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In the early 1900s, the decaying Ottoman Turkish Empire had lost some of its
Balkan territories, but still nominally ruled all of North Africa between British
Egypt in the east and French Algeria in the west. Libya had fertile coastal
territory, and was the last North African (almost, the last African) region not yet
conquered by a European colonialist power. Italy was a young country, ambitious
for colonies, but had been defeated in Ethiopia in the 1890s. The Italian
government of Giovanni Giolitti was keen to overwrite the memory of that failure,
and to gain a strategic grip over the central Mediterranean by seizing Libya, just
across the narrows from Sicily. The Italian expeditionary force that landed in
October 1911 easily defeated the Ottoman division based in the coastal cities,
incurring few losses. However, the Libyan inland tribes reacted furiously to the
Italian conquest, and their insurgency cost the Italians thousands of casualties,
locking them into the coastal enclaves during a winter stalemate which
diminished Italian public enthusiasm for the war. To retrieve Italian prestige the
government launched a naval campaign in the Dardanelles and the Dodecanese
– the last Turkish held archipelago in the Aegean – in April–May 1912, and
landed troops to capture Rhodes. The army finally pushed inland in Libya in July–
October (using systematic air reconnaissance, for the first time), and after brutal
fighting the war ended in a treaty that brought Italy all it wanted, although though
the Libyan tribes would not finally be quelled until after World War I. Containing
accurate full-colour artwork and unrivalled detail, Armies of the Italian-Turkish
War offers a vivid insight into the troops involved in this pivotal campaign,
including the tribal insurgents and the navies of both sides.
As Europe descended into war the newly formed state of Croatia found itself an
ally in Nazi Germany. Tens of thousands of Croatians volunteered for the
German Wehrmacht, with Croatian-badged units created within the Army, Navy,
Luftwaffe, Waffen-SS and Police force. When Hitler turned his attention to
Stalin's Soviet Union many of these men found themselves thrown into the fray,
with Croatian soldiers serving at Stalingrad, fighting Tito's Partisans in the
Balkans and battling against the advancing Red Army in Hungary. Aided by
detailed illustrations, author Vladimir Brnardic explores the uniforms and
equipment of World War II Croatian Legionaries.
In this critical darling Vermeer's captivating and enigmatic paintings become
windows that reveal how daily life and thought-from Delft to Beijing--were
transformed in the 17th century, when the world first became global. A Vermeer
painting shows a military officer in a Dutch sitting room, talking to a laughing girl.
In another canvas, fruit spills from a blue-and-white porcelain bowl. Familiar
images that captivate us with their beauty--but as Timothy Brook shows us, these
intimate pictures actually give us a remarkable view of an expanding world. The
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officer's dashing hat is made of beaver fur from North America, and it was beaver
pelts from America that financed the voyages of explorers seeking routes to
China-prized for the porcelains so often shown in Dutch paintings of this time,
including Vermeer's. In this dazzling history, Timothy Brook uses Vermeer's
works, and other contemporary images from Europe, Asia, and the Americas to
trace the rapidly growing web of global trade, and the explosive, transforming,
and sometimes destructive changes it wrought in the age when globalization
really began.
From the German occupation of Belgium in May 1940, Flemish recruits from
northern Belgium – considered by the Nazis to be 'Germanic' – were accepted
individually into Waffen-SS units. From Hitler's invasion of the USSR in June
1941, additional recruits from the French-speaking south (Wallonia) were drafted.
Both communities formed volunteer 'Legions', to fight (according to Goebbels'
propaganda machine) 'for European civilization against the Bolshevik threat';
these were a Flemish Legion in the Waffen-SS and a Walloon Legion in the
German Army. Both served on the Russian Front in 1942-43; the Walloon Legion
was then also transferred into the Waffen-SS, and the decorated Walloon officer
Leon Degrelle became a publicized 'poster boy' for foreign SS volunteers. Both
Legions were then redesignated as SS Assault Brigades, and thereafter saw
extremely hard fighting in the Ukraine and on the Baltic front. In autumn 1944,
their survivors were withdrawn from the front and incorporated into two new
understrength SS Divisions, 27. 'Langemarck' and 28. 'Wallonien'. This new
account, featuring detailed colour plates of uniform and insignia, recounts the
battle history of the French and Flemish-speaking Belgian SS, up to their final
transformation into full divisions in the winter of 1944/45.
The First Carlist War broke out after the death of King Ferdinand VII, the king
restored at the end of the Peninsular War thanks to Wellington's victory. The
crown was claimed by both his daughter Isabella, backed by the Liberal party and
his brother Don Carlos, at the head of northern ultra-conservatives centred in the
Basque provinces and Navarre. The Liberals or 'Cristinos' were supported by a
10,000-strong British Legion of volunteers led by a former aide to Wellington as
well as the British Royal Navy, a Portuguese division, and the French Foreign
Legion. With both armies still using Napoleonic weapons and tactics, early
victories were won by the Basque general Zumalacarregui. After his death in
1835 a see-saw series of campaigns followed, fought by conventional armies of
horse, foot and guns, supported by many irregulars and guerrillas. This little
known multi-national campaign provides a fascinating postscript to the Peninsular
War of 1808–14, and its uniforms present a colourful and varied spectacle.
An important aspect of the Russian Civil War were the several Allied expeditions
immediately following World War I in support of the disunited Russian 'White'
armies resisting the Bolshevik Revolution. Although they ended in failure, these
ventures were long resented, and were the origin of the 70-year-long Soviet
suspicion of the Western Allies. British and US expeditionary forces operated in
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North Russia and Siberia in support of General Yudenich and Admiral Kolchak
respectively, and a French and Greek expeditionary force (plus Romanian and
Polish elements) operated in Crimea and south-western Ukraine, in support of
General Denikin. The situation was further complicated by the presence of strong
Imperial German elements still under arms, and by war between various factions
in the Ukraine. This Southern theatre of the Allied interventions is far less well
known than that of the British and Americans in the North and East. Featuring
rare photos and new colour plates, this fascinating new book describes this major
Allied intervention in the Russian Civil War. Dr Phoebus Athanassiou writes a
compelling account of how the French and Greeks alongside White Russians
were greatly outnumbered by pro-Bolshevik forces and were relentlessly pushed
back by the Ukrainian forces. In just over 4 months, on 28 April 1919, the last of
their forces were evacuated by Allied navies from Sevastopol in Crimea.
The cantinières who accompanied Napoleon's armies to war have an iconic
status in the history of the Grande Armée. Sutler-women and laundresses were
officially sanctioned members of the regiment performing a vital support role. In a
period when the supply and pay services were haphazard, their canteen wagons
and tents were a vital source of sustenance and served as the social hubs of the
regiment. Although officially non-combatants, many of these women followed
their regiments into battle, serving brandy to soldiers in the firing line, braving
enemy fire. This book is a timely piece of social history, as well as a colourful
new guide for modellers and re-enactors. Through meticulous research of
unprecedented depth and accuracy, Terry Crowdy dispels the inaccurate
portrayals that Napoleon's Women Camp Followers have suffered over the years
to offer a fascinating look at these forgotten heroines.
After the Fall of France in 1940, a new puppet state was set up in the south.
Officially known as the French State, it is better known as Vichy France. This
collaborationist Vichy regime's armed forces were more active and usually more
numerous than German troops in the task of hunting down and crushing the
maquis - the French Resistance guerrilla forces This book will cover the
organization and operations of Vichy French Security Forces, including: the new
Vichy Police Nationale, particularly their Groupes Mobiles de Reserve, the
Service d'Ordre Légionnaire , and the Milice Francaise, a ruthless antiResistance militia armed partly with British weapons captured from SOE airdrops.
Fully illustrated throughout with contemporary photographs and commissioned
artwork, it tells the story of Occupied France from the perspective of those who
sought to keep it in German hands.
Due to its partitions and dissolution in the late eighteenth century, hundreds of thousands of
Polish soldiers enlisted in distinct units in the armies of many countries – primarily those of the
Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires, but also that of the German Reich and the French
Republic. All these forces were uniformed and equipped by the parent armies, though often
with explicitly Polish features. The collapse of Tsarist Russia in 1917 and of the Central
Powers in 1918 allowed these diverse forces to unite in a re-created Polish Army under the
new-born Second Polish Republic in November 1918. With full colour illustrations of their
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unique and colourful uniforms as well as contemporary photographs, this is the fascinating
story of the Poles who fought on both sides of the trenches in World War I and then united to
fight for their freedom in the Russian Civil War.
The army commanded by the Duke of Wellington at Quatre-Bras and Waterloo included two
infantry divisions and three cavalry brigades of the newly-unified Netherlands (or 'DutchBelgian') army. The part played by these troops in the two battles, under experienced officers
many of whom had seen long service in Napoleon's campaigns, has often been unjustly
dismissed by British commentators. The organisation, uniforms, and battle record of the
Belgian units are explained here in detail by an experienced researcher in Continental
archives, and illustrated by a specialist in the period, who actually lives at Waterloo.
The Royal Hungarian Army was Germany's largest ally on the Eastern Front, but information
about the Hungarian Army in English is rare. Deployed in Ukraine at the beginning of the war,
the Hungarian Army was involved in a number of brutal encounters with the Red Army,
including stubborn resistance in Transylvania in the summer of 1944, and the brave defense of
Budapest in the face of overwhelming odds. The Hungarian Army was a varied and colourful
force, ranging from mountain troops and tank units to horse cavalry and specialist infantry. All
of these are illustrated in full-colour artwork, with full details about the Hungarian Army's own,
quite distinct uniforms and insignia as well as many of its own weapons and tanks. This is an
essential starter resource for wargamers, modelers, re-enactors and military historians.
Since the end of their involvement in the Vietnam War, the Australian Army has been
modernized in every respect. After peacekeeping duties in South-East Asia, Africa and the
Middle East in the 1980s–90s, 'Diggers' were sent to safeguard the newly independent East
Timor from Indonesian harassment in 1999, and to provide long-term protection and mentoring
since 2006. Australian Army units have served in the US-led wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
Australian Special Forces are currently operating alongside US and British elements against
ISIS in northern Iraq. During these campaigns the Australian SAS Regiment and Commandos
have fully matured into 'Tier 1' assets, internationally recognized for their wide range of
capabilities. The book, written by an Australian author who has written extensively about
modern warfare, traces the development of the Army's organization, combat uniforms, loadbearing equipment, small arms and major weapon systems using specially commissioned
artwork and photographs.
In October 1940 an Italian army some 200,000 strong invaded Greece across its largely
undefended border with Albania. Although supported by Great Britain, at first by sea and in the
air and later by landing British and ANZAC troops from North Africa, Greece bore the main
brunt of the six-month war. Outclassed in materiel and outnumbered, LtGen Papagos's Greek
army was so successful against the Italians in north-west Greece that, by 22 November 1940,
it was advancing into Italian-held Albania. This would eventually force Hitler to send in German
reinforcements to support his beleaguered Italian allies, delaying his invasion of the Soviet
Union. Complete with contemporary photographs and full-colour uniform plates, this fascinating
study explores the history, organization, and appearance of the armies of this oft forgotten
conflict.
Empires have fallen, and the land is broken. The great oathmarks that once stood as
testaments to the allegiances and might of nations have crumbled into ruin. In this lost age,
fealty and loyalty are as valuable as gold and as deadly as cold iron, and war is ever-present.
Created by Joseph A. McCullough, designer of Frostgrave and Frostgrave: Ghost Archipelago,
Oathmark is a mass-battle fantasy wargame that puts you in command of the fantasy army
you've always wanted, whether a company of stalwart dwarves or a mixed force with proud
elves, noble men, and wild goblins standing shoulder-to-shoulder in the battle-line. Fight
through an integrated campaign system and develop your realms from battle to battle, adding
new territories, recruiting new troop types, and growing to eclipse your rivals... or lose what you
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fought so hard to gain and fall as so many would-be emperors before you.
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a glass.
You can likely find them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line
them up on the counter, and there you have it: thousands of years of human history in six
drinks. Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that remain
essentials today. En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture:
Why were ancient Egyptians buried with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink
than beer by the Romans? How did rum grog help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is
the relationship between coffee and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola become the number
one poster-product for globalization decades before the term was even coined?
The Wehrmacht's last Blitzkrieg campaign was indeed a lightning war, since German forces
were required to seize both Yugoslavia and Greece before redeploying immediately to the East
ready to attack the Soviet Union in a matter of weeks. Although the plans for the conquest of
Yugoslavia were developed in haste, the campaign was extremely successful: in a short space
of time, both Yugoslavia and Greece had fallen, accompanied by the capture of large numbers
of British, Australian and New Zealand troops. The 1941 Balkan campaign was an apparently
brilliant military accomplishment that demonstrated once again the superiority of the
Wehrmacht, and its cutting-edge campaigning skills. This superbly detailed work details the
opposing forces that took part in this campaign, documents their weapons and analyzes the
effectiveness of their tactics. It explores the initial Axis campaign against Yugoslavia, the
breakthrough of the Metaxas Line and advance into Macedonia and the withdrawal of Allied
troops south. Detailed battlescenes depict key moments in the land, sea and air battles that
took place in the Balkans, vividly bringing to life events of almost 80 years ago.

In the 1840s, post-Napoleonic Italy was 'a geographical expression' – not a country, but
a patchwork of states, divided between the Austrian-occupied north, and a Spanishdescended Bourbon monarchy, who ruled the south from Naples. Two decades later, it
was a nation united under a single king and government, thanks largely to the efforts of
the Kings of Sardinia and Piedmont, and the revolutionary Giuseppe Garibaldi. This
book, the first of a two-part series on the armies that fought in the Italian Wars of
Unification, examines the Piedmontese and Neapolitan armies that fought in the north
and south of the peninsula. Illustrated with prints, early photos and detailed
commissioned artwork, this book explores the history, organization, and appearance of
the armies that fought to unite the Italian peninsula under one flag.
This is a comprehensive guide to the armies that fought a devastating and decisive
conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean between the two World Wars of the 20th century.
From the initial Greek invasion, designed to "liberate" the 100,000 ethnic Greeks that
lived in Western Turkey and had done for centuries, to Mustafa Kemal Atatürk's
incredibly efficient formation of a national government and a regular army, this was a
war that shaped the geopolitical landscape of the Mediterranean to this day. It gave
birth to the modern Turkish state, displacing millions and creating bitter memories of
atrocities committed by both sides. Augmented with very rare photographs and
beautiful illustrations, this ground-breaking title explores the history, organization, and
appearance of the armies, both guerilla and conventional, that fought in this bloody war.
'Oxi:' The Battle Cry that Led the Greeks to Save the World By: Nikitis Zoumberis In
October 1940, Italy invaded Greece. The Italians had far more men and weapons than
Greece. However, the Greeks soundly defeated the Italians. Eventually, Hitler marched
in March of 1941 with thousands of troops and weapons to capture Greece. Greece’s
stand against the Axis powers changed the course of World War II. Their victory over
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Italy and the diversion of the German army provided time for Russian forces to prepare
and overwhelm the Nazi army. Oxi is a story of perseverance and the belief in freedom
that is so strong, one will die to maintain it for their people. We owe the Greeks an
immense gratitude for their courage and determination during World War II, or else, the
world would be entirely different today.
From the author of the award-winning Vermeer's Hat, a historical detective story
decoding a long-forgotten link between seventeenth century Europe and China.
Timothy Brook's award-winning Vermeer's Hat unfolded the early history of
globalization, using Vermeer's paintings to show how objects like beaver hats and
porcelain bowls began to circulate around the world. Now he plumbs the mystery of a
single artifact that offers new insights into global connections centuries old. In 2009, an
extraordinary map of China was discovered in Oxford's Bodleian Library-where it had
first been deposited 350 years before, then stowed and forgotten for nearly a century.
Neither historians of China nor cartography experts had ever seen anything like it. It
was so odd that experts would have declared it a fake-yet records confirmed it had
been delivered to Oxford in 1659. The “Selden Map,” as it is known, was a puzzle that
needing solving. Brook, a historian of China, set out to explore the riddle. His
investigation will lead readers around this elegant, enigmatic work of art, and from the
heart of China, via the Southern Ocean, to the court of King James II. In the story of
Selden's map, he reveals for us the surprising links between an English scholar and
merchants half a world away, and offers novel insights into the power and meaning that
a single map can hold. Brook delivers the same anecdote-rich narrative, intriguing
characters, and unexpected historical connections that made Vermeer's Hat an instant
classic.
This book analyses why the Italian army failed to defeat its Greek opponent between
October 1940 and April 1941. It thoroughly examines the multiple forms of
ineffectiveness that plagued the political leadership as well as the military organisation.
Mussolini’s aggression of Greece ranks among the most neglected campaigns of the
Second World War. Initiated on 28 October 1940, the offensive came to a halt less than
ten days later; by mid-November, the Greek counter-offensive put the Italian armies on
the defensive, and back in Albania. From then on, the fatal interaction between failing
command structures, inadequate weapons and equipment, unprepared and
unmotivated combatants, and terrible logistics lowered to a dangerous level the fighting
power of Italian combatants. This essay proposes that compared to the North African
and Russian campaigns where the Regio Esercito achieved a decent level of military
effectiveness, the operation against Greece was a military fiasco. Only the courage of
its soldiers and the German intervention saved the dictator’s army from complete
disaster. This book would appeal to anyone interested in the history of the world war,
and to those involved in the study of military effectiveness and intrigued by why armies
fail.
Armies in Southern Russia 1918–19Bloomsbury Publishing
The Italian Renaissance marked a period of political and military turmoil. Many regional
wars were fought between the states ruled by Milan, Venice, Genoa, Florence, the
Papacy, Siena and Naples. For more than 50 years starting in 1494, major foreign
powers also exploited these divisions to invade Italy; both France and Spain made
temporary alliances with city states to further their ambitions, and early in the 16th
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century the Emperor Charles V sent armies from his German realms to support the
Spanish. These wars coincided with the growth of disciplined infantry – carrying not
only polearms and crossbows but also handguns – which proved capable of challenging
the previously dominant armoured knights. The widespread use of mercenaries
ushered in the early development of the 'pike and shot' era that succeeded the 'High
Middle Ages'. During this period costumes, armour and weapons varied greatly due to
their national origins and to the evolution of tactics and technology. This masterfully
illustrated study offers a fascinating insight into the many armies which fought in Italy
during this turbulent period, explaining not only their arms and equipment, but also their
structure and successes and failures on the battlefield.
During the American Revolution (1775–83), German auxiliary troops provided a vital
element of the British war effort. Some 30,000 German troops served in North America,
continuing a long-established relationship between Britain and various German
principalities. These troops were widely referred to as mercenaries, implying that they
sold their services individually, but they were in fact regular troops hired as a body by
the British. Initially feared by the American population, the German troops came to be
highly respected by their opponents. Their role in the fighting would inform the tactics
and methods of a generation of German officers who returned to Europe after the war,
many of whom went on to hold senior commands during the French Revolutionary and
Napoleonic wars. The largest body of German troops was from Hessen-Cassel. The
only German contingent to be employed as a unit under its own general officers, they
were clothed and equipped in the style of Frederick the Great's Prussians and were
trained in much the same way. Many had seen active service during the Seven Years'
War (1756–63) and served under career officers; they were well-disciplined and
competent but showed little overt enthusiasm for the British cause. The troops of
Hessen-Cassel would participate in every major campaign of the conflict, with the
specialized skills of the famous Jäger being particularly in demand. Fully illustrated, this
lively study examines the organization, appearance, weapons, and equipment of the
Hessen-Cassel troops who fought for King George in the American Revolution.
In October 1935 Mussolini ordered the invasion of Ethiopia from Italian-held Eritrea and
Somaliland, thinking that he would easily crush an ill-prepared and badly equipped enemy. The
Italians, in the face of widespread condemnation from the League of Nations, spread terror and
destruction through their indiscriminate use of air power and poison gas against an enemy
more used to medieval methods of warfare. David Nicolle examines in detail the units,
equipment and uniforms of the forces on both sides of this conflict that unrealistically bolstered
Il Duce's colonial ambitions. A great read ably supported by Raffaele Ruggeri's detailed fullpage colour plates.
At the time of the Second Empire, under Napoleon III, the French army, elevated from tactful
obscurity, was re-modelled on Napoleonic lines. This army first fought in the Crimea, and then
against Austria. Later, In Mexico, they had a disastrous adventure while in Europe Prussia was
fast emerging as a challenge to France's military pre-eminence. Together with Austria,
Bismarck first crushed Denmark before turning on Austria herself. The victory at Sadowa in
1866 stunned Europe, and in Paris Napoleon and his advisers set to thinking of a way to
counter this new threat. In this first of two volumes looking at the French Army of the FrancoPrussian War, Stephen Shann and Louis Delperier examine the history, organisation and
weapons of the French Imperial troops.
This title explores and illustrates the armies of France, and six countries allied against Louis
XIV, in a wide-ranging Continental conflict that ushered in more than a century of European
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warfare. Formed in 1689, the 'Grand Alliance' or League of Augsburg was a military coalition of
the Holy Roman Empire, the Dutch Republic, Britain, Spain and the Duchy of Savoy, to resist
Louis XIV's rich, powerful and expansionist France. The first stage of the nine year conflict that
followed also coincided with the so-called 'Glorious Revolution' in Britain (1688–91), when the
throne passed to the Dutch Protestant leader, William of Orange, the head of a multi-national
Dutch, Danish and English army, which finally expelled James II's Jacobite and French forces
from Ireland. The long war on the continent was notable for the first widespread use of
regimental uniforms and flintlock muskets with bayonets, plus the sophisticated use of siege
warfare under the great French engineer, Vauban. The final Treaties of Ryswyck (1697)
brought the war to an end and marked Louis XIV's political zenith, and also the ascendancy of
both the Dutch and British as first-rate global powers. This fully illustrated title explores the
armies which fought the War of the Grand Alliance, examining their strength, organization,
uniforms and weapons, and explaining their campaigns and major battles.
‘Panzersoldaten!’ is a history of the Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale (MVSN),
commonly referred to as the Blackshirts due to their wartime attire. They were an antiCommunist paramilitary organisation that fought for Mussolini while Italy was under fascist rule;
following the Duce’s removal from power, the organisation was quickly swept up by the Italian
Army, and forced to swear allegiance to the king. Some, however, defected and continued to
fight for the Axis alliance as volunteer units in the German Army. This volume covers the
history of the Blackshirt Division during the campaign on the Eastern Front, focusing on its
relations with the Italian Army, the history of the MVSN, its advance into Ukraine, and the First
and Second Battles of the Don River. Morisi, using almost exclusively contemporary resources
and battalion war diaries, as well memoirs from senior officers of the division, has created a
definitive analysis of the Blackshirts.
Driven by the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the insecurities it provoked in Saddam Hussein's
Iraqi dictatorship, the Iran–Iraq War would become the largest conventional conflict of the
period. Curiously little-known considering its scale and longevity, the struggle between Iran and
Iraq was primarily fought along the 1,458km border in a series of battles which, despite both
sides being armed with modern small arms, armour and aircraft, often degenerated into
attritional struggles reminiscent of World War I. Such a comparison was underlined by frequent
periods of deadlock, the extensive use of trenches by both sides, and the deployment of
chemical weapons by Iraq. Fully illustrated with specially commissioned artwork, this study
investigates the organization, appearance and equipment of the ground forces of both sides in
the Iran–Iraq War, including Iraq's Republican Guards and Iran's Pasdaran or Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps. The war resulted in stalemate with some half a million dead and at
least as many wounded. The financial costs incurred in waging such a long and debilitating war
were one of the spurs that led Saddam Hussein to invade Kuwait barely two years later, setting
in motion one of the defining currents of recent Middle-Eastern history.
In 1795 the Russian army was as vast as the territory from which it was drawn. The College of
War calculated that the regular army amounted to 541,741 men, plus 46,601 enrolled
cossacks, and at least a further 100,000 irregular cavalry which could be mobilised in time of
war. Inspired by the icons paraded by their priests before battle, the Russian infantry were
capable of astonishing feats and total, blind obedience to orders. Philip Haythornwaite
examines the organisation and uniforms of the remarkable Russian infantry troops who fought
in the Napoleonic Wars.
The restoration of the Meiji Imperial dynasty in 1868, after 250 years of the Tokugawa
Shogunate, decisively opened Japan to the outside world and the monarchy embraced
modernization, including the creation of a new Westernized army. However, this modernization
process was resisted by the traditional Samurai feudal nobility, leading to a series of battles.
The first clash between the two cultures came swiftly. During the Boshin War of 1868–69, a
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French military adviser, Jules Brunet, changed sides to join the insurgents. They won several
engagements before the final crushing of the rebel Ezo Republic. After this point, the Imperial
Army continued to modernize along French lines, and social changes began to impoverish
Samurai noblemen, who lost their social and political role and their associated privileges.
During 1876, the powerful Satsuma Domain, around Kagoshima in south-west Kyushu,
became a focus for discontent. Its leader Saigo Takamori effectively ignored the central
government, and in January 1877, increasing unrest broke out into open rebellion. The
Imperial forces were now much stronger, and the Navy could land troops and bombard
Kagoshima. The bitter Satsuma siege and attempted capture of Kumamoto Castle finally failed
in April, and the Samurai made a last stand at Shiroyama on 24 September, choosing to go
down fighting. This marked the final defeat and displacement of the Samurai class. This fully
illustrated title explores the fall of the Samurai in detail, examining the arms, tactics, key figures
of both sides, and charting the increasing Westernization of the Imperial forces.
The Czech Legion was not just a single military unit, but a volunteer army that fielded up to
100,000 troops on the Allied side on all three main fronts of the war. Since only the defeat of
Austro-Hungary and Germany offered any hope for Czech national independence, they were
amongst the most motivated and steadfast of the Allied forces. After the Bolshevik Revolution,
they fought their way across Russia, captured the Russian national gold reserves and used
this as a bargaining chip to force the Bolsheviks to allow them to return home. Today the
Legion is recognised as the founding fathers of Czech nationhood. This very colourful force of
World War I has never before been detailed in English and is illustrated with an astonishing
array of never-before-published photographs.
While hedge funds have been part and parcel of the global asset management landscape for
well over fifty years, it is only relatively recently that they came to prominence as one of the
fastest growing and most vigorous sub-sectors of the financial services industry. Despite their
growing significance for global and European financial markets, hedge funds continue enjoying
a sui generis regulatory status. The ongoing credit crisis and its lessons for the wisdom of
unregulated or loosely regulated pockets of financial activity raise, with renewed urgency, the
issue of deciding how long for the relative regulatory immunity of hedge funds is to be tolerated
in the name of financial innovation. This well-thought-out book, the first of its kind in this
particular field, examines the case for the European onshore hedge fund industry’s regulation,
making concrete proposals for its normative future. Following a detailed account of the
‘established’ regulatory systems in Ireland and Luxembourg, as well as of the ‘emerging’
hedge fund jurisdictions in Italy, France, Spain and Germany, and of the regulatory treatment
of hedge funds in the UK, this book examines to what extent the continuing exclusion of hedge
funds from harmonized European regulation is defensible, whether their differences to
traditional asset management products justify their distinct regulatory treatment and, ultimately,
if their EU-wide regulation is possible and, if so, what form this should take. This book offers
enormously valuable insights into all facets of the subject of the regulation of hedge funds,
including: the legitimacy of the public policy interest in their activities; the conceptual
underpinnings and systemic stability emphasis of a realistic hedge fund regulatory scheme; the
main parameters of a workable onshore hedge fund regulatory framework; the role of investor
protection and market integrity as part of a holistic hedge fund regulatory scheme; the possible
use of the UCITS framework as a foundation for the EU-wide regulation of hedge funds; the
MiFID’s impact on the regulatory future of the European hedge fund industry; existing crossjurisdictional differences and similarities in the normative treatment of hedge funds within the
EU; hitherto initiatives and recommendations of the Community institutions and bodies; and the
need for more efficient co-operation and information-sharing arrangements amongst national
supervisors for the monitoring of the cross-border risks inherent in the activities of hedge
funds. As the first ever comprehensive account of the profile, main features and normative
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future of the contemporary global and European hedge fund markets – including a systematic
inquiry into the conceptual underpinnings of hedge fund regulation and a detailed examination
of the European hedge fund industry’s treatment under Community and domestic law – this
book represents a major contribution to the literature on hedge funds and their regulation
which, through its concrete proposals for the onshore industry’s regulation and its clear
analysis of the conditions necessary for their implementation, should be of extraordinary value
to policymakers, supervisors and academics alike.
The dilemma of the young Italian kingdom and the experience of her army in the Great War
were unique among the combatant nations. Late to enter the war against the Central Powers,
she faced a massively defended Austro-Hungarian front in the north, including strong mountain
features, as well as distractions in the Balkans and a simultaneous rebellion in her Libyan
colony. Costly and repeated battles on the Isonzo front culminated in the disaster of Caporetto
in October 1917, followed by a remarkable revival and eventual victory in 1918. This concise
study describes and illustrates the Italian Army's campaigns, organisation, uniforms, weapons
and equipment – including the famous 'death companies' and Arditi assault troops.
There can be no region in Europe whose history has been more tortured than Ukraine. During
the 20th century Austria, Poland, Russia, Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Romania
vied for power over parts of this vast and fragmented area; and its divided peoples rose time
and again in vain attempts to win their independence. For the first time in the West, this book
gives a succinct summary of all the different armed forces raised among the Ukrainians, and of
their uniforms and insignia. These are illustrated in colour and in a selection of extremely rare
photographs, dating from the Great War to the aftermath of World War II, when Ukrainian
guerrillas continued to defy the Soviet authorities until the mid-1950s.
The history of Poland is a fascinating story of a people struggling to achieve nationhood in the
face of internal and external conflict. Poland became a unified Christian state in AD 966 and by
the 12th century a knightly class had emerged a force that was integral to the defence of
Poland against increasingly frequent foreign invasions. Intent on crushing rival Christian states,
the Templars, Hospitallers and Teutonic Knights all mounted attacks but were beaten back by
the Poles, as were invading Mongols and Turks. This book reveals the organisation, equipment
and battle histories of the medieval Polish armies as they developed and modernised to
emerge as one of the dominant powers of Eastern Europe.
In 1917 Poland was recognised as a state by Russia, but the Bolshevik coup threatened this.
The Polish leader Marshal Pilsudski hurried to build an army around Polish World War I
veterans, and in 1918 war broke out for Poland's independence, involving the the Poles, the
Red and White Russian armies, at least two different Ukrainian forces, and Allied intervention
troops. The armies that fought these campaigns were extraordinarily varied in their uniforms
and insignia, equipment and weapons, and when peace was signed in 1921, Poland had
achieved recognised nationhood for the first time since 1794. Featuring specially
commissioned full-colour artwork, this engaging study explains and illustrates the armies that
fought in the epic struggle for the rebirth of the independent Polish nation, in the bitter
aftermath of World War I.
The Great Northern War was a long series of campaigns in which Russia, linked with several
other countries in temporary alliances, confronted and eventually replaced Sweden as the
predominant power in Northern Europe. While contemporary with the Duke of Marlborough's
pivotal campaigns against France, the Great Northern War was in fact more decisive, since it
reshaped the Northern European power balance up to the eve of the Napoleonic Wars. It
began with a series of astonishing Swedish victories lead by King Charles XII, from Denmark
to Poland and deep into Germany. But Peter the Great of Russia showed steadfast
determination, and Charles overreached himself when he invaded Russia in 1708; the
Russians adopted classic 'scorched earth' tactics until they could destroy the Swedish army at
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Poltava in 1709, one of the most overwhelming victories in history. Nevertheless, Sweden
continued to fight, and frequently win, in Germany, Denmark and Norway, until Charles's death
in battle in 1718, though the war itself did not conclude until 1721. This study explores, in
detail, the numerous armies and complex alliances engaged in the war for Northern European
dominance. Containing accurate full-colour artwork and unrivalled detail, Armies of the Great
Northern War offers a vivid insight into the troops which battled for control of the North.
The author of The End of the British Empire traces the rise and fall of large-scale empires in
the centuries after the death of the emperor Tamerlane in 1405, in an account that challenges
conventional beliefs about the rise of the western world and contends that European
ascendancy may be a transitory event.
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