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We are all familiar with the heroic deeds and enchantments of the legendary
tales surrounding King Arthur. But what evidence is there for a real figure
beneath the myth and romance? "Arthur's Britain" assembles a wealth of
information about the history of Arthur by delving into the shadowy period in
which he lived. Drawing on evidence from written and archaeological sources,
Leslie Alcock, who directed the famous excavation at Cadbury Castle in
Somerset, England, sifts history from fiction to take us back to life between the
fourth and seventh centuries. He also provides fascinating detail on how the
Britons actually lived, worshipped, dressed, and fought to uncover the real world
and people behind the Arthurian legends.
This seminal new study explores how and why historians and writers from the
Middle Ages to the present day have constructed different accounts of this wellloved figure. N. J Higham offers an in-depth examintaion of the first two Arthurian
texts: the History of the Britons and the Welsh Annals. He argues that historians
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have often been more influenced by what the idea of Arthur means in their
present context than by such primary sources King Arthur: Myth-making and
History illuminates and discusses some central points of debate: * What role was
Arthur intended to perform in the political and cultural worlds that constructed
him? * How did the idea of King Arthur evolve? * What did the myth of Arthur
mean to both authors and their audiences? King Arthur: Myth-making and History
is fascinating reading for anyone interested in the origins and evolution of the
Arthurian legend.
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the fifth century up to
the late eleventh century, covering such events as the spread of Christianity, the
invasions of the Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of Hastings.
HISTORIA: A Gateway to Ancient and Medieval History and Archaeology! This
book explores one of the most important sites in British history, archaeology and
literature, a place that can, more than any other, lay claim to the name of
Camelot. The search for King Arthur and his famous capital of Camelot is a topic
that has been hotly debated for over a hundred years, with many theories being
put forward. It is a subject that has always been shrouded in the mist of fairy tales
and legends, making the truth difficult to discover. However, there is one
candidate for Camelot that shines out and brings the Arthurian legend to life: the
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hillfort of South Cadbury Castle. In this book, the reader will learn not only about
the evidence for a historical King Arthur, but also discover the most recent
historical, archaeological, and toponymic evidence that make South Cadbury
Castle the strongest contender for the title of Camelot. Author and historian,
Adam Alexander Haviaras, helps the reader to explore the possibility that King
Arthur’s Camelot was not just a medieval invention, but that it was an actual
place that played an important role in history and the British Heroic Age. The true
Camelot of Arthur may not be what you expect, but the evidence that exists
paints a clear picture of something even more exciting. If you have an interest in
ancient and medieval British history, archaeology, and Arthurian studies, or if you
are on your own search for a shred of truth about King Arthur, then you will enjoy
this in-depth study of one of the most important archaeological discoveries in the
quest for Camelot. After reading this book, you too may start to believe that
Arthur and Camelot are not just medieval fabrications, but that they actually did
exist.
Drawing on medieval texts and archaeological discoveries, studies the Arthurian
legend and its impact, and traces the development of Arthurian legends in
medieval European myth.
King Arthur is probably the most famous and certainly the most legendary
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medieval king. From the early ninth century through the middle ages, to the
Arthurian romances of Victorian times, the tales of this legendary figure have
blossomed and multiplied. And in more recent times, there has been a
continuous stream of books claiming to have discovered the 'facts' about, or to
unlock the secret or truth behind, the 'once and future king'. Broadly speaking,
there are two Arthurs. On the one hand is the traditional 'historical' Arthur, waging
a doomed struggle to save Roman civilization against the relentless Anglo-Saxon
tide during the darkest years of the Dark Ages. On the other is the Arthur of myth
and legend - accompanied by a host of equally legendary people, places, and
stories: Lancelot, Guinevere, Galahad and Gawain, Merlin, Excalibur, the Lady in
the Lake, the Sword in the Stone, Camelot, the Round Table. The big problem
with all this is that 'King Arthur' might well never have existed. And if he did exist,
it is next to impossible to say anything at all about him. As this challenging new
look at the Arthur legend makes clear, all books claiming to reveal 'the truth'
behind King Arthur can safely be ignored. Not only the 'red herrings' in the
abundant pseudo-historical accounts, even the 'historical' Arthur is largely a
figment of the imagination: the evidence that we have - whether written or
archaeological - is simply incapable of telling us anything detailed about the
Britain in which he is supposed to have lived, fought, and died. The truth, as Guy
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Halsall reveals in this fascinating investigation, is both radically different - and
also a good deal more intriguing.
Leading archaeologist Francis Pryor retells the story of King Arthur, legendary king of
the Britons, tracing it back to its Bronze Age origins.
King Arthur is often written off as a medieval fantasy, the dream of those yearning for
an age of strong, just rulers and a contented kingdom. Those who accept his existence
at all generally discard the stories that surround him. This exciting new investigation
argues not only that Arthur did exist, as a Dark Age chieftain, but that many of the
romantic tales - of Merlin, Camelot and Excalibur - are rooted in truth. In his quest for
the real King Arthur, Rodney Castleden uses up-to-date archaeological and
documentary evidence to recreate the history and society of Dark Age Britain and its
kings. He revives the possibility that Tintagel was an Arthurian legend, and proposes a
radical new theory - that Arthur escaped alive from his final battle. A location is even
suggested for perhaps the greatest mystery, the whereabouts of Arthur's grave. King
Arthur: The Truth Behind the Legend offers a more complete picture of Arthur's Britain
and his place in it than ever before. The book's bold approach and compelling
arguments will be welcomed by all readers with an interest in Arthuriana.
Examines the evidence concerning the actual life of King Arthur and traces the
development of the myth of King Arthur from the twelfth to the twen tieth century
Arthur: mythical hero, legendary king. But was he, as the legends claimed, an actual
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Dark-Age Briton? From Glastonbury and Tintagel to the supposed sites of Arthur's
Camelot and his famous battles, this book investigates how archaeologists have
interpreted the evidence. Might new discoveries and the latest theories finally reveal the
real King Arthur? For 800 years the controversy over Arthur's existence has ebbed and
flowed. Rusty swords, imposing ruins, the Round Table, even Arthur's body itself were
offered as proof that he had once reigned over Britain. The quest was revived by the
scientific archaeologists of the 1960s. Just as Greek legends had led to the discovery of
Troy, so might the romances lead to Camelot. This optimism did not last. Sceptics
poured scorn on the obscure manuscripts and strong imagination on which the questers
relied. For 30 years academics closed ranks against King Arthur. The discovery at
Tintagel of a mysterious slate, inscribed with names from the Arthurian legends, shook
this scepticism to its roots. Was it a clue at last? This book argues that it is time to
reassess the possibility of a real King Arthur and acknowledge the importance his
legends still hold for us today.
This book collects together the academic and popular articles which have been
published on the author's 'Arthurian Resources' website -- www.arthuriana.co.uk -between 1998 and 2009.Praise for Thomas Green's 'Concepts of Arthur' (Tempus,
2007)'Valuable to anyone studying the Arthurian legend... vigorous and comprehensive'
[Speculum, the Journal of the Medieval Academy of America]'Concepts of Arthur is that
rare thing: a book that offers an original and refocused view of the nature of Arthur... I
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cannot fault or praise highly enough his respectful handling of British myth' [Arthuriana,
the Journal of Arthurian Studies]'Demanding but very important' [Simon Young, author
of 'AD 500']
The Druids and the Arthurian legends are all most of us know about early Britain, from
the Neolithic to the Iron Age (4500 BC-AD 43). Drawing on archaeological discoveries
and medieval Welsh texts like the Mabinogion, this book explores the religious beliefs
of the ancient Britons before the coming of Christianity, beginning with the
megaliths--structures like Stonehenge--and the role they played in prehistoric
astronomy. Topics include the mysterious Beaker people of the Early Bronze Age, Iron
Age evidence of the Druids, the Roman period and the Dark Ages. The author
discusses the myths of King Arthur and what they tell us about paganism, as well as
what early churches and monasteries reveal about the enigmatic Druids.
Today, popular imagination peoples the Middle Ages with damsels in distress and
knights riding to their rescue. Of such knights, King Arthur and his companions are the
most celebrated. It is certainly true that this is the time when the Arthurian story took
shape and Arthurian literature flourished, and that most medieval historians included
him in their histories of Britain, though some did so with a considerable degree of
scepticism. But how widely was this literature known in its own day? How much
credence did people generally place in this king who supposedly once ruled England?
To answer these questions, Christopher Dean looks at medieval and Renaissance
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Arthurian literature in detail, and also examines contemporary chronicles and histories,
chivalric theory and practice, popular myths and legends, folk-lore and place-names.
The result is to show dramatically that Arthur was not at all as well known as popular
belief today fancies. As a historical figure he was early discredited; had it not been for
his artificial revival by the Tudor monarchy and the furor caused by the attack upon him
by the 'foreigner' Polydore Vergil, which incensed many patriotic Englishmen, his
credibility might have disappeared much sooner than it did. Except for Malory's work,
medieval Arthurian literature, which often exists in no more than single manuscripts, did
not have large audiences. And after 1500, only Edmund Spenser and Thomas Hughes
attempted to write seriously on Arthurian themes. Among the ordinary citizens of
England, Arthur was hardly known at all, any popular knowledge of him being almost
entirely restricted to Wales, Devon, and Cornwall. Elsewhere in Britain the much more
familiar figure was Robin Hood. For all the strength of the Arthurian legend as the
ultimate medieval knight, he is essentially a modern hero.
A fascinating review of archaeological Great Britain, covering the deep archaeology of this longsettled island—from early hominid remains through the modern world—as well as Great Britain’s
role in the larger archaeological realm.
An exploration into the beliefs and origins of the Druids, this book examines the role the Druids
may have played in the story of King Arthur and the founding of Britain. It explains how the
Druids originated in eastern Europe around 850 B.C., bringing to early Britain a cult of an
underworld deity, a belief in reincarnation, and a keen interest in astronomy. The work
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concludes that Arthur was originally a Druid cult figure and that the descendants of the Druids
may have founded the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex. The research draws upon a number
of sources, including medieval Welsh tales, the archaeology of Stonehenge’s Salisbury Plain,
the legends surrounding the founding of Britain, the cult of the Thracian Horseman, the oracle
of Dodona, popular Arthurian mythology, and the basic principles of prehistoric astronomy.
The great work of Welsh literature, translated in full for the first time in over 100 years by two of
its country's foremost poets Tennyson portrayed him, and wrote at least one poem under his
name. Robert Graves was fascinated by what he saw as his work's connection to a lost world
of deeply buried folkloric memory. He is a shapeshifter; a seer; a chronicler of battles fought,
by sword and with magic, between the ancient kingdoms of the British Isles; a bridge between
old Welsh mythologies and the new Christian theology; a 6th-century Brythonic bard; and a
legendary collective project spanning the centuries up to The Book of Taliesin's compilation in
14th-century North Wales. He is, above all, no single 'he'. The figure of Taliesin is a mystery.
But of the variety and quality of the poems written under his sign, of their power as exemplars
of the force of ecstatic poetic imagination, and of the fascinating window they offer us onto a
strange and visionary world, there can be no question. In the first volume to gather all of the
poems from The Book of Taliesin since 1915, Gwyneth Lewis and Rowan Williams's
accessible translation makes these outrageous, arrogant, stumbling and joyful poems available
to a new generation of readers.
A prominent scholar explores King Arthur's historical development, proposing that he began as
a fictional character developed in the ninth century According to legend, King Arthur saved
Britain from the Saxons and reigned over it gloriously sometime around A.D. 500. Whether or
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not there was a "real" King Arthur has all too often been neglected by scholars; most period
specialists today declare themselves agnostic on this important matter. In this erudite volume,
Nick Higham sets out to solve the puzzle, drawing on his original research and expertise to
determine precisely when, and why, the legend began. Higham surveys all the major attempts
to prove the origins of Arthur, weighing up and debunking hitherto claimed connections with
classical Greece, Roman Dalmatia, Sarmatia, and the Caucasus. He then explores Arthur's
emergence in Wales--up to his rise to fame at the hands of Geoffrey of Monmouth. Certain to
arouse heated debate among those committed to defending any particular Arthur, Higham's
book is an essential study for anyone seeking to understand how Arthur's story began.
Archival and scientific research reveal the origins and purpose of the Winchester Round Table.
King Arthur dominates the mythic landscape of Britain, the Once and Future King who reigns in
the psyche of the English and Welsh peoples. He is the “Shadow in the Mist” of British history
and legends, glimpsed through numerous accounts, tales and place-names since his battles
were first recorded in the 9th and 10th centuries in the 'History of the Britons' and the 'Welsh
Annals'. Cutting through centuries of arguments based on medieval romance and poetry,
August Hunt presents a challenging and convincing argument for both the existence of a
historical war-leader named Arthur and his presence on the borders of England and Scotland.
He also examines and integrates the evidence for Irish influences in the tales and life of King
Arthur.By thoroughly considering the place-names associated with Arthur's battles and other
significant sites such as towns and Roman forts, the author shows through onomastics,
geography, archaeology and philology how they are all based on real historical places in
northern England and southern Scotland. Not only this, but they also point to both the location
Page 10/19

Acces PDF Arthurs Britain History And Archaeology A D 367 634 Penguin
Classic History
of Camelot and to Arthur's final resting place of Avalon.From this basis, the author explores
traditional genealogies, chronicles, myths and folklore to present the possible identities of the
important figures of Ambrosius, Cunedda and Vortigern, as well as that of the hero who was
transformed into a mythic leader exemplifying chivalric ideals and the hope of national rebirth.
Arthur's BritainHistory and Archaeology, AD 367-634Penguin Group

The story of an era shrouded in mystery, and the gradual changing of a nation’s
cultural identity. We speak English today, because the Anglo-Saxons took over
most of post-Roman Britain. How did that happen? There is little evidence: not
much archaeology, and even less written history. There is, however, a huge
amount of speculation. King Arthur’s Wars brings an entirely new approach to
the subject—the answers are out there, in the British countryside, waiting to be
found. Months of field work and map study allow us to understand, for the first
time, how the Anglo-Saxons conquered England, county by county and decade
by decade. King Arthur’s Wars exposes what the landscape and the place
names tell us. As a result, we can now know far more about this “Dark Age.”
What is so special about Essex? Why is Buckinghamshire an odd shape? Why is
the legend of King Arthur so special to us? Why don’t Cumbrian farmers use
English numbers when they count sheep? Why don’t we know where Camelot
was? Why did the Romano-British stop eating oysters? This book provides a new
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level of understanding of the centuries preceding the Norman Conquest.
We are all familiar with the heroic deeds and enchantments of the legendary
tales surrounding King Arthur. But what evidence is there for a real figure
beneath the myth and romance? Arthur's Britain assembles a wealth of
information about the history of Arthur by delving into the shadowy period in
which he lived. Drawing on evidence from written and archaeological sources,
Leslie Alcock, who directed the famous excavation at Cadbury Castle in
Somerset, England, sifts history from fiction to take us back to life between the
fourth and seventh centuries. He also provides fascinating detail on how the
Britons actually lived, worshipped, dressed, and fought to uncover the real world
and people behind the Arthurian legends.
Did King Arthur really exist? The Reign of Arthur takes a fresh look at the early
sources describing Arthur's career and compares them to the reality of Britain in
the fifth and sixth centuries. It presents, for the first time, both the most up to date
scholarship and a convincing case for the existence of a real sixth-century British
general called Arthur. Where others speculate wildly or else avoid the issue,
Gidlow, remaining faithful to the sources, deals directly with the central issue of
interest to the general reader: does the Arthur that we read of in the ninth-century
sources have any link to a real leader of the fifth or sixth century? Was Arthur a
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powerful king or a Dark Age general co-cordinating the British resistance to
Saxon invaders? Detailed analysis of the key Arthurian sources, contemporary
testimony and archaeology reveals the reality of fragmented British kingdoms
uniting under a single military command to defeat the Saxons. There is plausible
and convincing evidence for the existence of their war-leader, and, in this
challenging and provocative work, Gidlow concludes that the Dark Age
hypothesis of Arthur, War-leader of the Kings of the Britons, not only fits the
facts, it is the only way of making sense of them.
The bestselling author of The King in the North turns his attention to the obscure
era of British history known as 'the age of Arthur'. Somewhere in the shadow time
between the departure of the Roman legions in the early fifth century and the
arrival in Kent of Augustine's Christian mission at the end of the sixth, the
kingdoms of Early Medieval Britain were formed. But by whom? And out of what?
In The First Kingdom, Max Adams scrutinizes the narrative of this period handed
down to us by later historians and chroniclers. Stripping away the more lurid
claims made for a warrior-hero named Arthur, he synthesises the research
carried out over the last forty years to tease out the strands of reality from the
myth. He reveals how archaeology has delivered evidence of a diverse and
dynamic response to Britain's new-found independence, of material and
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intellectual trade between the Atlantic islands and the rest of Europe, and of the
environmental context of those centuries. A skilfully wrought and intellectually
probing investigation of the most mysterious epoch in our history, The First
Kingdom presents an image of post-Roman Britain whose resolution is high
enough to show the emergence of distinct political structures in the sixth century
– polities that survive long enough to be embedded in the medieval landscape,
recorded in the lines of river, road and watershed, and memorialised in place
names. PRAISE FOR MAX ADAMS: 'A triumph. The most gripping portrait of
seventh-century Britain that I have read ... A Game of Thrones in the Dark Ages'
Tom Holland in The Times on The King in the North 'Gripping, hugely enjoyable
and deeply scholarly' History Today, Books of the Year, on The King in the North
'Brilliantly combines history and archaeological research ... A compelling read'
The Lady on Ælfred's Britain
A comprehensive examination of the historical and mythological evidence for
every major theory about King Arthur • Explores the history of every Arthur
candidate and the geographical arguments that have placed him in different
locations • Examines 1,800 years of evidence for Arthur’s life and the famous
series of 12 battles fought against the Saxons in the 6th century • Reconstructs
the history of the 6th century in Britain, when the first references to Arthur and the
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core events of his reign appear Few legends have had the enduring influence of
those surrounding King Arthur. Many believe the stories are based on historical
truth. For others Arthur represents the archetype of the brilliant monarch reigning
over a fairy-tale kingdom, offering his knights the opportunity to prove their mettle
in battle and find gnostic illumination through initiation into sacred mysteries like
that of the Grail. Presenting the culmination of more than 40 years’ research,
John and Caitlín Matthews examine the historical and mythological evidence for
every major theory about the existence of King Arthur. Drawing on modern
techniques in archaeology and scholarship, they reconstruct the history of the 6th
century in Britain, the period when the first unambiguous references to Arthur
appear. They explore the history of every Arthur candidate, the geographical
arguments that have placed him in different locations, and the evidence for his
life and famous battles fought against the Saxons. Was the greatest British hero
of all time not a king but a 2nd-century Roman officer active around Hadrian’s
Wall in Cumbria? A 5th-century soldier who operated in areas as far apart as
Cornwall, Wales, Scotland, or Brittany? Or an entirely mythical fiction that
provided a figure of light during a dark period of British history? Examining other
literary figures from the 5th century such as Vortigern and Ambrosius, the authors
also break down the plots of all the major Arthurian romances, including those by
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Chretien de Troyes, Sir Thomas Malory, and Robert de Boron, to reveal the
historical events they are based on. Piecing together the many fragments that
constitute the image of Arthur, both the man and the myth, the authors show how
each face of Arthur has something to offer and how his modern popularity proves
the enduring power of the hero-myth, truly earning Arthur the title he first received
in the 15th century: The Once and Future King.
Who exactly was King Arthur? What is the evi dence for him as a historical figure,
and how does this rela te to the hero of the medieval romances and other
legends? T his book seeks to answer these and other questions relating to the
story of King Arthur. '
One man’s journey to uncover the final resting place of the historical King Arthur
• Pinpoints the exact locations of Arthur’s tomb, the ruins of Camelot, and the
sword Excalibur using literary research and the latest geophysics equipment •
Examines previously unknown ancient manuscripts preserved in the vaults of the
British Library--including one written within the living memory of Arthur’s time •
Reveals the mythic king as the real-life leader Owain Ddantgwyn, who united the
British to repel invasion from Germany around 500 AD One of the most enigmatic
figures in world history, King Arthur has been the subject of many fantastical tales
over the past 1500 years, leading many scholars to regard him and his fabled city
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of Camelot simply as myth. But, as Graham Phillips shows through a wealth of
literary and scientific evidence, King Arthur was a real man, Camelot a real place,
and the legendary Excalibur a real sword--and Phillips has located them all.
Phillips examines the earliest stories of Arthur as well as previously unknown
ancient manuscripts preserved in the vaults of the British Library in London, such
as the work of the 9th-century monk Nennius, to pinpoint the exact locations of
Arthur’s tomb, the ruins of Camelot, and the sword Excalibur. He reveals the
mythic king as the real-life leader Owain Ddantgwyn, who united the British to
repel invasion from Germany around 500 AD. Moving his quest from library
vaults to the real sites of Arthur’s life, the author confirms his research through a
Dark Age monument, hidden away in the mountains of western Britain, that bears
an inscription about a powerful warlord who went by the battle title “Arthur.” He
visits archaeological excavations at the ruins of Viroconium, near Wroxeter in
Shropshire, clearly identifying the ancient city as Camelot, the fortified capital of
Arthur’s Britain. Working with specialist divers and marine archaeologists, he
surveys the depths of an ancient lake in the English countryside to reveal the
resting place of Excalibur. Enlisting a team of scientists and sophisticated
geophysics equipment, he uncovers the lost grave of the historical King Arthur,
buried with his shield, just as told in legend. The culmination of 25 years of
Page 17/19

Acces PDF Arthurs Britain History And Archaeology A D 367 634 Penguin
Classic History
research, including new translations of primary source material, this book
provides the necessary evidence to allow King Arthur to finally be accepted as
the authentic British king he was.
An up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the history of the Arthurian phenomenon the imaginary and historical world of the great British warlord and one of the huge
historical mysteries of early and medieval Britain. The Arthurian story, based on fact
and fiction, is central to Britain's 'creation myth' and the concept of Britain's heroic past.
This is a deeply researched and scholarly but essentially accessible history and
analysis for general readers and specialists and based on an impressive array of
sources including Romano-British, Anglo-Saxon, rare medieval English, French and
German sources, and archaeology - essential for modern historical research in early
history. Modern and contemporary historiography is covered including 'debunking'
treatments. The study surveys King Arthur in fact and fiction, his family, knights, and the
legends that have grown up around them and developed to the enduring interest from
history, literature to TV and film.
Welcome to the dark side of Camelot. Gwynna is just a girl who is forced to run when
her village is attacked and burns to the ground. To her horror, she is discovered in the
wood. But it is Myrddin the bard who has found her, a traveler and spinner of tales. He
agrees to protect Gwynna if she will agree to be bound in service to him. Gwynna is
frightened but intrigued-and says yes-for this Myrddin serves the young, rough, and
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powerful Arthur. In the course of their travels, Myrddin transforms Gwynna into the
mysterious Lady of the Lake, a boy warrior, and a spy. It is part of a plot to transform
Arthur from the leader of (con't)
A fresh look at the text which introduced for the first time some of the key figures in
British myth and legend.
The enormous hoard of beautiful gold military objects found in 2009 in a field in
Staffordshire has focused huge attention on the mysterious world of 7th and 8th century
Britain. This book discusses the tumultuous centuries between the departure of the
Roman legions and the arrival of Norman invaders nearly seven centuries later.
The legend of Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table dominates the mythology of
Britain, but could this story prove more fact than fiction? Recent archaeological findings
have lead Geoffrey Ashe to believe there is more truth to Arthurian legend than
previously accepted. The Quest for Arthur's Britain examines the historical foundation
of the Arthurian tradition, and presents the remarkable results of excavations to date at
Cadbury (reputed site of Camelot), Tintagel, Glastonbury and many places known
almost exclusively to Arthurian scholars.
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