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Analyzing Politics makes the fundamentals of rational-choice theory accessible to undergraduates in clear, nontechnical
language.
Games Real Actors Play provides a persuasive argument for the use of basic concepts of game theory in understanding
public policy conflicts. Fritz Scharpf criticizes public choice theory as too narrow in its examination of actor motives and
discursive democracy as too blind to the institutional incentives of political parties. With the nonspecialist in mind, the
author presents a coherent actor-centered model of institutional rational choice that integrates a wide variety of
theoretical contributions, such as game theory, negotiation theory, transaction cost economics, international relations,
and democratic theory.Games Real Actors Play offers a framework for linking positive theory to the normative issues that
necessarily arise in policy research and employs many cross-national examples, including a comparative use of game
theory to understand the differing reactions of Great Britain, Sweden, Austria, and the Federal Republic of Germany to
the economic stagflation of the 1970s.
A close examination of the constitutional relationship between legislature and executive in parliamentary regimes.
6 Party Government and Responsiveness: James A. Stimson
A famed political scientist's classic argument for a more cooperative world We assume that, in a world ruled by natural
selection, selfishness pays. So why cooperate? In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks
to answer this question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners Dilemma Tournament, which sought to find
the optimal strategy for survival in a particular game. Over and over, the simplest strategy, a cooperative program called
Tit for Tat, shut out the competition. In other words, cooperation, not unfettered competition, turns out to be our best
chance for survival. A vital book for leaders and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how cooperative
principles help us think better about everything from military strategy, to political elections, to family dynamics.
This textbook uses modern political economy to introduce students of political science, government, economics, and
public policy to the politics of the policymaking process. The book's distinct political economy approach has two virtues.
By developing general principles for thinking about policymaking, it can be applied across a range of issue areas. It also
unifies the policy curriculum, offering coherence to standard methods for teaching economics and statistics, and drawing
connections between fields. The book begins by exploring the normative foundations of policymaking—political theory,
social choice theory, and the Paretian and utilitarian underpinnings of policy analysis. It then introduces game theoretic
models of social dilemmas—externalities, coordination problems, and commitment problems—that create opportunities for
policy to improve social welfare. Finally, it shows how the political process creates technological and incentive constraints
on government that shape policy outcomes. Throughout, concepts and models are illustrated and reinforced with
discussions of empirical evidence and case studies. This textbook is essential for all students of public policy and for
anyone interested in the most current methods influencing policymaking today. Comprehensive approach to politics and
policy suitable for advanced undergraduates and graduate students Models unify policy curriculum through
methodological coherence Exercises at the end of every chapter Self-contained appendices cover necessary game
theory Extensive discussion of cases and applications
Tackles one of the most enduring and contentious issues of positive political economy: common pool resource
management.
Private Desires, Political Action is an accessible overview of one of the most important approaches to the study of politics
in the modern world - rational choice theory. Michael Laver does not set out to review this entire field, but rather to
discuss how we might use rational choice theory to analyze the political competition that affects almost every aspect of
our lives. The broad-ranging scope of the book introduces the theory at many levels of analysis, including: the private
desires of individuals; the social context of how people fulfil their desires; and the problems of collective action. The
discussion of these problems extends into the arena of politics, where the activities of `political entrepreneurs' or
politicians and the formation of political parties and coalitions are addressed.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are
included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with
optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys: 9780393971071 .
This book presents the rational choice theories of collective action and social choice, applying them to problems of public policy
and social justice. Joe Oppenheimer has crafted a basic survey of, and pedagogic guide to, the findings of public choice theory for
political scientists. He describes the problems of collective action, institutional structures, regime change, and political leadership.
Using a case study approach, ANALYZING POLITICS (WITH INFOTRAC) covers fundamental concepts with contemporary,
political examples, discussions of feminism and environmentalism. Your purchase includes access to InfoTrac College Edition's
online university library. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
Game theory is the mathematical analysis of strategic interaction. In the fifty years since the appearance of von Neumann and
Morgenstern's classic Theory of Games and Economic Behavior (Princeton, 1944), game theory has been widely applied to
problems in economics. Until recently, however, its usefulness in political science has been underappreciated, in part because of
the technical difficulty of the methods developed by economists. James Morrow's book is the first to provide a standard text
adapting contemporary game theory to political analysis. It uses a minimum of mathematics to teach the essentials of game theory
and contains problems and their solutions suitable for advanced undergraduate and graduate students in all branches of political
science. Morrow begins with classical utility and game theory and ends with current research on repeated games and games of
incomplete information. The book focuses on noncooperative game theory and its application to international relations, political
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economy, and American and comparative politics. Special attention is given to models of four topics: bargaining, legislative voting
rules, voting in mass elections, and deterrence. An appendix reviews relevant mathematical techniques. Brief bibliographic essays
at the end of each chapter suggest further readings, graded according to difficulty. This rigorous but accessible introduction to
game theory will be of use not only to political scientists but also to psychologists, sociologists, and others in the social sciences.
Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the essential guide to the state of political science today. With engaging contributions
from 71 major international scholars, the Oxford Handbook of Political Economy provides the key point of reference for anyone
working in political economy and beyond.
The study of political institutions is among the founding pillars of political science. With the rise of the 'new institutionalism', the
study of institutions has returned to its place in the sun. This volume provides a comprehensive survey of where we are in the
study of political institutions, covering both the traditional concerns of political science with constitutions, federalism and
bureaucracy and more recent interest in theory and the constructed nature of institutions. The Oxford Handbook of Political
Institutions draws together a galaxy of distinguished contributors drawn from leading universities across the world. Authoritative
reviews of the literature and assessments of future research directions will help to set the research agenda for the next decade.
“Imagination may be thought of as a ‘work-around.’ It is a resourceful tactic to ‘undo’ a rule by creating a path around it without
necessarily defying it. . . . Transgression, on the other hand, is rule breaking. There is no pretense of reinterpretation; it is defiance
pure and simple. Whether imagination or disobedience is the source, constraints need not constrain, ties need not bind.” So writes
Kenneth A. Shepsle in his introduction to Rule Breaking and Political Imagination. Institutions are thought to channel the choices of
individual actors. But what about when they do not? Throughout history, leaders and politicians have used imagination and
transgression to break with constraints upon their agency. Shepsle ranges from ancient Rome to the United States Senate, and
from Lyndon B. Johnson to the British House of Commons. He also explores rule breaking in less formal contexts, such as
vigilantism in the Old West and the CIA’s actions in the wake of 9/11. Entertaining and thought-provoking, Rule Breaking and
Political Imagination will prompt a reassessment of the nature of institutions and remind us of the critical role of political mavericks.
The best brief text for teaching students to think analytically about American politics.
Kenneth A. Shepsle surveys the formal literature on multiparty electoral competition.
A fresh, accessible perspective on the fundamentals
This book on game theory introduces and develops the key concepts with a minimum of mathematics. Students are presented with empirical
evidence, anecdotes and strategic situations to help them apply theory and gain a genuine insight into human behaviour. The book provides
a diverse collection of examples and scenarios from history, literature, sports, crime, theology, war, biology, and everyday life. These
examples come with rich context that adds real-world meat to the skeleton of theory. Each chapter begins with a specific strategic situation
and is followed with a systematic treatment that gradually builds understanding of the concept.
This book presents latest research in the field of Political Economy, dealing with the integration of economics and politics and the way
institutions affect social decisions. The focus is on innovative topics such as an institutional analysis based on case studies; the influence of
activists on political decisions; new techniques for analyzing elections, involving game theory and empirical methods.
Most of economics takes politics for granted. Through some (often implausible) assumptions, it seeks to explain away political structures by
characterizing them as stable and predictable or as inconsequential in understanding what goes on in an economy. Such attempts are
misguided, and this book shows how governments and political institutions are composed of people who respond to incentives and whose
behavior and choices can be studied through the lens of economics. This book aims to bridge the gap between economics and politics, and in
doing so hopes to instill in the reader a deeper appreciation for social scientific thinking. Opening with a refresher on microeconomics and an
introduction to the toolkit of political economy, it ensures that the necessary building blocks are in place before building up from the level of
the individual and the firm to show how a political–economic equilibrium can be achieved. The text explores how to separate primitives—the
external parts of a model that we cannot affect—from outcomes—the internal parts of a model that we can. Moreover, it demonstrates that
economic and political issues alike can be studied within the same general framework of analysis. Political Economy and Policy Analysis
offers readers the chance to gain a more sophisticated understanding of political processes, economic processes, and the interplay among
them. Adopting an applied microeconomics approach, it will be ideal for upper-level undergraduate or postgraduate courses on political
economy, public choice, or policy analysis.
Connects current political science to the core topics in American politics.
Analyzing PoliticsRationality, Behavior, and InstitutionsW W Norton & Company Incorporated
The global trend toward democratization of the last two decades has been accompanied by the resurgence of various politics of
"identity/difference." From nationalist and ethnic revivals in the countries of east and central Europe to the former Soviet Union, to the politics
of cultural separatism in Canada, and to social movement politics in liberal western-democracies, the negotiation of identity/difference has
become a challenge to democracies everywhere. This volume brings together a group of distinguished thinkers who rearticulate and
reconsider the foundations of democratic theory and practice in the light of the politics of identity/difference. In Part One Jürgen Habermas,
Sheldon S. Wolin, Jane Mansbridge, Seyla Benhabib, Joshua Cohen, and Iris Marion Young write on democratic theory. Part Two--on
equality, difference, and public representation--contains essays by Anne Phillips, Will Kymlicka, Carol C. Gould, Jean L. Cohen, and Nancy
Fraser; and Part Three--on culture, identity, and democracy--by Chantal Mouffe, Bonnie Honig, Fred Dallmayr, Joan B. Landes, and Carlos A.
Forment. In the last section Richard Rorty, Robert A. Dahl, Amy Gutmann, and Benjamin R. Barber write on whether democracy needs
philosophical foundations.
With sweeping changes in the Soviet Union and East Europe having shaken core assumptions of U.S. defense policy, it is time to reassess
basic questions of American nuclear strategy and force requirements. In a comprehensive analysis of these issues, Charles Glaser argues
that even before the recent easing of tension with the Soviet Union, the United States should have revised its nuclear strategy, rejecting
deterrent threats that require the ability to destroy Soviet nuclear forces and forgoing entirely efforts to limit damage if all-out nuclear war
occurs. Changes in the Soviet Union, suggests Glaser, may be best viewed as creating an opportunity to make revisions that are more than
twenty years overdue. Glaser's provocative work is organized in three parts. "The Questions behind the Questions" evaluates the basic
factual and theoretical disputes that underlie disagreements about U.S. nuclear weapons policy. "Alternative Nuclear Worlds" compares
"mutual assured destruction capabilities" (MAD)--a world in which both superpowers' societies are highly vulnerable to nuclear retaliation--to
the basic alternatives: mutual perfect defenses, U.S. superiority, and nuclear disarmament. Would any basic alternatives be preferable to
MAD? Drawing on the earlier sections of the book, "Decisions in MAD" addresses key choices facing American decision makers. Originally
published in 1990. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the
rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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American Government does more than any other text to get students to think analytically about American politics and government. The
successful Five Principles of Politics framework integrated throughout the full and core versions helps students make sense of the material
they encounter in the course, and the political information they encounter in their daily lives. In this 2008 Election Update Edition, sections
have been thoroughly updated to reflect recent developments in American politics and a new election chapter provides an analysis of the
pivotal 2008 electoral races.
Thoroughly updated based on recent scholarship and current events, American Government: Power and Purpose remains the gold standard
for teaching a political scientific perspective on American government. Thorough analysis of the 2018 midterm elections and the first years of
the Trump presidency make this revision more current and authoritative than ever.
This volume serves as an introduction to the field of positive political economy and the economic and political processes with which it is
concerned. This new research tradition is distinct from both normative and historical approaches to political economy. Grounded in the
rational-actor methodology of microeconomics, positive political economy is the study of rational decisions in a context of political and
economic institutions. More analytical than traditional approaches, it is concerned with the derivation of principles and propositions against
which real-world experience may be compared. Its focus is on empirical regularities, and its goal is theoretical explanation. The field has
focused on three main areas of research: models of collective action, constraints on competitive market processes, and the analysis of
transaction costs. Developments in all of these areas are covered in the book. The first part of the volume surveys the field, while the second
part displays positive political economy at work, examining a variety of subjects. The final part contains essays by leading political economists
on the theoretical foundations of the field.
Can the Government Govern? argues that the problems of American government are inherently and substantially insitutional and discusses
the politically difficult requirements for overcoming it. In so doing, this volume opens the debate and public discussion necessary for change.
An exploration of the role that special interest groups play in modern democratic politics.
A guide for using computational text analysis to learn about the social world From social media posts and text messages to digital
government documents and archives, researchers are bombarded with a deluge of text reflecting the social world. This textual data gives
unprecedented insights into fundamental questions in the social sciences, humanities, and industry. Meanwhile new machine learning tools
are rapidly transforming the way science and business are conducted. Text as Data shows how to combine new sources of data, machine
learning tools, and social science research design to develop and evaluate new insights. Text as Data is organized around the core tasks in
research projects using text—representation, discovery, measurement, prediction, and causal inference. The authors offer a sequential,
iterative, and inductive approach to research design. Each research task is presented complete with real-world applications, example
methods, and a distinct style of task-focused research. Bridging many divides—computer science and social science, the qualitative and the
quantitative, and industry and academia—Text as Data is an ideal resource for anyone wanting to analyze large collections of text in an era
when data is abundant and computation is cheap, but the enduring challenges of social science remain. Overview of how to use text as data
Research design for a world of data deluge Examples from across the social sciences and industry
The only undergraduate Congress text written from a rational-choice perspective. Analyzing Congress provides students with the basic
analytical tools for understanding congressional politics. In addition to introducing the fundamental concepts and theory, the text includes
many empirical cases drawn from the classic Congress literature and from recent developments in Congress. For the Second Edition, new
cases and updated data figures have been added throughout the text, expanded problem sets and conceptual questions now appear at the
end of every chapter, and the presentation of the spatial model in Chapter 1 has been revised to make it more teachable to undergraduates.
Based on the Full Edition of American Government: Power and Purpose, but with a simpler framework, the Fourteenth Brief Edition combines
authoritative, concise coverage of the central topics in American politics with smart pedagogical features designed to get students thinking
analytically. The Fourteenth Edition has been thoroughly updated through the 2016 elections, and now brings an analytical perspective to
current policy issues in new "Policy Principle" sections.
David’s Politics evaluates what we can learn about politics by studying David's life as presented in the Books of Samuel and the first two
chapters of 1 Kings. This book follows his life as a servant to King Saul, a rebel against Saul, and as king, and shows that he has
considerable political skill in all three stages.
What can the disciplines of political science and economics learn from one another? Political scientists have recently begun to adapt
economic theories of exchange, trade, and competition to the study of legislatures, parties, and voting. At the same time, some of the most
innovative and influential thinkers in economics have crossed the boundaries of their discipline to explore the classic questions of political
science. Competition and Cooperation features six of these path-breaking scholars, all winners of the Nobel Prize for Economics, in a series
of conversations with more than a dozen distinguished political scientists. The discussions analyze, adapt, and extend the Nobelists' seminal
work, showing how it has carried over into political science and paved the way for fruitful cooperation between the two disciplines. The
exchanges span all of the major conceptual legacies of the Nobel laureates: Arrow's formalization of the problems of collective decisions;
Buchanan's work on constitutions and his critique of majority rule; Becker's theory of competition among interest groups; North's focus on
insecure property rights and transaction costs; Simon's concern with the limits to rationality; and Selten's experimental work on strategic
thinking and behavior. As befits any genuine dialogue, the traffic of ideas and experiences runs both ways. The Nobel economists have had a
profound impact upon political science, but, in addressing political questions, they have also had to rethink many settled assumptions of
economics. The standard image of economic man as a hyper-rational, self-interested creature, acting by and for for himself, bears only a
passing resemblance to man as a political animal. Several of the Nobelists featured in this volume have turned instead to the insights of
cognitive science and institutional analysis to provide a more recognizable portrait of political life. The reconsideration of rationality and the
role of institutions,in economics as in politics, raises the possibility of a shared approach to individual choice and institutional behavior that
gives glimmers of a new unity in the social sciences. Competition and Cooperation demonstrates that the most important work in both
economics and political science reflects a marriage of the two disciplines.
Making and Breaking Governments theorizes on how parties create, maintain, or replace new governments.
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