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This excellent and concise summary of the social and economic history of Europe in the Middle Ages examines the
changing patterns and developments in agriculture, commerce, trade, industry and transport that took place during the
millennium between the fall of the Roman Empire and the discovery of the New World. After outlining the trends in
demography, prices, rent, and wages and in the patterns of settlement and cultivation, the author also summarizes the
basic research done in the last twenty-five years in many aspects of the social and economic history of medieval Europe,
citing French, German and Italian works as well as English. Significantly, this study surveys the present state of
discussion on a number of on unresolved issues and controversies, and in some areas suggests common sense
answers. Some of the problems of economic growth, or the lack of it, are looked at in the light of current theories in
sociology and economic thought. This classic text, first published in 1972, makes a useful and interesting general
introduction for students of medieval and economic history.
This is the first history of finance - broadly defined to include money, banking, capital markets, public and private finance,
international transfers etc. - that covers Western Europe (with an occasional glance at the western hemisphere) and half
a millennium. Charles Kindleberger highlights the development of financial institutions to meet emerging needs, and the
similarities and contrasts in the handling of financial problems such as transferring resources from one country to
another, stimulating investment, or financing war and cleaning up the resulting monetary mess. The first half of the book
covers money, banking and finance from 1450 to 1913; the second deals in considerably finer detail with the twentieth
century. This major work casts current issues in historical perspective and throws light on the fascinating, and far from
orderly, evolution of financial institutions and the management of financial problems. Comprehensive, critical and
cosmopolitan, this book is both an outstanding work of reference and essential reading for all those involved in the study
and practice of finance, be they economic historians, financial experts, scholarly bankers or students of money and
banking. This groundbreaking work was first published in 1984.
An Economic History of EuropeCambridge University Press
This volume examines the history of industrial economies such as capital, labour and enterprise within Europe.
Considering Europe as a whole rather than as a mosaic of individual states, François Crouzet presents here an
accessible, engaging history of the European economy during the second millennium. Stressing the common economic
institutions shared over time by the different regions of Europe and the networks of relations that have linked them,
Crouzet examines pan-European changes and integration rather than merely the particular experiences of individual
countries. A History of the European Economy, 1000-2000 goes beyond addressing the historical ramifications of trade in
the European economy to encompass problems such as the diffusion of technology, the migration of capital and labor,
diasporas and minorities, and national diversity. By stressing the historical origins of the drive toward European
integration and its progress all the way to the birth of the euro, Crouzet delivers an original and comprehensive overview
of European economic history.
This book examines the most important themes in European social and economic history from the beginning of growth
around the year 1000 to the first wave of global exchange in the 1490s. These five hundred years witnessed the rise of
economic systems, such as capitalism, and the social theories that would have a profound influence on the rest of the
world over the next five centuries. The basic story, the human search for food, clothing, and shelter in a world of violence
and scarcity, is a familiar one, and the work and daily routines of ordinary women and men are the focus of this volume.
Surveying the full extent of Europe, from east to west and north to south, Steven Epstein illuminates family life, economic
and social thought, war, technologies, and other major themes while giving equal attention to developments in trade,
crafts, and agriculture. The great waves of famine and then plague in the fourteenth century provide the centerpiece of a
book that seeks to explain the causes of Europe's uneven prosperity and its response to catastrophic levels of death.
Epstein also sets social and economic developments within the context of the Christian culture and values that were
common across Europe and that were in constant tension with Muslims, Jews, and dissidents within its boundaries and
the great Islamic and Tartar states on its frontier.
Like many other historians, the authors of this book believe that there is no single key to understanding the past, and hold
that there is no single way in which history should be approached or written. History is the result of the interaction of a
multitude of forces. To emphasize some one of these forces may serve to clarify an aspect of the truth; but no simple
explanation, no one force, no single school of thought, can offer a complete interpretation of all history. Some factors,
however, are more important than others in conditioning the course of world affairs, and the authors believe that the most
persistent and fundamental have been the economic factors. In their opinion, it is economic history that serves best the
vital purpose of drawing "attention to the enduring and more important actors and scenes in the human drama." -
Foreword.
First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
This volume explores economic, social, and political dimensions of three catastrophic famines which struck mid-nineteenth and early-
twentieth century Europe; the Irish Famine (An Gorta Mór ) of 1845–1850, the Finnish Famine (Suuret Nälkävuodet) of the 1860s and the
Ukrainian Famine (Holodomor) of 1932/1933. In addition to providing new insights into these events on international, national and regional
scales, this volume contributes to an increased comparative historiography in historical famine studies. The parallel studies presented in this
book challenge and enhance established understandings of famine tragedies, including: famine causation and culpability; social and regional
famine vulnerabilities; core–periphery relationships between nations and regions; degrees of national autonomy and self-sufficiency; as well
as famine memory and identity. Famines in European Economic History advocates that the impact and long-term consequences of famine for
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a nation should be understood in the context of evolving geopolitical relations that extend beyond its borders. Furthermore, regional
structures within a nation can lead to unevenness in both the severity of the immediate famine crisis and the post-famine recovery. This book
will be of interest to those in the fields of economic history, European history and economic geography.
"Setting European economic development within a unified, comparative and genuinely pan-European framework, this textbook surveys the
transition to modern economic growth since 1700. Leading authors cover the major themes of modern economic history and compare
economic development across countries in a clear and comprehensible way"--Provided by publisher.
A major history of economic regimes and economic performance throughout the twentieth century. Ivan T. Berend looks at the historic
development of the twentieth-century European economy, examining both its failures and its successes in responding to the challenges of
this crisis-ridden and troubled but highly successful age. The book surveys the European economy's chronological development, the main
factors of economic growth, and the various economic regimes that were invented and introduced in Europe during the twentieth century.
Professor Berend shows how the vast disparity between the European regions that had characterized earlier periods gradually began to
disappear during the course of the twentieth century as more and more countries reached a more or less similar level of economic
development. This accessible book will be required reading for students in European economic history, economics, and modern European
history.
A transnational survey of the economic development of Europe, exploring why some regions advanced and some stayed behind.
‘The Long Road to the Industrial Revolution’ offers a new explanation of the origins of the industrial revolution in Western Europe by placing
development in Europe within a global perspective. It focuses on its specific institutional and demographic development since the late Middle
Ages, and on the important role played by human capital formation
This book offers a comprehensive study of regional industrialization in Europe and Asia from the early nineteenth century to the present.
Using case studies on regional industrialization, the book provides insights into similarities and differences in industrialization processes
between European, Eurasian and Asian countries. Important factors include the transition from traditional to modern industrial production,
industrial policy, agglomeration forces, market integration, and the determinants of industrial location over time. The book is an invaluable
reference that attempts to bridge the fields of economic history, political history, economic geography, and economics while contributing to
the debates on economic divergence between Europe and Asia as well as on the role of economic integration and globalization.
The book brings together a number of different approaches and the topics covered vary in theme and scope, including broad general surveys
(for example, of the historical debate on the early factory masters, and of the principal trends in post-war industrial relations in Europe) and
more specialist case studies. The contributors include labour, social and economic historians, and the geographical spread ranges from
Europe to the USA and Japan. While each of the chapters covers major new themes, the volume's originality lies in examining the theme of
industrial relations in ways that invite broader comparative thinking.
In 1945, many Europeans still heated with coal, cooled their food with ice, and lacked indoor plumbing. This book presents an account of the
extraordinary development of Europe's economy since the end of World War II. It argues that the continent's history has been critical to its
economic performance.
An Economic History of Europe provides students with a comprehensive introduction to European economic history from the
fifteenth century to the present day. Individual chapters offer brief references to previous historical periods and events, with special
attention given to core themes concerning economic development, and an analysis of their change through time and space. Core
themes examined in each period include: the increasing prominence of industry international trade demand and supply dynamics
agriculture. The unique structure of this text enables students not only to gain a firm grounding in the long-term evolution of the
European economy, but also provides an historical overview of the economic development of individual countries. Individual
contributors analyze the shift from the modern to the contemporary period and offer a broad explanation of the historical roots of
the problems that face today's economic development. This key text is indispensable reading for students in economics, economic
history, development economics and history.
Long respected as a classic in Europe, this translation is welcomed as the first comprehensive survey of Swedish economic
history available in this country. Herein the late Eli Filip Heckscher discusses Swedish economy from the feudalism of the Middle
Ages to World War II socialism. Complete coverage is given to such diverse yet interrelated subjects as land distribution and use,
agrarian reforms, growth of cities, social structure, foreign influence and immigration, development of iron and other metals, forest
industry, population growth, trade beginnings, cooperatives, and the growth of socialism. Faithfully translated, and with a newly
added conclusion by Gunnar Heckscher, the author's son, this interesting book is valuable as a study of one of Europe's most
economically advanced countries. Well-illustrated with maps, charts, and graphs, it provides invaluable reference material.
This is the ideal companion text to A Political History of Western Europe Since 1945. It is an introductory survey which explains
how western Europe built up its postwar prosperity and is moving towards continental integration. Themes treated include: the
origins of the EC; consumerism; youth culture and protest; immigration; the oil crisis and its aftermath; and the contrasting
experience and expectations of the Nordic world and the Mediterranean south. The book ends with the consequences of Soviet
collapse. Designed for general history students, it assumes no formal knowledge of economics, and is notably accessible and user-
friendly in its approach.
Présentation de l'éditeur : "Vera Zamagni charts the remarkable story of European economic growth from the birth of
industrialization through to the present day. Setting European events within the wider context of world economic progress and
alongside developments in Asia, Eastern Europe and the United States, she provides an up-to-date and authoritative survey
suitable for course use. The book begins with an outline of the economic landscape of the late Middle Ages before exploring the
process of European industrialization, including how the British model was replicated across Europe, and why Britain was unable
to maintain its position relative to other economies, in particular the United States. The advent of global finance is examined and
the economic impact of world war and revolution is assessed. European reconstruction and integration is analysed alongside the
decline of Russia and the growth of the Asian economies. The book ends with an assessment of the impact of the global crash of
2008 and the subsequent crisis of the Eurozone. Throughout her analysis, Zamagni shows how the social and economic
institutions and values of European civilization catalyzed economic progress. That these same structures are now threatened
makes this history particularly timely."
Mass tourism is one of the most striking developments in postwar western societies, involving economic, social, cultural, and
anthropological factors. For many countries it has become a significant, if not the primary, source of income for the resident
population. The Mediterranean basin, which has long been a very popular destination, is explored here in the first study to
scrutinize the region as a whole and over a long period of time. In particular, it investigates the area's economic and social
networks directly involved in tourism, which includes examining the most popular spots that attract tourists and the crucial actors,
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such as hotel entrepreneurs, travel agencies, charter companies, and companies developing seaside resort networks. This
important volume presents a fascinating picture of the economics of tourism in one of the world's most visited destinations.
This book is the first quantitative description of Europe’s economic development at a regional level over the entire twentieth
century. Based on a new and comprehensive set of data, it brings together a group of leading economic historians in order to
describe and analyze the development of European regions, both for nation states and for Europe as a whole. This provides a new
transnational perspective on Europe’s quantitative development, offering for the first time a systematic long-run analysis of
national policies independent from the use of national statistical units. The new transnational dimension of data allows for the
analysis of national policies in a more thorough way than ever before. The book provides a comprehensive database at the level of
modern NUTS 2 regions for the period 1900–2010 in 10-year intervals, and a panoramic view of economic development both
below and above the national level. It will be of great interest to economic historians, economic geographers, development
economists and those with an interest in economic growth.
Readers will gain a deeper understanding of the sharp divergence in economic standing between the four different regions of
Europe, as well as knowledge about how institutional corruption and other cultural features exacerbated these variations.
The Economic History of European Jews offers a radical revision of demographics and economics. It explains how the presence of
Jews was a limited one and their trade was just that, trade by Jews, not “Jewish Trade”.
Unlike most existing textbooks on the economic history of modern Europe, which offer a country-by-country approach,
The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Europe rethinks Europe's economic history since 1700 as unified and pan-
European, with the material organized by topic rather than by country. This second volume tracks Europe's economic
history through three major phases since 1870. The first phase was an age of globalization and of European economic
and political dominance that lasted until the First World War. The second, from 1914 to 1945, was one of war,
deglobalization, and depression and the third was one of growing integration not only within Europe but also between
Europe and the global economy. Leading authors offer comprehensive and accessible introductions to these patterns of
globalization and deglobalization as well as to key themes in modern economic history such as economic growth,
business cycles, sectoral developments, and population and living standards.
Volume I of The Cambridge Economic History of Europe is a survey of agrarian life in Roman and Byzantine Europe.
A comprehensive analysis of European craft guilds through eight centuries of economic history Guilds ruled many crafts
and trades from the Middle Ages to the Industrial Revolution, and have always attracted debate and controversy. They
were sometimes viewed as efficient institutions that guaranteed quality and skills. But they also excluded competitors,
manipulated markets, and blocked innovations. Did the advantages of guilds outweigh their costs? Analyzing thousands
of guilds from 1000 to 1880, The European Guilds answers that question with vivid examples and clear economic
reasoning. Sheilagh Ogilvie features the voices of honourable guild masters, underpaid journeymen, exploited
apprentices, shady officials, and outraged customers, and follows the stories of the “vile encroachers”—women, migrants,
Jews, gypsies, bastards, and others—desperate to work but hunted down by the guilds as illicit competitors. The
European Guilds analyzes the toxic complicity between guild members and political elites, and shows how privileged
institutions and exclusive networks prey on prosperity and stifle growth.
These essays discuss principal and much-debated issues in European agrarian history within the context of the general
economic history of northwestern Europe. The authors endeavor to explain the phenomena with explicit use of economic
reasoning, and several of the papers draw on fresh historical source materials. The use of economics provides a
relevance beyond the specific historical context, at the same time making possible a broader understanding of the
reasons for the persistence, spread, and variation of certain peasant practices and forms of organization. The topics
discussed include: the origin, persistence, and demise of the famous open or common field system of village agricultural
organization; the development of peasant and rural industry preceding and during the Industrial Revolution; and the
nineteenth-century adjustments of agriculture on the continent to world competition. A foreword by William N. Parker
describes the economic and social setting to which the essays are relevant and an afterword by Eric L. Jones relates the
papers not only to traditional concerns of economic development and European economic history, but also to the history
of the European physical and biological environment in the past several centuries. Originally published in 1976. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
Why was early modern Europe the starting point of the economic expansion which led to the Industrial Revolution? What
was the state’s role in this momentous transformation? A History of States and Economic Policies in Early Modern
Europe takes a comparative approach to answer these questions, demonstrating that wars, public finance and state
intervention in the economy were the key elements underlying European economic dynamics of the era. Structured in two
parts, the book begins by examining the central issues of the state–economy relationship, including military revolution,
the fiscal state and public finance, mercantilism, the formation of commercial empires and the economic war between
Britain and France in the 1700s. The second part presents a detailed comparison between the different economic policies
of the most important European states, looking at their unique demographic, economic, military and institutional contexts.
Taken as a whole, this work provides a valuable analysis of early modern economic history and a picture of Europe’s
global position on the eve of the Industrial Revolution. This book will be useful to students and researchers of economic
history, early modern history and European history.
Examines the economic history of Europe during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Between 1492 and 1914, Europeans conquered 84 percent of the globe. But why did Europe establish global dominance,
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when for centuries the Chinese, Japanese, Ottomans, and South Asians were far more advanced? In Why Did Europe
Conquer the World?, Philip Hoffman demonstrates that conventional explanations—such as geography, epidemic disease,
and the Industrial Revolution—fail to provide answers. Arguing instead for the pivotal role of economic and political history,
Hoffman shows that if certain variables had been different, Europe would have been eclipsed, and another power could
have become master of the world. Hoffman sheds light on the two millennia of economic, political, and historical changes
that set European states on a distinctive path of development, military rivalry, and war. This resulted in astonishingly
rapid growth in Europe's military sector, and produced an insurmountable lead in gunpowder technology. The
consequences determined which states established colonial empires or ran the slave trade, and even which economies
were the first to industrialize. Debunking traditional arguments, Why Did Europe Conquer the World? reveals the startling
reasons behind Europe's historic global supremacy.
The Chapters of European Economic History describe key moments in the economic development of the European
continent and its offshoots. Starting with antiquity through the Middle Ages, it continues with the economic impact of the
Age of Exploration and the Reformation. The Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions or Liberal Movements are analysed
against the background of the ever increasing influence of European states on economic affairs around the globe.
Europe was the continent to establish colonies in large areas of the world shaping their production, trade, and investment
patterns. The author describes two waves of globalisation with the first one starting around 1830 and being centred
clearly on Europe in its heyday. Everything ends for the Old Continent with the First World War. The book provides a
description of the financial centre moving to the USA as Europe descended into economic misery and social radicalism.
The economic base of both Nazi and Communist totalitarianism is compared briefly as well as the second wave of
globalisation we are experiencing today with the first one of the 19th century. The book’s non-technical approach makes
it appropriate for all those interested in the issue of economic history.
The Belgian historian attempts an international viewpoint in this general history of the social and economic evolution in Western Europe
Second edition of leading textbook on European economic history, updated throughout and with new coverage of post-financial crisis Europe.
The collapse of communism in Central, East and South-East Europe (CESEE) led to great hopes for the region and for Europe. A quarter of a
century on, the picture is mixed: in many CESEE countries, the transformation process is incomplete, and the economic catch-up has taken
longer than anticipated. The current situation has highlighted the need for a better understanding of the long-term political and economic
implications of the Central, East and South-East European historical experience. This thematically organised text offers a clear and
comprehensive guide to the economic history of CESEE from 1800 to the present day. Bringing together authors from both East and West,
the book also draws on the cutting-edge research of a new generation of scholars from the CESEE region. Presenting a thoroughly modern
overview of the history of the region, the text will be invaluable to students of economic history and CESEE area studies.
A clear and readable account of the development of the European economy and its infrastructure from the second century to 1500. Professor
Pounds provides a balanced view of the many controversies within the subject, and he has a particular gift for bringing a human dimension to
its technicalities. He deals with continental Europe as a whole, including an unusually rich treatment of Eastern Europe. For this welcome new
edition -- the first in twenty years -- text and bibliography have been reworked and updated throughout, and the book redesigned and reset.
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