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In interpreting contemporary Asian American poetry, it is important to understand the cultural hybridity of Asian America
identity, located at the interstices of the fixed identifications 'American', 'Asian American', and 'Asian'. This rootedness in
more than one culture exposes the inapplicability of binary concepts (foreigner/national, etc.). Hybridity, opposing
essentialism and 'the original', favors multivocality and ambivalence. The exploration of Asian American cultural hybridity
is linked both to material realities and poetic manifestations.Asian American hybrid subjectivity is explored through indepth interpretations of works from well-established contemporary poets such as Kimiko Hahn, Marilyn Chin, Li-Young
Lee, and Arthur Sze, as well as that of many new talents and hitherto neglected writers.This study examines how
language and power interrelate, with translation and linguistic fusion being two approaches adopted by hybrid authors in
their creation of alternative discourse. Culturally hybrid subjectivity is independent of and at the same time interconnected
with more than one culture, thus enabling innovative political and identitarian positions to be articulated. Also examined
are such traditional poetic forms as the zuihitsu, the sonnet, and the ghazal, which continue to be used, though in
modernized and often subversive guise. The formal liminal space is revealed as a source of newness and invention
deconstructing eurocentric hierarchy and national myth in American society and expanding or undercutting binary
constructs of racial, national, and ethnic identities.A further question pursued is whether there are particular aesthetic
modes and concepts that unite contemporary Asian American poetry when the allegiances of the practitioners are so
disparate (ultimate geocultural provenience, poetic schools, regions in the USA, generations, sexual orientation, etc.).
Wide-ranging interviews with Kimiko Hahn and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni on identity and roots, language and power,
feminism, and the American poetry scene provide illuminating personal yet representative answers to this and other
questions.
Asian Americans have made many significant contributions to industry, science, politics, and the arts. At the same time,
they have made great sacrifices and endured enormous hardships. This reference examines autobiographies and
memoirs written by Asian Americans in the 20th century. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on 60 major
autobiographers of Asian descent. Each entry provides biographical information, a discussion of major autobiographical
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works and themes, a review of the writer's critical reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The volume
begins with an introductory overview of Asian American autobiography and closes with a selected, general bibliography
of critical studies.
In the late 19th century, Asian American drama made its debut with the spotlight firmly on the lives and struggles of
Asians in North America, rather than on the cultures and traditions of the Asian homeland. Today, Asian American
playwrights continue to challenge the limitations of established theatrical conventions and direct popular attention toward
issues and experiences that might otherwise be ignored or marginalized. This reference highlights the careers and works
of 52 American playwrights of origins from India, Pakistan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Japan, Korea, and China. Entries
are arranged alphabetically and are written by expert contributors. Each entry includes a brief biography, a discussion of
major works and themes, a summary of the dramatist's critical reception, and a bibliography of primary and secondary
sources. The volume closes with a selected, general bibliography, which includes anthologies, critical works, and
periodicals.
The years between 1850 and 1930 witnessed the first large-scale migration of peoples from East Asia and South Asia to
North America and the emergence of the US as an imperial power in the Pacific. This period also produced the first
instances of Asian North American writing, theater, and film. This exciting collection examines how the many literary and
cultural works from this period approached questions of migration, exclusion, and identity. Covering an extensive ranges
of topics including anticolonialist writing, the erotics of queer modernist poetry, interracial desire, and the racial gaze in
silent film, the book shows the diverse and multi-ethnic nature of literary and cultural production at a crucial period in
modern formations of race as well as literary and cultural aesthetics.
This critical study of Asian American literature discusses work by internationally successful writers such as Maxine Hong
Kingston, Chang-rae Lee, Bharati Mukherjee, Amy Tan and others in their historical, cultural and critical contexts. The
focus of the book is on contemporary writing, from the 1970s onwards, although it also traces over a hundred years of
Asian American literary production in prose, poetry, drama and criticism. The main body of the book comprises five
periodized chapters that highlight important events in a nation-state that has historically rendered Asian Americans
invisible. Of particular importance to the writers selected for case studies are questions of racial identity, cultural history
and literary value with respect to dominant American ideologies.
"A Floating Chinaman is, in the broadest sense, a book about who gets to speak for China. The title is taken from a lost
manuscript by H.T. Tsiang, an eccentric Chinese immigrant writer who self-published a series of visionary novels in the
1930s, a time when China was recast as a rich, unexplored mystery to the American public. At this time the United States
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"rediscovered" China, and the book traces its causes and cues in a variety of sites: the comfortable, middlebrow literature
of Pearl Buck, Alice Tisdale Hobart and Lin Yutang; the journalism of Carl Crow and Henry Luce; exuberant reports from
oil executives proclaiming a new era in global trade. On the margins--in Chinatowns, on college campuses, in the failed
avant-gardism of Tsiang--a different conversation about the possibilities of a transpacific future was taking place. The
book is about the circulation of ideas about China; but it is also a book about writers, rivalries, and the acquisition of
authority. It is about the creation and refinement of those ideas, as well as the spirit of competition that underlies all
critical endeavors. These were decades when China represented a new area of inquiry, and the stakes for writers to flex
their expertise were at once intellectual, professional, and deeply personal. The author considers a range of texts--from
best-sellers to self-published paperbacks, travel literature to corporate newsletters, FBI surveillance files to flowery letters
from an Ellis Island detention center--and considers the competing notions of a transpacific future that animated the
literary imagination as well as some satisfying moments of revenge."--Provided by publisher.
In the aftermath of World War II, the United States emerged as the dominant imperial power, and in US popular memory,
the Second World War is remembered more vividly than the American Revolution. American Literature in Transition,
1940–1950 provides crucial contexts for interpreting the literature of this period. Essays from scholars in literature,
history, art history, ethnic studies, and American studies show how writers intervened in the global struggles of the
decade: the Second World War, the Cold War, and emerging movements over racial justice, gender and sexuality, labor,
and de-colonization. One recurrent motif is the centrality of the political impulse in art and culture. Artists and writers
participated widely in left and liberal social movements that fundamentally transformed the terms of social life in the
twentieth century, not by advocating specific legislation, but by changing underlying cultural values. This book addresses
all the political impulses fueling art and literature at the time, as well as the development of new forms and media, from
modernism and noir to radio and the paperback.
Shape Shifters presents a wide-ranging array of essays that examine peoples of mixed racial identity. Moving beyond the static
"either/or" categories of racial identification found within typical insular conversations about mixed-race peoples, Shape Shifters
explores these mixed-race identities as fluid, ambiguous, contingent, multiple, and malleable. This volume expands our
understandings of how individuals and ethnic groups identify themselves within their own sociohistorical contexts. The essays in
Shape Shifters explore different historical eras and reach across the globe, from the Roman and Chinese borderlands of classical
antiquity to medieval Eurasian shape shifters, the Native peoples of the missions of Spanish California, and racial shape shifting
among African Americans in the post-civil rights era. At different times in their lives or over generations in their families, racial
shape shifters have moved from one social context to another. And as new social contexts were imposed on them, identities have
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even changed from one group to another. This is not racial, ethnic, or religious imposture. It is simply the way that people's lives
unfold in fluid sociohistorical circumstances. With contributions by Ryan Abrecht, George J. Sánchez, Laura Moore, and Margaret
Hunter, among others, Shape Shifters explores the forces of migration, borderlands, trade, warfare, occupation, colonial
imposition, and the creation and dissolution of states and empires to highlight the historically contingent basis of identification
among mixed-race peoples across time and space.
Asian American literature dates back to the close of the 19th century, and during the years following World War II it significantly
expanded in volume and diversity. Monumental in scope, this encyclopedia surveys Asian American literature from its origins
through 2007. Included are more than 270 alphabetically arranged entries on writers, major works, significant historical events,
and important terms and concepts. Thus the encyclopedia gives special attention to the historical, social, cultural, and legal
contexts surrounding Asian American literature and central to the Asian American experience. Each entry is written by an expert
contributor and cites works for further reading, and the encyclopedia closes with a selected, general bibliography of essential print
and electronic resources. While literature students will value this encyclopedia as a guide to writings by Asian Americans, the
encyclopedia also supports the social studies curriculum by helping students use literature to learn about Asian American history
and culture, as it pertains to writers from a host of Asian ethnic and cultural backgrounds, including Afghans, Chinese, Japanese,
Koreans, Filipinos, Iranians, Indians, Vietnamese, Hawaiians, and other Asian Pacific Islanders. The encyclopedia supports the
literature curriculum by helping students learn more about Asian American literature. In addition, it supports the social studies
curriculum by helping students learn about the Asian American historical and cultural experience.
Korean and Korean American Life Writing in Hawai'i looks at self-representing genres such as lyric poems, oral history,
autobiography, and memoirs written by Korean and Korean Americans from the early twentieth century to the present in order to
explore how these people have shaped their individual or collective identities. This study has three main areas of emphasis:
Hawai’i, Korean language and culture, and life writing, and with these three areas, this book explores the continuities and
discontinuities of diasporic identity formation.
The ethnically diverse scope, broad chronological coverage, and mix of biographical, critical, historical, political, and cultural
entries make this the most useful and exciting poetry reference of its kind for students today. • Covers American poetry from the
Colonial era to the present in roughly 300 alphabetically arranged entries • Features key contemporary poets, including those
appearing in current journals • Brings together approximately 80 contributors who are among the most widely known scholars in
the field • Supports Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Social Studies by helping students gain a
greater understanding of language
Looks a the life and works of forty-nine Asian American short story writers.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER •
ONE OF TIME’S 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE • A ruthlessly honest, emotionally charged, and utterly original exploration of
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Asian American consciousness “Brilliant . . . To read this book is to become more human.”—Claudia Rankine, author of Citizen In
development as a television series starring and adapted by Greta Lee • One of Time’s 10 Best Nonfiction Books of the Year •
Named One of the Best Books of the Year by The New York Times, The Washington Post, NPR, New Statesman, BuzzFeed,
Esquire, The New York Public Library, and Book Riot Poet and essayist Cathy Park Hong fearlessly and provocatively blends
memoir, cultural criticism, and history to expose fresh truths about racialized consciousness in America. Part memoir and part
cultural criticism, this collection is vulnerable, humorous, and provocative—and its relentless and riveting pursuit of vital questions
around family and friendship, art and politics, identity and individuality, will change the way you think about our world. Binding
these essays together is Hong’s theory of “minor feelings.” As the daughter of Korean immigrants, Cathy Park Hong grew up
steeped in shame, suspicion, and melancholy. She would later understand that these “minor feelings” occur when American
optimism contradicts your own reality—when you believe the lies you’re told about your own racial identity. Minor feelings are not
small, they’re dissonant—and in their tension Hong finds the key to the questions that haunt her. With sly humor and a poet’s
searching mind, Hong uses her own story as a portal into a deeper examination of racial consciousness in America today. This
intimate and devastating book traces her relationship to the English language, to shame and depression, to poetry and female
friendship. A radically honest work of art, Minor Feelings forms a portrait of one Asian American psyche—and of a writer’s search
to both uncover and speak the truth. Praise for Minor Feelings “Hong begins her new book of essays with a bang. . . .The essays
wander a variegated terrain of memoir, criticism and polemic, oscillating between smooth proclamations of certainty and twitches
of self-doubt. . . . Minor Feelings is studded with moments [of] candor and dark humor shot through with glittering selfawareness.”—The New York Times “Hong uses her own experiences as a jumping off point to examine race and emotion in the
United States.”—Newsweek “Powerful . . . [Hong] brings together memoiristic personal essay and reflection, historical accounts
and modern reporting, and other works of art and writing, in order to amplify a multitude of voices and capture Asian America as a
collection of contradictions. She does so with sharp wit and radical transparency.”—Salon
A History of Indian Poetry in English explores the genealogy of Anglophone verse in India from its nineteenth-century origins to the
present day. Beginning with an extensive introduction that charts important theoretical contributions to the field, this History
includes extensive essays that illuminate the legacy of English in Indian poetry. Organized thematically, these essays survey the
multilayered verse of such diverse poets as Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, Rabindranath Tagore, Nissim Ezekiel, Dom Moraes,
Kamala Das, and Melanie Silgardo. Written by a host of leading scholars, this History also devotes special attention to the lasting
significance of imperialism and diaspora in Indian poetry. This book is of pivotal importance to the development of Indian poetry in
English and will serve as an invaluable reference for specialists and students alike.
Alphabetically arranged entries explore the lives and works of seventy-five contemporary poets representing a dozen different
ethnic backgrounds.
Winner of the 2016 Whiting Award One of Publishers Weekly's "Most Anticipated Books of Spring 2016" One of Lit Hub's "10 mustPage 5/9
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read poetry collections for April" “Reading Vuong is like watching a fish move: he manages the varied currents of English with
muscled intuition. His poems are by turns graceful and wonderstruck. His lines are both long and short, his pose narrative and
lyric, his diction formal and insouciant. From the outside, Vuong has fashioned a poetry of inclusion.”—The New Yorker "Night Sky
with Exit Wounds establishes Vuong as a fierce new talent to be reckoned with...This book is a masterpiece that captures, with
elegance, the raw sorrows and joys of human existence."—Buzzfeed's "Most Exciting New Books of 2016" "This original, sprightly
wordsmith of tumbling pulsing phrases pushes poetry to a new level...A stunning introduction to a young poet who writes with both
assurance and vulnerability. Visceral, tender and lyrical, fleet and agile, these poems unflinchingly face the legacies of violence
and cultural displacement but they also assume a position of wonder before the world.”—2016 Whiting Award citation "Night Sky
with Exit Wounds is the kind of book that soon becomes worn with love. You will want to crease every page to come back to it, to
underline every other line because each word resonates with power."—LitHub "Vuong’s powerful voice explores passion, violence,
history, identity—all with a tremendous humanity."—Slate “In his impressive debut collection, Vuong, a 2014 Ruth Lilly fellow, writes
beauty into—and culls from—individual, familial, and historical traumas. Vuong exists as both observer and observed throughout the
book as he explores deeply personal themes such as poverty, depression, queer sexuality, domestic abuse, and the various forms
of violence inflicted on his family during the Vietnam War. Poems float and strike in equal measure as the poet strives to transform
pain into clarity. Managing this balance becomes the crux of the collection, as when he writes, ‘Your father is only your father/ until
one of you forgets. Like how the spine/ won’t remember its wings/ no matter how many times our knees/ kiss the
pavement.’”—Publishers Weekly "What a treasure [Ocean Vuong] is to us. What a perfume he's crushed and rendered of his heart
and soul. What a gift this book is."—Li-Young Lee Torso of Air Suppose you do change your life. & the body is more than a portion
of night—sealed with bruises. Suppose you woke & found your shadow replaced by a black wolf. The boy, beautiful & gone. So you
take the knife to the wall instead. You carve & carve until a coin of light appears & you get to look in, at last, on happiness. The
eye staring back from the other side— waiting. Born in Saigon, Vietnam, Ocean Vuong attended Brooklyn College. He is the author
of two chapbooks as well as a full-length collection, Night Sky with Exit Wounds. A 2014 Ruth Lilly Fellow and winner of the 2016
Whiting Award, Ocean Vuong lives in New York City, New York.
Title page verso indicates hardcover edition, but this ISBN is for the paperback printing.
The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since 1945
"A Study Guide for Nellie Wong's ""Mama, Come Back"", excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs."
Presents a reference on Asian-American literature providing profiles of Asian-American writers and their works.
The Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater covers the history of Asian American literature and theater
through a chronology, an introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced
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entries on authors, books, and genres. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
know more about this important topic.
Presenting a new way of reading that helps us discern some previously unnoticed or unnoticeable features of Asian diaspora
poetry, this volume highlights how poetry plays a significant role in mediating and defining cross-cultural and transnational
positions. Asian diaspora poetry in North America is a rich body of poetic works that not only provide valuable material for us to
understand the lives and experiences of Asian diasporas, but also present us with an opportunity to examine some of the most
important issues in current literary and cultural studies. As a mode of writing across cultural and national borders, these poetic
works challenge us to reconsider the assumptions and meanings of identity, nation, home, and place in a broad cross-cultural
context. In recent postcolonial studies, diaspora has been conceived not only as a process of migration in which people crossed
and traversed the borders of different countries, but also as a double relationship between different cultural origins. With all its
complexity and ambiguity associated with the experience of multi-cultural mediation, diaspora, as both a process and a
relationship, suggests an act of constant repositioning in confluent streams that accommodate to multiple cultural traditions. By
examining how Asian diaspora poets maintain and represent their cultural differences in North America, Zhang is able to seek new
perspectives for understanding and analyzing the intrinsic values of Asian cultures that survive and develop persistently in North
American societies.
Literary Research and the American Realism and Naturalism Period: Strategies and Sources will help those interested in
researching this era. Authors Linda L. Stein and Peter J. Lehu emphasize research methodology and outline the best practices for
the research process, paying attention to the unique challenges inherent in conducting studies of national literature.

Surveys the lives and works of roughly 75 Irish women writers active in a range of genres and periods.
As a distinct area of literary study, Asian American literature now enjoys a level of critical recognition that was
unimaginable when academic interest in the field began modestly some 25 years ago. Part of this recognition stems from
the increasing contributions of Asian American novelists, whose works continue to capture growing levels of popular
attention. This reference book provides alphabetically arranged entries for 70 Asian American novelists. Each entry is
written by an expert contributor and provides a short biography, a discussion of major works and themes, an overview of
the novelist's critical reception, and a bibliography of primary and secondary sources. In addition, the volume concludes
with a selected, general bibliography.
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???
A comprehensive reference to Asian American history reveals the key events and personalities while also exploring the
historical debates that rage around their interpretation.
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The 2016 winner of the Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets, selected by Carolyn Forché When I
make the crossing, you must not be taken no matter what the current gives. When we reach the camp, there will be
thousands like us. If I make it onto the plane, you must follow me to the roads and waiting pastures of America. We will
not ride the water today on the shoulders of buffalo as we used to many years ago, nor will we forage for the sweetest
mangoes. I am refugee. You are too. Cry, but do not weep. —from “Transmigration” Afterland is a powerful, essential
collection of poetry that recounts with devastating detail the Hmong exodus from Laos and the fate of thousands of
refugees seeking asylum. Mai Der Vang is telling the story of her own family, and by doing so, she also provides an
essential history of the Hmong culture’s ongoing resilience in exile. Many of these poems are written in the voices of
those fleeing unbearable violence after U.S. forces recruited Hmong fighters in Laos in the Secret War against
communism, only to abandon them after that war went awry. That history is little known or understood, but the three
hundred thousand Hmong now living in the United States are living proof of its aftermath. With poems of extraordinary
force and grace, Afterland holds an original place in American poetry and lands with a sense of humanity saved, of
outrage, of a deep tradition broken by war and ocean but still intact, remembered, and lived.
Even though Asian American literature is enjoying an impressive critical popularity, its poetry has been a neglected area
of study. This reference helps remedy that situation by providing extended entries on 48 American poets of Asian
descent. The entries are arranged alphabetically and each is written by an authority in the field. Each includes a brief
biography, a discussion of major works and themes, a review of the poet's critical reception, and a bibliography of
primary and secondary works. The volume concludes with a selected, general bibliography. As an overview of Asian
American poetry, this volume synthesizes current research and points to the urgent need for additional scholarship.
Firsthand sources are brought together to illuminate the diversity of American history in a unique way—by sharing the
perspectives of people of color who participated in landmark events. • Highlights the history and experience of people of
color in the United States through 450 important documents and firsthand accounts • Introduces readers to multiple
viewpoints about landmark events • Provides a unique and helpful "Guide to Why and How to Use Primary Documents"
Presents critical perspectives on the works of Asian-American writers, including Gish Jen, Cheng-rae Lee, and Maxine
Hong Kingston.
Recognizing that one-third of the world's Christians practice their faith outside Europe and North America, the fourteen essays in
Mother Tongue Theologies explore how international fiction depicts Christianity's dramatic movement South and East of Jerusalem
as well as North and West. Structured by geographical region, this collection captures the many ways in which people around the
globe receive Christianity. It also celebrates postcolonial literature's diversity. And it highlights non-Western authors' biblical
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literacy, addressing how and why locally rooted Christians invoke Scripture in their pursuit of personal as well as social
transformation. Featured authors include Fyodor Dostoevsky, Constantine Cavafy, Scott Cairns, Chinua Achebe, Madam Afua
Kuma, Earl Lovelace, V. S. Reid, Ernesto Cardenal, Helena Parente Cunha, Arundhati Roy, Mary Martha Sherwood, Marguerite
Butler, R. M. Ballantyne, Rudyard Kipling, Nora Okja Keller, Amy Tan, Albert Wendt, and Louise Erdrich. Individual essayists
rightly come to different conclusions about Christianity's global character. Some connect missionary work with colonialism as well
as cultural imperialism, for example, and yet others accentuate how indigenous cultures amalgamate with Christianity's
foreignness to produce mesmerizing, multiple identities. Differences notwithstanding, Mother Tongue Theologies delves into the
moral and spiritual issues that arise out of the cut and thrust of native responses to Western Christian presence and pressure.
Ultimately, this anthology suggests the reward of listening for and to such responses, particularly in literary art, will be a wider and
deeper discernment of the merits and demerits of post-Western Christianity, especially for Christians living in the so-called postChristian West.
Compiles information about English-language literature from around the world, discussing authors, works of literature,
recommended reading, censorship, literary characters, and a chronology of world literature.
Characterized by its move away from Romanticism and toward mundane, every day subjects, as well as incorporating such ideas
as metanarrative, stream of consciousness, and disjointed timelines, the American Modernist Era was at its heyday during the
years 1914-1949. It produced such great authors as Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, and F. Scott Fitzgerald, and memorable
works like As I Lay Dying and The Great Gatsby. Literary Research and the American Modernist Era offers the scholar and
researcher a clear introduction to the best contemporary library resources and practices for researching American modernist
writing. Graduate students, advanced undergraduates, researchers, and scholars specializing in American modernist writing will
improve their information skills and fluency, whether in the real or the virtual library. Even those lacking access to some of the
resources described here can profit from this overview of literary research because it will help them frame questions, indicate
where to go for answers, and demonstrate useful connections between many of the secondary scholarly sources. This guide offers
a coherent account of how contemporary research skills and resources can complement one another in helping the scholar
effectively deal with typical challenges they encounter in their work
A modern poetry anthology that includes the work of a second generation of Asian American poets who are taking the best of the
prior generation, but also breaking conventional patterns.
Focusing on new reference sources published since 2008 and reference titles that have retained their relevance, this new edition
brings O’Gorman’s complete and authoritative guide to the best reference sources for small and medium-sized academic and
public libraries fully up to date.
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