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An Ace Of The Eighth An American Fighter Pilots Air
War In Europe
On an early morning in the fall of 1942, Kemp McLaughlin's group set out for a raid on a
French target. Immediately after dropping its bombs, McLaughlin's plane was hit. A huge fire
burned a four-foot hole in his wing, his waist gunner bailed out, his radio operator was
wounded, the plane lost all oxygen, and his pilot put on a parachute and sat on the escape
hatch, waiting for the plane to explode. And this was only McLaughlin's first sortie. McLaughlin
went on to pilot the mission command plane on the second raid against Schweinfurt, the
largest air raid in history, which resulted in the destruction of 70 percent of German ball bearing
production capability. McLaughlin also participated in the bombing of heavy water installations
in Norway. The Mighty Eighth in WWII also includes the stories of downed pilots in France and
Holland who traveled under the cover of night through the countryside, evading the Nazis who
had seen their planes go down. As a group leader, McLaughlin was responsible for the
planning and execution of air raids, forced to follow the directives of senior (and sometimes
less informed) officers. His position as one of the managers of the massive sky trains allows
him to provide unique insight into the work of maintenance and armament crews, preflight
briefings, and off-duty activities of the airmen. No other memoir of World War II reveals so
much about both the actual bombing runs against Nazi Germany and the management of
personnel and material that made those airborne armadas possible.
This volume focuses on the little known official Army Air Force report commissioned by the
Eighth Air Force's VIII Fighter Command (FC) in May 1944. The detailed document chronicled
the experiences of 24 pilots who had seen extensive service in the frontline escorting B-17s
and B-24s on daylight raids deep into Germany. Briefed to provide a candid report on combat
flying that could be used as a teaching 'manual' for potential fighter pilots, the VIII FC veterans
openly discuss their secrets to success, and survival in the deadly skies over occupied Europe.
Exactly half of those pilots who contributed to The Long Reach subsequently achieved ace
status.
Arguably two of the finest fighters built during the course of World War II, the Me 262 and P-51
Mustang heralded new dawns in aircraft performance. Making its operational debut in the
summer of 1944, and powered by the Jumo 004 jet engine, the Me 262 outclassed Allied
planes in terms of speed and firepower ratio, offering a formidable punch with four 30 mm MK
108 nose-mounted cannons. However, in the P-51, fitted with the Rolls-Royce (Packard) Merlin
engine and drop tanks, the USAAF finally had a fighter that had the 'legs' to escort its heavy
bombers deep into Reich airspace and back. If flown to its strengths, the P-51 was more than
capable of taking on the feared Me 262 on an equal footing, despite the differences in power
and top speed. Indeed, the Mustang proved to be the Luftwaffe fighter arm's nemesis. When
the P-51D sortied over Germany from the summer of 1944 onwards, it shredded through the illtrained and depleted Gruppen of the Luftwaffe's defence wings. This book examines the two
fighters in detail, exploring their history and development and containing accurate descriptions
of the combats between the P-51 Mustang and the Me 262 in what were some of the most
bitter and large-scale aerial actions fought over Europe in 1944–45.
The first USAAF fighters to engage the Japanese in World War 2, a handful of P-40s rose to
defend Pearl Harbor from attack on the morning of 7 December 1941. Warhawk units were
also heavily involved in the ill-fated fight to stem invading Japanese forces in the Philippines
and Java between December 1941 and April 1942 and again in the Gilbert and Marshall
Islands between January 1943 and March 1944. This book examines The Warhawk's wartime
exploits and all of its aces including 'aces-in-a-day' Mel Wheadon and Joe Lesika.
Includes the Aerial Warfare In Europe During World War II illustrations pack with over 180
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maps, plans, and photos. “The key to victory in World War II Europe lay in wresting control of
the skies from the Nazis. America’s most courageous pilots hurled their underrated P-47
Thunderbolts time and again against the Luftwaffe’s over-whelming power, and won. This is
the true life story of one of the greatest Thunderbolt aces of all, Robert S. Johnson: his training,
his early failures, his brushes with death, and his twenty-eight kills that helped smash the
German juggernaut. Step by step, dogfight by dogfight, maneuver by maneuver, he details
daring aerial exploits against monumental odds with America’s fabled 56th Fighter Group, a
special breed of men who changed the course of history.”-Print ed.
In the skies of World War II Europe, the Eighth Air Force was a defining factor in turning the
tide against the Nazis. In these gripping oral histories, the sacrifice, savagery, and supremacy
of the 'Mighty Eighth' is described by those who experienced it . . . and survived it. When
America entered World War 11, it was woefully unprepared for a fight, though Europe was
already years into the battle. Soon, though, America's war machine was rolling out pilots,
engineers, planes, and materials in astounding numbers. It was called the Eighth Air Force and it would hit the Nazi juggernaut like a lightning bolt. Launching a then-groundbreaking
campaign of daylight bombing runs, the men of the Eighth would suffer more casualties than
the entire Marine Corps in the Pacific Theater. But they would also prove to be the most
effective weapon against the enemy, taking out strategic targets such as munitions plants and
factories that were vital to the German war effort and grinding them to a halt. In The Mighty
Eighth, the men who fought in the greatest air war in human history tell their stories of courage
and camaraderie as only those who were there can tell them. 'Bold, brawny, epic in scope'
Stephen Coonts, author of Pirate Alley 'Revealing and vivid personal sketches of the quiet
heroes in a unit that suffered more lives lost than the entire Marine Corps in WW11.' Kirkus
Reviews 'One of the most accomplished oral historians at work today.' Publishers Weekly
Second lieutenant Dick Curtis arrived in Italy in May 1944–twenty years old and part of a
shipment of P-51 Mustang fighter pilots so desperately needed that they were rushed into
combat with less than thirty hours of flight time in their new high-performance aircraft. Six of
the twelve pilots assigned to the 52nd Fighter Group were shot down in the first two weeks. By
his ninth mission, Curtis was the only one still flying. A maverick, he barely escaped courtmartial with his high-flying antics. Escorting bombers sent to pound heavily defended oil fields
was risky enough, but strafing the enemy supply lines, ports, and airfields was even more
dangerous. Curtis may chalk up his success to dumb luck, but these missions took exceptional
skill and courage. This hair-raising account captures the air war in all its split-second terror and
adrenaline-pumping action.

Robin Olds was many things to many people. To his West Point football coach he
was an All American destined for the National College Football Hall of Fame. To
his P-38 and P-51 wartime squadrons in WWII he was the aggressive fighter pilot
who made double ace and became their commander in nine short months. For
the pioneers of the jet age, he was the wingman on the first jet demo team, a
racer in the Thompson Trophy race, and the only U.S. exchange officer to
command an RAF squadron. In the tabloid press he was the dashing flying hero
who married the glamorous movie star. For the current crop of fighter pilots he is
best known as the leader of the F-4 Wolfpack battling over North Vietnam. For
cadets at the Air Force Academy he was a role model and mentor. He was all of
those things and more. Here's Robin's story in his own words and gleaned from
the family and friends of his lifetime. Here's the talent and learning, the passion
and leadership, the love and disappointments of his life. Few men have written
on the tablets of aviation history with such a broad and indelible brush. Olds was
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a classic hero with vices as well as virtues, a life writ large that impacted many.
In The Americans at D-Day, the first volume of this series, John C. McManus
showed us the American experience in Operation Overlord. Now, in this
succeeding volume, he does the same for the Battle of Normandy as a whole.
Never before has the American involvement in Normandy been examined so
thoroughly or exclusively as in The Americans at Normandy. For D-Day was only
one part of the battle, and victory came from weeks of sustained effort and
sacrifices made by Allied soldiers. Presented here is the American experience
during that summer of 1944, from the aftermath of D-Day to the slaughter of the
Falaise Gap, from the courageous, famed figures of Bradley, Patton, and
Lightnin' Joe Collins to the lesser-known privates who toiled in torturous
conditions for their country. What was this battle really like for these men? What
drove them to fight against all sense and despite all obstacles? How and why did
they triumph? Reminiscent of Cornelius Ryan's The Longest Day, The Americans
at Normandy takes readers into the minds of the best American strategists, into
the hearts of the infantry, into hell on earth. Engrossing, lightning-quick, and filled
with real human sorrow and elation, The Americans at Normandy honors those
Americans who lost their lives in foreign fields and those who survived. Here is
their story, finally told with the depth, pathos, and historical perspective it
deserves. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
Unquestionably the best American fighter of World War 2, the North American
P-51 Mustang served in large numbers with the USAAF's Eighth Air Force from
late 1943 until VE Day, and was the mount of most aces in-theatre. Charged with
the responsibility of escorting huge formations of B-17 Flying Fortress and B-24
Liberator bombers on daylight raids deep into Germany, the P-51 pilots of the
various fighter groups within the 'Mighty Eighth' went head to head with the
cream of the Luftwaffe's fighter squadrons for control of the skies over the Third
Reich. Aircraft of the Aces 1, 19 and 24 are also available in a single volume as
'Aces of the Mighty Eighth'.
The P-51 Mustang and P-47 Thunderbolt were the finest American fighters of
World War 2, and both saw service with the RAF in substantial numbers. The
RAF began flying the Mustang in 1944, using it to fly bomber escort missions,
and deploying to support the ground campaigns in Italy and the Balkans. It was
also flown by a number of Polish units in the RAF. The P-47 Thunderbolt was the
best fighter available in CBI theatre, where it was flown by a number of aces
against the Japanese, mainly in a ground support role. Although these two fighter
types are most associated with the Americans, they performed an important role
serving in the RAF.
Easy to use, and useful when kept close at hand in the room where you work.
The book is a pleasure to read: the style elegant and authoritative.' Lancet '...this
book is a wonderful reference to enable primary physicians to be informed about
their patients.' Annals of Internal Medicine Universally used across the world by
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genetic counsellors, medical geneticists and clinicians alike, Harper's Practical
Genetic Counselling has established itself as the essential guide to counselling
those at risk from inherited disorders. Increasingly, common disorders are known
to have a genetic component and this book provides invaluable and up to date
guidance through the profusion of new information in this area and the
associated psychosocial and ethical considerations and concerns. Within its
established, tried and trusted framework, the book contains new chapters on:
laboratory methods, new genetic sequencing techniques and the applications of
genome-wide SNP association studies, genetic susceptibility, cross cultural
aspects and the genetic counselling process. It has expand chapters on genetic
screening and screening of newborn, treatment techniques and rational
approaches to treatment, non-Mendelian inheritance, free fetal DNA in prenatal
screening and diagnosis. Key features: - Fully updated to provide the very latest
information when in a busy consulting room or clinic - Clear and authoritative
advice applicable to everyday clinical practice - Reflects the rapid development of
knowledge in this area, including the implications of the human genome project
and related technology The eighth edition of this popular, best selling text
continues to be an essential source of reference for trainee and practitioner
genetic counsellors, medical geneticists and clinicians. Also it provides valuable
background for specialist nurses, counsellors, social scientists, ethicists as well
as genetics laboratory staff.
An Ace of the EighthAn American Fighter Pilot's Air War in EuropePresidio Press
Allied fighter pilots began encountering German jets – principally the outstanding
Me 262 fighter – from the autumn of 1944. Stunned by the aircraft's speed and
rate of climb, it took USAAF and RAF units time to work out how to combat this
deadly threat as the Luftwaffe targeted the medium and heavy bombers attacking
targets across the Reich. A number of high-scoring aces from the Eighth Air
Force (Drew, Glover, Meyer, Norley and Yeager, to name but a few) succeeded
in claiming Me 262s, Me 163 and Ar 234s during the final months of the
campaign, as did RAF aces like Tony Gaze and 'Foob' Fairbanks. The exploits of
both famous and little-known pilots will be chronicled in this volume, detailing how
they pushed their P-47s, P-51s, Spitfires and Tempests to the limits of their
performance in order to down the Luftwaffe's 'wonder weapons'.
Please note: This ebook edition does not include the photo insert from the print edition.
The widely anticipated memoir of legendary ace American fighter pilot, Robin Olds
Robin Olds was a larger-than-life hero with a towering personality. A graduate of West
Point and an inductee in the National College Football Hall of Fame for his All-American
performance for Army, Olds was one of the toughest college football players at the
time. In WWII, Olds quickly became a top fighter pilot and squadron commander by the
age of 22—and an ace with 12 aerial victories. But it was in Vietnam where the man
became a legend. He arrived in 1966 to find a dejected group of pilots and motivated
them by placing himself on the flight schedule under officers junior to himself, then
challenging them to train him properly because he would soon be leading them. Proving
he wasn't a WWII retread, he led the wing with aggressiveness, scoring another four
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confirmed kills, becoming a rare triple ace. Olds (who retired a brigadier general and
died in 2007) was a unique individual whose personal story is one of the most eagerly
anticipated military books of the year.
The US aviation industry produced three great fighter designs to equip its burgeoning
army air force during World War 2, and of this trio, Republic's P-47 Thunderbolt was
easily the heaviest. Powered, crucially, by a turbocharged Pratt & Whitney R-2800
Double Wasp radial engine that produced 2000 hp, the first production fighters reached
the 56th FG in June 1942, and six months later the group joined the Eight Air Force in
Britain. The arrival of the first P-47Cs in mid-1943 addressed the problem of the
aircraft's short combat radius, as this model could be fitted with an external tank.
Slowly, as combat tactics evolved in units like the 56th and 78th FGs, pilots learnt how
best to fly the Thunderbolt in order to effectively counter the more nimble Luftwaffe
fighters.
The 357th Fighter Group produced 42 aces, more than any other group within the
USAAF. It was also the first group in the Eighth Air Force to be equipped with the P-51.
Thanks to this fighter and the talented pilots assigned to the group (men such as Bud
Anderson, Kit Carson, John England and Chuck Yeager) the 357th achieved a faster
rate of aerial victories than any other Eighth Air Force group during the final year of the
war. It also claimed the highest number of aerial kills – 56 – in a single mission. The
group was awarded two Distinguished Unit Citations (the unit equivalent of the Medal of
Honor). Written by Chris Bucholtz, this book is crammed full of first-hand accounts,
superb photography and some of the most colorful profiles to be found in World War II
aviation.
Ever wonder whether Tiger Woods in his prime would have beaten Bobby Jones, Ben
Hogan, or Jack Nicklaus in their primes? And could any of them have beaten Babe
Zaharias? Obviously, if Bobby Jones were returned to life and health and then given his
old hickory-shafted mashie, persimmon-headed driver, and rubber-core ball in a match
against Jordan Spieth, the outcome would be foreordained. But what if the impact of the
training, equipment, courses, and traveling conditions could be neutralized in order to
create a measurement? Now for the first time, questions are answered about the
relative abilities of the greatest players in the history of professional golf. In The Hole
Truth Bill Felber provides a relativistic approach for evaluating and comparing the
performance of golfers while acknowledging the game’s changing nature. The Hole
Truth analyzes the performances of players relative to their peers, creating an index of
exceptionality that automatically factors the changing nature of the game through time.
That index is based on the standard deviation of the performances of players in golf’s
recognized major championships dating back to 1860. More than two hundred players
are rated in comparison with one another, more than sixty of them in detail with profiles
providing context on their ranking. For the dedicated golf fan, The Hole Truth is an
engaging way to see in the numbers where their favorite golfers rank across eras and
where current players like Rory McIlroy and Inbee Park compare to the game’s greats.
The three most distinguished and best known US fighter aircraft of World War II were
undoubtedly the P-38, the P-51 and the P-47. This book assesses the relative strengths
and weaknesses of each legendary aircraft, and uncovers the personalities and
achievements of their greatest ' ace' pilots. The daylight raids on the Third Reich, when
P-51 pilots went head to head with the cream of the Luftwaffe; the less-celebrated yet
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equally outstanding exploits of the P-38 over Germany's heartland, and the evolving
combat tactics that enabled the heavy P-47 to hold its own against more nimble
German opponents are all detailed in this volume.
After each mission, America's World War II pilots were required by armed forces
regulation to submit a report, written in their own words, of that day's events in the
wartorn skies over Europe or the Pacific. This collection features a selection of those
reports from the greatest American aces of the war -- Francis Gabreski, George
Preddy, Hubert Zemke, Richard Bong, Richard McGuire, Chuck Yeager and others -who recount engaging German and Japanese pilots in dogfights, tearing through
enemy bomber formations, getting peppered with enemy machine-gun fire and nursing
crippled Mustangs, Thunderbolts and Lightnings back to base. Photos of the aces and
their aircraft, along with appendices listing names, units and victories, make this an
invaluable reference for any aviation or history enthusiast.
This is a paranormal love story spanning eternity. Mike and Cindy, two young lovers,
discover that they have literally been soul-mates forever. While weekending in Las
Vegas, they have a life-altering paranormal experience which leads them to embark on
a search to find and reunite with their eight other soul mates. These ten lovers have
lived innumerable lifetimes together, both within this Realm and the seven other
Realms that together make up the multiverse in which we all exist. After the ten soul
mates are finally reunited, they set out to to uncover the hidden nature of the universe,
and to learn their part in it. Their journey takes them from Earth to their eternal home in
the Prime Realm. There they discover many bizarre and unorthodox truths about the
meaning of life, death, love, and the underlying nature of reality. What they learn will
shake their belief-system as they find they can defy all of the normal laws of nature and
alter their bodies and even their sexes at will. Eventually the group participates in
creating a new Big Bang that results in the beginning of the ninth Realm in our
multiverse. As readers follow along in this journey of discovery, they may find
themselves questioning and reexamining their fundamental beliefs about sex, love,
religion, spirituality, and the true meaning and purpose of life. Whether you agree or
disagree with the premise of this novel, you will find the book difficult to put down and
even more difficult to forget.
Like The Long Reach, Down to Earth is a message from the battle at its height, told in their
own words by the men who fight' this is how Brig-Gen Francis Griswold, VIII Fighter Command,
ends his introduction to this book. His official endorsement reveals just how important a
document Down to Earth was to the teaching of tyro fighter pilots heading for action in the
ETO. More leading aces were lost to flak whilst ground strafing than to German fighters. In this
book William Hess has included biographies of all the pilots that originally contributed to this
work back in 1943-44.
An account of America's involvement in Normandy offers insight into the nation's best
strategists and the firsthand experiences of its infantry, providing coverage of D-Day's
aftermath, the Falaise Gap slaughter, and the contributions of such figures as Bradley, Patton,
Collins, Rommel, and lesser-known soldiers. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
FOR A FIGHTER PILOT IN THE MIGHTY EIGHTH, DEATH WAS ALWAYS A HEARTBEAT
AWAY. When the skies of Europe blazed with the fiercest air battles in history, fighter pilots like
Norman “Bud” Fortier were in the thick of it, flying four hundred miles an hour at thirty
thousand feet, dodging flak and dueling with Nazi aces. In their role as “escorts” to Flying
Fortresses and Liberators, the fighter squadrons’ ability to blast enemy aircraft from the sky
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was key to the success of pinpoint bombing raids on German oil refineries, communication and
supply lines, and other crucial targets. Flying in formation with the bomber stream, Fortier and
the rest of his squadron helped develop dive-bombing and strafing tactics for the Thunderbolts
and Mustangs. As the war progressed, fighter squadrons began to carry out their own bombing
missions. From blasting V-1 missile sites along France’s “rocket coast” and the hell-torn
action of D day to the critical attacks on the Ruhr Valley and massive daylight raids on German
industrial targets, Fortier was part of the Allies’ bitter struggle to bring the Nazi war machine to
a halt. In describing his own hundred-plus missions and by including the accounts of fellow
fighter pilots, Fortier recaptures the excitement and fiery terror of the world’s most dangerous
cat-and-mouse game.
This volume details the experiences of 107 elite American aces in combat against the
Japanese. The highest scoring US pilots of World War 2 fought against the Japanese Army Air
Force and Imperial Japanese Navy over the jungles of New Guinea and the Philippines. Flying
P-38s and P-47s, men such as Dick Bong and Thomas McGuire won the Medal of Honor for
their successes in combat in 1943-45. 'Twelve to One' is a rare document that details the 'tricks
of the trade' employed by these men. This volume also includes biographies of the men whose
tips for aerial combat make up the text, and the V Fighter Command Manual.
The speed with which the Corsair was rushed into service as a land-based fighter obliged the
pilots to learn on the job. The aircraft soon proved to be superior to the Japanese Zero and
played a major part in the destruction of Japan's elite air forces in the South Pacific. Later, in
an effort to counter the Kamikaze threat, the Corsair was once again hurriedly pressed into
service; this time in its originally intended role as a shipboard fighter. This versatile aircraft saw
service with the US Navy and Marines, the British Fleet Air Arm and the RNZAF. Most of the
4FU pilots who recount their experiences within these pages considered it to be the best allround fighter in the Pacific theatre.
The lawyer hiring the author in this matter had seen the author in action during a trial, which
was the factor in their collaboration. The book is compiled with access to all the transcripts
gathered during trial as well as copious notes taken during research and trial preparation. The
entire book is factual, with no window dressing fiction.
"The most comprehensive, widely used, and evidence-based pharmacotherapy text available
Hailed by Doody's Review Service as "one of the best in pharmacy" Pharmacotherapy: A
Pathophysiologic Approach is unmatched in its ability to help students develop a mastery of
evidence-based medicine for optimum patient outcomes. The eighth edition will feature the
addition of SI units throughout and an increased number of global examples and clinical
questions. Features Unparalleled guidance in the development of pharmaceutical care plans
Full-color presentation Key Concepts in each chapter Critical Presentation boxes summarize
common disease signs and symptoms Clinical Controversies boxes examin complicated
issues you face when providing drug therapy NEW material added to the online learning center
EXPANDED evidence-based recommendations EXPANDED coverage of timely issues such
as palliative care and pain medicine Therapeutic recommendations in each disease-specific
chapter"--Provided by publisher.

The breathtaking, never-before-told, true story of a historic air force bombing
mission in 1943 Germany. On September 6, 1943, three hundred and thirty-eight
B-17 "Flying Fortresses" of the American Eighth Air Force took off from England,
bound for Stuttgart, Germany, to bomb Nazi weapons factories. Dense clouds
obscured the targets, and one commander's critical decision to circle three times
over the city—and its deadly flak—would prove disastrous. Forty-five planes went
down that day, and hundreds of men were lost or missing. Focusing on firstperson accounts of six of the B-17 airmen, award-winning author Robert Mrazek
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vividly re-creates the fierce air battle—and reveals the astonishing valor of the
airmen who survived being shot down, and the tragic fate of those who did not.
Dubbed the 'Eagles of Duxford', the 78th Fighter Group (FG) was unique in being
the only fighter unit in the 'Mighty Eighth' to fly the P-38 Lightning, P-47
Thunderbolt and P-51 Mustang operationally. Arriving in the European Theatre of
Operations (ETO) in November 1942, and eventually committed to combat five
months later, the 78th, along with the 4th and 56th FGs, 'wrote the book' on longrange fighter escort by VIII Fighter Command in the ETO. This volume charts the
group's highs and lows during its two years in action from Duxford, focusing on
the exploits of the 51 pilots who achieved ace status with the 78th during World
War 2. These men included Capt Charles London, the very first Eighth Air Force
ace, and Maj Quince Brown, who was the 78th's most successful aerial ace prior
to being murdered by the SS after he was shot down over Germany. By VE Day,
the 'Eagles of Duxford' had downed 316 aircraft and destroyed a further 320
machines on the ground during strafing attacks on German airfields.
Whether you are following a problem-based, an integrated, or a more traditional
medical course, clinical biochemistry is often viewed as one of the more
challenging subjects to grasp. What you need is a single resource that not only
explains the biochemical underpinnings of metabolic medicine, but also
integrates laboratory findings with clinical practice. You will find all this, and more,
in the eighth edition of Clinical Biochemistry and Metabolic Medicine. This wellrespected text provides comprehensive and measured guidance to this complex
area, reflecting the ongoing changes in our understanding of clinical biochemistry
while preserving the acknowledged strengths of previous editions: readability, a
firm basis in the underlying science, and a clear focus on clinical applicability.
The North American P-51 Mustang was one of the most successful and effective
fighter aircraft of all time. It was initially produced in response to a 1940 RAF
requirement for a fast, heavily-armed fighter able to operate effectively at
altitudes in excess of 20,000ft. North America built the prototype in 117 days, and
the aircraft, designated NA-73X, flew on 26 October 1940. The first of 320
production Mustang Is for the RAF flew on 1 May 1941, powered by a 1,100hp
Allison V-1710-39 engine. RAF test pilots soon found that with this powerplant
the aircraft did not perform well at high altitude, but that its low-level performance
was excellent. It was when the Mustang airframe was married to a Packard-built
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine that the aircraft’s true excellence became apparent.
Possessing a greater combat radius than any other Allied single-engine fighter, it
became synonymous with the Allied victory in the air. During the last eighteen
months of the war in Europe, escorting bomber formations, it hounded the
Luftwaffe to destruction in the very heart of Germany. In the Pacific, operating
from advance bases, it ranged over the Japanese Home Islands, joining carrierborne fighters such as the Grumman Hellcat to bring the Allies massive air
superiority. Yet the Mustang came about almost by accident, a product of the
Royal Air Force’s urgent need for new combat aircraft in the dark days of 1940,
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when Britain, fighting for survival, turned to the United States for help in the
island nation’s darkest hour.
Nicknamed the 'Bluenosed Bastards of Bodney' due to the garish all-blue noses
of their P-51s, the 352nd FG was one of the most successful fighter groups in the
Eighth Air Force. Credited with destroying almost 800 enemy aircraft between
1943 and 1945, the 352nd finished fourth in the ranking of all groups within VIII
Fighter Command. Initially equipped with P-47s, the group transitioned to P-51s
in the spring of 1944, and it was with the Mustang that its pilots enjoyed their
greatest success. Numerous first-hand accounts, 55 newly commissioned
artworks and 140+ photos complete this concise history of the 'Bluenosers'.
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