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Armored Attack 1944 U S Army Tank Combat In The
European Theater From D Day To The Battle Of
Bulge
Paths of Armor, first published in 1950, is the account of the historic 5th Armored Division from
the time of its formation in October 1941, until the end of the World War II in May 1945.
Included in this kindle edition are more than 100 pages of photographs and maps. Because of
the secrecy of its missions and the speed at which it moved, the Division was also known as
"Patton's Ghosts" (the division was part of Patton's Third Army), and because of its many
successes, as the "Victory Division." Following training in the U.S., the Division transferred to
England, and landed on Utah Beach in Normandy on July 24, 1944. Then followed months of
combat as the Division moved across northern France, Belgium, Luxembourg, and into
Germany. In December 1944, the Division took part in the fierce fighting in the Hurtgen Forest
and the Battle of the Bulge.
In The Americans at D-Day, the first volume of this series, John C. McManus showed us the
American experience in Operation Overlord. Now, in this succeeding volume, he does the
same for the Battle of Normandy as a whole. Never before has the American involvement in
Normandy been examined so thoroughly or exclusively as in The Americans at Normandy. For
D-Day was only one part of the battle, and victory came from weeks of sustained effort and
sacrifices made by Allied soldiers. Presented here is the American experience during that
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summer of 1944, from the aftermath of D-Day to the slaughter of the Falaise Gap, from the
courageous, famed figures of Bradley, Patton, and Lightnin' Joe Collins to the lesser-known
privates who toiled in torturous conditions for their country. What was this battle really like for
these men? What drove them to fight against all sense and despite all obstacles? How and
why did they triumph? Reminiscent of Cornelius Ryan's The Longest Day, The Americans at
Normandy takes readers into the minds of the best American strategists, into the hearts of the
infantry, into hell on earth. Engrossing, lightning-quick, and filled with real human sorrow and
elation, The Americans at Normandy honors those Americans who lost their lives in foreign
fields and those who survived. Here is their story, finally told with the depth, pathos, and
historical perspective it deserves. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without
Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The Third Armored Division, famously known as the “Spearhead Division," had an illustrious
combat career in WW2. One of only two “heavy armored” divisions of the war, the 3rd Armored
joined the battle in the ETO in late June of 1944, was bloodied almost immediately and was at
the front of the American advance through the hedgerows of Normandy and the rapid advance
through France into Belgium by September 1944. The 3rd was one of the first units to breach
the vaunted Siegfried Line and then fought a series of back and forth battles with the German
army in the Autumn of 1944 as the weather conditions and determined tenacity of the German
defenders produced an Autumn stalemate. The 3rd was rushed to the Ardennes front in
December of 1944 in response to Hitler’s winter offensive and they famously fought battles at
the defense of Hotton, Grandmenil and then pushed the Germans back to the border after
vicious battles in places like Ottre, Lierneux, Cherain and Sterpigny. The early days of the
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Bulge battles would find the lost unit of Col Samuel Hogan’s 400 men who were surrounded for
days and fought their way back to friendly lines. After a brief rest and being outfitted with 10 of
the T-26 Pershing tanks, the 3rd was at the spearhead of the 1st Army advance into Germany,
across the Rhine and into the Harz mountains and the liberation of the Nordhausen
concentration camp. This final campaign would see the highpoint of the famous Cologne tank
duel between a Pershing and German panther, made famous by the recent book Spearhead
by Adam Makos. Then, just a few weeks later the beloved commander of the division, Major
General Maurice Rose, was tragically shot by a German tank commander when trying to
surrender Paderborn, Germany. The 3rd would end the war at the tip of the American advance
into Germany before the war ended.
THE NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, LOS ANGELES TIMES, AND USA
TODAY BESTSELLER "A band of brothers in an American tank . . . Makos drops the reader
back into the Pershing's turret and dials up a battle scene to rival the peak moments of Fury."
--The Wall Street Journal From the author of the international bestseller A Higher Call comes
the riveting World War II story of an American tank gunner's journey into the heart of the Third
Reich, where he will meet destiny in an iconic armor duel--and forge an enduring bond with his
enemy. When Clarence Smoyer is assigned to the gunner's seat of his Sherman tank, his
crewmates discover that the gentle giant from Pennsylvania has a hidden talent: He's a naturalborn shooter. At first, Clarence and his fellow crews in the legendary 3rd Armored
Division--"Spearhead"--thought their tanks were invincible. Then they met the German
Panther, with a gun so murderous it could shoot through one Sherman and into the next. Soon
a pattern emerged: The lead tank always gets hit. After Clarence sees his friends cut down
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breaching the West Wall and holding the line in the Battle of the Bulge, he and his crew are
given a weapon with the power to avenge their fallen brothers: the Pershing, a state-of-the-art
"super tank," one of twenty in the European theater. But with it comes a harrowing new
responsibility: Now they will spearhead every attack. That's how Clarence, the corporal from
coal country, finds himself leading the U.S. Army into its largest urban battle of the European
war, the fight for Cologne, the "Fortress City" of Germany. Battling through the ruins, Clarence
will engage the fearsome Panther in a duel immortalized by an army cameraman. And he will
square off with Gustav Schaefer, a teenager behind the trigger in a Panzer IV tank, whose
crew has been sent on a suicide mission to stop the Americans. As Clarence and Gustav trade
fire down a long boulevard, they are taken by surprise by a tragic mistake of war. What
happens next will haunt Clarence to the modern day, drawing him back to Cologne to do the
unthinkable: to face his enemy, one last time. Praise for Spearhead "A detailed, gripping
account . . . the remarkable story of two tank crewmen, from opposite sides of the conflict, who
endure the grisly nature of tank warfare." --USA Today (four out of four stars) "Strong and
dramatic . . . Makos established himself as a meticulous researcher who's equally adept at
spinning a good old-fashioned yarn. . . . For a World War II aficionado, it will read like a
dream." --Associated Press
In Patton at the Battle of the Bulge, Army veteran and historian Leo Barron explores one of the
most famous yet little-told clashes of WWII, a vitally important chapter in one of history’s most
legendary battles. Includes photographs! “Barron captures the fiery general’s command
presence and the pivotal commitment of his Third Army tanks to relieve the embattled
crossroads town of Bastogne.”—Michael E. Haskew, Author of West Point 1915: Eisenhower,
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Bradley, and the Class the Stars Fell On December 1944. For the besieged American
defenders of Bastogne, time was running out. Hitler’s forces had pressed in on the small
Belgian town in a desperate offensive designed to push back the Allies. The U.S. soldiers had
managed to repel repeated attacks, but as their ammunition dwindled, the weary paratroopers
of the 101st Airborne could only hope for a miracle. More than a hundred miles away, General
George S. Patton was putting in motion the most crucial charge of his career. Tapped to
spearhead the counterstrike was the 4th Armored Division, a hard-fighting unit that had
slogged its way across France. But blazing a trail into Belgium meant going up against some of
the best infantry and tank units in the German Army. And failure to reach Bastogne in time
could result in the overrunning of the 101st and turn the tide of the war against the Allies.
The armored divisions were the shock force of the US Army's combat formations during the
fighting in Northwest Europe in the final year of the war. Of the 16 such divisions formed during
the war, all but one served in the European Theater of Operations. This book examines the
organizational structure, operational doctrine and combat mission of these divisions from DDay onwards, describing how doctrines and tactics were changed as the divisions were forced
to adapt to the battlefield realities of combat against an experienced foe. The lessons drawn by
the armored divisions from the bitter fighting in Northwest Europe from 1944 to 1945 strongly
shaped postwar US Army doctrine.
"Armored Victory 1945: U.S. Army Tank Combat in the European Theater from the Battle of the
Bulge to Germany's Surrender" Beautifully illustrated with more than 1,200 photos of American
tanks and armored vehicles and includes all varieties of American armor, from Shermans to
Hellcats, plus many photos of German tanks. This volume completes Zaloga's two-volume
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photo history of American armor in Europe, covering the Battle of the Bulge, the Rhine
crossings, and the final battles inside Germany. Perfect for modelers and World War II
enthusiasts alike. Companion to Armored Attack 1944.

The story of Spearhead in the West recounts the early history of the 3rd Armored
Division, its training in various locations, both in the United States and in
England, and its combat record from Normandy to the banks of the River Elbe, in
Germany. The book is conveniently divided into three distinct sections: the
combined history and battle lore of the entire division. The first section is given
over to an introduction of “Spearhead” units and organization. The second
section provides a popular narrative account, together with sketches and
photographs of important scenes, persons and events. The third and final section
retells the accurate battle history of the division as compiled from the mass of
official documents, journals and records. A narrative of hard training and bitter
combat, of local reverses and the stunning victory that befits a great armored
division, this book is a must-read for any history buff.
Beautifully illustrated with more than 1,000 photos of American tanks and
armored vehicles.
The break out of Normandy at Avranches, the isolation of the Brittany peninsula,
the armored thrust across France, the tank battles at Arracourt that cemented the
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reputation of the Fourth Armored, the brutal struggle in Lorraine, and ultimately,
the legendary drive to Bastogne are among the topics.".
Overshadowed by the United States Army's armored divisions, the separate tank
and tank destroyer battalions had the difficult mission of providing armored
support for US infantry divisions in the 1944–45 campaigns. This book details the
organizational structures and deployment of these units: the standard tank
battalions, tank battalions (light), tank battalions (mine exploder) and tank
battalions (special), self-propelled and towed tank destroyer battalions. It also
covers the tactics used by these units in their attempts to assist the infantry, as
well as providing a listing of all the battalions that took part in the Northwest
Europe campaign.
During World War II, the two pre-eminent mechanized infantry forces of the
conflict, the German Panzergrenadier arm and the US Army's armoured
infantrymen, clashed in France and Belgium after the Normandy landings. These
engagements went on to profoundly influence the use of mechanized infantry in
the post-war world. Drawing upon a variety of sources, this book focuses on
three key encounters between July and December 1944 including during
Operation Cobra and the Battle of the Bulge, and examines the origins,
equipment, doctrine and combat record of both forces. With specially
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commissioned full-colour artwork and maps, this study sheds light on the
evolving nature of mechanized warfare at the height of World War II.
An illustrated account of the crucial part played by tanks—and other armored
vehicles—in gaining a foothold after the D-Day landings. Tanks were the beasts of
the Second World War, machines designed to destroy anything and anyone in
their path. Throughout the summer of 1944, the Allied forces readily employed
tanks and armored vehicles to gain ground in the bloody campaign of Normandy.
Heavily armed, they provided a kind of support which no number of infantrymen
could offer, battling their way through enemy lines with their guns blazing. From
the US 2nd Armored Division named “Hell on Wheels” to the British “Achilles”
tank, the encounters they had in battle were explosive. With detailed diagrams
and many photos, this volume of the Casemate Illustrated series explores the
Normandy invasion from the perspective of the Allied Armored divisions, looking
at how armored vehicles played a central role in the many battles that took place.
It includes over forty profiles of tanks and armored vehicles, from the American
Sherman and Stuart tanks to the bulldozers and amphibious vehicles designed
for the beach.
As the Allies attempted to break out of Normandy, it quickly became apparent
that there would be no easy victory over the Germans, and that every scrap of
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territory on the way to Berlin would have to be earned through hard fighting. This
study concentrates on, the ferocious battles between the German Panzer IV and
US Sherman that were at the heart of this decisive phase of World War II. The
two types were among the most-produced tanks in US and German service and
were old enemies, having clashed repeatedly in the Mediterranean theater.
Throughout their long service careers, both had seen a succession of technical
developments and modifications, as well as an evolution in their intended roles –
but both remained at the forefront of the fighting on the Western Front. Written by
an expert on tank warfare, this book invites the reader into the cramped confines
of these armoured workhorses, employing vivid technical illustrations alongside
archive and contemporary photography to depict the conditions for the crewmen
within.
• Hundreds of photos, including many never published before with riveting accounts of
armored warfare in World War II • Compares the Sherman to other tanks, including the
Panther and Tiger • Author is a world-renowned expert on the Sherman tank and American
armor Some tank crews referred to the American M4 Sherman tank as a "death trap." Others,
like Gen. George Patton, believed that the Sherman helped win World War II. So which was it:
death trap or war winner? Armor expert Steven Zaloga answers that question by recounting
the Sherman's combat history. Focusing on Northwest Europe (but also including a chapter on
the Pacific), Zaloga follows the Sherman into action on D-Day, among the Normandy
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hedgerows, during Patton's race across France, in the great tank battle at Arracourt in
September 1944, at the Battle of the Bulge, across the Rhine, and in the Ruhr pocket in 1945.
Originally published in 1946, this book is an official unit history for the 2d Armored Division in
World War II, which was activated on 15 July 1940 and participated in campaigns in
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, Central Europe, and Sicily.
Elements of the Division first saw action in North Africa, landing at Casablanca in November
1942, and later took part in the fighting at Beja, Tunisia, but as a whole did not enter combat
until the invasion of Sicily, when it made an assault landing at Gela in July 1943 and saw
action at Butera, Campobello, and Palermo. After the Sicilian campaign, the Division trained in
England for the cross-Channel invasion, landed in Normandy D plus 3 on 9 June 1944, and
went into action in the vicinity of Carentan. The Division raced across France in July and
August, drove through Belgium, and attacked across the Albert Canal in September, crossing
the German border at Schimmert to take up defensive positions near Geilenkirchen. In
October, it launched an attack on the Siegfried Line from Marienberg, broke through, crossed
the Wurm River, and seized Puffendorf and Barmen in November. It was holding positions on
the Roer when it was ordered to help contain the German Ardennes offensive. The Division
helped reduce the Bulge in January 1945, fighting in the Ardennes forest in deep snow, and
cleared the area from Houffalize to the Ourthe River of the enemy. After a rest in February, the
Division drove on across the Rhine in March, and was the first American Division to reach the
Elbe at Schonebeck in April, where it was halted, on orders. In July 1945, the Division entered
Berlin—the first American unit to enter the German capital city. Known as the "Hell on Wheels"
division, the 2d Armored Division was one of the most famous American units in World War II.
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Richly illustrated throughout with photos of the 2d Armored Division, General George Patton,
battle photographs and maps.
The Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTO) saw the first operational deployment of US
armoured divisions in World War II, and the experience proved chastening for the 1st Armored
Division when it suffered defeat at the hands of Rommel's Afrika Korps at the battle of
Kasserine Pass. This title covers the organization of these early US armored divisions, as well
as the independent tank and tank destroyer battalions that accompanied them. It details the
evolution of US armoured warfare tactics and doctrine, learned from the difficult experiences of
North Africa, and illustrates how they were used elsewhere in the Mediterranean, particularly in
the Italian Peninsula.
In September 1944 Hitler ordered an attack on Gen. George Patton's Third Army, which was
deep inside France making for the Rhine and threatening the German industrial heartland
beyond. The ensuing battle near Arracourt--the U.S. Army's largest tank-versus-tank clash until
the Bulge--went badly for the Germans, who committed their armor piecemeal and whose
offensive was shattered in a series of intense, close-range tank duels with the Americans.
Armor expert Steven Zaloga deftly reconstructs the battle and shows how American Sherman
tanks bested superior German Panthers. Features legendary panzer general Hasso von
Manteuffel and U.S. commanders John "Tiger Jack" Wood ("America's Rommel") and
Creighton Abrams (namesake of the M1 Abrams tank) Thoroughly researched narrative draws
on newly discovered American and German records that provide unprecedented detail
The campaign on the German frontier in late 1944 was one of the most frustrating and costly
efforts by the US Army in the ETO. The Allies first encountered the Siegfried Line (Westwall)
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fortifications in September 1944, having pursued the retreating Wehrmacht through Belgium
and the Netherlands. The border area around Aachen had been fortified with a double line of
bunkers, and both the terrain and the weather made things difficult for the Allies. This book
focuses on the involvement of the US First and Ninth armies in the six-month fighting, including
the hellish fighting for the Hürtgen forest.
Over forty years have passed since Allied armies landed in Normandy with the purpose of
liberating western Europe and destroying Hitler's Third Reich. Despite this passage of time and
extensive writings on the landings in France, officers and historians are still intensely interested
in D-Day and the Normandy campaign. Indeed, a great deal remains to be learned about the
U.S. Armys's participation in the Normandy campaign, and a detailed examination of the
fighting yields a fruitful case study for America's professional officer corps concerning how
American soldiers performed in combat, how squads and platoons closed with and destroyed
the enemy, and how the Army adapted methods to overcome a whole host of problems that it
encountered in combat. This study attempts to identify the problems that hampered the
operations of the U.S. First Army during the weeks immediately following the D-Day landings.
in Normandy, inexperienced American combat units struggled with veteran German defenders
on terrain specially suited for the defense. The U.S. Army was faced with the problem of
conducting offensive operations in the Normandy hedgerow country- known as the Bocage.
Shortcomings in preinvasion training and preparation resulted initially in uncoordinated efforts
whenever American infantry, tanks, and artillery tried to combine forces during attacks.
Beginning with the D-day landings, this is a frank appraisal of the planned use and actual
results of the deployment of armour by both German and Allied commanders in the major tank
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battles of the campaign including Epsom, Goodwood, Cobra and Totalize. ‘Tiger!’ is a critique
of how Montgomery’s plans to seize territory and break out failed in the face of German
resistance. It details the poor planning by British generals who made many mistakes and how
the German convoluted chain of command contributed to their own defeat.Official reports, war
diaries, After Action reports, letters, regimental histories, memoirs of generals and troopers are
used to tell the inside story of the campaign from an armour point of view to give a different but
detailed perspective.For the first time the book gives real numbers of tanks lost in the battle of
the campaign from research at archives around the world.
[Illustrated with 3 figures and 8 maps] In 1944, the 4th Armored Division played a central role in
one of the more remarkable campaigns in American military history - Third Army’s pursuit
across France, which was capped off by the encirclement and capture of Nancy. In the course
of this campaign, the 4th Armored Division practiced a mode of warfare that has since become
known to the Army as AirLand Battle. In as much as the encirclement of Nancy is one of the
few historical examples that shows American mechanized forces waging war in accordance
with the tenets of AirLand Battle, anyone seeking a deeper appreciation of today’s doctrine
would do well to study this campaign carefully. The 4th Armored Division in the Encirclement of
Nancy originated at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College as an introductory
class for a course on modern division level operations. It is a companion piece to The Lorraine
Campaign: An Overview, September-December 1944, published in February 1985.
In the summer of 1944, across the battlefields of Normandy, US tanks were confronted with a
dangerous challenge: the mobile and deadly Panzerfaust and Panzerschreck anti-tank
weapons wielded by the German infantry. Having only occasionally encountered such
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weaponry before, the US tankers were ill-equipped to defend against this kind of attack, and
the threat only increased as the summer wore on. This Duel title follows the technological
battle for dominance that ensued, as the US Army devised new ways to defend against the
threat posed by the German shaped-charge projectiles. From the addition of sandbags and
spare tracks to individual tanks made by anxious crews on the ground to the large-scale
programmes put together by the US armies, the book explores the implementation and
effectiveness of the various tactics employed by the tank crews, as well as the technology
behind the anti-tank weapons wielded by their German adversaries. Drawing on first-hand
accounts from the men on the ground, this illustrated title examines the evolving trial of
strength between US armour and innovative German anti-tank weaponry in the climactic
months of World War II in Europe.
Armor expert Zaloga enters the battle over the best tanks of World War II with this heavycaliber blast of a book armed with more than forty years of research.
[Includes 59 photos/illustrations and 30 maps] The hedgerow country of northwestern Francethe Bocage presented a trying challenge to the U.S. Army in 1944. During the Normandy
invasion, U.S. forces faced a stubborn German Army defending from an extensive network of
small fields surrounded by living banks of hedges bordered by sunken dirt lanes. German
forces fighting from these ready-made defensive positions were, at first, able to curb most of
the American advances and make the attempts very costly. For the U.S. Army, busting through
the difficult Bocage country required tactical, doctrinal, and organizational ingenuity. Busting
the Bocage: American Combined Arms Operations in France, 6 June-31 July 1944 shows how
the U.S. Army identified and overcame the problems of fighting in difficult terrain. The adoption
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of new tactics combined with technical innovations and good small-unit leadership enabled
American forces to defeat a well-prepared and skillful enemy. In the hedgerow country, the
U.S. Army eventually brought the separate components of the combined arms team-infantry,
armor, and artillery-to bear on the enemy simultaneously. The resulting successes were costly
but effective. Combat in the Bocage demonstrated the U.S. Army’s capability to fight and win
in a new and hostile environment.
Every military must prepare for future wars despite not really knowing the shape such wars will
ultimately take. As former U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates once noted: "We have a
perfect record in predicting the next war. We have never once gotten it right." In the face of
such great uncertainty, militaries must be able to adapt rapidly in order to win. Adaptation
under Fire identifies the characteristics that make militaries more adaptable, illustrated through
historical examples and the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Authors David Barno and
Nora Bensahel argue that militaries facing unknown future conflicts must nevertheless make
choices about the type of doctrine that their units will use, the weapons and equipment they will
purchase, and the kind of leaders they will select and develop to guide the force to victory. Yet
after a war begins, many of these choices will prove flawed in the unpredictable crucible of the
battlefield. For a U.S. military facing diverse global threats, its ability to adapt quickly and
effectively to those unforeseen circumstances may spell the difference between victory and
defeat. Barno and Bensahel start by providing a framework for understanding adaptation and
include historical cases of success and failure. Next, they examine U.S. military adaptation
during the nation's recent wars, and explain why certain forms of adaptation have proven
problematic. In the final section, Barno and Bensahel conclude that the U.S. military must
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become much more adaptable in order to address the fast-changing security challenges of the
future, and they offer recommendations on how to do so before it is too late.
Armor expert Zaloga enters the battle over the best tanks of World War II with this heavycaliber blast of a book armed with more than forty years of research. • Provocative but factbased rankings of the tanks that fought the Second World War • Breaks the war into eight
periods and declares Tanker's Choice and Commander's Choice for each • Champions include
the German Panzer IV and Tiger, Soviet T-34, American Pershing, and a few surprises •
Compares tanks' firepower, armor protection, and mobility as well as dependability,
affordability, tactics, training, and overall combat performance • Relies on extensive
documentation from archives, government studies, and published sources—much of which has
never been published in English before • Supported by dozens of charts and diagrams and
hundreds of photos
“An important contribution to the history of World War II . . . I have never before been able to
learn so much about maintenance methods of an armored division, with precise details that
underline the importance of the work, along with descriptions of how the job was
done.”—Russell F. Weigley, author of Eisenhower’s Lieutenants “Cooper saw more of the war
than most junior officers, and he writes about it better than almost anyone. . . . His stories are
vivid, enlightening, full of life—and of pain, sorrow, horror, and triumph.”—Stephen E. Ambrose,
from his Foreword “In a down-to-earth style, Death Traps tells the compelling story of one
man’s assignment to the famous 3rd Armored Division that spearheaded the American
advance from Normandy into Germany. Cooper served as an ordnance officer with the forward
elements and was responsible for coordinating the recovery and repair of damaged American
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tanks. This was a dangerous job that often required him to travel alone through enemy
territory, and the author recalls his service with pride, downplaying his role in the vast effort
that kept the American forces well equipped and supplied. . . . [Readers] will be left with an
indelible impression of the importance of the support troops and how dependent combat forces
were on them.”—Library Journal “As an alumnus of the 3rd, I eagerly awaited this book’s
coming out since I heard of its release . . . and the wait and the book have both been worth it. .
. . Cooper is a very polished writer, and the book is very readable. But there is a certain quality
of ‘you are there’ many other memoirs do not seem to have. . . . Nothing in recent
times—ridgerunning in Korea, firebases in Vietnam, or even the one hundred hours of Desert
Storm—pressed the ingenuity and resolve of American troops . . . like WWII. This book lays it
out better than any other recent effort, and should be part of the library of any contemporary
warrior.”—Stephen Sewell, Armor Magazine “Cooper’s writing and recall of harrowing events
is superb and engrossing. Highly recommended.”—Robert A. Lynn, The Stars and Stripes
“This detailed story will become a classic of WWII history and required reading for anyone
interested in armored warfare.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “[Death Traps] fills a
critical gap in WWII literature. . . . It’s a truly unique and valuable work.”—G.I. Journal

1,199 photos of American and German tanks with Zaloga's expert captions
The U.S. 70th Tank Battalion boasts one of the most impressive combat records of any
American armored unit in World War II. It landed in North Africa as part of Operation
Torch and participated in the invasion of Sicily, D-Day, the Normandy campaign, the
Battle of the Bulge, and the final drive into Germany. It remains in service today as the
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70th Armor Regiment, the U.S. Army's most decorated armor unit.
In the seventy years that have passed since the tank first appeared, antitank combat
has presented one of the greatest challenges in land warfare. Dramatic improvements
in tank technology and doctrine over the years have precipitated equally innovative
developments in the antitank field. One cycle in this ongoing arms race occurred during
the early years of World War II when the U.S. Army sought desperately to find an
antidote to the vaunted German blitzkrieg. This Leavenworth Paper analyzes the origins
of the tank destroyer concept, evaluates the doctrine and equipment with which tank
destroyer units fought, and assesses the effectiveness of the tank destroyer in battle.
Armored Attack 1944U.S. Army Tank Combat in the European Theater from D-Day to
the Battle of the BulgeStackpole Books
Revealing what it was like to live and fight in a medium tank this book is structured
around the career of a single tanker from 37th Tank Battalion, 4th Armored Division.
The focus is largely on the crew of an M4 Sherman, though light tank service is also
studied. Tank operation required a welltrained and well-coordinated crew. The crew
positions and roles of tank commander, gunner, driver, loader, and assistant driver are
all covered in detail, together with recruitment procedure, specialist training, and the
variety of specialized clothing and personal weaponry.
A complete overview of the evolving organization, tactics, doctrine, weapons and
equipment of the US Infantry in the Pacific, Mediterranean and European theatres, from
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1944 to the war's end. This follow-up to Battle Orders 17: US Army Infantry Divisions
1942-43, covers the critical period 1944-45 when changes instituted by Lieutenant
General Leslie J McNair, the head of the Army Ground Forces and an organizational
genius, were imposed on an army reluctant to change. The book includes a table
outlining all 66 US Infantry Army divisions that served during World War II, and
analyzes the organization of manpower and resources that turned these divisions into a
war-winning army.
Provides an in-depth history of the Battle of the Bulge, arguing that the German
offensive was set to fail from its launch and precipitated Germany's defeat.
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