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Praise for the first edition: "The most up-to-date and wideranging encyclopedia work on human evolution
available."--American Reference Books Annual "For
student, researcher, and teacher...the most complete
source of basic information on the subject."--Nature "A
comprehensive and authoritative source, filling a unique
niche...essential to academic libraries...important for
large public libraries." --Booklist/RBB
The prehistories of Britain and Ireland are inescapably
entwined with continental European narratives. The
central aim here is to explore Ôcross-channelÕ
relationships throughout later prehistory, investigating
the archaeological links (material, social, cultural)
between the areas we now call Britain and Ireland, and
continental Europe, from the Mesolithic through to the
end of the Iron Age. Since the separation from the
European mainland of Ireland (c. 16,000 BC) and Britain
(c. 6000 BC), their island nature has been seen as
central to many aspects of life within them, helping to
define their senses of identity, and forming a crucial part
of their neighbourly relationship with continental Europe
and with each other. However, it is important to
remember that the surrounding seaways have often
served to connect as well as to separate these islands
from the continent. In approaching the subject of
Ôcontinental connectionsÕ in the long-term, and by
bringing a variety of different archaeological perspectives
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(associated with different periods) to bear on it, this
volume provides a new a new synthesis of the ebbs and
flows of the cross-channel relationship over the course of
15,000 years of later prehistory, enabling fresh
understandings and new insights to emerge about the
intimately linked trajectories of change in both regions.
An understanding of the uniquely human behavior of
stone tool making tackles questions about hominins’
ability to culturally transmit and expand their base of
social and practical knowledge and their cognitive
capacities for advanced planning. The appearance of
stone tools has often been viewed as a threshold event,
impacting directly and profoundly the later course of
cultural and social evolution. Alternatively, it has been
understood as a prelude to significant succeeding
changes in behavioral, social and biological evolution of
hominins. This book presents a series of recent enquiries
into the technological and adaptive significance of
Oldowan stone tools. While anchored in a long research
tradition, these studies rely on recent discoveries and
innovative analyses of the archaeological record of ca.
2.6–1.0 million years ago in Africa and Eurasia, dealing
with the earliest lithic industries as manifestations of
hominin adaptations and as expressions of hominin
cognitive abilities.
The Chalcolithic, the phase in prehistory when the
important technical development of adding tin to copper
to produce bronze had not yet taken place, is not a term
generally used by British prehistorians and whether there
is even a definable phase is debated. Is there a British
Chalcolithic? brings together many leading authorities in
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20 papers that address this question. Papers are
grouped under several headings. Definitions, Issues and
Debate considers whether appropriate criteria apply that
define a distinctive period (c. 2450 - 2150 cal BC) in
cultural, social, and temporal terms with particular
emphasis on the role and status of metal artefacts and
Beaker pottery. Continental Perspectives addresses
various aspects of comparative regions of Europe where
a Chalcolithic has been defined. Around Britain and
Ireland presents a series of large-scale regional case
studies where authors argue for and against the adoption
of the term. The final section Economy, Landscapes and
Monuments , looks at aspects of economy, land-use and
burial tradition and provides a detailed consideration of
the Stonehenge and Avebury landscapes during the
period in question. The volume contains much detailed
information on sites and artefacts, and comprehensive
radiocarbon datasets that will be invaluable to scholars
and students studying this enigmatic but pivotal episode
of British Prehistory.
This volume expands archaeological understandings of
the past by using a neglected database - ground stone
artifacts - to stretch the boundaries of our
comprehension of the ancient world. Ground stone
artifacts, long recognized as part of the essential
domestic tool kit for food production and other activities,
have received little methodical attention in the
archaeological community until relatively recently. A
trend of increasing focus on ground stone artifacts in the
archaeological literature over the past two decades,
particularly in the New World, indicates the need to
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integrate such analyses with larger theoretical and
methodological issues. The editors bring together for the
first time a detailed, comprehensive view of the variety of
approaches to the archaeological analyses of these
artifacts melding together archaeological data and
innovative analyses of the most recent research. In a
thought provoking introduction, the editors provide
context for the issues and note recent advances made in
ground stone artifact analysis. Case studies based on
original data, organized along broad thematic interests,
form the bulk of the volume. The limitations and
opportunities that natural resources of a given region
impose on technological change, production, and
exchange are key points that many contributors touch
upon. In the concluding remarks, the case studies are
critically summarized with an eye towards a synthetic,
diachronic appraisal, and potential avenues for future
related studies.
This volume of original chapters written by experts in the
field offers a snapshot of how historical built spaces, past
cultural landscapes, and archaeological distributions are
currently being explored through computational social
science. It focuses on the continuing importance of
spatial and spatio-temporal pattern recognition in the
archaeological record, considers more wholly modelbased approaches that fix ideas and build theory, and
addresses those applications where situated human
experience and perception are a core interest. Reflecting
the changes in computational technology over the past
decade, the authors bring in examples from historic and
prehistoric sites in Europe, Asia, and the Americas to
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demonstrate the variety of applications available to the
contemporary researcher.
Focusing on sites of key significance and the world’s
first civilizations, Ancient Lives is an accessible and
engaging textbook which introduces complete beginners
to the fascinating worlds of archaeology and prehistory.
Drawing on their impressive combined experience of the
field and the classroom, the authors use a jargon-free
narrative style to enliven the major developments of
more than three million years of human life. First
introducing the basic principles, methods and theoretical
approaches of archaeology, the book then provides a
summary of world prehistory from a global perspective,
exploring human origins and the reality of life in the
archaic world. Later chapters describe the development
of agriculture and animal domestication and the
emergence of cities, states, and pre-industrial
civilizations in widely separated parts of the world. With
this new edition updated to reflect the latest discoveries
and research in the discipline, Ancient Lives continues to
be a comprehensive and essential introduction to
archaeology.
Bronze Age Worlds brings a new way of thinking about
kinship to the task of explaining the formation of social
life in Bronze Age Britain and Ireland. Britain and
Ireland’s diverse landscapes and societies experienced
varied and profound transformations during the twentyfifth to eighth centuries BC. People’s lives were shaped
by migrations, changing beliefs about death, making and
thinking with metals, and living in houses and field
systems. This book offers accounts of how these
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processes emerged from social life, from events, places
and landscapes, informed by a novel theory of kinship.
Kinship was a rich and inventive sphere of culture that
incorporated biological relations but was not determined
by them. Kinship formed personhood and collective
belonging, and associated people with nonhuman
beings, things and places. The differences in kinship and
kinwork across Ireland and Britain brought textures to
social life and the formation of Bronze Age worlds.
Bronze Age Worlds offers new perspectives to
archaeologists and anthropologists interested in the
place of kinship in Bronze Age societies and cultural
development.
This volume seeks to re-assess the significance
accorded to the body of stone and flint axe-heads
imported into Britain from the Continent which have until
now often been poorly understood, overlooked and
undervalued in Neolithic studies.
Diet 123: A Computerized Dietary Analysis Program
Using Lotus 123TM - Nicolette I. Teufel and George J.
Teufel The Cultural Ecology of Hunting and Potlatches
Among the Lillooet Indians - Steven Romanoff Abstracts
of Papers, 40th Annual Northwest Anthropological
Conference Jargonization Before Chinook Jargon William J. Samarin Improbable Species, Deceit, and
Social Control in the Context of Behavioral Ecology Richard Beeson Protecting American Indian Sacred
Geography - Deward E. Walker, Jr.
Engineering represents an ordered activity of creative
design andinventive manufacture of ingenious devices.
Its practitioners havethereby stimulated individuals,
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enlivened communities, enrichedcivilizations, and
contributed to the shaping of cultures. The authors of this
innovative text develop a systematic framework
forengineering in time, making extensive use of adaptive
heterogeneousprogressions. When combined with
considerations of feedback, feedforward, recursion, and
branching, an evolving and
comprehensivecharacterization of engineering becomes
evident. It is in thisblending of chronology, emerging
theory, and professional practicethat engineering finds its
foundational role in innovative design, device reliability,
intellectual property, technology risks, publicsafety,
professional ethics, material accounting, and other
recurringthemes relevant to contemporary engineering.
Engineering clearlyemerges as a complex and
increasingly important professio
This practical volume does not intend to replace a
mentor, but acts as a readily accessible guide to the
basic tools of lithic analysis. The book was awarded the
2005 SAA Award for Excellence in Archaeological
Analysis. Some focuses of the manual include: history of
stone tool research; procurement, manufacture and
function; assemblage variability. It is an incomparable
source for academic archaeologists, cultural resource
and heritage management archaeologists, government
heritage agencies, and upper-level undergraduate and
graduate students of archaeology focused on the
prehistoric period.
Gardens of Prehistory details the social developments
that were created by the prehistoric agricultural systems
of the New World.
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Wessex prehistorians got together in 1998 to dicsuss a
framework for future study. The result is this volume
which contains brief summaries of the state of current
research and proposals for future directions by among
others Tim Darvill, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Julian Thomas,
Frances Healy, Niall Sharples and Anrew Lawson.
Chapter headings are: general themes, mobile
communities, barrows and monuments, fields and
settlements, finds in context, conclusions.
A major problem confronting archeologists is how to
determine the function of ancient stone tools. In this
important work, Lawrence H. Keeley reports on his own
highly successful course of research into the uses of
British Paleolithic flint implements. His principal method
of investigation, known as "microwear analysis," was the
microscopic examination of traces of use left on flint
implements in the form of polishes, striations, and
breakage patterns. The most important discovery arising
from Keeley's research was that, at magnifications of
100x to 400x, there was a high correlation between the
detailed appearance of microwear polishes formed on
tool edges and the general category of material worked
by that edge. For example, different and distinctive types
of microwear polish were formed during use on wood,
bone, hide, meat, and soft plant material. These
correlations between microwear polish and worked
material were independent of the method of use (cutting,
sawing, scraping, and so on). In combining evidence of
polish type with other traces of use, Keeley was able to
make precise reconstructions of tool functions. This book
includes the results of a "blind test" of Keeley's functional
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interpretations which revealed remarkable agreement
between the actual and inferred use of the tools tested.
Keeley applied his method of microwear analysis to
artifacts from three excavation sites in Britain—Clacton-onthe-sea, Swanscombe, and Hoxne. His research
suggests new hypotheses concerning such Paleolithic
problems as inter-assemblage variability, the function of
Acheulean hand axes, sidescrapers, and chopper-cores
and points the way to future research in Stone Age
studies.
Birmingham Archaeology Monograph Series 1 This
report provides the results of archaeological
investigations undertaken by Birmingham University
Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU, now Birmingham
Archaeology) in advance of a major residential and
employment development at Grange Park, Courteenhall,
Northamptonshire (NGR SP 760550). The investigations,
of an extensive area of Iron Age, Roman and Saxon
landscape containing several settlement foci, were
undertaken between January and September 1999. The
1999 investigations followed a programme of
archaeological evaluation of the 193 hectare site in 1997
and 1998, comprising a desk-based assessment, aerial
photographic assessment, extensive fieldwalking,
geophysical survey and trial trenching. The site lies at
the interface between the higher quality agricultural land
and permeable geologies of Upper Nene Valley at
Northampton and the boulder clay uplands of the Salcey
and Whittlewood Forest areas. From the early prehistoric
period onwards the sands and gravels had been
favoured for settlement, a situation seen in microcosm at
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Grange Park, with the claylands probably remaining
heavily wooded until they were largely cleared in the Iron
Age and Roman periods. The Iron Age settlements at
Grange Park may be seen as outliers of the
concentration of settlements in the Upper Nene Valley
around Hunsbury hillfort. In the Early and Middle Saxon
periods the claylands appear to have been largely
abandoned for agriculture, with resultant regeneration of
woodland, before in the Late Saxon and medieval
periods intensive arable exploitation expanded over most
of the claylands from nucleated villages generally located
on the permeable geologies. Again the site at Grange
Park reflects this broader pattern in microcosm, with the
whole of the 193 hectare site being brought into ridgeand-furrow cultivation during the medieval period, as
evidenced by documentary and cartographic sources,
aerial photographs and surviving earthworks. With
contributions by Lynne Bevan, Megan Brickley, Marina
Ciaraldi, Jane Cowgill, Lucie Dingwall, Chris Gaffney,
Rowena Gale, James Greig, Annette Hancocks, Kay
Hartley, Rob Ixer, Erica Macey Bracken, Emily Murray,
Stephanie Rátkai, Val Rigby, David Smith, Roger Tomlin,
Roger White and Steven Willis Illustrations by Mark
Breedon, Nigel Dodds, John Halsted, and Bryony Ryder

Prehistoric use of the Pah Rah Range in western
Nevada has resulted in a diverse record of hunting,
processing, and residential sites, many of which
contain artifacts manufactured from fine-grained
volcanic (FGV) toolstones. Using data from the X-ray
fluorescence analysis of 303 FGV artifacts from 18
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sites in the Pah Rah Range and surrounding areas,
this thesis assesses whether prehistoric groups in
the Pah Rah Range utilized primarily local or exotic
FGV sources and how their procurement and use of
FGV toolstone fits within regional models of
toolstone conveyance and settlement. Results
indicate that during the Middle to Late Archaic
(5,000-700 cal BP) local FGV sources were
overwhelmingly preferred. Compared to obsidian
data from the same region, FGV toolstone reflects
shorter-distance conveyance and east-west rather
than north-south movement, suggesting that groups
in the Pah Rah Range likely combined residential
and logistical patterns of mobility with a variety of
toolstone procurement strategies.
Incorporates the latest discoveries and theories from
archaeology, genetics, history, and linguistics to
paint a spirited history of European settlement Who
are the Europeans and where did they come from?
In recent years scientific advances have released a
mass of data, turning cherished ideas upside down.
The idea of migration in prehistory, so long out of
favor, is back on the agenda. New advances allow
us to track human movement and the spread of
crops, animals, and disease, and we can see the
evidence of population crashes and rises, both
continent-wide and locally. Visions of continuity have
been replaced with a more dynamic view of
Europe’s past, with one wave of migration followed
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by another, from the first human arrivals in Europe to
the Vikings. Ancient DNA links Europe to its nearest
neighbors. It is not a new idea that farming was
brought from the Near East, but genetics now reveal
an unexpectedly complex process in which farmers
arrived not in one wave, but several. Even more
unexpected is the evidence that the European gene
pool was stirred vigorously many times after farming
had reached most of Europe. Climate change played
a part in this upheaval, but so did new inventions
such as the c and wheeled vehicles. Genetic and
linguistic clues also enhance our understanding of
the upheavals of the Migration Period, the
wanderings of steppe nomads, and the adventures
of the Vikings.
"Stonehenge Landscapes" is the largest digital
analysis of the archaeological landscape and
monuments of Stonehenge ever attempted. The
study uses data from more than 1200 monuments.
The contents of the Stonehenge barrows are
collated for the first time and presented in a series of
appendices. The result of this endeavour is a major
phenomenological study of the development of the
Stonehenge landscape from the Mesolithic to the
Early Bronze Age. The authors explain how the
landscape emerged over time, the developing
relationships between the public monuments, and
how these monuments created new spaces for
social action in prehistory. The way monuments
Page 12/22

Online Library An Examination Of Prehistoric
Stone Bracers From Britain
were used and perceived is discussed and the
results are demonstrated through interactive
software which displays GIS data, animations of
movement along monuments and through the
landscape, as well as 3-dimensional views of the
landscape, panoramic photographs and videos.
Uniquely, the reader can access all the data through
their web browser, permitting them to perform their
own studies and produce their own reading of the
landscape of Stonehenge. "Stonehenge
Landscapes" is a radical step forward in
archaeological publishing, integrating computing and
phenomenological study: permitting new insights into
a well-known landscape and allowing the reader to
participate in the study and interpretation of the
results. The Stonehenge Lanscapes CD includes a
software program to display various data sets. The
copyright owner of this program is Ronald Yorston.
Archaeopress holds a licence to distribute the
program as part of the electronic version of
Stonehenge Landscapes.
An exploration of how the evolution of behavioral
differences between humans and other primates
affected the archaeological stone tool evidence.
Excavation of a Scheduled burial mound on
Whitehorse Hill, Dartmoor revealed an unexpected,
intact burial deposit of Early Bronze Age date
associated with an unparalleled range of artefacts.
The cremated remains of a young person had been
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placed within a bearskin pelt and provided with a
basketry container, from which a braided band with
tin studs had spilled out. Within the container were
beads of shale, amber, clay and tin; two pairs of
turned wooden studs and a worked flint flake. A
unique item, possibly a sash or band, made from
textile and animal skin was found beneath the
container. Beneath this, the basal stone of the cist
had been covered by a layer purple moor grass
which had been collected in summer. Analysis of
environmental material from the site has revealed
important insights into the pyre material used to burn
the body, as well as providing important information
about the environment in which the cist was
constructed. The unparalleled assemblage of
organic objects has yielded insights into a range of
materials which have not survived from the earlier
Bronze Age elsewhere in southern Britain.
"The Celtic languages and groups called Keltoi (i.e.
'Celts') emerge into our written records at the preRoman Iron Age. The impetus for this book is to
explore from the perspectives of three
disciplines--archaeology, genetics, and
linguistics--the background in later European
prehistory to these developments. There is a
traditional scenario, according to which, Celtic
speech and the associated group identity came in to
being during the Early Iron Age in the north Alpine
zone and then rapidly spread across central and
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western Europe. This idea of 'Celtogenesis' remains
deeply entrenched in scholarly and popular thought.
But it has become increasingly difficult to reconcile
with recent discoveries pointing towards origins in
the deeper past. It should no longer be taken for
granted that Atlantic Europe during the 2nd and 3rd
millennia BC were pre-Celtic or even pre-IndoEuropean. The explorations in Celtic from the West 3
are drawn together in this spirit, continuing two
earlier volumes in the influential series"--Provided by
publisher.
International archaeologists examine early Stone
Age tools and bones to present the most holistic
view to date of the archaeology of human origins.
The exotic and impressive grave goods from burials
of the ÔWessex CultureÕ in Early Bronze Age
Britain are well known and have inspired influential
social and economic hypotheses, invoking the
former existence of chiefs, warriors and merchants
and high-ranking pastoralists. Alternative theories
have sought to explain the how display of such
objects was related to religious and ritual activity
rather than to economic status, and that groups of
artefacts found in certain graves may have belonged
to religious specialists. This volume is the result of a
major research that aimed to investigate Chalcolithic
and Early Bronze Age grave goods in relation to their
possible use as special dress accessories or as
equipment employed within ritual activities and
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ceremonies. Many items of adornment can be shown
to have formed elements of elaborate costumes,
probably worn by individuals, both male and female,
who held important ritual roles within society.
Furthermore, the analysis has shown that various
categories of object long interpreted as mundane
types of tool were in fact items of bodily adornment
or implements used in ritual contexts, or in the
special embellishment of the human body. Although
never intended to form a complete catalogue of all
the relevant artefacts from England the volume
provides an extensive, and intensively illustrated,
overview of a large proportion of the grave goods
from English burial sites.
There is a long-standing interest in use efficiency
and evolution in prehistoric ground stone tool
research. A design and performance analysis
conducted with replica tools examines a number of
milling tool performance characteristics, including
use efficiency, ease of manufacture, and ease of
maintenance, as well as their interplay in the design
process. This analysis shows that raw material and
use surface area affect use efficiency. A
paradigmatic artefact classification documents the
variation in prehistoric manos from archaeological
sites in the Middle Rio Puerco Valley of New Mexico.
The eleven papers in this volume explore current
methods and theories concerned with the
organization of stone tool technology through a
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variety of case studies. Contributors include: P J
Carr (The organization of technology: Impact and
potential); D S Amick (Technological organization
and the structure of inference in lithic analysis: An
examination of Folsom Hunting behaviour in the
American southwest); P J Carr (Technological
organization and prehistoric hunter-gatherer mobility:
Examination of the Hayes site); E E Ingbar (Lithic
material selection and technological organization); M
L Larson (Toward a holistic analysis of chipped
stone assemblages); G H Odell (Assessing huntergatherer mobility in the Illinois valley); W J Parry
(Prismatic blade technologies in North America); K E
Sassaman (Changing strategies of biface production
in the South Carolina coastal plain); J F Simek (The
organization of lithic technology and evolution: Notes
from the Continent); R Torrence (Strategies for
moving on in lithic studies); R L Kelly (Some
thoughts on future directions in the study of stone toll
technological organization).
This volume present a detailed study of the thin,
usually rectangular, pieces of pierced fine stone that
occur in inhumation graves of Beaker date mainly of
the second half of the third millennium cal BC. These
objects are considered to be archer's bracers or
wristguards. The study forms part of a more wideranging research project to identify more accurately
the significance of burial assemblages from Beaker
and Early Bronze Age contexts in England and
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Wales. The key objective is to produce a detailed
analysis of the nature and function of these grave
goods, beginning with the bracers, and to test the
hypothesis that many of the artefacts were originally
designed for use as components of ritual costume or
as equipment for use in religious acts and
ceremonies. The volume includes an illustrated
database of all recorded bracers.
An Examination of Prehistoric Stone Bracers from
BritainOxbow Books Limited
Often along vast expanses, ancient societies traded
certain commodities that were considered valuable
either for functional or symbolic reasons – or, rather,
a mixture of both factors. A Taste for Green
addresses latest research into the acquisition of
jade, turquoise or variscite, all of which share a
characteristic greenish colour and an engaging
appearance once they are polished in the shape of
axes or assorted adornments. Papers explore how,
in addition to constituting economic transactions, the
transfess of these materials were also statements of
social liaisons, personal capacities, and relation to
places or to unseen forces. The volume centres on
two study areas, Western Europe and
México/Southwest US, which are far apart not just in
geographical terms but also with regard to their
chronology and socioeconomic features. While some
North and Mesoamerican groups range from
relatively complex farming societies up to state-like
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organisations during the 1st and 2nd millennia AD,
the European counterparts are comparatively
simpler polities spanning the 5th–3rd millennia BC.
By contrasting the archaeological evidence from
diverse areas we may gain insights into the role that
production/movement of these green stones played
in their respective political and ritual economies.
Also, we think it useful to compare the scientific
approaches applied to this question in different parts
of the globe, specially Asia.
Rob Sands explores the evidence left by the use of
axes on wooden beams and tools found in
waterlogged archaeological sites dating over 2000
years old. A toolmark can not only inform the
archaeologist about the implement used, but also
provides evidence of building and artifact
construction methods and labor patterns. Examples
come from the author’s work at Oakbank Crannog in
Scotland. The volume examines the methods of
recording, techniques of analysis and implications of
this unusual form of evidence.
Pottery has become one of the major categories of
artefact that is used in reconstructing the lives and
habits of prehistoric people. In these 14 papers,
members of the Prehistoric Ceramics Research
Group discuss the many ways in which pottery is
used to study chronology, behavioural changes, interrelationships between people and between people
and their environment, technology and production,
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exchange, settlement organisation, cultural
expression, style and symbolism.
A substantial integrated and interpretative report of
the archaeological evidence for the occupation and
defense of this impressive multivallate hillfort
between the late Bronze Age and the Saxon and
early medieval periods. Chapters examine the
construction sequence of the castle, largely based
on its ceramic sequence, and finds recovered from
the `massacre levels' resulting from the Roman
violent conquest of the fort during the 1st century
AD. Production resources and residues, largely
associated with metal and stone working, agricultural
features and implements as well as dress
accessories and domestic items are also examined
in some detail.
A detailed overview of the Eastern African stone tools that
make up the world's longest archaeological record.
"Past, present and future "The archaeological materials
recovered from the Anyang excavations ... in the period
between 1928 and 1937...have laid a new foundation for the
study of ancient China (Li, C. 1977: ix)." When inscribed
oracle bones and enormousmaterial remains were found
through scientific excavation in Anyang in 1928, the historicity
of the Shang dynasty was confirmed beyond dispute for the
first time (Li, C. 1977: ix-xi). This excavation thus marked the
beginning of a modern Chinese archaeology endowed with
great potential to reveal much of China's ancient history.. Half
a century later, Chinese archaeology had made many
unprecedented discoveries which surprised the world, leading
Glyn Daniel to believe that "a new awareness of the
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importance of China will be a key development in
archaeology in the decades ahead (Daniel 1981: 211). This
enthusiasm was soon shared by the Chinese archaeologists
when Su Bingqi announced that "the Golden Age of Chinese
archaeology is arriving (Su, B. 1994: 139--140)". In recent
decades, archaeology has continuously prospered, becoming
one of the most rapidly developing fields in social science in
China"-This book introduces the hands-on analysis of North
American stone tools and prehistoric stone tool technology. It
considers the types of tools, the materials from which they
were crafted, and the methods by which they were produced.
One chapter is devoted to the stone tools cultural history of
the northern plains. Included are numerous illustrations and
examples from previous fieldwork. Kooyman teaches
archeology at the University of Calgary. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
The visual imagery of Neolithic Britain and Ireland is
spectacular. While the imagery of passage tombs, such as
Knowth and Newgrange, are well known the rich imagery on
decorated portable artefacts is less well understood. How
does the visual imagery found on decorated portable
artefacts compare with other Neolithic imagery, such as
passage tomb art and rock art? How do decorated portable
artefacts relate chronologically to other examples of Neolithic
imagery? Using cutting edge digital imaging techniques, the
Making a Mark project examined Neolithic decorated portable
artefacts of chalk, stone, bone, antler, and wood from three
key regions: southern England and East Anglia; the Irish Sea
region (Wales, the Isle of Man and eastern Ireland); and
Northeast Scotland and Orkney. Digital analysis revealed, for
the first time, the prevalence of practices of erasure and
reworking amongst a host of decorated portable artefacts,
changing our understanding of these enigmatic artefacts.
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Rather than mark making being a peripheral activity, we can
now appreciate the central importance of mark making to the
formation of Neolithic communities across Britain and Ireland.
The volume visually documents and discusses the contexts of
the decorated portable artefacts from each region, discusses
the significance and chronology of practices of erasure and
reworking, and compares these practices with those found in
other Neolithic contexts, such as passage tomb art, rock art
and pottery decoration. A contribution from Antonia Thomas
also discusses the settlement art and mortuary art of Orkney,
while Ian Dawson and Louisa Minkin contribute with a
discussion of the collaborative fine art practices established
during the project.
Ground stone artefacts were widely used in food production
in prehistory. However, the archaeological community has
widely neglected the dataset of ground stone artefacts until
now. 'New Approaches to Old Stones' offers a theoretical and
methodological analysis of the archaeological data pertaining
to ground stone tools. The essays draw on a range of case
studies - from the Levant, Egypt, Crete, Anatolia, Mexico and
North America - to examine ground stone technologies. From
medieval Islamic stone cooking vessels and late Minoan
stone vases, to the use of stone in ritual and as a symbol of
luxury, 'New Approaches to Old Stones' offers a radical
reassessment of the impact of ground-stone artefacts on
technological change, production and exchange.
Articles by John Clegg and Isabel McBryde annotated
separately.
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