal beliefs.
This is a study of God as a concept, not from the perspective of any religious tradition,
but rather as belief in an all-powerful, all-knowing and loving supernatural entity as has
prevailed through the ages. The book reviews arguments throughout history for and
against the idea of such a God. One unique perspective is to ask what can be modeled
about God in denotative language of rationality (much as modeling in science, medicine
and economics) in contrast to connotative language (e.g., myth, metaphor, art and
music). Since the early Greeks there have been skeptics concerning God, with
Page 8/12

Download Ebook Atheist Mind Humanist Heart Rewriting The Ten
Commandments For Twenty First Century Lex Bayer
progressively more questioning since the Enlightenment. Today’s “new atheists” are
seen as being even more assertive, and as having little respect for religious and
philosophical traditions and the natural longing for some kind of supreme being.
However, as demographic trends continue to diminish the influence of the church, there
is opportunity for atheism to gain respect by respecting the beliefs of others. The book
ends with some considerations of what it means to respect others’ beliefs and cultural
traditions without abandoning a sincere disbelief in a supernatural being.

Presents an introduction to atheism, discussing many of the theological and
philosophical ideas and answering basic questions such as "What is atheism?"
and "Can atheists have meaningful lives?"
Atheism, once a minority view, is now openly embraced by an increasing number
of scientists, philosophers, politicians, and celebrities. How did this formerly
closeted secular perspective gain its current prominence as a philosophically
viable and challenging worldview? In this succinct history of modern atheism,
prolific author, editor, and scholar S. T. Joshi traces the development of atheist,
agnostic, and secularist thought over the past century and a half.Beginning in the
nineteenth century, when intellectuals first openly voiced skepticism about longstanding Christian beliefs, Joshi considers the impact of several leading thinkers:
Thomas Henry Huxley (Darwin's Bulldog), Leslie Stephen, John Stuart Mill,
Friedrich Nietzsche, and Mark Twain. Each of these writers, in different ways,
made searing criticisms of such religious conceptions as the immortality of the
soul, the doctrine of biblical inerrancy, and the existence of God, at a time when
such notions were largely taken for granted.Next, Joshi examines prominent
atheist thinkers of the early twentieth century: attorney Clarence Darrow,
journalist H. L. Mencken, philosopher Bertrand Russell, and horror writer H. P.
Lovecraft. Around the same time as Darrow and Mencken were involved in the
celebrated Scopes trial in America, which resulted in a triumph for the theory of
evolution, Bertrand Russell in England was becoming well known as a forthright
atheist. And Lovecraft was championing atheism in his novels and tales.Turning
to recent decades, Joshi considers the uproar caused by outspoken atheist
Madalyn Murray O'Hair and the controversial 1962 school prayer Supreme Court
decision. Finally, he evaluates the work of best-selling authors Gore Vidal,
Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Christopher Hitchens. In each case, he
carefully dissects the views of the writers in question and points out both the
strengths and fallacies or ambiguities in their arguments.This excellent
intellectual history will be a welcome addition to the libraries of readers of both
secular and religious orientations seeking a greater understanding of
contemporary atheism.S. T. Joshi (Seattle, WA) is a freelance writer, scholar,
and editor whose previous books include Documents of American Prejudice; In
Her Place: A Documentary History of Prejudice against Women; God's
Defenders: What They Believe and Why They Are Wrong; Atheism: A Reader; H.
L. Mencken on Religion; The Agnostic Reader; and What Is Man? And Other
Irreverent Essays by Mark Twain.
Page 9/12

Download Ebook Atheist Mind Humanist Heart Rewriting The Ten
Commandments For Twenty First Century Lex Bayer
In recent years atheism has become ever more visible, acceptable, and
influential. Atheist apologists have become increasingly vociferous and confident
in their claims: that a morality requiring benevolence towards all and universal
human rights need not be grounded in religion; that modern science disproves
the existence of God; and that there is nothing innately religious about human
beings. In Atheist Overreach, Christian Smith takes a look at the evidence and
arguments, and explains why we ought to be skeptical of these atheists' claims
about morality, science, and human nature. He does not argue that atheism is
necessarily wrong, but rather that its advocates are advancing crucial claims that
are neither rationally defensible nor realistic. Their committed worldview feeds
unhelpful arguments and contributes to the increasing polarization of today's
political landscape. Everyone involved in the theism-atheism debates, in shared
moral reflection, and in the public consumption of the findings of science should
be committed to careful reasoning and rigorous criticism. This book provides
readers with the information they need to participate more knowledgably in
debates about atheism and what it means for our society.
This tale of mind control, the use of fear to manipulate vulnerable people, and
final escape from a suffocating cult environment is a revealing exposT of a
secretive contemporary sect, as well as a true psychological thriller. Diane Wilson
spent twenty-five precious years of her life, first becoming indoctrinated by the
dogma of the Watchtower Society, and then struggling to free herself from its
pervasive, intimidating clutches. In this probing, brutally honest assessment,
Wilson describes how a childhood of psychological abuse and lack of selfconfidence rendered her vulnerable to the seductive doctrines of the Jehovah's
Witnesses. Yet as time went on and the society demanded rigid control over
every aspect of her life, even her every thought, Wilson began to rebel. Her
gradual awakening, at first unconsciously through physical and psychological
ailments, and then consciously as a caring therapist helped her rediscover her
true self, is a fascinating story.What she reveals about the goings-on within the
closed Watchtower Society will shock the average person who assumes the
polite, well-dressed people who pass out leaflets are much like any other
conservative religious group. Wilson contends that membership in the Jehovah's
Witnesses requires obedience bordering on psychological enslavement and
complete suppression of individuality. Her engrossing memoir will be of great
interest to former Witnesses, students of cult phenomena, and anyone who has
ever had contact with Jehovah's Witnesses.
In this anthology of recent criticisms aimed at the reasonableness of Christian
belief, former evangelical minister and apologist Loftus has assembled fifteen
outstanding articles by leading skeptics, expanding on themes introduced in
Loftus' first book.
In recent years a number of bestselling books have forcefully argued that belief in
God can no longer be defended on rational or empirical grounds, and that the
scientific worldview has rendered obsolete the traditional beliefs held by
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Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. The authors of these books—Richard Dawkins,
Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, Christopher Hitchens, and Victor J. Stenger—have
come to be known as the "New Atheists." Predictably, their works have been
controversial and attracted a good deal of critical reaction. In this new book,
Victor J. Stenger, whose God: The Failed Hypothesis was on the New York
Times bestseller list in 2007, reviews and expands upon the principles of New
Atheism and answers many of its critics. He demonstrates in detail that
naturalism—the view that all of reality is reducible to matter and nothing else—is
sufficient to explain everything we observe in the universe, from the most distant
galaxies to the inner workings of the brain that result in the phenomenon of mind.
Stenger disputes the claim of many critics that the question of whether God
exists is beyond the ken of science. On the contrary, he argues that absence of
evidence for God is, indeed, evidence of absence when the evidence should be
there and is not. Turning from scientific to historical evidence, Stenger then
points out the many examples of evil perpetrated in the name of religion. He also
notes that the Bible, which is still taken to be divine revelation by millions, fails as
a basis for morality and is unable to account for the problem of unnecessary
suffering throughout the world. Finally, he discusses the teachings of ancient
nontheist sages such as Buddha, Lao Tzu, and Confucius, whose guidelines for
coping with the problems of life and death did not depend upon a supernatural
metaphysics. Stenger argues that this "way of nature" is far superior to the
traditional supernatural monotheisms, which history shows can lead to a host of
evils. The New Atheism is a well-argued defense of the atheist position and a
strong rebuttal of its critics.
The modern materialist approach to life has conspicuously failed to explain such
central mind-related features of our world as consciousness, intentionality,
meaning, and value. This failure to account for something so integral to nature as
mind, argues philosopher Thomas Nagel, is a major problem, threatening to
unravel the entire naturalistic world picture, extending to biology, evolutionary
theory, and cosmology. Since minds are features of biological systems that have
developed through evolution, the standard materialist version of evolutionary
biology is fundamentally incomplete. And the cosmological history that led to the
origin of life and the coming into existence of the conditions for evolution cannot
be a merely materialist history, either. An adequate conception of nature would
have to explain the appearance in the universe of materially irreducible conscious
minds, as such. Nagel's skepticism is not based on religious belief or on a belief
in any definite alternative. InMind and Cosmos, he does suggest that if the
materialist account is wrong, then principles of a different kind may also be at
work in the history of nature, principles of the growth of order that are in their
logical form teleological rather than mechanistic. In spite of the great
achievements of the physical sciences, reductive materialism is a world view ripe
for displacement. Nagel shows that to recognize its limits is the first step in
looking for alternatives, or at least in being open to their possibility.
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A guide to atheism and nonbelief shares counsel on the challenges of
questioning the views of one's upbringing, establishing beliefs about religion and
spirituality, and addressing the practical aspects of managing religious occasions.
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