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Early modern Japan was a military-bureaucratic state governed by patriarchal
and patrilineal principles and laws. During this time, however, women had
considerable power to directly affect social structure, political practice, and
economic production. This apparent contradiction between official norms and
experienced realities lies at the heart of The Problem of Women in Early Modern
Japan. Examining prescriptive literature and instructional manuals for women—as
well as diaries, memoirs, and letters written by and about individual women from
the late seventeenth century to the early nineteenth century—Marcia Yonemoto
explores the dynamic nature of Japanese women’s lives during the early modern
era.
From fiddle tunes to folk ballads, from banjos to blues, traditional music thrives in
the remote mountains and hollers of West Virginia. For a quarter century,
Goldenseal magazine has given its readers intimate access to the lives and
music of folk artists from across this pivotal state. Now the best of Goldenseal is
gathered for the first time in this richly illustrated volume. Some of the country's
finest folklorists take us through the backwoods and into the homes of such
artists as fiddlers Clark Kessinger and U.S. Senator Robert Byrd, recording stars
Lynn Davis and Molly O'Day, dulcimer master Russell Fluharty, National Heritage
Fellowship recipient Melvin Wine, bluesman Nat Reese, and banjoist Sylvia
O'Brien. The most complete survey to date of the vibrant strands of this music
and its colorful practitioners, Mountains of Music delineates a unique culture
where music and music making are part of an ancient and treasured heritage.
The sly humor, strong faith, clear regional identity, and musical convictions of
these performers draw the reader into families and communities bound by music
from one generation to another. For devotees as well as newcomers to this
infectiously joyous and heartfelt music, Mountains of Music captures the strength
of tradition and the spontaneous power of living artistry.
This is the first book to analyse the different applications and uses of the Internet
in Japan. It looks at the development of the Internet in Japan, the online
dynamics of Japanese language use, and Net use by specific subcultures.
This interdisciplinary volume, the first to focus on the collective East Asian
Olympic experience, reveals the Games' important role in the creation of a
modern Asian identity in a world—and a global sporting culture—still dominated by
the West.
Why are there so few Japanese women involved in the political system? In 2019,
Japanese women made up 10% of the national Lower House, 21% of the Upper
House, and 14% of local assemblies. According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
this places Japan 164th out of 193 countries when it comes to women’s
representation in the legislature. The percentage of women in the Lower House
has only increased by fewer than two percentage points since women gained full
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suffrage and the right to stand for election in Japan in 1946. Eto analyses the
various factors that have led to women’s low presence in the Japanese
legislature. She evaluates ways in which it might be possible for Japan to catch
up and, in doing so, examines how Japanese society continues to perpetuate
gender-rigid expectations of people. This text is a valuable study for scholars of
Japanese politics and society, and for readers with an interest in the broader
issue of the representation of women in politics.
Table of contents
This edited volume addresses how transnational interactions among civil society
actors in Asia and its sub-regions are helping to strengthen common democratic
values and transform dominant processes of policymaking and corporate
capitalism in the region. The contributors conceive of transnational civil society
networks as constructive vehicles for both informing and persuading
governments and businesses to adopt, modify, or abandon certain policies or
positions. This volume investigates the role of such networks through a range of
interdisciplinary approaches, bringing together case studies on Asian
transnationalism from South, Southeast, and Northeast Asia across four key
themes: local transformations and connections, diaspora politics, cross-regional
initiatives and networks, and global actors and influences. Chapters demonstrate
how transnational civil society is connecting people in local communities across
Asia, in parallel to ongoing tensions between nation-states and civil society. By
highlighting the grassroots regionalization emerging from ever-intensifying
information exchange between civil society actors across borders – as well as
concrete transnational initiatives uniting actors across Asia – the volume
advances the intellectual mandate of redefining ‘Asia’ as a dynamic and
interconnected formation. Transnational Civil Society in Asia will appeal to
students and scholars of international relations, politics and Asian studies more
broadly.
A substantial book on the social practices and cultural attitudes of people producing, reading,
watching and listening to different kinds of media in Japan, China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Singapore and India.
From its insistence that Japan should favour diplomatic normalization with the Republic of
China over the People’s Republic of China in 1952, through its role, via the Security Treaty, of
keeping the ‘cap in the bottle’ of Japanese militarism, to weighing in on the Diaoyu/Senkaku
islands dispute between China and Japan, the United States has played a pivotal, and at times
controversial, role in the development of China-Japan relations since the end of World War II.
By extension, US influence on China-Taiwan and Taiwan-Japan relations, in addition to its
impact on the efforts of various actors to construct a Northeast Asian regional community,
continues to pose important questions about the nature of the US role in East Asia in the 21st
century. This volume provides a multi-faceted overview of the nature of America’s interaction
in East Asia since the end of the war, and highlights the obstacles to improved bilateral and
regional integration. The contributors offer a range of perspectives from their respective US,
European, and East Asian vantage points, and point to the ongoing and prominent involvement
of the US in the region for the foreseeable future.
This is a pioneering work on "karayuki-san", impoverished Japanese women sent abroad to
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work as prostitutes from the 1860s to the 1920s. The narrative follows the life of one such
prostitute, Osaki, who is persuaded as a child of ten to accept cleaning work in Sandakan,
North Borneo, and then forced to work as a prostitute in a Japanese brothel, one of the many
such brothels that were established throughout Asia in conjunction with the expansion of
Japanese business interests. Yamazaki views Osaki as the embodiment of the suffering
experienced by all Japanese women, who have long been oppressed under the dual yoke of
class and gender. This tale provides the historical and anthropological context for
understanding the sexual exploitation of Asian women before and during the Pacific War and
for the growing flesh trade in Southeast Asia and Japan today. Young women are being
brought to Japan with the same false promises that enticed Osaki to Borneo 80 years ago.
Yamazaki Tomoko, who herself endured many economic and social hardships during and after
the war, has devoted her life to documenting the history of the exchange of women between
Japan and other Asian countries since 1868. She has worked directly with "karayuki-san",
military comfort women, war orphans, repatriates, women sent as picture brides to China and
Manchuria, Asian women who have wed into Japanese farming communities, and Japanese
women married to other Asians in Japan.
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Through a focus on childcare, this offers a comparative regional analysis unique in Englishlanguage sources of changing gender roles in Asia. Taking into consideration the historical and
cultural differences and similarities among the societies in the region, the authors employ
indepth researches of people’s everyday experiences.
Despite witnessing phenomenal economic growth and the spread of democratization in recent
decades, as well as impressive intra-regional exchanges and interactions in the economic and
cultural spheres, the Northeast Asian region still experience wounds from past wrongs that
were committed in times of colonialism, war and dictatorship. Overcoming these historical
animosities has become one of the most pressing issues of the future for the region. Of all the
countries in the Northeast Asia region coping with this historical injustice, the Republic of
Korea stands out as both a victim and an aggressor. Being a nation that has addressed issues
of both internal and external injustice, Korea becomes the focus of this volume. Using
examples of injustice from the colonial and the Second World War period, the Korean civil War,
the current stage of Korean transitional justice and broader regional and global perspectives,
the book concludes with a section on forward-looking approaches for arriving at reconciliation
in the Asian region. This is a significant book that will be of huge interest to anyone studying
East Asian politics, history or society.
Japan seeks economic competitiveness vis-a-vis the West and economic dominance in Asia,
but it mainly competes through cooperative use of economic resources, which facilitates
realization of the goals of partner nations. This book studies Japan's balance between the
United States and East Asia by focusing on the use of economic power - defense spending,
consumption, and investment - to advance Japan's political and strategic as well as economic
interests. It also investigates Japan's direct use of economic resources, namely, aid and
sanctions, and by extension, discusses Japan's relations with the International Monetary Fund,
the World Bank, and the Asian Development Bank.
This book investigates the effects of Japans foreign aid for development, trade and FDI in
ASEAN economies from various perspectives, including: the historical implications of Japans
involvement; agricultural exports; the development patterns of the Southeast Asian economies;
the formation of international production and distribution networks; poverty reduction;
upgrading technology; and industrial agglomeration. The contributors analyse trade, FDI and
foreign aid from the standpoint of policy coherence at the interface between development cooperation and many other policy areas: trade, agriculture, food safety, fisheries, intellectual
property, the environment, international finance, tax policy, migration, and peace and security.
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Exploring sexwork and trafficking in a globalized culture and economy, this book offers
a critique of increasingly stringent policing worldwide following the UN protocol against
trafficking in persons. It highlights the grey area between sex work and trafficking and
draws on the themes of gender, migration and deviance.
Japanese Foreign Policy in Asia and the Pacific aims to provide a broadened
framework for examining Japan's foreign policy making by looking at conversion and
diversion of interests among Japanese and American policy actors. These include
governmental and non-governmental as well as domestic and transnational actors.
Utilizing this theoretical framework, the contributors examine the role of U.S. pressure
and its interaction with Japan's domestic and Japan-based transnational actors'
interests through geographically or thematically focused case studies from Asia and the
Pacific regions.
Presenting the voices of a unique group within contemporary Japanese society—Zainichi
women—this book provides a fresh insight into their experiences of oppression and
marginalization that over time have led to liberation and empowerment. Often viewed
as unimportant and inconsequential, these women’s stories and activism are now
proving to be an integral part of both the Zainichi Korean community and Japanese
society. Featuring in-depth interviews from 1994 to the present, three generations of
Zainichi Korean women—those who migrated from colonial Korea before or during WWII
and the Asia-Pacific War and their Japan-born descendants—share their version of
history, revealing their lives as members of an ethnic minority. Discovering voices within
constricting patriarchal traditions, the women in this book are now able to tell their
history. Ethnography, interviews, and the women’s personal and creative writings offer
an in-depth look into their intergenerational dynamics and provide a new way of
exploring the hidden inner world of migrant women and the different ways displacement
affects subsequent generations. This book goes beyond existing Anglophone and
Japanese literatures, to explore the lives of the Zainichi Korean women. As such, it will
be invaluable to students and scholars of Japanese and Korean history, culture and
society, as well as ethnicity and Women’s Studies.
Since the 1990s, questions of Japanese wartime conduct, apologies for aggression,
and compensation to former victims of the country’s imperial policies, have been
brought to the fore of national and regional politics. The state is undoubtedly the most
important actor in the process of memory production and along with conservative
legislators and the grass-root revisionist movement there has been a consistent trend
towards denying or undermining the existing acknowledgments of responsibility for
Japan’s wartime past. However, to fully comprehend war memory in Japan, due
attention must be paid to competing discourses that demand an alternative view, and
only then can the complexity of Japanese war memory and attitudes towards the
legacies of the Asia-Pacific war be understood. The Politics of War Memory in Japan
examines the involvement of five civil society actors in the struggle over remembering
and addressing the wartime past in Japan today. In studying progressive war memory
activists, it quickly becomes clear that the apologia by conservative politicians cannot
be treated as representative of the opinion of the majority of the Japanese public.
Indeed, this book seeks to remedy the disparity between studies devoted to the official
level of addressing the ‘history issue’ and the grass-root historical revisionist
movement on the one side, and progressive activism on the other. Furthermore, it
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contributes to scholarly debates on the state of civil society in Japan, challenging the
characterisation of Japanese civil society as a depoliticised space by demonstrating a
more contentious side of civil society activism. Drawing important new empirical
research, this book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of Japanese civil
society, Japanese politics, Japanese history and memory in Japan.
This is a Japanese edition/translation of Articulate Silences
This book investigates the role of women and labour activism in Asia, demonstrating
that women have been active in union and non union based campaigns throughout the
region. Although focusing primarily on women, the contributions to this book address
issues that affect all workers. Chapters on China, India, Japan, Korea, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Bangladesh examine the part that female labour
activism has played inside, and outside, formal union movements. Whilst documenting
the peculiar factors characterising individual national contexts, the book emphasises
the similarities in women’s experiences of union and labour activism and the barriers
women labour activists have faced. It considers the relationships between women union
members and activists and male officials and union members, links with other social
movements – particularly the broader women’s movement – and the details of specific
labour campaigns and struggles. In doing so, it provides a full account of the role of
women in union activism in Asia, covering all the major economies of the region, and
successfully challenging the prevailing conception of Asian women workers as passive
and uninterested in industrial issues.
This monograph analyses the historical evolution of the laws of occupation as a special
branch of international humanitarian law (IHL), focusing on the extent to which this body
of law has been transformed by its interaction with the development of international
human rights law. It argues that a large part of the laws of occupation has proved to be
malleable while being able to accommodate changing demands of civilians and any
other persons affected by occupation in modern context. Its examinations have drawn
much on archival research into the drafting documents of the instruments of IHL,
including the aborted Brussels Declaration 1874, the 1899/1907 Hague Regulations,
the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocol I. After assessing the
complementary relationship between international human rights law and the laws of
occupation, the book examines how to provide a coherent explanation for an emerging
framework on the rights of individual persons affected by occupation. It engages in a
theoretical appraisal of the role of customary IHL and the Martens clause in building up
such a normative framework.
The Routledge Handbook of East Asian Gender Studies presents up-to-date theoretical
and conceptual developments in key areas of the field, taking a multi-disciplinary and
comparative approach. Featuring contributions by leading scholars of Gender Studies
to provide a cutting-edge overview of the field, this handbook includes examples from
China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong and covers the following themes:
theorising gender relations; women’s and feminist movements; work, care and
migration; family and intergenerational relationships; cultural representation;
masculinity; and state, militarism and gender. This handbook is essential reading for
scholars and students of Gender and Women’s Studies, as well as East Asian
societies, social policy and culture.
Radhabinod Pal was an Indian jurist who achieved international fame as the judge
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representing India at the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal and dissented from the majority
opinion, holding that all Japanese “Class A” war criminals were not guilty of any of the
charges brought against them. In postwar Japanese politics, right-wing polemicists
have repeatedly utilized his dissenting judgment in their political propaganda aimed at
refuting the Tokyo trial’s majority judgment and justifying Japan’s aggression,
gradually elevating this controversial lawyer from India to a national symbol of historical
revisionism. Many questions have been raised about how to appropriately assess Pal’s
dissenting judgment and Pal himself. Were the arguments in Pal’s judgment sound?
Why did he submit such a bold dissenting opinion? What was the political context?
More fundamentally, why and how did the Allies ever nominate such a lawyer as a
judge for a tribunal of such great political importance? How should his dissent be
situated within the context of modern Asian history and the development of international
criminal justice? What social and political circumstances in Japan thrust him into such a
prominent position? Many of these questions remain unanswered, while some have
been misinterpreted. This book proposes answers to many of them and presents a
critique of the persistent revisionist denial of war responsibility in the Japanese postwar
right-wing movement.
Scholarship on premodern Japan has grown spectacularly over the past four decades,
in terms of both sophistication and volume. A new approach has developed, marked by
a higher reliance on primary documents, a shift away from the history of elites to
broader explorations of social structures, and a re-examination of many key
assumptions. As a result, the picture of the early Japanese past now taught by
specialists differs radically from the one that was current in the mid-twentieth century.
This handbook offers a comprehensive historiographical review of Japanese history up
until the 1500s. Featuring chapters by leading historians and covering the early J?mon,
Yayoi, Kofun, Nara, and Heian eras, as well as the later medieval periods, each section
provides a foundational grasp of the major themes in premodern Japan. The sections
will include: Geography and the environment Political events and institutions Society
and culture Economy and technology The Routledge Handbook of Premodern
Japanese History is an essential reference work for students and scholars of Japanese,
Asian, and World History.
Asia's New MothersCrafting gender roles and childcare networks in East and Southeast
Asian societiesGlobal Oriental
According to a recent study by the ILO (2001), women’s share of the labour force is
increasing worldwide. Today, women’s participation rate in the labour force is over 40
per cent of the global workforce. Higher educational levels and falling fertility rates have
contributed to this increased participation. There is also some evidence that women in
some Asian countries may be less marginalised in their advancement into top
managerial positions than their counterparts elsewhere. As women become more
educated and qualified for managerial positions, the number of Asian women managers
and executives is predicted to rise over the next decade. This book examines the
opportunities and barriers for women managers in Asia and presents an update on their
progress in management. This book was previously published as a special issue of the
Asian Pacific Business Review.
The on-going reconfiguration of geo-political and economic forces across the globe has
created a new institutional and moral environment for East Asian family life and gender
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dynamics. Indeed, modernisation in East Asia has brought about increases in women’s
education levels and participation in the labour force, a delay in marriage age, lower
birth rates, and smaller family size. And yet, despite the process of modernization,
traditional systems such as Confucianism and patriarchal rules, continue to shape
gender politics and family relationships in East Asia. This book examines gender
politics and family culture in East Asia in light of both the overwhelming changes that
modernization and globalization have brought to the region, and the structural
restrictions that women in East Asian societies continue to face in their daily lives.
Across three sections, the contributors to this volume focus on marriage and
motherhood, religion and family, and migration. In doing so, they reveal how actions
and decisions implemented by the state trigger changes in gender and family at the
local level, the impact of increasing internal and transnational migration on East Asian
culture, and how religion interweaves with the state in shaping gender dynamics and
daily life within the family. With case studies from across the region, including South
Korea, Japan, mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, this book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of Asian studies, gender studies, anthropology,
sociology and social policy.
A volume of essays by Japan’s leading female scholars and activists exploring their
country’s recent progressive cultural shift. When the feminist movement finally arrived
in Japan in the 1990s, no one could have foreseen the wide-ranging changes it would
bring to the country. Nearly every aspect of contemporary life has been impacted, from
marital status to workplace equality, education, politics, and sexuality. Now more than
ever, the Japanese myth of a homogenous population living within traditional gender
roles is being challenged. The LGBTQ population is coming out of the closet, everpresent minorities are mobilizing for change, single mothers are a growing population,
and women are becoming political leaders. In Transforming Japan, Kumiko FujimuraFanselow has gathered the most comprehensive collection of essays written by
Japanese educators and researchers on the ways in which present-day Japan
confronts issues of gender, sexuality, race, discrimination, power, and human rights.
An indispensable tool for librarians who do reference or collection management, this
work is a pioneering offering of expertly selected print and electronic reference tools for
East Asian Studies (Chinese, Japanese, and Korean). • Represents the first work to
include Chinese, Japanese, and Korean materials in one volume • Incorporates critical
information on subscription-based and open-source electronic reference tools • Written
by noted leading experts in Asian Studies librarianship • Supplies materials in English
and vernacular Asian languages • Includes multilingual titles but provides references
and citations in English • Comprises not only a bibliography, but a guide containing key
tips on how to use many reference tools
This work aims to show that Japan even at it's height of success, while the successful
version of capitalism was blighted at it's core, being unsustainable. This revised edition
features n introduction which gives an analysis of Japan's contemporary crisis.
Amidst the unevenness and unpredictability of change in the Asia-Pacific region, women's lives
are being transformed. This volume takes up the challenge of exploring the ways in which
women are active players, collaborators, participants, leaders and resistors in the politics of
change in the region. The editors focus attention on the politics of gender as a mobilizing
centre for identities, and the ways in which individualized identity politics may be linked to
larger collective emancipatory projects based on shared interests, practical needs, or common
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threats. Collectively, the chapters illustrate the complexity of women's strategies, the diversity
of sites for action, and the flexibility of their alliances as they carve out niches for themselves in
what are still largely patriarchal worlds. This book will be of vital interest to scholars in a range
of subjects, including gender studies, human geography, women's studies, Asian studies,
sociology and anthropology.
Women in Asian Performance offers a vital re-assessment of women's contributions to Asian
performance traditions, focusing for the first time on their specific historical, cultural and
performative contexts. Arya Madhavan brings together leading scholars from across the globe
to make an exciting intervention into current debates around femininity and female
representation on stage. This collection looks afresh at the often centuries-old aesthetic
theories and acting conventions that have informed ideas of gender in Asian performance. It is
divided into three parts: erasure – the history of the presence and absence of female bodies on
Asian stages; intervention – the politics of female intervention into patriarchal performance
genres; reconstruction – the strategies and methods adopted by women in redefining their
performance practice. Establishing a radical, culturally specific approach to addressing female
performance-making, Women in Asian Performance is a must-read for scholars and students
across Asian Studies and Performance Studies.
In the study of civil society and social movements, most cases are based in Western Europe
and North America. These two areas of the world have similar histories and political ideals and
structures in common which in turn, affect the structure of its civil society. In studying civil
society in Asia, a different understanding of history, politics, and society is needed. The
region’s long traditions of centralized, authoritarian states buttressed by Confucian and in
some cases Communist ideologies may render this concept irrelevant. The chapters in this
international volume cover most of the areas and countries traditionally defined as belonging to
East Asia: Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore and China. The case studies
included in this volume confront the utility of using the Western concept of civil society,
represented in its most active form – social movements – to think about East Asia popular
politics. Along with providing an array of important case studies of social movements in East
Asia, the introduction, chapters and conclusion in the book take up three major theoretical
questions: the effect of the East Asian cultural, social and institutional context upon the
mobilization, activities and outcomes of social movements in that region, the role of social
movements in larger transformative processes, utility of Western social movement concepts in
explaining social movements in East Asia. This book will be of interest to two major groups of
readers, those who study East Asia and those who pursue social movements and civil society,
as well as politics more generally.
The second half of the 20th century witnessed a series of mass migration in Asia due to war,
politics and economic turbulence. Combined with recent global economic changes, the result is
that Asia is now the world region producing the most international migrants and receiving the
second most migrants. Asian migration has thus been of central concern to both academic
researchers and policy communities. This book (together with its forthcoming second volume)
provides a full span discussion of Asian migration from historical perspectives to updated
analyses of current migration flows and diasporas. The book covers six sub-regional areas
through focused themes: • Northeast Asia: Coping with Diversity in Japan and Korea • East
Asian Chinese Migration: Taiwan, Hong Kong and China • Vietnamese Migration and Diaspora
• Cambodian, Lao and Hmong Diaspora and Settlement • Singapore: New Immigrants and
Return Migration • South Asian Migration and Diaspora Academics as well as general readers
will find this book useful for understanding the specific features of Asian migration, and how
these features have evolved since the latter part of the 20th century. In providing an overall
reassessment of Asian migration, the book enhances academic discussion of Asian migration,
with crucial implications for migration-related policy-making in the region.
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During the Pacific War, the Japanese government recruited hundreds of thousands of workers
for military construction projects throughout its occupied territories. Mistreatment of workers
was widespread, and the number of deaths from beatings, malnutrition, and disease was
enormous, rivaling the level of mortality from the Holocaust in Europe. Their experiences are
one of the great untold stories of the war. The first study to look at Japanese labor policies
comparatively across all the occupied territories of Asia during the war years, Asian Labor in
the Wartime Japanese Empire provides a graphic context for examining Japanese colonialism,
and relations between Japan and the territories occupied by its military forces.
This book comprises contributions from a distinguished group of international researchers who
examine the historical development of “new women" and “good wife, wise mother,” women’s
roles in socialist and transitional modernity and the transnational migration of both domestic
and sex workers as well as wives.
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