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Interfaith marriages fail more often than same-faith partnerships. So what are the chances of
survival for the ultimate mixed marriage--one between religious and nonreligious partners?
Nearly 20 percent of Americans now self-identify as nonreligious, including millions who are
married to religious believers. Despite the differences, many of these marriages succeed
beautifully. In this landmark book, popular author and secular humanist Dale McGowan
explores some of the stories of these unions, whose very endurance flies in the face of
conventional wisdom, including his own marriage to a believing Christian--a loving partnership
that remains strong after three kids and 22 years. Drawing on sociology, psychology, and reallife experience, he shares: ? Negotiation tips that set the stage for harmonious relationships ?
Strategies for dealing with pressure from extended family ? Profiles of families who have
successfully blended different world views ? Insights for helping kids make their own choices
about religious identity ? Advice for handling holidays, churchgoing, baptism, circumcision,
religious literacy, and more The first book of its kind, In Faith and In Doubt helps partners
navigate the complexities of their situation while celebrating the extraordinary richness it
affords their relationship, their children, and those around them.
The Bible For Dummies (9781119293507) was previously published as The Bible For
Dummies (9780764552960). While this version features a new Dummies cover and design, the
content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new or updated
product. Discover the world’s all-time bestseller in an entirely new light Ninety percent of
Americans own a copy of the Bible, and while it's the most widely read book, it's also the least
understood. Regardless of your religion, understanding the Bible brings much of Western art,
literature, and public discourse into greater focus—from Leonardo da Vinci's "Last Supper"
painting to the Wachowski brothers' The Matrix movies. People have historically turned to
religion to deal with tragedy and change, and with the right insight, the Bible can be an
accessible, helpful guide to life's big questions. The Bible For Dummies appeals to people of all
faiths, as well as those who don't practice any particular religion, by providing interfaith
coverage of the entire Bible and the often fascinating background information that makes the
Bible come alive. You'll find answers to such questions as: Where did the Bible come from?
Who wrote the Bible? How is the Bible put together? Follow the history of the Bible from its
beginning thousands of years ago as tattered scrolls to its status as the bestseller of all time.
The Bible For Dummies covers these topics and more: Ten people in the Bible you should
know The Hebrew Bible The Apocrypha's hidden treasures What's new about the New
Testament Israel's wisdom, literature, and love poetry The Bible's enduring influence The
prophets: more than fortunetellers Whether you're interested in broadening your spiritual
horizons, uncovering the symbolism of Western culture, or gaining a deeper understanding of
the book you grew up reading, The Bible For Dummies has all the information you need to
navigate this ancient and fascinating book.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Nickel and Dimed comes a brave, frank, and
exquisitely written memoir that will change the way you see the world. Barbara Ehrenreich is
one of the most important thinkers of our time. Educated as a scientist, she is an author,
journalist, activist, and advocate for social justice. In LIVING WITH A WILD GOD, she recounts
her quest-beginning in childhood-to find "the Truth" about the universe and everything else:
What's really going on? Why are we here? In middle age, she rediscovered the journal she had
kept during her tumultuous adolescence, which records an event so strange, so cataclysmic,
that she had never, in all the intervening years, written or spoken about it to anyone. It was the
kind of event that people call a "mystical experience"-and, to a steadfast atheist and rationalist,
nothing less than shattering. In LIVING WITH A WILD GOD, Ehrenreich reconstructs her
childhood mission, bringing an older woman's wry and erudite perspective to a young girl's
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impassioned obsession with the questions that, at one point or another, torment us all. The
result is both deeply personal and cosmically sweeping-a searing memoir and a profound
reflection on science, religion, and the human condition. With her signature combination of
intellectual rigor and uninhibited imagination, Ehrenreich offers a true literary achievement-a
work that has the power not only to entertain but amaze.
One of the most influential works of this century, The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays is a
crucial exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don Juan and the
novels of Kafka, these essays begin with a meditation on suicide; the question of living or not
living in a universe devoid of order or meaning. With lyric eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly
posits a way out of despair, reaffirming the value of personal existence, and the possibility of
life lived with dignity and authenticity.
Poses an argument for living a spiritual life that is not dependent on religion, explaining that an
acceptance of philosophical spiritual traditions and values does not require practitioners to
embrace the existence of a higher order.
Over the last 25 years, 'no religion' has become the fastest-growing religion in the Western
World. Revealing the inspiring beliefs that empower secular culture - alongside real stories of
nonreligious men and women based on extensive in-depth interviews from across the U.S. Living the Secular Life will be indispensable for millions of secular people. A manifesto for a
booming social movement and a revelatory survey of an overlooked community, this book
offers essential and long-awaited information for anyone building a life based on his or her own
principles
'We have left dry land and put out to sea! We have burned the bridge behind us - what is more,
we have burned the land behind us!' Nietzsche's devastating demolition of religion would have
seismic consequences for future generations. With God dead, he envisages a brilliant future
for humanity: one in which individuals would at last be responsible for their destinies. One of
twenty new books in the bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection
showcases a diverse list of thinkers who have helped shape our world today, from anarchists
to stoics, feminists to prophets, satirists to Zen Buddhists.
A book for nonbelievers who embrace the reality-driven life. We can't avoid the persistent
questions about the meaning of life-and the nature of reality. Philosopher Alex Rosenberg
maintains that science is the only thing that can really answer them—all of them. His bracing
and ultimately upbeat book takes physics seriously as the complete description of reality and
accepts all its consequences. He shows how physics makes Darwinian natural selection the
only way life can emerge, and how that deprives nature of purpose, and human action of
meaning, while it exposes conscious illusions such as free will and the self. The science that
makes us nonbelievers provides the insight into the real difference between right and wrong,
the nature of the mind, even the direction of human history. The Atheist's Guide to Reality
draws powerful implications for the ethical and political issues that roil contemporary life. The
result is nice nihilism, a surprisingly sanguine perspective atheists can happily embrace.

This reader prints selections of some of the most profound and pioneering
discussions of agnosticism over the past two centuries, including essays by
Thomas Henry Huxley (who coined the term), Bertrand Russell, Albert Einstein,
Isaac Asimov, and others.
"Not only do I believe that it is possible to maintain moral standards without the
crutch of religion but I would argue that it is the only way to achieve true
goodness." Disproving Christianity and Other Secular Writings compiles popular
and lesser-known arguments against the principles established by the Christian
canon. Using a phenomenological approach to build his case based on in-depth
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study at the University of California, Santa Barbara McAfee analyzes the Hebrew
Scriptures and New Testament doctrine to build a logical and reasonable case
against their validity. From contradictions between lived and portrayed religions
to factual errors within the texts themselves, no stone is left unturned in this fully
updated and expanded refutation of Christianity.
Calls for an end to religion's role in dictating morality, demonstrating how the
scientific community's understandings about the human brain may enable the
establishment of secular codes of behavior.
Atheism For DummiesJohn Wiley & Sons
From the author of The Architecture of Happiness, a deeply moving meditation
on how we can still benefit, without believing, from the wisdom, the beauty, and
the consolatory power that religion has to offer. Alain de Botton was brought up in
a committedly atheistic household, and though he was powerfully swayed by his
parents' views, he underwent, in his mid-twenties, a crisis of faithlessness. His
feelings of doubt about atheism had their origins in listening to Bach's cantatas,
were further developed in the presence of certain Bellini Madonnas, and became
overwhelming with an introduction to Zen architecture. However, it was not until
his father's death -- buried under a Hebrew headstone in a Jewish cemetery
because he had intriguingly omitted to make more secular arrangements -- that
Alain began to face the full degree of his ambivalence regarding the views of
religion that he had dutifully accepted. Why are we presented with the curious
choice between either committing to peculiar concepts about immaterial deities or
letting go entirely of a host of consoling, subtle and effective rituals and practices
for which there is no equivalent in secular society? Why do we bristle at the
mention of the word "morality"? Flee from the idea that art should be uplifting, or
have an ethical purpose? Why don't we build temples? What mechanisms do we
have for expressing gratitude? The challenge that de Botton addresses in his
book: how to separate ideas and practices from the religious institutions that
have laid claim to them. In Religion for Atheists is an argument to free our soulrelated needs from the particular influence of religions, even if it is, paradoxically,
the study of religion that will allow us to rediscover and rearticulate those needs.
Many non-Muslims have no idea that Muslims worship the same God as
Christians and Jews, and that Islam preaches compassion, charity, humility, and
the brotherhood of man. And the similarities don’t end there. According to
Islamic teaching, Muhammad founded Islam in 610 CE after the angel Gabriel
appeared to him at Mecca and told him that God had entered him among the
ranks of such great biblical prophets as Abraham, Moses, and Christ. Whether
you live or work alongside Muslims and want to relate to them better, or you
simply want to gain a better understanding of the world’s second largest religion,
Islam For Dummies can help you make sense of this religion and its appeal.
From the Qur’an to Ramadan, this friendly guide introduces you to the origins,
practices and beliefs of Islam, including: Muhammad, the man and the legend
The Five Pillars of Wisdom The Five Essentials beliefs of Islam The different
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branches of Islam and Islamic sects The Qur’an and Islamic law Islam
throughout history and its impact around the world Professor Malcolm Clark
explores the roots of Islam, how it has developed over the centuries, and it’s
long and complex relationship with Christianity. He helps puts Islam in
perspective as a major cultural and geopolitical force. And he provided helpful
insights into, among other things: Muhammad, the Qur’an and the ethical
teachings of Islam Muslim worship, customs, and rituals surrounding birth,
marriage, and death Shi’ites, Sunnis, Sufis, Druze, and other important Muslim
groups Islam in relation to Judaism and Christianity In these troubled times, it is
important that we try to understand the belief systems of others, for through
understanding comes peace. Islam For Dummies helps you build bridges of
understanding between you and your neighbors in the global village. Islam For
Dummies (9781119642978) was previously published as Islam For Dummies
(9780764555039). While this version features a new Dummies cover and design,
the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new
or updated product.
Discover .... Atheism is very easy to define: it is the belief that there is neither
God nor the gods. From now we will just talk about belief in God, but the
arguments in this book are equally applicable to the monotheistic and polytheistic
religions. However, many think that atheists believe that there is no God, no
morality; or that there is no God, nor the meaning of life; or again, neither God
nor human goodness. As we shall see, there is nothing to stop the atheist believe
in morality, the meaning of life or human goodness. Atheism is only the truly
negative when it comes to believing in God. It is capable of positively look at
other aspects of life as well as any other belief. However, there is a certain point
where the negativism of atheistic beliefs extends beyond God's existence. Atheist
rejection of faith in God is usually accompanied by a broader rejection of any
supernatural or transcendent reality. An atheist, for instance, usually doesn't
believe in the existence of the immortal soul, life after death, ghosts and
supernatural forces. Although, strictly speaking, an atheist can believe in any of
that, and yet remain an atheist, reasons which will become clearer later on,
arguments and ideas that support atheism naturally tend to exclude beliefs in the
supernatural and fantastic. Atheism is the view contrary not only to theism and
other forms of belief in God but also to agnosticism - i.e. the exclusion of belief or
disbelief in God. Agnostic argues that we cannot know whether God exists or
does not exist, and is, therefore, the only reasonable solution to refrain from
judgment. Both theists and atheists, according to agnostic beliefs, are
exaggerating in claims that God exists / does not exist. We simply do not have
enough arguments or evidence to justify any of these positions. The question
whether people with no positive faith in God should be agnostics or atheists is
really important, probably as much as the question whether to believe in God or
not. Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn... Is Atheism a Religion? Right
Justification for Atheism Modern Atheism Historical and Philosophical Overview
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of Atheism Psychological Reasons for Atheism Eight "Motives of Atheism."
Atheism, Naturalism and Physicalism Six Types of Atheists and How to
Recognize Them Demographics of Atheism (c) 2017 All Rights Reserved ! Tags:
atheism, atheism for dummies, history of atheism, atheist, religion for atheists,
atheist bible, religion
In many places and times, and for many people, God's existence has been rather
less than a clear fact. According to the hiddenness argument, this is actually a
reason to suppose that it is not a fact at all. The hiddenness argument is a new
argument for atheism that has come to prominence in philosophy over the past
two decades. J. L. Schellenberg first developed the argument in 1993, and this
book offers a short and vigorous statement of its central claims and ideas.
Logically sharp but so clear that anyone can understand, the book addresses
little-discussed issues such as why it took so long for hiddenness reasoning to
emerge in philosophy, and how the hiddenness problem is distinct from the
problem of evil. It concludes with the fascinating thought that retiring the last of
the personal gods might leave us nearer the beginning of religion than the end.
Though an atheist, Schellenberg writes sensitively and with a nuanced insider's
grasp of the religious life. Pertinent aspects of his experience as a believer and
as a nonbeliever, and of his own engagement with hiddenness issues, are
included. Set in this personal context, and against an authoritative background on
relevant logical, conceptual, and historical matters, The Hiddenness Argument's
careful but provocative reasoning makes crystal clear just what this new
argument is and why it matters.
Praised by Newsweek as “a compelling read” and Library Journal as “accessible and down-toearth,” Dale McGowan’s Parenting Beyond Belief offered freethinking parents everywhere a
compassionate introduction to raising caring, ethical children without religious guidance. Now,
for the more than 40 million people in the United States who identify themselves as
nonreligious, Raising Freethinkers offers solutions to the unique challenges secular parents
face and provides specific answers to common questions, as well as over 100 activities for
both parents and their children. This book covers every important topic nonreligious parents
need to know to help their children with their own moral and intellectual development, including
advice on religious-extended-family issues, death and life, secular celebrations, wondering and
questioning, and more. Complete with reviews of books, DVDs, curricula, educational toys, and
online resources relevant to each chapter topic, Raising Freethinkers helps parents raise their
children with confidence.
Why am I here? What happens after we die? These are some of the hardest questions a child
can ask—and even harder for parents to answer, especially if you’ve chosen to raise your child
without religion. Gathering the perspectives of educators and psychologists, as well as wisdom
from everyday parents, Parenting Beyond Belief offers insights and advice on a wide range of
topics including: Instilling values Finding meaning and purpose Navigating holidays Coping
with loss Finding community without religion...and more The second edition of this secular
parenting bestseller brings back reflections from such celebrated freethinkers as Richard
Dawkins and Julia Sweeney, and adds new voices including journalist Wendy Thomas Russell,
essayist Katherine Ozment, sociologist Phil Zuckerman, and many others. Wise, entertaining,
and deeply supportive, the book will empower parents in their quest to raise ethical,
compassionate, and open-minded children—without religion.
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In 2007, Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett filmed a
landmark discussion about modern atheism. The video went viral. Now in print for the first time,
the transcript of their conversation is illuminated by new essays from three of the original
participants and an introduction by Stephen Fry. At the dawn of the new atheist movement, the
thinkers who became known as “the four horsemen,” the heralds of religion's
unraveling—Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett—sat down
together over cocktails. What followed was a rigorous, pathbreaking, and enthralling exchange,
which has been viewed millions of times since it was first posted on YouTube. This is
intellectual inquiry at its best: exhilarating, funny, and unpredictable, sincere and probing,
reminding us just how varied and colorful the threads of modern atheism are. Here is the
transcript of that conversation, in print for the first time, augmented by material from the living
participants: Dawkins, Harris, and Dennett. These new essays, introduced by Stephen Fry,
mark the evolution of their thinking and highlight particularly resonant aspects of this epic
exchange. Each man contends with the most fundamental questions of human existence while
challenging the others to articulate their own stance on God and religion, cultural criticism,
spirituality, debate with people of faith, and the components of a truly ethical life. Praise for The
Four Horsemen “This bracing exchange of ideas crackles with energy. It’s fascinating to
watch four first-class minds explore a rugged intellectual terrain. . . . The text affords a
different, more reflective way of processing the truly vital exchange of ideas. . . . I commend
the book to those seeking an honest reckoning with their religion—and those curious about how
the world looks from a rigorously naturalistic and atheistic point of view.”—Pittsburgh PostGazette “The full, electrifying transcript of the one and only conversation between the quartet
of luminaries dubbed the ‘four horsemen’ of the New Atheism, which took place in
Washington, D.C., in 2007. Among the vast range of ideas and questions they discuss: Is it
ever possible to win a war of ideas? Is spirituality the preserve of the religious? And, are there
any truths you would rather not know?”—The Bookseller (UK) (starred review)
Atheism For Kids is a fun and beautifully-illustrated book written for children who are exploring
religious ideas in an increasingly secular world. Atheism For Kids asks open-ended and nonjudgmental questions about religion, with suggestions for how we might choose to live if we opt
for an atheist or humanist lifestyle instead.
The definitive guide to understanding Taoism—no matteryour background or faith Lao Tzu's
Tao Te Ching is the second most translated bookin the world, and the practice of religious
Taoism is on the risein China, where adherents currently number in the hundreds ofmillions.
Yet there remains a remarkable lack of reliableinformation about Taoism for curious
westerners. Taoism ForDummies provides comprehensive coverage of Taoism's origins
inChina's Chou Dynasty, its underlying quietist principles, itsemergence as a major religion,
various interpretation of its coretexts, including both Eastern and Western interpretations,
keyTaoist concepts, and much more. It also provides a fascinatingglimpse of Taoism in
contemporary China. The ideal guide for readers interested in this influentialreligion, as well as
those taking an introductory course on Taoismor Chinese Religion A valuable source of insight
for those with an interest inmodern Chinese culture and beliefs
THEOLOGY FOR ATHEISTS is a joyful romp in the fields of the Lord. It opens up the
possibility for atheists to join in the celebrations of a religious community; to share in their
rituals and devotions without having to adopt their beliefs. Here they can join with other
atheists who are already there. . . and the church needs them because it is the atheists who
hold the future of the church and the survival of the planet in their hands. The text creates a
common ground for atheists and people of faith - by offering secular explanations for sacred
mysteries and miracles, while revering their value as myths. It provides cogent answers to the
three Cosmic FAQ’s: Where do we come from? Why are we here? and Where are we going?
For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and talked people into
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believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the faithful often view converting others
as an obligation of their faith—and are trained from an early age to spread their unique brand of
religion. The result is a world broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed
counter to this tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists
offers the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out of it. Peter
Boghossian draws on the tools he has developed and used for more than 20 years as a
philosopher and educator to teach how to engage the faithful in conversations that will help
them value reason and rationality, cast doubt on their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith,
abandon superstition and irrationality, and ultimately embrace reason.
Throughout history, arguments for and against the existence of God have been largely
confined to philosophy and theology, while science has sat on the sidelines. Despite the fact
that science has revolutionized every aspect of human life and greatly clarified our
understanding of the world, somehow the notion has arisen that it has nothing to say about the
possibility of a supreme being, which much of humanity worships as the source of all reality.
This book contends that, if God exists, some evidence for this existence should be detectable
by scientific means, especially considering the central role that God is alleged to play in the
operation of the universe and the lives of humans. Treating the traditional God concept, as
conventionally presented in the Judeo-Christian and Islamic traditions, like any other scientific
hypothesis, physicist Stenger examines all of the claims made for God's existence. He
considers the latest Intelligent Design arguments as evidence of God's influence in biology. He
looks at human behavior for evidence of immaterial souls and the possible effects of prayer.
He discusses the findings of physics and astronomy in weighing the suggestions that the
universe is the work of a creator and that humans are God's special creation. After evaluating
all the scientific evidence, Stenger concludes that beyond a reasonable doubt the universe and
life appear exactly as we might expect if there were no God. This paperback edition of the New
York Times bestselling hardcover edition contains a new foreword by Christopher Hitchens and
a postscript by the author in which he responds to reviewers' criticisms of the original edition.

Christopher Hitchens, described in the London Observer as “one of the most prolific, as
well as brilliant, journalists of our time” takes on his biggest subject yet–the increasingly
dangerous role of religion in the world. In the tradition of Bertrand Russell’s Why I Am
Not a Christian and Sam Harris’s recent bestseller, The End Of Faith, Christopher
Hitchens makes the ultimate case against religion. With a close and erudite reading of
the major religious texts, he documents the ways in which religion is a man-made wish,
a cause of dangerous sexual repression, and a distortion of our origins in the cosmos.
With eloquent clarity, Hitchens frames the argument for a more secular life based on
science and reason, in which hell is replaced by the Hubble Telescope’s awesome
view of the universe, and Moses and the burning bush give way to the beauty and
symmetry of the double helix.
Dr Francis S. Collins, head of the Human Genome Project, is one of the world's leading
scientists, working at the cutting edge of the study of DNA, the code of life. Yet he is
also a man of unshakable faith in God. How does he reconcile the seemingly
unreconcilable? In THE LANGUAGE OF GOD he explains his own journey from
atheism to faith, and then takes the reader on a stunning tour of modern science to
show that physics, chemistry and biology -- indeed, reason itself -- are not incompatible
with belief. His book is essential reading for anyone who wonders about the deepest
questions of all: why are we here? How did we get here? And what does life mean?
Rather than equip atheists with ways of understanding and dealing with arguments for
God, the New Atheists would leave them entirely wanting. Thankfully, their approach to
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religion isn't the only approach available to us. There are philosophical approaches to
religion. There aren't only ways of dealing with theistic arguments, but there are ways of
devising arguments for atheism. These arguments would serve to debase theistic views
and establish grounds for concluding that there is no god. This work focuses on
countering common theistic arguments and offering arguments for atheism in order to
show how such arguments bolster a greater body of evidence than those in favor of
theism.
For the millions of Americans who want spirituality without religion, Sam Harris’s latest
New York Times bestseller is a guide to meditation as a rational practice informed by
neuroscience and psychology. From Sam Harris, neuroscientist and author of
numerous New York Times bestselling books, Waking Up is for the twenty percent of
Americans who follow no religion but who suspect that important truths can be found in
the experiences of such figures as Jesus, the Buddha, Lao Tzu, Rumi, and the other
saints and sages of history. Throughout this book, Harris argues that there is more to
understanding reality than science and secular culture generally allow, and that how we
pay attention to the present moment largely determines the quality of our lives. Waking
Up is part memoir and part exploration of the scientific underpinnings of spirituality. No
other book marries contemplative wisdom and modern science in this way, and no
author other than Sam Harris—a scientist, philosopher, and famous skeptic—could write
it.
The quintessential guide to living a meaningful life without God. Why should we believe
in God without any evidence? How can there be meaning in life when death is final?
With historical adherents including such thinkers as Einstein, Freud, Philip Pullman, and
Frank Zappa, "Humanism"'s central quest is to make sense of such questions,
explaining the ethical and metaphysical by appealing to shared human values,
rationality, and tolerance. Essential reading for atheists, agnostics, ignostics,
freethinkers, rationalists, skeptics, and believers too, this Beginner's Guide will explain
all aspects of the Humanist philosophy whilst providing an alternative and valuable
conception of life without religion.
"Does a god exist? This question has undoubtedly been asked, in one form or another,
since man has had the ability to communicate. . . Thousands of volumes have been
written on the subject of a god, and the vast majority have answered the questions with
a resounding 'Yes!' " "You are about to read a minority viewpoint." With this intriguing
introduction, George H. Smith sets out to demolish what he considers the most
widespread and destructive of all the myths devised by man - the concept of a supreme
being. With painstaking scholarship and rigorous arguments, Mr. Smith examines,
dissects, and refutes the myriad "proofs" offered by theists - the defenses of
sophisticated, professional theologians, as well as the average religious layman. He
explores the historical and psychological havoc wrought by religion in general - and
concludes that religious belief cannot have any place in the life of modern, rational man.
"It is not my purpose to convert people to atheism . . . (but to) demonstrate that the
belief in God is irrational to the point of absurdity. If a person wishes to continue
believing in a god, that is his prerogative, but he can no longer excuse his belief in the
name of reason and moral necessity."
A non-religious, humanist reference draws on secular literature and philosophy from
both Western and Eastern traditions to consider such topics as the origins of the world,
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how to relate to others, and how to appreciate life.
The easy way to understand atheism and secular philosophy For people seeking a nonreligious philosophy of life, as well as believers with atheist friends, Atheism For
Dummies offers an intelligent exploration of the historical and moral case for atheism.
Often wildly misunderstood, atheism is a secular approach to life based on the
understanding that reality is an arrangement of physical matter, with no consideration of
unverifiable spiritual forces. Atheism For Dummies offers a brief history of atheist
philosophy and its evolution, explores it as a historical and cultural movement, covers
important historical writings on the subject, and discusses the nature of ethics and
morality in the absence of religion. A simple, yet intelligent exploration of an often
misunderstood philosophy Explores the differences between explicit and implicit
atheism A comprehensive, readable, and thoroughly unbiased resource As the number
of atheists worldwide continues to grow, this book offers a broad understanding of the
subject for those exploring atheism as an approach to living.

Prominent atheists claim the Bible is a racist text. Yet Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
read it daily. Then again, so did many ardent segregationists. Some atheists
claim religion serves to oppress the masses. Yet the classic text of the French
Revolution, What is the Third Estate?, was written by a priest. On the other hand,
the revolutionaries ended up banning religion. What do we make of religion’s
confusing role in history? And what of religion’s relationship to science? Some
scientists claim that we have no free will. Others argue that advances in
neurobiology and physics disprove determinism. As for whispering to the
universe, an absurd habit say the skeptics. Yet prayer is a transformative practice
for millions. This book explores the most common atheist critiques of the Bible
and religion, incorporating Jewish, Christian, and Muslim voices. The result is a
fresh, modern re-evaluation of religion and of atheism. Scott A. Shay is a CoFounder and Chairman of Signature Bank and a longstanding Jewish community
activist. Shay started a Hebrew school, an adult educational program, and
chaired several Jewish educational programs. He is the author of Getting our
Groove Back: How to Energize American Jewry and has been thinking about
religion, reason, and modernity since wondering why his parents sent him to
Hebrew school.
Your plain-English guide to Judaism Whether you're interested in the religion or
the spirituality, the culture or the ethnic traditions, Judaism For Dummies
explores the full spectrum of Judaism, dipping into the mystical, meditative, and
spiritual depth of the faith and the practice. In this warm and welcoming book,
you'll find coverage of: Orthodox Jews and breakaway denominations; Judaism
as a daily practice; the food and fabric of Judaism; Jewish wedding ceremonies;
celebrations and holy days; 4,000 years of pain, sadness, triumph, and joy; great
Jewish thinkers and historical celebrities; and much more. Updates to the "recent
history" section with discussions of what has happened in the first decade of the
twenty-first century including: the expansion of orthodox political power in Israel;
expansion of interfaith work; unfortunate recent anti-Semitic events; and other
news Expanded coverage of Jewish mysticism and meditation, which has
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become increasingly popular in recent years New coverage on Jewish views of
morality, including birth control, homosexuality, and environmental concerns
Revised recipes for traditional Jewish cooking, updated key vocabulary, and
Yiddish phrases everyone should know Jews have long spread out to the corners
of the world, so there are significant Jewish communities on many continents.
Judaism For Dummies offers a glimpse into the rituals, ideas, and terms that are
woven into the history and everyday lives of Jewish people as near as our own
neighborhoods and as far-reaching as across the world. Judaism For Dummies
(9781119643074) was previously published as Judaism For Dummies
(9781118407516). While this version features a new Dummies cover and design,
the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new
or updated product.
What if the Gospel is not about making the Godless Godly, but making the godly
godless? What if Jesus isn't interested in calling us to add one more deity to our
list of priorities, but to abandon the notion of the divine as we've imagined it
altogether, and to follow him down a path so contradictory to our concepts of
God, that it looks more like forsaking him than following him? In The Atheistic
Theist, Jeff Turner argues that the only way to find God is to lose God, and that
many of us who think we've found God, have lost God. This book is a radical call
to recapture the Church's ancient, atheistic legacy, and to purify our
understanding of God by purging it of the notion of "god." It is a call to lose "god,"
and to find "God;" to follow Jesus, and to forsake our idols; to becomes atheists
that we might become theists.
Religions are a natural outgrowth of the intuitive ways of knowing that evolved
with human culture. Though many people continue to find value in religious
identity and community, intuitive knowledge has been eclipsed by a more
effective way of knowing—the scientific way. A better way of relating religion to
politics called secularism is gradually replacing theocracy. Once you understand
and accept the scientific way of knowing and this preferred relationship of church
and state, you become agnostic and secular—even if you continue to identify with
and participate in religion.As Jeff T. Haley and Dale McGowan argue in this
volume, this isn't some abstract dream—it's happening right now. Religions are in
a continuous state of evolution, changing beliefs, values, and practices over time.
All religions, including Christianity and Islam, can evolve to accept the scientific
way of knowing and secularism, becoming agnostic and even atheistic without
losing their essential value. Haley and McGowan explain how you can help this
natural process, sharing reality with your friends and family in a way that
encourages religions to embrace the best of humanity's knowledge and values.
Over the last decade, "New Atheists" such as Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins, and
Christopher Hitchens have pushed the issue of atheism to the forefront of public
discussion. Yet very few of the ensuing debates and discussions have managed
to provide a full and objective treatment of the subject. Atheism: What Everyone
Needs to Know provides a balanced look at the topic, considering atheism
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historically, philosophically, theologically, sociologically and psychologically.
Written in an easily accessible style, the book uses a question and answer format
to examine the history of atheism, arguments for and against atheism, the
relationship between religion and science, and the issue of the meaning of lifeand whether or not one can be a happy and satisfied atheist. Above all, the
author stresses that the atheism controversy is not just a matter of the facts, but
a matter of burning moral concern, both about the stand one should take on the
issues and the consequences of one's commitment.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally
titled, was a book constructed by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life
by cutting and pasting numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of
the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's composition excluded sections of the New
Testament containing supernatural aspects as well as perceived
misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895,
the Smithsonian Institution under the leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler
purchased the original Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's great-granddaughter
Carolina Randolph for $400. A conservation effort commencing in 2009, in
partnership with the museum's Political History department, allowed for a public
unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011, through May 28, 2012, at
the National Museum of American History.
This book is enhanced with content such as audio or video, resulting in a large
file that may take longer to download than expected. The Deluxe Illustrated
Edition of a Timeless Classic Now with this enhanced edition, readers can gain
additional insight through video interviews, audio excerpts and letters from C. S.
Lewis. First published in 1942, The Screwtape Letters has sold millions of copies
world-wide and is recognized as a milestone in the history of popular theology. A
masterpiece of satire, it entertains readers with its sly and ironic portrayal of
human life and foibles from the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly placed
assistant to “Our Father Below.” At once wildly comic, deadly serious, and
strikingly original, The Screwtape Letters is the most engaging account of
temptation—and triumph over it—ever written.
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