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Anthropology Of Religion Magic And Witchcraft
Anthropology of Religion: The Basics is an accessible and engaging introductory text organized around key issues that all anthropologists of
religion face. This book uses a wide range of historical and ethnographic examples to address not only what is studied by anthropologists of
religion, but how such studies are approached. It addresses questions such as: How do human agents interact with gods and spirits? What is
the nature of doing religious ethnography? Can the immaterial be embodied in the body, language and material objects? What is the role of
ritual, time, and place in religion? Why is charisma important for religious movements? How do global processes interact with religions? With
international case studies from a range of religious traditions, suggestions for further reading, and inventive reflection boxes, Anthropology of
Religion: The Basics is an essential read for students approaching the subject for the first time.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides gives all of the outlines, highlights, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only
Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanies: 9780872893795. This item is printed on demand.
This accessible and illuminating book explores the classical opposition between magic, science and religion.
This concise introductory textbook emphasizes the major concepts of both anthropology and the anthropology of religion. It is aimed at
students encountering anthropology for the first time. Reviewers describe the text as vivid, rich, user-friendly, accessible, and well-organized.
The Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft examines religious expression from a cross-cultural perspective while incorporating key
theoretical concepts. In addition to providing a basic overview of anthropology, including definition of key terms and exposure to
ethnographies, the text exposes students to the varying complexity of world religions.
'Religion as Magical Ideology' examines the relationship between rationality and supernatural beliefs arguing that such beliefs are products of
evolution, cognition and culture. The book does not offer a false rapprochement between reason and religion; instead, it explores their
interrelationship as a series of complex adaptations between cognitive and cultural processes. Exploring the nature of the tension between
religious traditions and reason, 'Religion as Magical Ideology' develops a dual inheritance theory of religion - which combines the cognitive
byproduct and prosocial adaptation accounts - and analyses the connection between the function of a belief and the degree of protection it
gets from potential counter-evidence. With discussion ranging from individual cognitive mechanisms, general functional considerations, to the
limits of evolutionary and cognitive processes, the book offers readers a systematic account of how cognition shapes religious beliefs and
practices.
Exploring the idea of the museum as a ritual site, this volume looks at contemporary experience across Europe and Africa to reveal the
different ways in which various actors involved in cultural production dramatize and ritualize such places.
This book contains three prolific essays by the world renown polish anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski. First published in 1926, Magic,
Science and Religion provides its readers with a seminal collection of texts exploring the concepts of magic, religion, science, rite and myth,
detailing how they interlink to offer exciting and informative insights into the Trobrianders of New Guinea. A must-have for any students of
anthropology and collectors of Malinowski’s work, we are republishing this classic work with a new introductory biography of the author.
First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Western popular culture is saturated with ideas drawn from religious institutions and a variety of other forms of awareness. In an
age that many view as secular, news accounts are replete with sensationalist stories about inexplicable supernatural events. The
Occult, mythology, vampires, zombies, ghosts and apparitions, and paranormal activity are but a few of the supernatural or
cosmological themes and images that are felt in everyday life. Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion in the Media, represents a unique
effort to capture a cross-section of these events in media reportage and analyze them through the lens of anthropology. The
essays selected for this text, which are drawn from a variety of news media and online sources, are clustered around important
themes and discussed in terms of their impact on society. They illustrate how "classic" observations and theory made by social
and cultural anthropologists have "real world" application in the here-and-now of everyday American life. This is an ideal
supplemental text for introductory and general education courses on "the anthropology of religion," yet it is accessible to an
educated public.
Randall Styers seeks to account for the vitality of scholarly discourse purporting to define and explain magic despite its failure to
do just that. He argues that it can best be explained in light of the European and Euro-American drive to establish and secure their
own identity as normative.
Magic Witchcraft and Religion: A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion takes an anthropological approach to the study of
religious beliefs and practices, both strange and familiar. The engaging articles on all key issues related to the anthropology of
religion grab the attention of students, while giving them an excellent foundation in contemporary ideas and approaches in the
field. The multiple authors included in each chapter represent a range of interests, geographic foci, and ways of looking at each
subject. Features of the ninth edition include new study questions and articles, as well as updated discussions on religion, illness,
healing, and death.
Since the emergence of religious studies and the social sciences as academic disciplines, the concept of "magic" has played a
major role in defining religion and in mediating the relation of religion to science. Across these disciplines, magic has regularly
been configured as a definitively non-modern phenomenon, juxtaposed to distinctly modern models of religion and science. Yet
this notion of magic has remained stubbornly amorphous. In Making Magic, Randall Styers seeks to account for the extraordinary
vitality of scholarly discourse purporting to define and explain magic despite its failure to do just that. He argues that this
persistence can best be explained in light of the Western drive to establish and secure distinctive norms for modern identity, norms
based on narrow forms of instrumental rationality, industrious labor, rigidly defined sexual roles, and the containment of wayward
forms of desire. Magic has served to designate a form of alterity or deviance against which dominant Western notions of
appropriate religious piety, legitimate scientific rationality, and orderly social relations are brought into relief. Scholars have found
magic an invaluable tool in their efforts to define the appropriate boundaries of religion and science. On a broader level, says
Styers, magical thinking has served as an important foil for modernity itself. Debates over the nature of magic have offered a
particularly rich site at which scholars have worked to define and to contest the nature of modernity and norms for life in the
modern world.
Ritual and Belief: Readings in the Anthropology of Religion is a collection of 41 readings in religion, magic, and witchcraft. The
choice of readings is eclectic: no single anthropological approach or theoretical perspective dominates the text. Theoretical
significance, scholarly eminence of the author, and inherent interest provide the principal criteria, and each reading complements
its companion chapters, which are pedagogically coherent rather than ad hoc assemblages. Included among the theoretical
perspectives are structural-functionalism, structuralism, Malinowskian functionalism, cultural materialism, and cultural
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evolutionism; also included are the synchronic and diachronic approaches. The book offers a mixture of classic readings and more
recent contributions, and the 'world religions' are included along with examples from the religions of traditionally non-literate
cultures. As diverse a range of religious traditions as possible has been embraced, from various ethnic groups, traditions, and
places.
"Koen Stroeken's work is fascinating, thought-provoking, theoretically challenging and ethnographically penetrating. It is
anthropology, yes, and very true anthropology for that matter, but it is also a deep and unsettling experience finding its voice." *
Per Brandstrom, Uppsala University "The book is thoroughly engaging and a timely ......
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to ensure that youselect the correct ISBN.
Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual
schools, and registrations are not transferable. In addition,you may need a CourseID, provided by your instructor, to register for
and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not be
included when purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson; check with the seller before completing your purchase.
Used or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed
previously and you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from sellers other
than Pearson carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to
purchase. -Religion has experienced growing importance in recent years, and interest in the anthropological study of religion has increased as
well. This reference book offers a much-needed overview of the most significant topics and concerns in the field. Chapters by
expert contributors examine such matters as snake handling, magic and ritual, shamanism, and the role of religion in particular
cultures. Chapters contain extensive documentation, and a bibliography concludes the volume.
Examines religious expression from across-cultural perspective The Anthropology of Religion, Magic and Witchcraft, 4/e
incorporates key theoretical concepts while examining religious expression from a cross-cultural perspective. This concise
introductory title emphasizes the major concepts of both anthropology and the anthropology of religion. It is aimed at students
encountering anthropology for the first time. In addition to providing a basic overview of anthropology, including definition of key
terms and exposure to ethnographies, this book exposes students to the varying complexity of world religions. The fourth edition
continues to maintain a cross-cultural focus. Key features such as maps showing the locations of the societies discussed; classic
and recent literature; and key anthropological terms and exposure to ethnographies, truly help students understand the course
material! ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to ensure that you select the
correct ISBN.Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products exist for each title, including customized versions for
individual schools, and registrations are not transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your instructor, to
register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products
may not be included when purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson; check with the seller before completing your
purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been
redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from
sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller
prior to purchase. -Magic is arguably the least understood subject in anthropology today. Exotic and fascinating, it offers us a glimpse into another
world but it also threatens to undermine the foundations of anthropology due to its supposed irrational and non-scientific nature.
Magic has thus often been 'explained away' by social or psychological reduction. The Anthropology of Magic redresses the
balance and brings magic, as an aspect of consciousness, into focus through the use of classic texts and cutting-edge research.
Suitable for student and scholar alike, The Anthropology of Magic updates a classical anthropological debate concerning the
nature of human experience. A key theme is that human beings everywhere have the potential for magical consciousness. Taking
a new approach to some perennial topics in anthropology - such as shamanism, mythology, witchcraft and healing - the book
raises crucial theoretical and methodological issues to provide the reader with an engaging and critical understanding of the
dynamics of magic.
Anthropology's long and complex relationship to magic has been strongly influenced by western science and notions of rationality.
This book takes a refreshing new look at modern magic as practised by contemporary Pagans in Britain. It focuses on what
Pagans see as the essence of magic - a communication with an otherworldly reality. Examining issues of identity, gender and
morality, the author argues that the otherworld forms a central defining characteristic of magical practice. Integrating an
experiential ethnographic approach with an analysis of magic, this book asks penetrating questions about the nature of
otherworldly knowledge and argues that our scientific frameworks need re-envisioning. It is unique in providing an insider's view of
how magic is practised in contemporary western culture.
This concise and accessible textbook introduces students to the anthropological study of religion. Stein and Stein examine
religious expression from a cross-cultural perspective and expose students to the varying complexity of world religions. The
chapters incorporate key theoretical concepts and a rich range of ethnographic material. The fourth edition of The Anthropology of
Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft offers: • increased coverage of new religious movements, fundamentalism, and religion and
conflict/violence; • fresh case study material with examples drawn from around the globe; • further resources via a comprehensive
companion website. This is an essential guide for students encountering anthropology of religion for the first time.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are
included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with
optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys: 9780205516230 .
The Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and WitchcraftTaylor & Francis
Explores the meaning of religion in the life of traditional societies, examining mystical powers and beings, animals, wizards, rites of
passage, death and the afterlife, and other topics
The relationships between science and religion are about to enter a new phase in our contemporary world, as scientific knowledge
has become increasingly relevant in ordinary life, beyond the institutional public spaces where it traditionally developed. The
purpose of this volume is to analyze the relationships, possible articulations and contradictions between religion and science as
forms of life: ways of engaging human experience that originate in particular social and cultural formations. Contributions use this
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theoretical and ethnographic research to explore different scientific and religious cultures in the contemporary world.
Never Highlight a Book Again! Just the FACTS101 study guides give the student the textbook outlines, highlights, practice quizzes
and optional access to the full practice tests for their textbook.
Examines religious practices from an anthropological perspective Religions in Practice, 6/e, offers an issues-oriented perspective
on everyday religious behaviors – prayer, sacrifice, initiation, healing, etc. – by focusing on such topics as transnationalism,
gender, and religious laws. The text examines a full spectrum of religions, from small-scale societies to major, established
religions. The in-depth treatment of Islam, Hinduism, and Christianity is particularly noteworthy and easily supplemented with field
projects directly related to the text.
Many of our questions about religion, says renowned anthropologist Pascal Boyer, are no longer mysteries. We are beginning to
know how to answer questions such as "Why do people have religion?" Using findings from anthropology, cognitive science,
linguistics, and evolutionary biology, Religion Explained shows how this aspect of human consciousness is increasingly admissible
to coherent, naturalistic explanation. This brilliant and controversial book gives readers the first scientific explanation for what
religious feeling is really about, what it consists of, and where it comes from.
A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion is a collection of some of the most significant classic and contemporary writings on the
anthropology of religion. It includes both material whose theme is 'religion' in a straightforward and obvious sense, as well as
material that has expanded how we might look at religion - and the horizons of what we mean by 'religion' - linking it to broader
questions of culture and politics.
This comparative reader takes an anthropological approach to the study of religious beliefs, both strange and familiar. The
engaging articles on all key issues related to the anthropology of religion grab the attention of students, while giving them an
excellent foundation in contemporary ideas and approaches in the field. The multiple authors included in each chapter represent a
range of interests, geographic foci, and ways of looking at each subject. Divided into 10 chapters, this book begins with a broad
view of anthropological ways of looking at religion, and moves on to some of the core topics within the subject, such as myth,
ritual, and the various types of religious specialists.
China has many religions. But rituals of local temples are none of these. They celebrate many gods and their powers to respond.
Gods are invited as welcome guests by appropriate rituals of welcome and communication. Other rituals pacify ghosts and harmful
powers. These rituals are rich with their own poetry, a poetry of performance, not just of contemplation. Interpreting this poetry
demands revision of theories of ritual and religion. The author has spent over four decades studying Chinese ritual and religion
through observation in contemporary China and Taiwan, constantly revising and rethinking theories of religion, ritual and their role
in different political regimes.
AutoCite helps to correctly cite sources in a variety of formats.
Magic, always part of the occult underground in North America, has experienced a resurgence since the 1960s. Although most
contemporary magical religions have come from abroad, they have found fertile ground in which to develop in North America. Who
are today's believers in Witchcraft and how do they worship? Alternative spiritual paths have increased the ranks of followers
dramatically, particularly among well-educated middle-class individuals. Witchcraft and Magic conveys the richness of magical
religious experiences found in today's culture, covering the continent of North America and the Caribbean. These original essays
survey current and historical issues pertinent to religions that incorporate magical or occult beliefs and practices, and they examine
contemporary responses to these religions. The relationship between Witchcraft and Neopaganism is explored, as is their
intersection with established groups practicing goddess worship. Recent years have seen the growth in New Age magic and AfroCaribbean religions, and these developments are also addressed in this volume. All the religions covered offer adherents an
alternative worldview and rituals that are aimed at helping individuals redefine themselves and make their interactions with the
environment more empowered. Many modern occult religions share an absence of dogma or central authority to determine
orthodoxy, and have become a contemporary experience embracing modern concerns like feminism, environmentalism, civil
rights, and gay rights. Afro-Caribbean religions such as Santería, Palo, and Curanderismo, which do have a more developed
dogma and authority structure, offer their followers a religion steeped in African and Hispanic traditions. Responses to the growth
of magical religions have varied, from acceptance to an unfounded concern about the growth of a satanic underground. And, as
magical religions have flourished, increased interest has resulted in a growing commercialization, with its threat of trivialization.
This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field and shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study
of contemporary world religions. Written by an experienced teacher, it covers all of the traditional topics of anthropology of religion, including
definitions and theories, beliefs, symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines analytic and conceptual discussion with up-todate ethnography and theory. Eller includes copious examples from religions around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar – and two minicase studies in each chapter. He also explores classic and contemporary anthropological contributions to important but often overlooked
issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization, religion in America, and new religious movements. Introducing
Anthropology of Religion demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential for understanding the world we inhabit today.
Anthropologist Susan Johnston turns a scholarly eye on one of humankind's primary interests throughout history: the spiritual belief system.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Virtually all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events are included. Cram101 Textbook Outlines
gives all of the outlines, highlights, notes for your textbook with optional online practice tests. Only Cram101 Outlines are Textbook Specific.
Cram101 is NOT the Textbook. Accompanys: 9780521673761
"Sacred Realms is a comprehensive introduction to the anthropology of religion. After an introduction that presents and defines key concepts
in the study of religion, 55 classic and current essays by leading specialists cover major topics in religion, divided into twelve subject areas.
The anthology is geographically balanced and includes contributions from anthropologists around the world. The book concludes with unique
coverage of five of the world's largest and most influential religions.
Religion and magic have played important roles within Eastern European societies where social reality and socio-political balance may differ
greatly from those in the West. Although often thought of as being two distinct, even antagonistic forces, religion and magic find ways to work
together. By taking on various examples in the multicultural settings of post-Soviet and post-socialist spaces, this collection brings together
diverse historical and ethnographic analyses of orthodoxy and heterodoxy from the pre- and post-1989 periods, studies on the relationship of
religious and state institutions to individuals practicing alternative forms of spirituality, and examples of borderlands as spaces of ambiguity.
This volume is at the crossroads of anthropology, history, as well as cultural memory studies. Its archival and field research findings help
understand how repurposing religious and magic practices worked into the transition that countries in Eastern Europe and beyond have
experienced after the end of the Cold War.
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