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An authoritative and comprehensive collection of essays redefining the relevance of Durkheim
to the human sciences in the twenty-first century.
The most relevant textbook for today's students.
Collection of key works in an important and distinctively American sociological tradition.
In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised Contemporary Social and Sociological Theory
book, sociological theories and theorists are explored using a straightforward approach and
conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with examples drawn from everyday life, this
edition highlights diversity in contemporary society, exploring theories of race, gender, and
sexuality that address some of today's most important social concerns. Through this textbook
students will learn to think theoretically and apply to their own lives.
This is the first complete multi-media package in sociology — a carefully coordinated
combination book, CD-ROM, and Web site. Authoritative, comprehensive, and stimulating, it
offers a fresh and contemporary perspective — with a focus on the major methods, theories,
and findings of the field. It emphasizes a global perspective, a multicultural view, and a focus
on critical thinking, and features an abundance of boxed features highlighting and
personalizing contemporary applications. Covers: The Sociological Perspective; Sociological
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Investigations; Culture; Society; Socialization; Social Interaction in Everyday Life; Groups and
Organizations; Deviance; Social Stratification; Social Class in the United States; Global
Stratification; Sex and Gender; Race and Ethnicity; Aging and the Elderly; The Economy and
Work; Politics and Government; Family; Religion; Education; Health and Medicine; Population
and Urbanization; Environment and Society; Collective Behavior and Social Movements; and
Social Change: Traditional, Modern, and Postmodern Societies. Includes fifty-six global and
national maps. For anyone interested in a comprehensive, interactive introduction to sociology.
This fifth edition of An Introduction to Sociology provides an accessible and engaging
introduction to sociology, without oversimplifying or passing over the important and exciting
insights sociology has to offer. Building on the book's existing achievements, Ken Browne has
restructured the fifth edition to focus on the core issues in sociology considered in introductory
courses. The book covers all the topics and options specified by the GCSE and IGCSE
examining boards, including the required classic texts and theoretical perspectives which are
helpfully applied throughout the chapters. The new edition has been completely updated to
reflect contemporary social changes, including the latest statistics and topical illustrative
examples. New material is to be found throughout, such as more extensive treatment of family
and household diversity, the marketization of education, social inequality, the control and
prevention of crime, and the effects of new media technologies. Carefully designed to support
and extend students' learning, a number of features – such as a range of activities, questions
and discussion points – add to the book's value as a learning and teaching resource.
Explanatory graphics, photographs and cartoons also enliven the text, presenting sociology as
an exciting and relevant topic to students of all ages, interests and abilities. The new edition of
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this highly successful textbook will prove invaluable to anyone first approaching sociology,
especially on Access, GCSE and related courses. Students will find the book provides an easy-
to-follow and thoughtful introduction to studying sociology.
Gender is one of the most important topics in the field of sociology, and as a system of social
practices it inspires a multitude of theoretical approaches. The Sociology of Gender offers an
introductory overview of gender theory and research, offering a unique and compelling
approach. Treats gender as a multilevel system operating at the individual, interactional, and
institutional levels. Stresses conceptual and theoretical issues in the sociology of gender.
Offers an accessible yet intellectually sophisticated approach to current gender theory and
research. Includes pedagogical features designed to encourage critical thinking and debate.
Closer Look readings at the end of each chapter give a unique perspective on chapter topics
by presenting relevant articles by leading scholars.
The second edition of Ken Browne?s highly successful Introducing Sociology for AS–level
provides in–depth and up–to–date coverage of the complete specification for AQA AS–level
sociology. The first edition of this book was widely praised for its comprehensive coverage, and
student–friendly style. In this second edition, all of the chapters have been revised to include
new studies, reports and statistics. Key sociological terms are now systematically highlighted
all the way through the book, and included in a comprehensive glossary, with fresh questions
and activities added to develop and test students? understanding further. Fuller consideration
of issues of identity has been given throughout the text. More detailed advice has been
provided on coursework, including a top–mark example to show students exactly what they
have to do to achieve the highest grades. What?s more, two authentic exam questions are now
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included on every topic. Pitched at exactly the right level for AS sociology, the book provides
all the tools necessary to help students achieve top grades, and a sound basis for progression
to A2. A host of cartoons, photographs, graphs, tables, and spider diagrams help to enliven the
text, as well as reinforcing key issues. Web sites and web–based activities are included
throughout, encouraging students to engage with the most recent social changes, and
developments in sociology. Although it assumes no previous knowledge of sociology, its
dedicated and in–depth coverage of all the AQA?s AS topics provides a useful reference tool
for the synoptic elements at A2. The second edition of Introducing Sociology for AS Level
combines sociological rigour and accessibility in a way unrivalled by any other book at this
level. It will be an invaluable resource to anyone following the AQA specifications.
Packed with current examples you can easily relate to, Tischler’s INTRODUCTION TO
SOCIOLOGY, 11E delivers comprehensive, up-to-date coverage in a succinct and affordable
format. The author begins by equipping you with tools for success, including tips for how to
read, study, and take tests more effectively. A built-in study guide and practice tests ensure
thorough understanding. The text threads two basic ideas throughout: sociology is a rigorous,
scientific discipline, and basic knowledge of sociology is essential for understanding social
interaction in many work and social settings. With its streamlined 16 chapters,
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, 11E delivers cutting-edge coverage that is concise yet
thorough--and makes sociology completely accessible. Available with InfoTrac Student
Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac. Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Revisded edition of the author's Sociology, 2010.
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Explore sociology?s key concepts, theories, methods, and original voices--all in one innovative
text. Imagining Society: An Introduction to Sociology is an versatile and economical resource
for your introductory course. With this single text, you can: Teach the discipline’s history, key
concepts, subfields, and contributions to social science. Expose students to the central building
blocks of sociology—short excerpts from the original works of classical and contemporary
sociologists. Explain sociology’s key theoretical insights by connecting them to specific issues.
Describe and illustrate the methods used by sociologists—not just in the opening chapter, but
throughout the entire text. Engage students in thoughtful, self-directed projects and activities.
This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Contact your SAGE
representative to request a demo. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive
digital platform that delivers this text’s content and course materials in a learning experience
that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to
ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind,
it offers simple course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class. Learn more.
Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to
learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. Watch a
sample video now. LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s
instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time.
Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site. Learn more. SAGE Lecture Spark: Designed to
save you time and ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on
current event topics tied to key concepts in Sociology. Access this week’s topic.
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Sociology: A Global Introduction, with its international outlook and cultural diversity, represents
a unique and complete learning resource for sociology students worldwide. Each chapter
addresses a new change in society, and reveals how progress in society often comes at a
price. This text has been fully updated to include the latest key debates, topics and data, and
also highlights the importance of technology in contemporary social life.
Thoroughly revised and fully updated, An Introduction to Sociology gives concise yet
comprehensive coverage of all the topics specified by the GCSE examining boards. The
second edition was described by the AQA?s Chief Examiner for GCSE Sociology as
establishing ?the standard for textbooks at this level? – this new edition builds on the book?s
existing achievements. New material is found throughout the book, including substantive new
sections on gender, identity, citizenship, education, new social movements, poverty and the
welfare state, religion, the mass media, work and leisure, and population. The book has been
carefully designed to support and extend students? learning. Each chapter begins with a
summary of the key issues to be covered, and goes on to highlight important terms, which are
then explained in a clear glossary. Summaries at the end of each chapter, a lively range of new
activities and discussion points, the use of websites, as well as helpful suggestions for
coursework, all add to the book?s value as a learning and teaching resource. Student–friendly
cartoons, tables, diagrams, and photographs – and the re–designed internal lay–out – also
enliven the text, making sociology seem exciting and relevant to students of all interests and
abilities. The new edition of this highly successful textbook will prove invaluable to anyone
taking an introductory sociology course, especially at GCSE and related levels. Students taking
AS and A–level – as well as Access, nursing, and health and social care courses – will also
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find the book provides an easy and fun introduction to studying sociology.
This revised second edition builds on the strengths of the original book to offer a
comprehensive overview of current developments in social policy and welfare. It offers a
valuable entry-point for students at a variety of levels (Access to Higher Education, first and
second level degree courses, or postgraduate diploma). It also provides a survey of the welfare
scene for practitioners and professionals in such fields as health, medicine and nursing,
housing, personal social services and counselling, education, law and criminology.
"This book demonstrates that disease is socially produced and distributed, arguing that
becoming sick and unhealthy is not merely the result of individual misfortune or an accident of
nature, it is a consequence of the social, political and economic organization of society."--Back
cover.
This broad-ranging text offers an exciting and easily understood introduction to the theorists
who have made a key contribution to the discipline of sociology. Its carefully formulated
structure places the writers in their social and intellectual context, summarises the central
issues dealt with in their work and sketches out the intellectual legacy they have left behind
them. Graphically illustrating how these thinkers have shed light on how we think about
society, the book aims to convey the spirit of openness intrinsic to the sociological enterprise.
This third edition of this best-selling book confirms the ongoing centrality of feminist
perspectives and research to the sociological enterprise, and introduces students to the wide
range of feminist contributions in key areas of sociological concern. Completely revised, this
edition includes: new chapters on sexuality and the media additional material on race and
ethnicity, disability and the body many new international and comparative examples the
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influence of theories of globalization and post-colonial studies. In addition, the theoretical
elements have also been fully rethought in light of recent developments in social theory.
Written by three experienced teachers and examiners, this book gives students of sociology
and women's studies an accessible overview of the feminist contribution to all the key areas of
sociological concern.
Games are everywhere: Drivers maneuvering in heavy traffic are playing a driving game.
Bargain hunters bidding on eBay are playing an auctioning game. The supermarket's price for
corn flakes is decided by playing an economic game. This Very Short Introduction offers a
succinct tour of the fascinating world of game theory, a ground-breaking field that analyzes
how to play games in a rational way. Ken Binmore, a renowned game theorist, explains the
theory in a way that is both entertaining and non-mathematical yet also deeply insightful,
revealing how game theory can shed light on everything from social gatherings, to ethical
decision-making, to successful card-playing strategies, to calculating the sex ratio among
bees. With mini-biographies of many fascinating, and occasionally eccentric, founders of the
subject--including John Nash, subject of the movie A Beautiful Mind--this book offers a concise
overview of a cutting-edge field that has seen spectacular successes in evolutionary biology
and economics, and is beginning to revolutionize other disciplines from psychology to political
science. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original
introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and
Literary Theory to History. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume provides trenchant
and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a
given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question,
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demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. Whatever the area of study,
whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that
will likely prove indispensable.
Sociology for AQA Volume 1 is the new edition of Ken Browne’s invaluable and widely used
textbook, designed for AQA’s new Sociology AS level and Year 1 A level (for first teaching
from September 2015). The book combines sociological rigour and accessibility in a way
unrivalled by any other book at this level. As always, the book fully covers the AQA
specifications, using these as a springboard to develop readers’ sociological skills and
understanding. The fifth edition includes: up-to-date discussions of a wide range of recent
sociological data and debates practice questions on every specification topic a special chapter
on the compulsory ‘Education with Methods in Context’ requirement of the specifications full-
colour photographs, diagrams and cartoons, to bring ideas to life and fire students'
imaginations a dedicated website at www.politybooks.com/browne, with resources for teachers
and additional material designed to help students revise or research themes in the book. Key
sociological terms are systematically highlighted throughout the text and are included in a
comprehensive glossary, with questions and activities incorporated throughout to develop and
test students' understanding further. Pitched at the right level for the new AQA Sociology
specifications, the book provides the tools necessary to help students, whatever their needs,
interests and abilities. Together with the accompanying Sociology for AQA Volume 2, this is an
invaluable resource for success in sociology.
The essential revision guide for A–level Sociology from trusted and best–selling author Ken
Browne. Together with Sociology for AQA Revision Guide 1, this indispensable book provides
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everything you need to revise for the exams, with a clear topic–by–topic layout to recap key
theories and central ideas. The revision guide maps perfectly onto Ken Browne, Jonathan
Blundell and Pamela Law's Sociology for AQA Volume 2 with each topic cross–referenced to
the main textbook so you can revisit any sections you need to. The book includes a guide to
exam questions – and how to answer them – with sample worked answers showing how to
achieve top marks. All specification options are covered, with exam tips throughout the book.
With this revision guide to take you through the exam and Sociology for AQA Volume 2 to
develop your sociological imagination, Ken Browne provides the complete resource for
success in sociology.
Introduction to Sociology 2e adheres to the scope and sequence of a typical, one-semester
introductory sociology course. It offers comprehensive coverage of core concepts, foundational
scholars, and emerging theories, which are supported by a wealth of engaging learning
materials. The textbook presents detailed section reviews with rich questions, discussions that
help students apply their knowledge, and features that draw learners into the discipline in
meaningful ways. The second edition retains the book's conceptual organization, aligning to
most courses, and has been significantly updated to reflect the latest research and provide
examples most relevant to today's students. In order to help instructors transition to the revised
version, the 2e changes are described within the preface. The images in this textbook are
grayscale. Authors include: Heather Griffiths, Nathan Keirns, Eric Strayer, Susan Cody-
Rydzewski, Gail Scaramuzzo, Tommy Sadler, Sally Vyain, Jeff Bry, Faye Jones
The fourth edition of Ken Browne’s widely used textbook has been extensively revised to
satisfy fully the AQA’s AS sociology specification. The book combines sociological rigour and
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accessibility in a way unrivalled by any other book at this level. Drawing on insights from recent
examiners’ reports and mark schemes, and restructuring the materials to follow more closely
the AS specification and the AQA’s recommended scheme of work, the new edition also
includes: up-to-date discussions of a wide range of recent sociological data and debates extra
exam-style questions on every specification topic special sections on research methods in the
chapters on health and education full-colour photographs, diagrams and cartoons, to bring
ideas to life and fire students' imaginations a dedicated website at
www.politybooks.com/browne, with resources for teachers and additional material designed to
help students revise or research themes in the book. Key sociological terms are systematically
highlighted throughout the text and are included in a comprehensive glossary, with questions
and activities incorporated throughout to develop and test students' understanding further.
Pitched at exactly the right level for the AQA AS sociology specification, the book provides all
the tools necessary to help students achieve top grades, whatever their needs, interests and
abilities. Together with the accompanying Sociology for A2 AQA, this is the perfect resource for
success in sociology. You can also find pointers to new contemporary resources for both AS
and A2 Sociology by following @BrowneKen on Twitter.
Society Explained introduces students to key concepts in sociology through engaging narrative
examples. After an overview of the history of sociology, the book walks readers through
subjects that include individualism; culture; socialization and imagination; values, money, and
politics; marriage and family; religious diversity; and education and social change. Nathan
Rousseau engages readers with personal examples and those drawn from wider society. Each
chapter covers leading thinkers and critical concepts, and chapters build on each other to
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helps readers acquire a holistic view of society and their role in it. This concise book is an ideal
introduction to the sociological imagination.
This classic series provides students with concise and readable introductions to the work, life
and influence of the great sociological thinkers.
This edited collection explores Positive Sociology of Leisure (PSL) as a subfield relating
to leisure studies, sociology of leisure, and sociology of happiness. Defined as an area
of research that examines social aspects of leisure life with a focus on the optimal
functioning of relationship, group, community, organization, and other social units, PSL
differs from more critical forms of sociology in that its starting point is social positives.
The contributions draw on a range of diverse disciplinary backgrounds to consider
various meanings of leisure across themes such as: ageing; sex, sexuality and family;
community, youth, and education; and arts and creativity. Positive Sociology of Leisure
will be a key reference within the field of sociology of leisure, as well as an important
introductory book for those interested in leisure studies.
This new textbook has been designed to accompany Ken Browne’s widely-used
Sociology for AS AQA. Ken Browne has teamed up with co-authors Jonathan Blundell,
Pamela Law and Margaret Whalley who have a wealth of classroom experience and all
share a passion for teaching sociology. In this book they combine sociological rigour
and accessibility for final-year A-level students. This exciting, full-colour textbook
includes: chapters on each topic covered in the A2 specification; special sections on
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research methods in the chapter on crime and deviance, and stratification and
differentiation; up-to-date discussions of a wide range of recent sociological data and
debates; lots of colour photographs and diagrams to bring ideas to life and fire students'
imaginations; a dedicated website, including resources for teachers and additional
material designed to help students revise or research themes in the book. Key
sociological terms are systematically highlighted throughout the text and are included in
a comprehensive glossary, with thoughtful questions and activities at important points
within the chapters to develop and test students' understanding further. Exam style
questions are also found in every chapter. Pitched at exactly the right level for the new
AQA A2 sociology specification, the book provides all the tools necessary to help
students achieve top grades and encourage them to take their study of sociology
further, whatever their needs, interests and abilities. You can also find pointers to new
contemporary resources for both AS and A2 Sociology by following @BrowneKen on
Twitter.
Exploring more than 80 of the big ideas and key theories in the field of sociology in a
clear and simple way, this is the perfect introduction to the study of how humans live
and interact with each other. The Sociology Book offers a deep dive into a range of
societal issues, ranging from government and gender identity to inequalities,
globalization, and even the "Disneyfication" of today's world. New globalizing forces
make our world increasingly interconnected. Similar issues affect us all: discover the
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tension between the needs of the individual and society, the changing workplace, and
the role of everything from government to mass culture in our lives. To explain each
concept, The Sociology Book makes each topic crystal clear using quirky graphics,
pithy quotes, and step-by-step summaries. It defines terms such as "liquid modernity"
and "communitarianism", and explains the theories of seminal thinkers from Karl Marx
and Auguste Comte to Sharon Zukin and Judith Butler. Examining everything from
antisocial behavior to how the middle classes monopolize the best jobs, The Sociology
Book is an unmissable read for students and anyone interested in human behavior.
Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply Explained series uses creative design and
innovative graphics along with straightforward and engaging writing to make complex
subjects easier to understand. With over 7 million copies worldwide sold to date, these
award-winning books provide just the information needed for students, families, or
anyone interested in concise, thought-provoking refreshers on a single subject.
This sociological introduction provides a much-needed textbook for an increasingly
popular area of study. Written by a team of authors with a broad range of teaching and
individual expertise, it covers almost every module offered in UK criminological courses
and will be valuable to students of criminology worldwide. It covers: key traditions in
criminology, their critical assessment and more recent developments new ways of
thinking about crime and control, including crime and emotions, drugs and alcohol, from
a public health perspective different dimensions of the problem of crime and
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misconduct, including crime and sexuality, crimes against the environment, crime and
human rights and organizational deviance key debates in criminological theory the
criminal justice system new areas such as the globalization of crime, and crime in
cyberspace. Specially designed to be user-friendly, each chapter contains boxed
material on current controversies, key thinkers and examples of crime and criminal
justice around the world with statistical tables, maps, summaries, critical thinking
questions, annotated references and a glossary of key terms, as well as further reading
sections and additional resource information as weblinks.
The main focus of this sociology text is the UK, Europe and North America. A recurrent
theme throughout is that the modern world is becoming progressively globalized, and
that it is therefore increasingly impossible to understand one country in isolation from
another. The student is also encouraged to engage with the subject through such
features as opening vignettes and critical thinking questions.
The new, updated edition of the authoritative and comprehensive survey of modern
sociology The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition is an
authoritative survey of the major topics, current and emerging trends, and
contemporary issues in the study of human social relationships and institutions. A
collection of contributions from globally-recognized scholars and experts explore the
theoretical and methodological foundations of sociology, new and established debates,
and the most current research in the field. Broad in scope, this book covers a multitude
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of topics ranging from crime, urbanization, sexuality, and education to new questions
surrounding big data, authoritarian capitalism, and the rise of nationalism. Since the first
edition of the Companion was published, new developments have emerged and new
problems have been created such as the omnipresence of social media, political and
institutional upheaval, and the global refugee and immigration crises. This revised and
updated second edition describes and explains social changes that have occurred in
the past several years, both within the field of sociology and society as a whole.
Previous material has been updated to reflect current research, while eleven new
chapters address topics including feminist theory, debt and social change, and armed
conflict and war. This comprehensive volume: Offers an engaging and accessible guide
to the field of sociology, revised and updated for the second edition Presents wide-
ranging, comprehensive coverage of the discipline Explores issues of contemporary
relevance such as digital media and consumption Reflects state-of-the-art scholarship
and contemporary debates New chapters for the second edition cover essential topics
including feminist theory, armed conflict, big data, authoritarian capitalism, debt and
social change, and the rise of nationalism The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Sociology, Second Edition is an invaluable resource for academics and graduate
students, researchers, scholars, and educators in the discipline of sociology and allied
fields such as anthropology, human geography, political science, and psychology.
This welcome new edition builds on the strengths of its predecessor in its thematic
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coherence, clarity of exposition and analytical depth. It is carefully structured to cover
all the main substantive topics studied at an introductory level within a framework that
engages with exciting contemporary debates about modernity, globalization, and social
identity. Key features of the new edition include: a completely new chapter on the
media; extended coverage of social divisions to include disability, youth, old age, class,
gender and race; and clearer treatment of social theory, incorporating discussion of
work by such contemporary theorists as Habermas, Giddens, and Beck.
-- Designed specifically for AS-level sociology courses- Comprehensive and up-to-date
coverage of the AQA specification- Includes activities designed to develop the
knowledge, skills and understanding of students- Chapters end with an exam question
from AQA past papers, and suggestions for coursework- Chapter summaries outline the
key points to help students check their understanding- Key terms are highlighted in the
text and explained in an excellent glossary- Cartoons, tables, figures and photographs
enliven and reinforce the text.This new introductory textbook assumes no previous
knowledge of sociology. It is intended for all those studying AS-level courses, and
adopts a readable, accessible and student-friendly style. Introducing Sociology: for AS
levelprovides clear and concise but thorough and comprehensive coverage of the key
areas of sociology covered at AS-level. It includes chapters on the family, health, the
mass media, education, wealth, welfare and poverty, work and leisure and sociological
methods.The author's previous book, An Introduction to Sociology, rapidly established
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itself as one of the leading textbooks for GCSE Sociology, and was described by the
AQA Chief Examiner as 'setting the standard for textbooks at this level'.This new book
will prove indispensable to all those studying AS-level sociology, as well as those on
Access, Health and Social Care, and vocational courses of all kinds which contain a
sociological component.Ken Browneis a Lecturer in Sociology at North Warwickshire
and Hinckley College.
This groundbreaking new introduction to sociology is an innovative hybrid textbook and reader.
Combining seminal scholarly works, contextual narrative and in-text didactic materials, it
presents a rich, layered and comprehensive introduction to the discipline. Its unique approach
will help inspire a creative, critical, and analytically sophisticated sociological imagination,
making sense of society and the many small and large problems it poses.
Utopic Dreams and Apocalyptic Fantasies invites us to examine critical questions about video
game play, pleasure, and fantasy from a sociological perspective.
The essential revision guide for AS and 1st-year A level Sociology from trusted and best-
selling author Ken Browne. This indispensable book provides everything you need to revise for
the exams, with a clear topic-by-topic layout to recap key theories and central ideas. The
revision guide maps perfectly onto Ken Browne’s Sociology for AQA Volume 1 with each topic
cross-referenced to the main textbook so you can revisit any sections you need to. The book
includes a guide to exam questions – and how to answer them – with sample worked answers
showing how to achieve top marks. All specification options are covered, with exam tips
throughout the book. With this revision guide to take you through the exam and Sociology for
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AQA Volume 1 to develop your sociological imagination, Ken Browne provides the complete
resource for success in sociology. See also Sociology for AQA Revision Guide 2 for the 2nd-
year A level coverage, and visit www.politybooks.com/browne for extra resources.
Tackling the myth of a post-racial society Most people assume that racism grows from a
perception of human difference: the fact of race gives rise to the practice of racism. Sociologist
Karen E. Fields and historian Barbara J. Fields argue otherwise: the practice of racism
produces the illusion of race, through what they call “racecraft.” And this phenomenon is
intimately entwined with other forms of inequality in American life. So pervasive are the devices
of racecraft in American history, economic doctrine, politics, and everyday thinking that the
presence of racecraft itself goes unnoticed. That the promised post-racial age has not dawned,
the authors argue, reflects the failure of Americans to develop a legitimate language for
thinking about and discussing inequality. That failure should worry everyone who cares about
democratic institutions.
This fully updated Third Edition of Kenneth Allan’s acclaimed The Social Lens emphasizes the
diversity of classical and contemporary theory, critical thinking, and the importance of historical
context. Chosen for the diversity of their perspectives and their suitability for introducing
students to contemporary social thought, a wide variety of theorists appear in the text with their
individual voices vividly intact. The author engages students in the historic and contemporary
changes that have spawned diverse social theories and invites them to see theory as an
element within a broader range of critical thinking skills that can be applied to current social
problems.
An Introduction to SociologyJohn Wiley & Sons
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