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Many historians have seen a radical shift in W.E.B. Du Bois' political activities in his
later years. Following World War II, the evolution of his political perspective led to his
ouster from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, where he
had worked for years, and the Justice Department's indictment of him for failure to
register as a foreign agent. In this extensively researched study, Gerald Horne shows
that Du Bois' later activities were the culmination of his lifelong concerns, which Du Bois
resolutely followed despite the threats of Cold War McCarthyism. In investigating Du
Bois' last 20 years, Horne shows how the confluence of Cold War anticommunism and
attempts to discredit the civil rights and anticolonial movements influenced the
evaluation of Du Bois' activity. The recently opened papers of W.E.B. Du Bois and
previously unexamined papers of the NAACP are among the new sources Horne
examined for his study.
This book provides a new interpretation of the life of W.E.B. Du Bois, one of the most
important African -American scholars and thinkers of the twentieth century. • Provides a
comprehensive overview of the life and times of W.E.B. Du Bois • Takes an
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interdisciplinary approach to his life and works • Traces his radicalization over time •
Pays particular attention to the effects of the Cold War and anticommunism on his
philosophy • Provides key primary documents with explanations of their significance
With the exception of a few iconic moments such as Rosa Parks’s 1955 refusal to
move to the back of a Montgomery bus, we hear little about what black women activists
did prior to 1960. Perhaps this gap is due to the severe repression that radicals of any
color in America faced as early as the 1930s, and into the Red Scare of the 1950s. To
be radical, and black and a woman was to be forced to the margins and consequently,
these women’s stories have been deeply buried and all but forgotten by the general
public and historians alike. In this exciting work of historical recovery, Dayo F. Gore
unearths and examines a dynamic, extended network of black radical women during
the early Cold War, including established Communist Party activists such as Claudia
Jones, artists and writers such as Beulah Richardson, and lesser known organizers
such as Vicki Garvin and Thelma Dale. These women were part of a black left that laid
much of the groundwork for both the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and later
strains of black radicalism. Radicalism at the Crossroads offers a sustained and indepth analysis of the political thought and activism of black women radicals during the
Cold War period and adds a new dimension to our understanding of this tumultuous
time in United States history.
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes that offer details on Kim
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Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle Ho," and Cuba under Castro.
During the early years of the Cold War, racial segregation in the American South
became an embarrassing liability to the international reputation of the United States.
For America to present itself as a model of democracy in contrast to the Soviet Union's
totalitarianism, Jim Crow needed to end. While the discourse of anticommunism added
the leverage of national security to the moral claims of the civil rights movement, the
proliferation of Red Scare rhetoric also imposed limits on the socioeconomic changes
necessary for real equality. Describing the ways anticommunism impaired the struggle
for civil rights, James Zeigler reconstructs how Red Scare rhetoric during the Cold War
assisted the black freedom struggle's demands for equal rights but labeled "unAmerican" calls for reparations. To track the power of this volatile discourse, Zeigler
investigates how radical black artists and intellectuals managed to answer
anticommunism with critiques of Cold War culture. Stubbornly addressed to an
American public schooled in Red Scare hyperbole, black radicalism insisted that
antiracist politics require a leftist critique of capitalism. Zeigler examines publicity
campaigns against Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s alleged Communist Party loyalties and
the import of the Cold War in his oratory. He documents a Central Intelligence Agencysponsored anthology of ex-Communist testimonials. He takes on the protest essays of
Richard Wright and C. L. R. James, as well as Frank Marshall Davis's leftist journalism.
The uncanny return of Red Scare invective in reaction to President Obama's election
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further substantiates anticommunism's lasting rhetorical power as Zeigler discusses
conspiracy theories that claim Davis groomed President Obama to become a secret
Communist. Long after playing a role in the demise of Jim Crow, the Cold War Red
Scare still contributes to the persistence of racism in America.
In this cultural history of the origins of the Cold War, John Fousek argues boldly that
American nationalism provided the ideological glue for the broad public consensus that
supported U.S. foreign policy in the Cold War era. From the late 1940s through the late
1980s, the United States waged cold war against the Soviet Union not primarily in the
name of capitalism or Western civilization--neither of which would have united the
American people behind the cause--but in the name of America. Through close
readings of sources that range from presidential speeches and popular magazines to
labor union debates and the African American press, Fousek shows how traditional
nationalist ideas about national greatness, providential mission, and manifest destiny
influenced postwar public culture and shaped U.S. foreign policy discourse during the
crucial period from the end of World War II to the beginning of the Korean War.
Ultimately, he says, in the atmosphere created by apparently unceasing international
crises, Americans rallied around the flag, eventually coming to equate national loyalty
with global anticommunism and an interventionist foreign policy.
“This book helps to set the record straight, not just through the facts of O'Dell's life, but
through introducing the reader to O'Dell's powerful analysis.”—Bill Fletcher Jr., coauthor
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of Solidarity Divided “Jack O'Dell describes an 'easy journey…[and] an easy course'
through his extraordinary life. But there was and is nothing easy about the roles Jack
played—and continues to play—as strategist, tactician, mentor, and leader in so many
campaigns for justice. As often behind the scenes as in front of the microphone, Jack
fought for internationalism in the African-American freedom movement and held the
internationalist movement accountable for fighting racism. Jack O'Dell resides among
the greats in the pantheon of our movements and of our country. His words continue to
shape our history.”—Phyllis Bennis, author of Challenging Empire: How People,
Governments and the UN Defy U.S. Power "Jack O'Dell is one of the great unsung
heroes of the Black Freedom Movement. Climbin' Jacob's Ladder offers a fascinating
and inspiring chronicle of O'Dell's long career through his own writings. With a brilliant
and exhaustive introduction by Nikhil Singh, one of the sharpest radical thinkers of his
generation, this collection is a vital addendum and corrective to our existing knowledge
of the 'long' Civil Rights Movement and its legacy."—Barbara Ransby, author of Ella
Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic Vision
A leading African American Communist, lawyer William L. Patterson (1891–1980) was
instrumental in laying the groundwork for the defeat of Jim Crowby virtue of his
leadership of the Scottsboro campaign in the 1930s. In this watershed biography,
historian Gerald Horne shows how Patterson helped to advance African American
equality by fostering and leveraging international support for the movement. Horne
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highlights key moments in Patterson's global activism: his early education in the Soviet
Union, his involvement with the Scottsboro trials and other high-profile civil rights cases
of the 1930s to 1950s, his 1951 "We Charge Genocide" petition to the United Nations,
and his later work with prisons and the Black Panther Party. Through Patterson's story,
Horne examines how the Cold War affected the freedom movement, with civil rights
leadership sometimes disavowing African American leftists in exchange for
concessions from the U.S. government. He also probes the complex and often
contradictory relationship between the Communist Party and the African American
community, including the impact of the FBI's infiltration of the Communist Party.
Drawing from government and FBI documents, newspapers, periodicals, archival and
manuscript collections, and personal papers, Horne documents Patterson's
effectiveness at carrying the freedom struggle into the global arena and provides a
fresh perspective on twentieth-century struggles for racial justice.
Conventional wisdom holds that television was a co-conspirator in the repressions of Cold War
America, that it was a facilitator to the blacklist and handmaiden to McCarthyism. But Thomas
Doherty argues that, through the influence of television, America actually became a more open
and tolerant place. Although many books have been written about this period, Cold War, Cool
Medium is the only one to examine it through the lens of television programming. To the
unjaded viewership of Cold War America, the television set was not a harbinger of intellectual
degradation and moral decay, but a thrilling new household appliance capable of bringing the
wonders of the world directly into the home. The "cool medium" permeated the lives of every
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American, quickly becoming one of the most powerful cultural forces of the twentieth century.
While television has frequently been blamed for spurring the rise of Senator Joseph McCarthy,
it was also the national stage upon which America witnessed—and ultimately welcomed—his
downfall. In this provocative and nuanced cultural history, Doherty chronicles some of the most
fascinating and ideologically charged episodes in television history: the warm-hearted Jewish
sitcom The Goldbergs; the subversive threat from I Love Lucy; the sermons of Fulton J. Sheen
on Life Is Worth Living; the anticommunist series I Led 3 Lives; the legendary jousts between
Edward R. Murrow and Joseph McCarthy on See It Now; and the hypnotic, 188-hour political
spectacle that was the Army-McCarthy hearings. By rerunning the programs, freezing the
frames, and reading between the lines, Cold War, Cool Medium paints a picture of Cold War
America that belies many black-and-white clichés. Doherty not only details how the blacklist
operated within the television industry but also how the shows themselves struggled to defy it,
arguing that television was preprogrammed to reinforce the very freedoms that McCarthyism
attempted to curtail.
The story of the civil rights movement typically begins with the Montgomery bus boycott of
1955 and culminates with the 1965 voting rights struggle in Selma. But as Martha Biondi
shows, a grassroots struggle for racial equality in the urban North began a full ten years before
the rise of the movement in the South. This story is an essential first chapter, not only to the
southern movement that followed, but to the riots that erupted in northern and western cities
just as the civil rights movement was achieving major victories. Biondi tells the story of African
Americans who mobilized to make the war against fascism a launching pad for a postwar
struggle against white supremacy at home. Rather than seeking integration in the abstract,
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black New Yorkers demanded first-class citizenship--jobs for all, affordable housing, protection
from police violence, access to higher education, and political representation. This powerful
local push for economic and political equality met broad resistance, yet managed to win
several landmark laws barring discrimination and segregation. To Stand and Fight
demonstrates how black New Yorkers launched the modern civil rights struggle and left a rich
legacy. Table of Contents: Prologue: The Rise of the Struggle for Negro Rights 1 Jobs for All 2
Black Mobilization and Civil Rights Politics 3 Lynching, Northern style 4 Desegregating the
metropolis 5 Dead Letter Legislation 6 An Unnatural Division of People 7 Anticommunism and
Civil Rights 8 The Paradoxical Effects of the Cold War 9 Racial Violence in the Free World 10
Lift Every Voice and Vote 11 Resisting Resegregation 12 To Stand and Fight Epilogue:
Another Kind of America Notes Acknowledgments Illustration Credits Index Reviews of this
book: Historians have thoroughly documented the experiences of those African Americans who
lived in the South and worked to repeal Jim Crow laws. However, in this work, Biondi explores
what she calls 'the struggle for Negro rights' in New York City, an exploration resulting in a
stark reminder of the daily challenges facing blacks who lived in northern cities...With its
detailed discussions of the American Labor Party, the Communist Party, Black Nationalism,
Adam Clayton Powell Jr., W. E. B. Dubois, Roy Wilkins, and, especially, Paul Robeson, this
work should be required reading for all historians interested in the post-WW II experience of
African Americans in the urban North. --T. D. Beal, Choice Reviews of this book: In this
meticulously researched monograph, Biondi reminds the reader that the struggle for black civil
rights was waged in the North before it was joined in the South. She documents the fight
against racial discrimination in hiring, police brutality, housing segregation, lack of political
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representation, and inadequate schools in New York City between 1946 and 1954...Biondi's
writing is crisp and direct. She introduces the reader to a host of activists whose efforts
deserve to be remembered. Unfortunately, most of the causes they championed remain with
us today. --Paul T. Murray, MultiCultural Review With stunning research and powerful
arguments, Martha Biondi charts a new direction in civil rights history - the northern side of the
black freedom struggle. Biondi presents postwar New York as a battleground, no less than the
Jim Crow South, for the fight against police brutality and discrimination in employment,
housing, retail stores, and places of amusement. Men and women, trade unionists and
religious leaders, integrationists and separatists, liberals and the Left come together in this
pathbreaking study of America's largest and most cosmopolitan city. --Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham,, editor-in-chief of The Harvard Guide to African-American History To Stand and
Fight brilliantly re-writes the history of postwar social movements in New York City. Martha
Biondi has not only extended our view of the civil rights movement to the urban North, but she
places the movement squarely within an international framework. She redefines the
movement, focusing on the specific struggles that mattered: jobs, welfare, housing, police
misconduct, political representation, and black people's ongoing battle for independence in the
colonies. To Stand and Fight will stand out as a major contribution to an already burgeoning
field of civil rights studies. --Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical
Imagination To Stand and Fight establishes that New York was as important a battleground for
racial equality as Montgomery or Birmingham. Martha Biondi has done a great service by
uncovering the rich and largely forgotten history of New York's role in the African American
freedom struggle. --Thomas J. Sugrue, author of The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and
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Inequality in Postwar Detroit
Detroit's Cold War locates the roots of American conservatism in a city that was a nexus of
labor and industry in postwar America. Drawing on meticulous archival research focusing on
Detroit, Colleen Doody shows how conflict over business values and opposition to labor,
anticommunism, racial animosity, and religion led to the development of a conservative ethos
in the aftermath of World War II. Using Detroit--with its large population of African-American
and Catholic immigrant workers, strong union presence, and starkly segregated urban
landscape--as a case study, Doody articulates a nuanced understanding of anticommunism
during the Red Scare. Looking beyond national politics, she focuses on key debates occurring
at the local level among a wide variety of common citizens. In examining this city's social and
political fabric, Doody illustrates that domestic anticommunism was a cohesive, multifaceted
ideology that arose less from Soviet ideological incursion than from tensions within the
American public.
Antiblackness investigates the ways in which the dehumanization of Black people has been
foundational to the establishment of modernity. Drawing on Black feminism, Afropessimism,
and critical race theory, the book's contributors trace forms of antiblackness across time and
space, from nineteenth-century slavery to the categorization of Latinx in the 2020 census, from
South Africa and Palestine to the Chickasaw homelands, from the White House to convict
lease camps, prisons, and schools. Among other topics, they examine the centrality of
antiblackness in the introduction of Carolina rice to colonial India, the presence of Black people
and Native Americans in the public discourse of precolonial Korea, and the practices of denial
that obscure antiblackness in contemporary France. Throughout, the contributors demonstrate
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that any analysis of white supremacy---indeed, of the world---that does not contend with
antiblackness is incomplete. Contributors. Mohan Ambikaipaker, Jodi A. Byrd, Iyko Day,
Anthony Paul Farley, Crystal Marie Fleming, Sarah Haley, Tanya Katerí Hernández, Sarah
Ihmoud, Joy James, Moon-Kie Jung, Jae Kyun Kim, Charles W. Mills, Dylan Rodríguez, Zach
Sell, João H. Costa Vargas, Frank B. Wilderson III, Connie Wun
Vaughn Rasberry turns to black culture and politics for an alternative history of the totalitarian
century. He shows how black writers reimagined the standard anti-fascist, anti-communist
narrative through the lens of racial injustice, with the U.S. as a tyrannical force in the Third
World but also an agent of Asian and African independence.
How forty-one women—including Dorothy Parker, Gypsy Rose Lee, and Lena Horne—were
forced out of American television and radio in the 1950s “Red Scare.” At the dawn of the Cold
War era, forty-one women working in American radio and television were placed on a media
blacklist and forced from their industry. The ostensible reason: so-called Communist influence.
But in truth these women—among them Dorothy Parker, Lena Horne, and Gypsy Rose
Lee—were, by nature of their diversity and ambition, a threat to the traditional portrayal of the
American family on the airwaves. This book from Goldsmiths Press describes what American
radio and television lost when these women were blacklisted, documenting their aspirations
and achievements. Through original archival research and access to FBI blacklist documents,
The Broadcast 41 details the blacklisted women's attempts in the 1930s and 1940s to depict
America as diverse, complicated, and inclusive. The book tells a story about what happens
when non-male, non-white perspectives are excluded from media industries, and it imagines
what the new medium of television might have looked like had dissenting viewpoints not been
Page 11/28

Download File PDF Anticommunism And The African American Freedom
Movement Another Side Of The Story Contemporary Black History
eliminated at such a formative moment. The all-white, male-dominated Leave it to Beaver
America about which conservative politicians wax nostalgic existed largely because of the
forcible silencing of these forty-one women and others like them. For anyone concerned with
the ways in which our cultural narrative is constructed, this book offers an urgent reminder of
the myths we perpetuate when a select few dominate the airwaves.
Anticommunism and the African American Freedom MovementAnother Side of the
StorySpringer
During the period 1945 1960, the United States developed an intense fervor of anticommunism
and strove to prevent the spread of communism to other nations, particularly the Indochina
region. As a result, the government ignored or responded inadequately to key social events at
home affecting both women and African Americans. This thesis will explore the extent of the
active involvement in Indochina to prevent the spread of communism and the effects of that
involvement on major social issues at home concerning African Americans and women. The
United States had numerous opportunities to discontinue its involvement in Indochina, but it
repeatedly chose to remain an important participant in the events that took place in that
country from 1945-1960. As our involvement intensified, less attention was given to
discrimination, educational, workforce, and civil rights issues that concerned African Americans
and women. A slight period of peace allowed these groups to petition the government for help,
but the response was often inadequate. As a result, these two groups formed social and
political committees that would later become a major factor in the Civil Rights Movements of
the 1960s. The research for this thesis included both primary and secondary sources. The
primary sources include documents from the Eisenhower Public Library (accessed online), the
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Truman Public Library (accessed online), and personal accounts from those involved in the
government and social actions at this time. The majority of the material was available from the
Sherrod Library at East Tennessee State University. The conclusions drawn from this research
are: a) the United States government demonstrated the precedence of fighting communism
over domestic issues both by the choice to remain an active participant in Indochina and by the
extent of involvement; b) African American issues were often ignored unless some type of
public demonstration forced the government to take notice and act; c) the anticommunist
movement caused the government to overlook issues facing women to the point that the
outrage generated by the ambivalence led women to revolt from traditional stereotypes to gain
equal rights.

This book explores how Pugwash scientists established a role in conflict
moderation, what held this project together and how state actors in East and
West perceived their efforts, complicating existing narratives about “Pugwash”
and challenging notions about the naivety of scientists.
A groundbreaking contribution to the history of the "long Civil Rights movement,"
Hammer and Hoe tells the story of how, during the 1930s and 40s, Communists
took on Alabama's repressive, racist police state to fight for economic justice, civil
and political rights, and racial equality. The Alabama Communist Party was made
up of working people without a Euro-American radical political tradition: devoutly
religious and semiliterate black laborers and sharecroppers, and a handful of
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whites, including unemployed industrial workers, housewives, youth, and
renegade liberals. In this book, Robin D. G. Kelley reveals how the experiences
and identities of these people from Alabama's farms, factories, mines, kitchens,
and city streets shaped the Party's tactics and unique political culture. The result
was a remarkably resilient movement forged in a racist world that had little
tolerance for radicals. After discussing the book's origins and impact in a new
preface written for this twenty-fifth-anniversary edition, Kelley reflects on what a
militantly antiracist, radical movement in the heart of Dixie might teach
contemporary social movements confronting rampant inequality, police violence,
mass incarceration, and neoliberalism.
In 1958, an African-American handyman named Jimmy Wilson was sentenced to
die in Alabama for stealing two dollars. Shocking as this sentence was, it was
overturned only after intense international attention and the interference of an
embarrassed John Foster Dulles. Soon after the United States' segregated
military defeated a racist regime in World War II, American racism was a major
concern of U.S. allies, a chief Soviet propaganda theme, and an obstacle to
American Cold War goals throughout Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Each
lynching harmed foreign relations, and "the Negro problem" became a central
issue in every administration from Truman to Johnson. In what may be the best
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analysis of how international relations affected any domestic issue, Mary Dudziak
interprets postwar civil rights as a Cold War feature. She argues that the Cold
War helped facilitate key social reforms, including desegregation. Civil rights
activists gained tremendous advantage as the government sought to polish its
international image. But improving the nation's reputation did not always require
real change. This focus on image rather than substance--combined with
constraints on McCarthy-era political activism and the triumph of law-and-order
rhetoric--limited the nature and extent of progress. Archival information, much of
it newly available, supports Dudziak's argument that civil rights was Cold War
policy. But the story is also one of people: an African-American veteran of World
War II lynched in Georgia; an attorney general flooded by civil rights petitions
from abroad; the teenagers who desegregated Little Rock's Central High; African
diplomats denied restaurant service; black artists living in Europe and supporting
the civil rights movement from overseas; conservative politicians viewing
desegregation as a communist plot; and civil rights leaders who saw their
struggle eclipsed by Vietnam. Never before has any scholar so directly
connected civil rights and the Cold War. Contributing mightily to our
understanding of both, Dudziak advances--in clear and lively prose--a new wave
of scholarship that corrects isolationist tendencies in American history by
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applying an international perspective to domestic affairs.
After World War II the United States faced two preeminent challenges: how to
administer its responsibilities abroad as the world's strongest power, and how to
manage the rising movement at home for racial justice and civil rights. The effort
to contain the growing influence of the Soviet Union resulted in the Cold War, a
conflict that emphasized the American commitment to freedom. The absence of
that freedom for nonwhite American citizens confronted the nation's leaders with
an embarrassing contradiction. Racial discrimination after 1945 was a foreign as
well as a domestic problem. World War II opened the door to both the U.S. civil
rights movement and the struggle of Asians and Africans abroad for
independence from colonial rule. America's closest allies against the Soviet
Union, however, were colonial powers whose interests had to be balanced
against those of the emerging independent Third World in a multiracial,
anticommunist alliance. At the same time, U.S. racial reform was essential to
preserve the domestic consensus needed to sustain the Cold War struggle. The
Cold War and the Color Line is the first comprehensive examination of how the
Cold War intersected with the final destruction of global white supremacy.
Thomas Borstelmann pays close attention to the two Souths--Southern Africa
and the American South--as the primary sites of white authority's last stand. He
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reveals America's efforts to contain the racial polarization that threatened to
unravel the anticommunist western alliance. In so doing, he recasts the history of
American race relations in its true international context, one that is meaningful
and relevant for our own era of globalization. Table of Contents: Preface
Prologue 1. Race and Foreign Relations before 1945 2. Jim Crow's Coming Out
3. The Last Hurrah of the Old Color Line 4. Revolutions in the American South
and Southern Africa 5. The Perilous Path to Equality 6. The End of the Cold War
and White Supremacy Epilogue Notes Archives and Manuscript Collections Index
Reviews of this book: In rich, informing detail enlivened with telling anecdote,
Cornell historian Borstelmann unites under one umbrella two commonly
separated strains of the U.S. post-WWII experience: our domestic political and
cultural history, where the Civil Rights movement holds center stage, and our
foreign policy, where the Cold War looms largest...No history could be more
timely or more cogent. This densely detailed book, wide ranging in its sources,
contains lessons that could play a vital role in reshaping American foreign and
domestic policy. --Publishers Weekly Reviews of this book: [Borstelmann traces]
the constellation of racial challenges each administration faced (focusing
particularly on African affairs abroad and African American civil rights at home),
rather than highlighting the crises that made headlines...By avoiding the crutch of
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"turning points" for storytelling convenience, he makes a convincing case that no
single event can be untied from a constantly thickening web of connections
among civil rights, American foreign policy, and world affairs. --Jesse Berrett,
Village Voice Reviews of this book: Borstelmann...analyzes the history of white
supremacy in relation to the history of the Cold War, with particular emphasis on
both African Americans and Africa. In a book that makes a good supplement to
Mary Dudziak's Cold War Civil Rights, he dissects the history of U.S. domestic
race relations and foreign relations over the past half-century...This book
provides new insights into the dynamics of American foreign policy and
international affairs and will undoubtedly be a useful and welcome addition to the
literature on U.S. foreign policy and race relations. Recommended. --Edward G.
McCormack, Library Journal
The McCarthy-era witch hunts marked the culmination of an anticommunist
crusade launched after the First World War. With Bolshevism triumphant in
Russia and public discontent shaking the United States, conservatives at every
level of government and business created a network dedicated to sweeping away
the "spider web" of radicalism they saw threatening the nation. In this
groundbreaking study, Nick Fischer shines a light on right-wing activities during
the interwar period. Conservatives, eager to dispel communism's appeal to the
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working class, railed against a supposed Soviet-directed conspiracy composed of
socialists, trade unions, peace and civil liberties groups, feminists, liberals, aliens,
and Jews. Their rhetoric and power made for devastating weapons in their
systematic war for control of the country against progressive causes. But, as
Fischer shows, the term spider web far more accurately described the
anticommunist movement than it did the makeup and operations of international
communism. Fischer details how anticommunist myths and propaganda
influenced mainstream politics in America, and how its ongoing efforts paved the
way for the McCarthyite Fifties--and augured the conservative backlash that
would one day transform American politics.
In this transnational account of black protest, Nicholas Grant examines how
African Americans engaged with, supported, and were inspired by the South
African anti-apartheid movement. Bringing black activism into conversation with
the foreign policy of both the U.S. and South African governments, this study
questions the dominant perception that U.S.-centered anticommunism decimated
black international activism. Instead, by tracing the considerable amount of time,
money, and effort the state invested into responding to black international
criticism, Grant outlines the extent to which the U.S. and South African
governments were forced to reshape and occasionally reconsider their racial
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policies in the Cold War world. This study shows how African Americans and
black South Africans navigated transnationally organized state repression in
ways that challenged white supremacy on both sides of the Atlantic. The political
and cultural ties that they forged during the 1940s and 1950s are testament to
the insistence of black activists in both countries that the struggle against
apartheid and Jim Crow were intimately interconnected.
This collection of essays looks at the impact of anticommunism on black political
culture during the early years of the Cold War, with an eye toward local and
individual stories that offer insight into larger national and international issues.
Anti-communism has long been a potent force in American politics, capable of
gripping both government and popular attention. Nowhere is this more evident
that the two great 'red scares' of 1919-20 and 1946-54; the latter generally - if
somewhat inaccurately - termed McCarthyism. The interlude between these two
major scares has tended to garner less attention, but as this volume makes clear,
the lingering effects of 1919-20 and the gathering storm-clouds of 'McCarthyism'
were clearly visible throughout the 20s and 30s, even if in a more low-key way.
Indeed, the period between the two great red scares was marked by frequent
instances of political repression, often justified on anti-communist grounds, at
local, state and federal levels. Yet these events have been curiously neglected in
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the history of American political repression and anti-communism, perhaps
because much of the material deals with events scattered in time and space
which never reached the intensity of the two great scares. By focusing on this
twenty-five year 'interim' period, the essays in this collection bridge the gap
between the two high-profile 'red scares' thus offering a much more
contextualised and fluid narrative for American anti-communism. In so doing the
rationale and motivations for the 'red scares' can be seen as part of an evolving
political landscape, rather than as isolated bouts of hysteria exploding onto - and
then vanishing from - the political scene. Instead, a much more nuanced
appreciation of the conflicting interests and fears of government, politicians,
organised labour, free-speech advocates, employers, and the press is offered,
which will be of interest to anyone wishing to better understand the political
history of modern America.
This is a transnational history of the activist and intellectual network that
connected the Black freedom struggle in the United States to liberation
movements across the globe in the aftermath of World War II. John Munro charts
the emergence of an anticolonial front within the postwar Black liberation
movement comprising organisations such as the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, the Council on African Affairs and the American
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Society for African Culture and leading figures such as W. E. B. Du Bois, Claudia
Jones, Alphaeus Hunton, George Padmore, Richard Wright, Esther Cooper
Jackson, Jack O'Dell and C. L. R. James. Drawing on a diverse array of personal
papers, organisational records, novels, newspapers and scholarly literatures, the
book follows the fortunes of this political formation, recasting the Cold War in light
of decolonisation and racial capitalism and the postwar history of the United
States in light of global developments.
The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation explains the startling facts
about the major menace of our time, communism: what it is, how it works, what
its aims are, the real dangers it poses, and what loyal American citizens must
know to protect their freedom. MASTERS OF DECEIT is a powerful and
informative book--a firsthand account of American communism from its
beginnings to the present, written by a man more intimately familiar with the
complete story than any other American. Mr. Hoover shows the day-to-day
operations of the Communist Party, USA: who the communists are, what they
claim, why people become communists and why some break away. He describes
life within the Party, communist strategy and tactics, methods of mass agitation
and underground infiltration, espionage, sabotage, and its treatment of minorities.
The picture of what life in this country would be under communism (toward which
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thousands of misguided Americans actually are working now!) is vivid and
shocking. The forceful, driving message of this book is clarified with many
incidents and anecdotes, definitions of communist terms, key dates, and a list of
international communist organizations and publications which illustrate the
communist Trojan horse in action. And it concretely outlines just what you can do
now to combat the evils of the "false religion" of communism, so that you can
stay free. MASTERS OF DECEIT is one of the most important books of our
time--a warning of the clear and present danger to our way of life.
In American Anticommunism Heale examines the various forms American
reactions to this perceived threat have taken, from the attacks on workers in the
Haymarket Riot to the widespread "witch hunts" of Senator Joe McCarthy.
Intended for high school and college students, teachers, adult educational
groups, and general readers, this book is of value to them primarily as a learning
and reference tool. It also provides a critical perspective on the actions and
legacies of ordinary and elite blacks and their non-black allies.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF 2020 BY NPR, THE FINANCIAL
TIMES, AND GQ The hidden story of the wanton slaughter -- in Indonesia, Latin
America, and around the world -- backed by the United States. In 1965, the U.S.
government helped the Indonesian military kill approximately one million innocent
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civilians. This was one of the most important turning points of the twentieth
century, eliminating the largest communist party outside China and the Soviet
Union and inspiring copycat terror programs in faraway countries like Brazil and
Chile. But these events remain widely overlooked, precisely because the CIA's
secret interventions were so successful. In this bold and comprehensive new
history, Vincent Bevins builds on his incisive reporting for the Washington Post,
using recently declassified documents, archival research and eye-witness
testimony collected across twelve countries to reveal a shocking legacy that
spans the globe. For decades, it's been believed that parts of the developing
world passed peacefully into the U.S.-led capitalist system. The Jakarta Method
demonstrates that the brutal extermination of unarmed leftists was a fundamental
part of Washington's final triumph in the Cold War.
At the height of the cold war, southern segregationists exploited the reigning
mood of anxiety by linking the civil rights movement to an international
Communist conspiracy. Jeff Woods tells a gripping story of fervent crusaders for
racial equality swept into the maelstrom of the South's siege mentality, of crafty
political opportunists who played upon white southerners' very real fear of
Communists, and of a people who saw lurking enemies and detected red
propaganda everywhere. In their strange double identity as both defiant
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Confederate flag-wavers fiercely protecting regional sovereignty and as American
superpatriots, many southerners stood ready to defend against subversives be
they red or black. Concentrating on the phenomenon at its most intense period,
Woods makes vivid the fearful synergy that developed between racist forces and
the anti-Communist cause, reveals the often illegal means used to wash the
movement red, and documents the gross waste of public funds in pursuing an
almost nonexistent threat. Though ultimately unsuccessful in convincing
Americans outside of Dixie that the civil rights protests were controlled by
Moscow, the southern red scare forced movement activists to distance
themselves from the Marxist elements in their midst -- thereby gaining the
sympathy of the American people while losing the support of some of their most
passionate antiracist campaigners. A product of vast archival research and the
latest literature on this increasingly popular subject, this is the first book to
consider the southern red scare as a unique regional phenomenon rather than an
offshoot of McCarthyism or massive resistance. Addressing the fundamental
struggle of Americans to balance liberty and security in an atmosphere of racial
prejudice and ideological conflict, it will be equally compelling for students of civil
rights, southern history, the cold war, and American anti-Communism.
The anticommunist crusade of the Federal Bureau of Investigation did not start
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with the Cold War. Based on research in the early files of the FBI's predecessor,
the Bureau of Investigation, the author describes how the federal security officials
played a decisive role in bringing about the first anticommunist hysteria in the US,
the Red Scare in 1919 to 1920. The Bureau's political role, it is argued, originated
in the attempt by the modern federal state during the early decades of the 20th
century to regulate and control any organised opposition to the political,
economic and social order.
Bourgeois Radicals explores the NAACP's key role in the liberation of Africans
and Asians across the globe even as it fought Jim Crow on the home front during
the long civil rights movement. In the eyes of the NAACP's leaders, the way to
create a stable international system, stave off communism in Africa and Asia, and
prevent capitalist exploitation was to embed human rights, with its economic and
cultural protections, in the transformation of colonies into nations. Indeed, the
NAACP aided in the liberation struggles of multiple African and Asian countries
within the limited ideological space of the Second Red Scare. However, its vision
of a "third way" to democracy and nationhood for the hundreds of millions in Asia
and Africa was only partially realized due to a toxic combination of the Cold War,
Jim Crow, and die-hard imperialism. Bourgeois Radicals examines the toll that
internationalism took on the organization and illuminates the linkages between
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the struggle for human rights and the fight for colonial independence.
The American anticommunist movement has been viewed as a product of right-wing
hysteria that deeply scarred our society and institutions. This book restores the struggle
against communism to its historic place in American life. Richard Gid Powers shows
that McCarthyism, red-baiting, and black-listing were only one aspect of this struggle
and that the movement was in fact composed of a wide range of Americans--Jews,
Protestants, blacks, Catholics, Socialists, union leaders, businessmen, and
conservatives--whose ideas and political initiatives were rooted not in ignorance and
fear but in real knowledge and experience of the Communist system. "Not Without
Power is superbly written and richly detailed. Perceptive and thoughtful, it is an
impressively thorough and valuable book."--David J. Garrow "One of the contributions
of [Powers's] provocative narrative history is to bring to life certain segments of antiCommunist opinion that have largely been forgotten."--Sean Wilentz, New York Times
Book Review "[Powers] makes extensive use of primary sources and uncovers much
that is new. He vividly recreates the complex relationships within and between several
ethnic and radical communities within the United States, including their firsthand and
often disillusioning experience with communism. . . . The depth and range of his work
add a great deal to knowledge."--Journal of American History "A valuable, wellexecuted study and summation of a vast topic, one whose various threads the author
has woven into a rich tapestry."--Richard M. Fried, Reviews in American History
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Illuminates a pathbreaking black radical feminist politics forged by black women leftists
active in the U.S. Communist Party between its founding in 1919 and its demise in the
1950s.
Table of contents
Historians generally portray the 1950s as a conservative era when anticommunism and
the Cold War subverted domestic reform, crushed political dissent, and ended liberal
dreams of social democracy. These years, historians tell us, represented a turn to the
right, a negation of New Deal liberalism, an end to reform. Jennifer A. Delton argues
that, far from subverting the New Deal state, anticommunism and the Cold War
enabled, fulfilled, and even surpassed the New Deal's reform agenda. Anticommunism
solidified liberal political power and the Cold War justified liberal goals such as jobs
creation, corporate regulation, economic redevelopment, and civil rights. She shows
how despite President Eisenhower's professed conservativism, he maintained the
highest tax rates in U.S. history, expanded New Deal programs, and supported major
civil rights reforms.
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