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Anthropology Asking Questions About Human Origins
Anthropology is a disciplined inquiry into the conditions and potentials of human life. Generations of theorists, however,
have expunged life from their accounts, treating it as the mere output of patterns, codes, structures or systems variously
defined as genetic or cultural, natural or social. Building on his classic work The Perception of the Environment, Tim
Ingold sets out to restore life to where it should belong, at the heart of anthropological concern. Being Alive ranges over
such themes as the vitality of materials; what it means to make things; the perception and formation of the ground; the
mingling of earth and sky in the weather-world; the experiences of light, sound and feeling; the role of storytelling in the
integration of knowledge; and the potential of drawing to unite observation and description. Our humanity, Ingold argues,
does not come ready-made but is continually fashioned in our movements along ways of life. Starting from the idea of life
as a process of wayfaring, Ingold presents a radically new understanding of movement, knowledge and description as
dimensions not just of being in the world, but of being alive to what is going on there. This edition includes a new preface
by the author.
The Routledge Handbook of Anthropology and Reproduction is a comprehensive overview of the topics, approaches, and
trajectories in the anthropological study of human reproduction. The book brings together work from across the discipline
of anthropology, with contributions by established and emerging scholars in archaeological, biological, linguistic, and
sociocultural anthropology. Across these areas of research, consideration is given to the contexts, conditions, and
contingencies that mark and shape the experiences of reproduction as always gendered, classed, and racialized. Over
39 chapters, a diverse range of international scholars cover topics including: Reproductive governance, stratification,
justice, and freedom. Fertility and infertility. Technologies and imaginations. Queering reproduction. Pregnancy,
childbirth, and reproductive loss. Postpartum and infant care. Care, kinship, and alloparenting. This is a valuable
reference for scholars and upper-level students in anthropology and related disciplines associated with reproduction,
including sociology, gender studies, science and technology studies, human development and family studies, global
health, public health, medicine, medical humanities, and midwifery and nursing.
What is cultural anthropology, and how can it explain--or even help resolve--contemporary human problems? Robert L.
Welsch and Luis A. Vivanco's Cultural Anthropology: Asking Questions About Humanity, Second Edition, uses a
questions-based approach to teach students how to think anthropologically, helping them view cultural issues and
everyday experiences as an anthropologist might. Inspired by the common observation that ninety-nine percent of a good
answer is a good question, Cultural Anthropology combines a question-centered pedagogy with the topics typically
covered in an introductory course. It emphasizes up front what the discipline of anthropology knows and which issues are
in debate, and how a cultural perspective is relevant to understanding social, political, and economic dynamics in the
contemporary world. Cultural Anthropology also represents an effort to close the gap between the realities of the
discipline today and traditional views that are taught at the introductory level by bringing classic anthropological
examples, cases, and analyses to bear on contemporary questions.
A new edition of the classic anthropology textbook which shows how anthropology is a revolutionary way of thinking
about the human world
[In this book, the authors] are interested not only in what humans are and were like; [but they are] also interested in why
they got to be that way, in all their variety. When there are alternative explanations, [the authors] try to communicate the
necessity to evaluate them logically as well as on the basis of the available evidence. Throughout the book, [they] try to
communicate that no idea, including ideas put forward in textbooks, should be accepted even tentatively without
supporting tests that could have gone the other way. -Pref.
Welcome to the second edition of Perspectives and Open Access Anthropology! An electronic version of this textbook is
available free of charge at the Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges' webpage here: http:
//perspectives.americananthro.org/
"This is a cultural anthropology textbook"-A unique alternative to more traditional, encyclopedic introductory texts, this book takes a question-oriented approach
that illuminates major concepts for students. Structuring each chapter around an important question, the authors explore
what it means to be human, incorporating answers from all four major subfields of anthropology-cultural anthropology,
biological anthropology, linguistic anthropology, and archaeology. They address central issues of the discipline,
highlighting the controversies and commitments that are shaping contemporary anthropology.
This general anthropology text takes a holistic approach that emphasizes critical thinking, active learning, and applying anthropology to solve
contemporary human problems. Building on the classical foundations of the discipline, Anthropology: Asking Questions About Human Origins,
Diversity, and Culture, Second Edition, shows students how anthropology is connected to such current topics as food, health and medicine,
and the environment. Full of relevant examples and current topics--with a focus on contemporary problems and questions--the book
demonstrates the diversity and dynamism of anthropology today.
"A paradoxical situation emerged in the late 1990s: the dramatic upscaling of the suburban American dream, even as the possibilities for
achieving and maintaining it diminished. Driving After Class explores middle-class anxieties and suburban life duringthose years. Drawing on
nineteen months of ethnographic research in a suburban New Jersey town as McMansions sprouted up next to subdivisions of moderately
sized colonial-style homes and infrastructural essentials like schools and roads became overburdened, each chapter throws into relief subtle
gradations within the middle class and among middle-class sensibilities, and brings to life the ways that people were reorienting
themselves--both consciously and unconsciously--to the discursive and material displacement of postwar liberal approaches to middle-class
life in favor of newly dominant neoliberal logics. The ethnographic moments illustrated in the book, drawn from fieldwork in people's homes,
their town hall, and their SUVs, reveal the ways that efforts to appease feelings of insecurity--whether through place-making practices,
childrearing strategies, or 'had-to-have' purchases--often made people (and their neighbors) feel and be less secure. The economics and
cultural politics of the constellation of these ways of being, which I have termed 'rugged entitlement,' ended up steering many children, youth,
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and parents into ambivalence about the structuring and texture of their everyday lives: it is exhausting work to be strategically and persistently
driving after class. But more often than not, unable to imagine the possibility of crafting another way of life, most curbed these unsettling
doubts and resolutely fueled up for the ride"--Provided by publisher.
This book examines the emergence of imperial state in East Asia during the period ca. 400 BCE–200 CE as a network-based process,
showing how the geography of early interregional contacts south of the Yangzi River informed the directions of Sinitic state expansion.
Drawing from an extensive collection of sources including transmitted textual records, archaeological evidence, excavated legal manuscripts,
and archival documents from Liye, this book demonstrates the breadth of human and material resources available to the empire builders of
an early imperial network throughout southern East Asia – from institutions and infrastructures, to the relationships that facilitated circulation.
This network is shown to have been essential to the consolidation of Sinitic imperial rule in the sub-tropical zone south of the Yangzi against
formidable environmental, epidemiological, and logistical odds. This is also the first study to explore how the interplay between an imperial
network and alternative frameworks of long-distance interaction in ancient East Asia shaped the political-economic trajectory of the Sinitic
world and its involvement in Eurasian globalization. Contributing to debates around imperial state formation, the applicability of world-system
models and the comparative study of empires, The Imperial Network in Ancient China will be of significant interest to students and scholars of
East Asian studies, archaeology and history.
This lively text offers a unique, holistic approach to human diversity for undergraduate courses in fields including anthropology, medicine,
human ecology, and general education. Leading medical anthropologist Elisa Sobo rises to the challenge of truly integrating biology and
culture. Her inviting writing style and fascinating examples make important new ideas from complexity theory and epigenetics accessible to
undergraduates from all disciplines, regardless of academic background. Students learn to conceptualize human biology and culture
concurrently—as an adaptive biocultural capacity that has helped to produce the rich range of human diversity seen today. With clearly
structured topics, an extensive glossary and suggestions for further reading, this text makes a complex, interdisciplinary topic a joy to teach.
Focused on the life and work of Francis Huxley (1923–2016), this book offers an exploration of the search to understand the human
condition, one which is simultaneously biographical, philosophical, cultural, historical, political and epistemological. A member of the
illustrious Huxley dynasty, Francis Huxley forged an unusual and innovative career, making key contributions to social anthropology, mental
health care and the protection of indigenous peoples. His story reveals how the production and dissemination of ideas can be understood in
an intergenerational context which is familial and sociological. The book reflects on the contemporary relevance of Huxley’s work, forging
links between the central philosophical, cultural, scientific and political themes that dominate the turbulent early 21st century and the enduring
questions that have driven human beings in the search to understand themselves and their place in the world. It will be of interest to scholars
from across the social sciences and humanities.
This book explains the concept of wearable computing, need for wearable technology, its advantages, application areas, state of art
developments in this area, required material and technology, possible future applications including cyborg developments and the need for this
sphere of influence in the future. The scope encompasses three major components, wearable computing (next generation of conventional
computing, ergonomics), wearable technology (medical support, rehabilitation engineering, assistive technology support devices,
army/combat usage) and allied technologies (miniature components, reliability, high performance integration, cyber physical systems,
robotics). Aids reader to recognize the need and functional operations of a wearable computing device Includes diversified examples and
case studies from different domains Presents a hybrid concept relating medical care and augmented reality Illustrates product level
description examples and research ideas for future development Introduces various wearable technologies and other related technologies for
enabling wearable computing This book is aimed at senior undergraduate, graduate students and researchers in computer and biomedical
engineering, bioinstrumentation, biosensors, and assistive technology.
All human life unfolds within a matrix of relations, which are at once social and biological. Yet the study of humanity has long been divided
between often incompatible 'social' and 'biological' approaches. Reaching beyond the dualisms of nature and society and of biology and
culture, this volume proposes a unique and integrated view of anthropology and the life sciences. Featuring contributions from leading
anthropologists, it explores human life as a process of 'becoming' rather than 'being', and demonstrates that humanity is neither given in the
nature of our species nor acquired through culture but forged in the process of life itself. Combining wide-ranging theoretical argument with indepth discussion of material from recent or ongoing field research, the chapters demonstrate how contemporary anthropology can move
forward in tandem with groundbreaking discoveries in the biological sciences.
Cultural Anthropology: Contemporary, Public, and Critical Readings helps students think anthropologically by introducing core concepts
through engaging case studies. The majority of selections are contemporary pieces from public, critical, and applied anthropology. These
timely readings will generate discussion among students regarding the value of an anthropological perspective in the modern world. While the
selections represent a range of geographic and cultural areas, the book includes a high number of U.S.-based fieldwork examples so that
students are inspired to think anthropologically "in their own backyards." Several case studies offer examples of anthropology in action, and
special features throughout the text profile anthropological application through news stories ("In the News") and interviews ("Anthropology in
Practice").

Can forests think? Do dogs dream? In this astonishing book, Eduardo Kohn challenges the very foundations of anthropology,
calling into question our central assumptions about what it means to be human—and thus distinct from all other life forms. Based on
four years of fieldwork among the Runa of Ecuador’s Upper Amazon, Eduardo Kohn draws on his rich ethnography to explore
how Amazonians interact with the many creatures that inhabit one of the world’s most complex ecosystems. Whether or not we
recognize it, our anthropological tools hinge on those capacities that make us distinctly human. However, when we turn our
ethnographic attention to how we relate to other kinds of beings, these tools (which have the effect of divorcing us from the rest of
the world) break down. How Forests Think seizes on this breakdown as an opportunity. Avoiding reductionistic solutions, and
without losing sight of how our lives and those of others are caught up in the moral webs we humans spin, this book skillfully
fashions new kinds of conceptual tools from the strange and unexpected properties of the living world itself. In this groundbreaking
work, Kohn takes anthropology in a new and exciting direction–one that offers a more capacious way to think about the world we
share with other kinds of beings.
Cultural AnthropologyAsking Questions about HumanityOxford University Press, USA
This book is a practical guide for individuals responsible for creating products that are safe, effective, usable, and satisfying in the
hands of the intended users. The contents are intended to reduce the number of use errors involving medical devices that have led
to injuries and deaths. The book presents the strong connection between user interface requirements and risk management for
medical devices and instructs readers how to develop specific requirements that are sufficiently comprehensive and detailed to
produce good results – a user-friendly product that is likely to be used correctly. The book’s tutorial content is complemented by
many real-world examples of user interface requirements, including ones pertaining to an inhaler, automated external defibrillator,
medical robot, and mobile app that a patient might use to manage her diabetes. The book is intended for people representing a
variety of product development disciplines who have responsibility for producing safe, effective, usable, and satisfying medical
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devices, including those who are studying or working in human factors engineering, psychology, mechanical engineering,
biomedical engineering, systems engineering, software programming, technical writing, industrial design, graphic design, and
regulatory affairs.
Covers the latest competing theories in the field Get a handle on the fundamentals of biological and cultural anthropology When
did the first civilizations arise? How many human languages exist? The answers are found in anthropology - and this friendly guide
explains its concepts in clear detail. You'll see how anthropology developed as a science, what it tells us about our ancestors, and
how it can help with some of the hot-button issues our world is facing today. Discover: How anthropologists learn about the past
Humanity's earliest activities, from migration to civilization Why our language differs from other animal communication How to find
a career in anthropology
* Provides a comprehensive survey of contemporary thinking in biological, social and cultural anthropology and establishes the
interconnections between these three fields. * Useful cross-references within the text, with full biographical references and
suggestions for further reading. * Carefully illustrated with line drawings and photographs. 'The Companion Encyclopedia of
Anthropology is a welcome addition to the reference literature. Bringing together authoritative, incisive and scrupulously edited
contributions from some three dozen authors. The book achieves an impressive breadth of coverage of specialist areas.' - Times
Higher Educational Supplement 'Recommended for all anthropology collections, especially those in academic libraries.' - Library
Journal 'This is a marvellous book and I am very happy to recommend it.' - Reference Reviews
What is cultural anthropology, and how can it explain--or even help resolve--contemporary human problems? Robert L. Welsch
and Luis A. Vivanco's Cultural Anthropology: Asking Questions About Humanity, Third Edition, uses a questions-based approach
to teach students how to think anthropologically, helping them view cultural issues and everyday experiences as an anthropologist
might. Inspired by the common observation that ninety-nine percent of a good answer is a good question, Cultural Anthropology
combines a question-centered pedagogy with the topics typically covered in an introductory course. It emphasizes up front what
the discipline of anthropology knows and which issues are in debate, and how a cultural perspective is relevant to understanding
social, political, and economic dynamics in the contemporary world. Cultural Anthropology also represents an effort to close the
gap between the realities of the discipline today and traditional views that are taught at the introductory level by bringing classic
anthropological examples, cases, and analyses to bear on contemporary questions.
The ultimate guide for the student encountering anthropology for the first time, Anthropology: The Basics explains and explores
key anthropological concepts including: what is anthropology? how can we distinguish cultural differences from physical ones?
what is culture, anyway? how do anthropologists study culture? what are the key theories and approaches used today? How has
the discipline changed over time? This student-friendly text provides an overview of the fundamental principles of anthropology
and is an invaluable guide for anyone wanting to learn more about this fascinating subject.
Welcome to Explorations and biological anthropology! An electronic version of this textbook is available free of charge at the
Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges' webpage here: www.explorations.americananthro.org
There are three major myths of human nature: humans are divided into biological races; humans are naturally aggressive; and
men and women are truly different in behavior, desires, and wiring. In an engaging and wide-ranging narrative, Agustín Fuentes
counters these pervasive and pernicious myths about human behavior. Tackling misconceptions about what race, aggression, and
sex really mean for humans, Fuentes incorporates an accessible understanding of culture, genetics, and evolution, requiring us to
dispose of notions of “nature or nurture.” Presenting scientific evidence from diverse fields—including anthropology, biology, and
psychology—Fuentes devises a myth-busting toolkit to dismantle persistent fallacies about the validity of biological races, the
innateness of aggression and violence, and the nature of monogamy and differences between the sexes. A final chapter plus an
appendix provide a set of take-home points on how readers can myth-bust on their own. Accessible, compelling, and original, this
book is a rich and nuanced account of how nature, culture, experience, and choice interact to influence human behavior.
Anthropology today seems to shy away from the big, comparative questions that ordinary people in many societies find
compelling. Questions of Anthropology brings these issues back to the centre of anthropological concerns.Individual essays
explore birth, death and sexuality, puzzles about the relationship between science and religion, questions about the nature of
ritual, work, political leadership and genocide, and our personal fears and desires, from the quest to control the future and to find
one's 'true' identity to the fear of being alone. Each essay starts with a question posed by individual ethnographic experience and
then goes on to frame this question in a broader, comparative context. Written in an engaging and accessible style, Questions of
Anthropology presents an exciting introduction to the purpose and value of Anthropology today.
From the authors who wrote the highly acclaimed Cultural Anthropology: Asking Question About Humanity, this ground-breaking
general anthropology text--co-written with renowned scholar Agustn Fuentes--takes a holistic approach that emphasizes critical
thinking, active learning, and applying anthropology to solve contemporary human problems. Building on the classical foundations
of the discipline, Anthropology: Asking Questions about Human Origins, Diversity, and Culture shows students how anthropology
is connected to such current topics as food, health and medicine, and the environment. Full of relevant examples and current
topics--with a focus on contemporary problems and questions--the book demonstrates the diversity and dynamism of anthropology
today.
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the most important decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware of it. The
hidden brain decides whom we fall in love with and whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white candidate and convict the darkskinned defendant, to hire the thin woman but pay her less than the man doing the same job. It can direct us to safety when
disaster strikes and move us to extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be manipulated to turn an ordinary person into a
suicide terrorist or a group of bystanders into a mob. In a series of compulsively readable narratives, Shankar Vedantam journeys
through the latest discoveries in neuroscience, psychology, and behavioral science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and
its decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals and as a society. Filled with fascinating characters, dramatic storytelling,
and cutting-edge science, this is an engrossing exploration of the secrets our brains keep from us—and how they are revealed.
The Second Edition of Ken Guest's Cultural Anthropology: A Toolkit for a Global Age covers the concepts that drive cultural
anthropology by showing that now, more than ever, global forces affect local culture and the tools of cultural anthropology are
relevant to living in a globalizing world.
Written specifically for courses that cover biological anthropology and archaeology, this superbly illustrated new text offers the
most balanced and up-to-date introduction to our human past. Devoting equal time to biological anthropology and prehistory, this
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text exposes students to the many sides of major controversial issues, involving students in the scientific thought process by
allowing them to draw their own conclusions. Amidst discussions of bones and artifacts, the text maintains a focus on people,
demonstrating to students how biological anthropology and archaeology apply to their lives today. Featuring the latest research
and findings pulled from the original sources, this new text is far and away the most up-to-date text available. In addition, the
superior art program features hundreds of photographs and figures, and the multimedia presentation options include documentary
film clips and lecture launcher videos. Pat Rice, a recipient of AAA’s Outstanding Teacher Award and past-president of the
General Anthropology Division of AAA, and Norah Moloney, an experienced professor and active archaeologist, present the
material in a clear, refreshing, and straightforward writing style.
From the authors who wrote the highly acclaimed Cultural Anthropology: Asking Questions About Humanity, this ground-breaking
general anthropology text--co-written with renowned scholar Agustin Fuentes--takes a holistic approach that emphasizes critical
thinking, active learning, and applying anthropology to solve contemporary human problems. Building on the classical foundations
of the discipline, Anthropology: Asking Questions About Human Origins, Diversity, and Culture shows students how anthropology
is connected to such current topics as food, health and medicine, and the environment. Full of relevant examples and current
topics--with a focus on contemporary problems and questions--the book demonstrates the diversity and dynamism of anthropology
today. "
This new dictionary comprises more than 400 entries, providing concise, authoritative definitions for a range of concepts relating to
cultural anthropology, as well as important findings and intellectual figures in the field. Entries include adaptation and kinship,
scientific racism, and writing culture, providing readers with a wide-ranging overview of the subject. Accessibly written and
engaging, A Dictionary of Cultural Anthropology is authored by subject experts, and presents anthropology as a dynamic and lively
field of enquiry. Complemented by a global list of anthropological organizations, more than 20 figures and tables to illustrate the
entries, and web links pointing to useful external sources, this is an essential text for undergraduates studying anthropology, and
also serves those studying allied subjects such as archaeology, politics, economics, geography, sociology, and gender studies.

Iris recognition is one of the highest accuracy techniques used in biometric systems. The accuracy of the iris recognition
system is measured by False Reject Rate (FRR), which measures the authenticity of a user who is incorrectly rejected by
the system due to changes in iris features (such as aging and health condition) and external factors that affect iris image,
for instance, high noise rate. External factors such as technical fault, occlusion, and source of lighting that causes the
image acquisition to produce distorted iris images create error, hence are incorrectly rejected by the biometric system.
FRR can be reduced using wavelets and Gabor filters, cascaded classifiers, ordinal measures, multiple biometric
modalities, and a selection of unique iris features. Nonetheless, in the long duration of the matching process, existing
methods were unable to identify the authenticity of the user since the iris structure itself produces a template changed
due to aging. In fact, the iris consists of unique features such as crypts, furrows, collarette, pigment blotches, freckles,
and pupils that are distinguishable among humans. Earlier research was done by selecting unique iris features. However,
these had low accuracy levels. A new way of identifying and matching the iris template using the nature-inspired
algorithm is described in this book. It provides an overview of iris recognition that is based on nature-inspired
environment technology. The book is useful for students from universities, polytechnics, community colleges;
practitioners; and industry practitioners.
Organized around anthropological questions, this contemporary text demonstrates how anthropological thinking can be
used as a tool for deciphering everyday experiences. Designed to stimulate students' anthropological imaginations, this
concise foundation of cultural anthropology can beenriched by the use of ethnographies, a reader, articles, field-based
activities, and more.
"With a focus on the big picture of human evolution, the text helps students master the basic principles of the subject and
arrive at an understanding of the human species and its place in the biological world. This book continues to keep pace
with changes in the field by including thorough coverage of cutting-edge advances in molecular biology and genomics,
primatology, key fossil discoveries, and modern human biology." -- Amazon.com viewed August 24, 2020.
International Community Development Practice provides readers with practice-based examples of good community
development, demonstrating its value for strengthening people power and improving the effectiveness of development
agencies, whether these be governmental, non-governmental or private sector. The chapters focus upon the making of
the community development profession and the eight core competences required of the professional practitioner, as
outlined by the International Association for Community Development (IACD), whatever their job title or host agency, in
order to be able to undertake community development. These are concerned with the ability of the practitioner to: Put
ethics and values into practice Engage with communities Ensure participatory planning Organize for change Support
learning for change Promote diversity and inclusion Build leadership and infrastructure Develop and improve policy and
practice From a policy perspective, the book will reassert the role of community development approaches as related to a
wide variety of global challenges, including poverty amelioration, climate change, human rights, peace building and
social, environmental, political and economic development. From a practice perspective, the book will reassert the
importance of high levels of professional competence building upon decades of experience in the field around the world
by development practitioners working in community work, social work, health, adult education, environmental protection,
local economic development, urban design, cultural work and other disciplines concerned to support effective community
development.
Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is so much more than that. "Anthropology requires
strength, valor, and courage," Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted. "Pierre Bourdieu called anthropology a combat sport, an
extreme sport as well as a tough and rigorous discipline. ... It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's hands
dirty, to get down in the dirt, and to commit yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a "heroic"
profession." What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can carry you across rivers of doubt and
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over mountains of fear to find the the light and life of places forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book.
You have to go out and feel the world's jagged edges, wipe its dust from your brow, and at times, leave your blood in its
soil. In this unique book, Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an anthropologist and what the
science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human. This special first draft edition is a loose framework for
more and more complete future chapters and writings. It serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open
resource for instructors of cultural anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of the "first draft edition" from 2017 and
includes 7 new chapters.
In Writing Anthropology, fifty-two anthropologists reflect on scholarly writing as both craft and commitment. These short
essays cover a wide range of territory, from ethnography, genre, and the politics of writing to affect, storytelling,
authorship, and scholarly responsibility. Anthropological writing is more than just communicating findings: anthropologists
write to tell stories that matter, to be accountable to the communities in which they do their research, and to share new
insights about the world in ways that might change it for the better. The contributors offer insights into the beauty and the
function of language and the joys and pains of writing while giving encouragement to stay at it—to keep writing as the
most important way to not only improve one’s writing but to also honor the stories and lessons learned through research.
Throughout, they share new thoughts, prompts, and agitations for writing that will stimulate conversations that cut across
the humanities. Contributors. Whitney Battle-Baptiste, Jane Eva Baxter, Ruth Behar, Adia Benton, Lauren Berlant, Robin
M. Bernstein, Sarah Besky, Catherine Besteman, Yarimar Bonilla, Kevin Carrico, C. Anne Claus, Sienna R. Craig, Zoë
Crossland, Lara Deeb, K. Drybread, Jessica Marie Falcone, Kim Fortun, Kristen R. Ghodsee, Daniel M. Goldstein, Donna
M. Goldstein, Sara L. Gonzalez, Ghassan Hage, Carla Jones, Ieva Jusionyte, Alan Kaiser, Barak Kalir, Michael Lambek,
Carole McGranahan, Stuart McLean, Lisa Sang Mi Min, Mary Murrell, Kirin Narayan, Chelsi West Ohueri, Anand
Pandian, Uzma Z. Rizvi, Noel B. Salazar, Bhrigupati Singh, Matt Sponheimer, Kathleen Stewart, Ann Laura Stoler, Paul
Stoller, Nomi Stone, Paul Tapsell, Katerina Teaiwa, Marnie Jane Thomson, Gina Athena Ulysse, Roxanne Varzi, Sita
Venkateswar, Maria D. Vesperi, Sasha Su-Ling Welland, Bianca C. Williams, Jessica Winegar
2020 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award Winner Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award From an award-winning
historian comes a dazzling history of the birth of cultural anthropology and the adventurous scientists who pioneered it--a
sweeping chronicle of discovery and the fascinating origin story of our multicultural world. A century ago, everyone knew
that people were fated by their race, sex, and nationality to be more or less intelligent, nurturing, or warlike. But Columbia
University professor Franz Boas looked at the data and decided everyone was wrong. Racial categories, he insisted,
were biological fictions. Cultures did not come in neat packages labeled "primitive" or "advanced." What counted as a
family, a good meal, or even common sense was a product of history and circumstance, not of nature. In Gods of the
Upper Air, a masterful narrative history of radical ideas and passionate lives, Charles King shows how these intuitions led
to a fundamental reimagining of human diversity. Boas's students were some of the century's most colorful figures and
unsung visionaries: Margaret Mead, the outspoken field researcher whose Coming of Age in Samoa is among the most
widely read works of social science of all time; Ruth Benedict, the great love of Mead's life, whose research shaped postSecond World War Japan; Ella Deloria, the Dakota Sioux activist who preserved the traditions of Native Americans on
the Great Plains; and Zora Neale Hurston, whose studies under Boas fed directly into her now classic novel, Their Eyes
Were Watching God. Together, they mapped civilizations from the American South to the South Pacific and from
Caribbean islands to Manhattan's city streets, and unearthed an essential fact buried by centuries of prejudice: that
humanity is an undivided whole. Their revolutionary findings would go on to inspire the fluid conceptions of identity we
know today. Rich in drama, conflict, friendship, and love, Gods of the Upper Air is a brilliant and groundbreaking history
of American progress and the opening of the modern mind.
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