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The Iranian languages form the major eastern branch of the Indo-European group of languages, itself part of the larger
Indo-Iranian family. Estimated to have between 150 and 200 million native speakers, the Iranian languages constitute
one of the world’s major language families. This comprehensive volume offers a detailed overview of the principle
languages which make up this group: Old Iranian, Middle Iranian, and New Iranian. The Iranian Languages is divided into
fifteen chapters. The introductory chapters by the editor present a general overview and a detailed discussion of the
linguistic typology of Iranian. The individual chapters which follow are written by leading experts in the field. These
provide the reader with concise, non-technical descriptions of a range of Iranian languages. Each chapter follows the
same pattern and sequence of topics, taking the reader through the significant features not only of phonology and
morphology but also of syntax; from phrase level to complex sentences and pragmatics. Ample examples on all levels
are provided with detailed annotation for the non-specialist reader. In addition, each chapter covers lexis, sociolinguistic
and typological issues, and concludes with annotated sample texts. This unique resource is the ideal companion for
undergraduate and postgraduate students of linguistics and language. It will also be of interest to researchers or anyone
with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistics anthropology and language development. Gernot Windfuhr is Professor
of Iranian Studies at the University of Michigan; he has published widely on Persian and Iranian languages and linguistics
and related languages, as well as on other aspects of Iranian culture including Persian literature and Pre-Islamic Iranian
religions.
The International Conference on Historical Linguistics has always been a forum that reflects the general state of the art in
the field, and the 2009 edition, held in Nijmegen, The Netherlands, fully allows the conclusion that the field has been
thriving over the years. The studies presented in this volume are an expression of ongoing theoretical discussions as well
as new analytical approaches to the study of issues concerning language change. Taken together, they reflect some of
the current challenges in the field, as well as the opportunities offered by judicious use of theoretical models and careful
corpus-based work. The volume's contributions are organized under the following headings: I. General and Specific
Issues of Language Change, II. Linguistic Variation and Change in Germanic, III. Linguistic Variation and Change in
Greek, and IV. Linguistic Change in Romance.
Aspects of Iranian Linguistics introduces readers to recent research into various properties of a number of Iranian
languages. The volume consists of twenty chapters that cover a full range of Iranian linguistics, including formal
theoretical perspectives (from a syntactic and morphological point of view), typological and functional perspectives, and
diachronic and areal perspectives. It also contains papers on computational linguistics and neurolinguistics, as well as
the modern history of lexicography in Iran. Various Iranian languages are discussed in this volume, including Hawrami
and Kermanji, two of the major dialects of Kurdish, Medival, Classical and Modern Persian, Balochi, Taleshi and Pamir.
With the exception of Persian, other Iranian languages had not received much attention in the past. Thus this work, as
the first volume ever published on various aspects of these languages and their linguistic properties, is a valuable
contribution to our understanding of a less commonly studied language family. The theoretical, descriptive, and applied
approaches pursued by various authors in this volume, together with the colorful range of languages discussed, provide a
unique perspective that is appealing to researchers in different domains of linguistics and language studies.
This handbook offers a comprehensive overview of the field of Persian linguistics, discusses its development, and
captures critical accounts of cutting edge research within its major subfields, as well as outlining current debates and
suggesting productive lines of future research. Leading scholars in the major subfields of Persian linguistics examine a
range of topics split into six thematic parts. Following a detailed introduction from the editors, the volume begins by
placing Persian in its historical and typological context in Part I. Chapters in Part II examine topics relating to phonetics
and phonology, while Part III looks at approaches to and features of Persian syntax. The fourth part of the volume
explores morphology and lexicography, as well as the work of the Academy of Persian Language and Literature. Part V,
language and people, covers topics such as language contact and teaching Persian as a foreign language, while the final
part examines psycho- neuro-, and computational linguistics. The volume will be an essential resource for all scholars
with an interest in Persian language and linguistics.
The collected articles in this volume address an array of cutting-edge issues in the field of historical linguistics, including
new theoretical approaches and innovative methodologies for studying language through a diachronic lens. The articles
focus on the following themes: I. Case & Argument Structure, II. Alignment & Diathesis, III. Patterns, Paradigms, &
Restructuring, IV. Grammaticalization & Construction Grammar, V. Corpus Linguistics & Morphosyntax, VI. Languages in
Contact. Papers reflect a wide range of perspectives, and focus on issues and data from an array of languages and
language families, from new analyses of case and argument structure in Ancient Greek to phonological evidence for
language contact in Vietnamese, from patterns of convergence in Neo-Aramaic to the development of the ergative in
Basque. The volume contributes substantially to the debate surrounding core issues of language change: the role of the
individual speaker, the nature of paths of grammaticalization, the role of contact, the interface of diachrony and
synchrony, and many other issues. It should be useful to any reader hoping to gain insight into the nature of language
change.
This volume is an important contribution to the diachrony of non-canonical subjects in a typological perspective. The
questions addressed concern the internal mechanisms and triggers for various changes that non-canonical subjects
undergo, ranging from semantic motivations to purely structural explanations. The discussion encompasses the whole lifePage 1/5
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cycle of non-canonical subjects: from their emergence out of non-subject arguments to their expansion, demise or
canonicization, focusing primarily on syntactic changes and changes in case-marking. The volume offers a number of
different case studies comprising such languages as Italian, Spanish, Old Norse and Russian as well as languages less
studied in this context, such as Latin, Classical Armenian, Baltic languages and some East Caucasian languages.
Typological generalizations in the form of recurrent developmental paths are offered on the basis of data presented in
this volume and in the literature.
This book traces the changes in argument alignment that have taken place in Aramaic during its 3000-year documented
history. Eastern Aramaic dialects first developed tense-conditioned ergative aligment in the perfect, which later
developed into a past perfective. However, while some modern dialects preserve a degree of ergative aligment, it has
been eroded by movement towards semantic/Split-S alignment and by the use of separate marking for the patient, and
some dialects have lost ergative alignment altogether. These dialects therefore show an entire cycle of alignment
change, something which had previously been considered unlikely. Eleanor Coghill examines evidence from ancient
Aramaic texts, recent dialectal documentation, and cross-linguistic parallels to provide an account of the pathways
through which this alignment change took place. She argues that what became the ergative construction was originally
limited mostly to verbs with an experiencer role, such as 'see' and 'hear', which could encode the experiencer with a
dative. While this dative-experiencer scenario shows some formal similarities with other proposed explanations for
alignment change, the data analysed in this book show that it is clearly distinct. The book draws important theoretical
conclusions on the development of tense-conditioned alignment cross-linguistically, and provides a valuable basis for
further research.
Alignment Change in Iranian LanguagesA Construction Grammar ApproachWalter de Gruyter
The languages of Western Asia belong to a variety of language families, including Indo-European, Kartvelian, Semitic,
and Turkic, but share numerous features on account of being in areal contact over many centuries. This volume presents
descriptions of the modern languages, contributed by leading specialists, and evaluates similarities across the languages
that may have arisen by areal contact. It begins with an introductory chapter presenting an overview of the various
genetic groupings in the region and summarizing some of the significant features and issues relating to language contact.
In the core of the volume the presentation of the languages is divided into five contact areas, which include (i) eastern
Anatolia and northwestern Iran, (ii) northern Iraq, (iii) western Iran, (iv) the Caspian region and south Azerbaijan, and (v)
the Caucasian rim and southern Black Sea coast. Each section contains chapters devoted to the languages of the area
preceded by an introductory section that highlights significant contact phenomena. The volume is rounded off by an
appendix with basic lexical items across a selection of the languages. The handbook features contributions by Erik
Anonby, Denise Bailey, Christiane Bulut, David Erschler, Geoffrey Haig, Geoffrey Khan, Rene Lacroix, Parvin
Mahmoudveysi, Hrach Martirosyan, Ludwig Paul, Stephan Procházka, Laurentia Schreiber, Don Stilo, Mortaza TaheriArdali, Christina van der Wal Anonby.
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field. General problems are studied from the
perspective of individual languages, language families, language groups, or language samples. Conclusions are the result of a
deepened study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages, whose analysis may shed new light on
long-standing problems in general linguistics.
This is the fourth volume of a comprehensive reference work which provides systematic descriptions of the manifestations of
gender in languages of diverse areal, typological and socio-cultural affiliations. To the 30 languages already analysed in previous
volumes, Vol. 4 adds another 12 languages whose gendered structures have received little or no academic attention in the past.
Again, the collection includes a broad spectrum of languages: It contains languages with and without grammatical gender, a
language with noun classification and a classifier language; larger national languages as well as smaller languages with minority
status; and, of course, members of diverse language families, i.e. Indo-European as well as Finno-Ugrian, Iroquois, Tai-Kadai and
Niger-Congo. The volume illustrates the tremendous variation found in the area of gender representation across languages. At the
same time, it will provide the much-needed material required for an explicitly comparative approach to linguistic manifestations of
gender.
Semantic roles have continued to intrigue linguists for more than four decades now, starting with determining their kind and
number, with their morphological expression, and with their interaction with argument structure and syntax. The focus in this
volume is on typological and historical issues. The papers focus on the cross-linguistic identification of semantic-role equivalents,
on the regularity of, and exceptions concerning change and grammaticalization in semantic roles, the variation of encoding the
roles of direction and experiencer in specific languages, presenting evidence for identifying a new semantic role of speech
addressee in Caucasian languages, on semantic roles in word formation, and finally a cross-linguistic comparison of the functions
and the grammaticalization of the ethical dative in some Indo-European languages. The book will be of interest to anyone involved
with case and semantic roles, with the syntax-semantics interface, and with semantic change and grammaticalization.
This study is the first wide-scope morpho-syntactic comparative study of North-Eastern Neo-Aramaic dialects to date. Given the
historical depth of Aramaic (almost 3 millennia) and the geographic span of the modern dialects, coming in contact with various
Iranian, Turkic and Semitic languages, these dialects provide an almost pristine "laboratory" setting for examining language
change from areal, typological and historical perspectives. While the study has a very wide coverage of dialects, including also
contact languages (and especially Kurdish dialects), it focuses on a specific grammatical domain, namely attributive constructions,
giving a theoretically motivated and empirically grounded account of their variation, distribution and development. The results will
be enlightening not only to Semitists seeking to learn about this fascinating modern Semitic language group, but also for
typologists and general linguists interested in the dynamics of noun phrase morphosyntax.
This volume provides a detailed investigation of perfects from all the branches of the Indo-European language family, in some
cases representing the first ever comprehensive description. Thorough philological examinations result in empirically well-founded
analyses illustrated with over 940 examples. The unique temporal depth and diatopic breadth of attested Indo-European
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languages permits the investigation of both TAME (Tense-Aspect-Mood-Evidentiality) systems over time and recurring cycles of
change, as well as synchronic patterns of areal distribution and contact phenomena. These possibilities are fully exploited in the
volume. Furthermore, the cross-linguistic perspective adopted by many authors, as well as the inclusion of contributions which go
beyond the boundaries of the Indo-European family per se, facilitates typological comparison. As such, the volume is intended to
serve as a springboard for future research both into the semantics of the perfect in Indo-European itself, and verb systems across
the world’s languages.
This book offers a corpus-based synchronic and diachronic investigation of Experiential constructions in Latin, focusing on
patterns of variation and change in argument realization and non-canonical case-marking and providing insights in the domain of
diachronic verbal syntax and semantics.
Die Festschrift enthalt insgesamt 30 Beitrage zu verschiedenen Bereichen der Iranistik. Es handelt sich sowohl um Artikel zu
Forschungsschwerpunkten von Ph. G. Kreyenbroek, wie dem Zoroastrismus, der kurdischen Literatur und Religion, insbesondere
die der Yeziden und Ahl-e Haqq, aber auch um Beitrage zur iranischen Philologie, der Zeit der Achameniden sowie der
Geschichte und Kultur Irans in islamischer Zeit. Die Aufsatze umfassen so unterschiedliche Themen wie z.B. Sinn und Zweck von
Ritualen aus der Sicht von Parsi-Priestern, eine Gegenuberstellung von Tawusi Melek und dem Pfau in der Mandaischen
Tradition, Zeitkonzepte des Yezidismus, einen Uberblick uber die persische Presse der letzten Jahrzehnte, judaische Gesandte im
Achamenidenreich, Ohrmazd in der soghdischen Uberlieferung, Modalitatstypologie im Kurdischen und Hawrami oder baktrische
Demonstrativpronomina. Ein Uberblick uber das Werk Kreyenbroeks sowie ein Verzeichnis seiner Schriften erganzen den Band.
This volume presents a typological/theoretical introduction plus eight papers about ergative alignment in 16 Amazonian languages.
All are written by linguists with years of fieldwork and comparative experience in the region, all describe details of the synchronic
systems, and several also provide diachronic insight into the evolution of these systems. The five papers in Part I focus on
languages from four larger families with ergative patterns primarily in morphology. The typological contribution is in detailed
consideration of unusual splits, changes in ergative patterns, and parallels between ergative main clauses and nominalizations.
The three papers in Part II discuss genetically isolated languages. Two present dominant ergative patterns in both morphology and
syntax, the other a syntactic inverse system that is predominantly ergative in discourse. In each, the authors demonstrate that
identification of traditional grammatical relations is problematic. These data will figure in all future typological and theoretical
debates about grammatical relations.
These papers from the 1987 Typology Symposium — a follow-up to the 1985 meeting in Moscow — deal with the relevance of
typology for historical linguistics. Its application in understanding phonological and grammatical change is examined for a variety of
languages. Its relevance for application of the comparative method and the method of internal reconstruction is noted with
reference to the glottalic theory and problems in other language families. Among the several approaches, alignment typology is
especially examined, with languages defined as accusative, ergative or stative-active an approach to which linguists of the USSR
have made important contributions in recent years.Among specific problems examined are tonogenesis in Na-Dene, the origin of
the genitive in ergative languages, and relative pronouns of Indo-European languages in the context of the Eurasiatic hypothesis.
Along with changes in other languages (like those of East and Southeast Asia), these problems are discussed in an effort to
determine general and specific tendencies in language change, and to contribute towards the development of diachronic typology.
Collection of relevant papers concerning the study of the Iranian and Caucasian world under historical, cultural, ethnographical,
religious, political, literary and linguistic aspects from the early Middle Ages up to the present.
Language Contact and the Development of Modern Hebrew, edited by Edit Doron, presents twenty four different innovative
syntactic constructions of Modern Hebrew, attributing them to syntactic change due to the impact of contact languages on previous
stages of Hebrew.
In Argument structure in Kashmiri Saartje Verbeke studies the patterns of grammatical relations in the Indo-Aryan language
Kashmiri, including case marking and verb agreement, from a typological point of view.
This volume explores the way in which grammaticalization processes - whereby lexical words eventually become markers of
grammatical categories - converge and differ across various types of language. While grammaticalization at its core is a
unidirectional phenomenon, in which the same pathways of change are replicated across languages, certain language types and
language areas have distinct preferences with respect to what they grammaticalize and how. Previous work has principally
addressed this question with specific reference to languages of Southeast and East Asia that do not seem to grammaticalize
paradigms of categories in the same manner as Indo-European languages, or form extensive grammaticalization chains. This
volume takes a broader approach and proceeds systematically area by area: specialists in the field address the processes of
grammaticalization in languages of Africa, Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas, and in creole languages. The studies
reveal a number of unique pathways of grammaticalization in each language area, as well as identifying the universal shared
features of the phenomenon.
This volume presents a state-of-the-art survey of synchronic and diachronic dimensions of Ergativity in the Indo-Aryan language
family. It contains an introduction drawing on the most important recent typological and theoretical contributions to this field, plus
seven papers about the origin, development and distribution of ergative alignment in ancient and modern Indo-Aryan languages
written by well-established expert authors. The articles provide detailed explorations of language-specific synchronic systems or
patterns of change, and large-scale studies of the distribution of ergative morphosyntax across the Indo-Aryan languages. The
papers have a typological-functional approach and are based on thorough fieldwork experience and/or philological investigation.
As the Indo-Aryan language family has played a paramount role in recent theories of Ergativity and of alignment typology and
change, this volume is highly relevant to experts working on these languages and to scholars interested in grammatical relations
and it will figure in all future debates in these fields
In a field still dominated by syntactic perspectives, it is easy to overlook the words that are the irreducible building blocks of
language. Morphological Perspectives takes words as the starting point for any questions about linguistic structure: their form, their
internal structure, their paradigmatic extensions, and their role in expressing and manipulating syntactic configurations. With a
team of authors that run the typological gamut of languages, this book examines these questions from multiple perspectives, both
the canonical and the non-canonical. By taking these questions seriously, and letting loose a full battery of analytical techniques,
the following chapters not only celebrate the pioneering work of Greville G. Corbett but present new thinking on traditional
approaches, including the paradigm, deponency and morphological features.
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This is the first book on the acquisition of the German case system by foreign language learners. It explores how learners in their
interlanguage progress from the total absence to the presence of a case system. This development is characterized by an
evolvement from marking the argument’s position to marking the argument’s actual function. Theoretically couched within
Processability Theory, the book deals with the feature unification and the mapping processes involved in case marking, and
critically examines previous findings on German case acquisition. Empirically, the book consists of longitudinal data of 11 foreign
language learners of German, which was collected over a period of 2 years. This book will be useful to anyone interested in the
acquisition of German and in the acquisition of case systems in general.
This set of essays highlights the state of the art in the linguistics of Iranian languages. The contributions span the full range of
linguistic inquiry, including pragmatics, syntax, semantics, phonology/phonetics, lexicography, historical linguistics and poetics and
covering a wide set of Iranian languages including Persian, Balochi, Kurdish and Ossetian. This book will engage both the active
scholar in the field as well as linguists from other fields seeking to assess the latest developments in Iranian linguistics.
This handbook offers an extensive crosslinguistic and cross-theoretical survey of polysynthetic languages, in which single multimorpheme verb forms can express what would be whole sentences in English. These languages and the problems they raise for
linguistic analyses have long featured prominently in language descriptions, and yet the essence of polysynthesis remains under
discussion, right down to whether it delineates a distinct, coherent type, rather than an assortment of frequently co-occurring traits.
Chapters in the first part of the handbook relate polysynthesis to other issues central to linguistics, such as complexity, the
definition of the word, the nature of the lexicon, idiomaticity, and to typological features such as argument structure and head
marking. Part two contains areal studies of those geographical regions of the world where polysynthesis is particularly common,
such as the Arctic and Sub-Arctic and northern Australia. The third part examines diachronic topics such as language contact and
language obsolence, while part four looks at acquisition issues in different polysynthetic languages. Finally, part five contains
detailed grammatical descriptions of over twenty languages which have been characterized as polysynthetic, with special attention
given to the presence or absence of potentially criterial features.
Originally published as the Continuum Companion to Historical Linguistics, this book brings together a number of leading scholars
who provide a combination of different approaches to current and new issues in historical linguistics, while supplying an exhaustive
and up-to-date coverage of sub-fields traditionally regarded as central to historical linguistics research. The editors aim to build a
solid background for further discussion and to indicate directions for new research on relevant open questions. The book includes
coverage of key terms, a list of resources, and sections on: - history of research- methodology- phonology- morphologygrammatical categories- syntax- grammaticalization- semantics - etymology- language contact- sociolinguistics- causes of
language change It is a complete resource for researchers working on historical linguistics.
The Iranian languages, due to their exceptional time-depth of attestation, constitute one of the very few instances where a shift
from accusative alignment to split-ergativity is actually documented. Yet remarkably, within historical syntax, the Iranian case has
received only very superficial coverage. This book provides the first in-depth treatment of alignment change in Iranian, from Old
Persian (5 C. BC) to the present. The first part of the book examines the claim that ergativity in Middle Iranian emerged from an
Old Iranian agented passive construction. This view is rejected in favour of a theory which links the emergence of ergativity to
External Possession. Thus the primary mechanisms involved is not reanalysis, but the extension of a pre-existing construction.
The notion of Non-Canonical Subjecthood plays a pivotal role, which in the present account is linked to the semantics of what is
termed Indirect Participation. In the second part of the book, a comparative look at contemporary West Iranian is undertaken. It
can be shown that throughout the subsequent developments in the morphosyntax, distinct components such as agreement,
nominal case marking, or the grammar of cliticisation, in fact developed remarkably independently of one another. It was this decoupling of sub-systems of the morphosyntax that led to the notorious multiplicity of alignment types in Iranian, a fact that also
characterises past-tense alignments in the sister branch of Indo-European, Indo-Aryan. Along with data from more than 20 Iranian
languages, presented in a manner that renders them accessible to the non-specialist, there is extensive discussion of more
general topics such as the adequacy of functional accounts of changes in case systems, discourse pressure and the role of
animacy, the notion of drift, and the question of alignment in early Indo-European.
This volume offers theoretical and descriptive perspectives on the issues pertaining to ergativity, a grammatical patterning
whereby direct objects are in some way treated like intransitive subjects, to the exclusion of transitive subjects. This pattern differs
markedly from nominative/accusative marking whereby transitive and intransitive subjects are treated as one grammatical class, to
the exclusion of direct objects. While ergativity is sometimes referred to as a typological characteristic of languages, research on
the phenomenon has shown that languages do not fall clearly into one category or the other and that ergative characteristics are
not consistent across languages. Chapters in this volume look at approaches to ergativity within generative, typological, and
functional paradigms, as well as approaches to the core morphosyntactic building blocks of an ergative construction; related
constructions such as the anti-passive; related properties such as split ergativity and word order; and extensions and permutations
of ergativity, including nominalizations and voice systems. The volume also includes results from experimental investigations of
ergativity, a relatively new area of research. A wide variety of languages are represented, both in the theoretical chapters and in
the 16 case studies that are more descriptive in nature, attesting to both the pervasiveness and diversity of ergative patterns.
Originally published as the Continuum Companion to Historical Linguistics, this book brings together a number of leading scholars
who provide a combination of different approaches to current and new issues in historical linguistics, while supplying an exhaustive
and up-to-date coverage of sub-fields traditionally regarded as central to historical linguistics research. The editors aim to build a
solid background for further discussion and to indicate directions for new research on relevant open questions. The book includes
coverage of key terms, a list of resources, and sections on: history of research methodology phonology morphology grammatical
categories syntax grammaticalization semantics etymology language contact sociolinguistics causes of language change It is a
complete resource for researchers working on historical linguistics.
This volume brings together a collection of original articles investigating state-of-the-art themes in morphology. The papers in the
volume provide an in-depth analysis for spoken and sign languages within morphological word domain, morphosyntax and
morphophonology. Bringing data from a variety of languages including Turkish, some understudied ones (e.g. Turkish Sign
Language, Late Ottoman Turkish) and also endangered languages (e.g. Karachay-Balkar, Sauzini, Cappadocian, Aivaliot and
Pharasiot Greek), the volume will be of special interest to a wide audience ranging from typologists to theoretical linguists and
graduate students in linguistics and is expected to generate further research on the above mentioned languages, as well as to
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contribute to the cross-linguistic literature on the themes explored in the volume.
The volume advances our understanding of the role of scales and hierarchies across the linguistic sciences. Although scales and
hierarchies are widely assumed to play a role in the modelling of linguistic phenomena, their status remains controversial, and it is
these controversies that the present volume tackles head-on.
This book examines the syntax and semantics of verbs from a crosslinguistic perspective, taking full account of diachronic and
usage-based research. It encompasses the full range of English verb classes, has a strong typological dimension, and presents a
model of event structure that breaks new ground in predicting and explaining linguistic facts.
This volume brings together selected papers from the first North American Conference in Iranian Linguistics, which was organized
by the linguistics department at Stony Brook University. Papers were selected to illustrate the range of frameworks, diverse areas
of research and how the boundaries of linguistic analysis of Iranian languages have expanded over the years. The contributions
collected in this volume address advancing research and complex methodological explorations in a broad range of topics in
Persian syntax, morphology, phonology, semantics, typology and classification, as well as historical linguistics. Some of the
papers also investigate less-studied and endangered Iranian languages such as Tat, Gilaki and Mazandarani, Sorani and Kurmanji
Kurdish, and Zazaki. The volume will be of value to scholars in theoretical frameworks as well as those with typological and
diachronic perspectives, and in particular to those working in Iranian linguistics.
Trends in Hindi Linguistics provides a snapshot of current developments in Hindi syntax and semantics and covers topics such as
definiteness marking, comparative constructions with differentials, conjunct verbs, participial relative clauses, ellipsis, scrambling,
infinitives and directive strategies. Together these papers give a rich and in-depth account of the vitality of current research on
Hindi.

Research on nominalization, a process that gives rise to referring expressions, has always played a central role in
linguistic investigations. Over the years there has also been growing evidence that nominalization constructions often
extend to non-referential domains. They participate in noun-modifying expressions (e.g. genitive and relative clauses),
subordinate clauses and topic constructions, finite structures with the nominalizers reanalyzed as TAM markers, and
stance constructions with evaluative, attitudinal, evidential and epistemic overtones. This volume brings together
historical and crosslinguistic evidence from more than 20 different languages representing six different language families
spanning the Asian continent and the Pacific and Indian oceans to elucidate the strategies and grammaticalization
pathways that give rise to both referential and non-referential uses of nominalization constructions. This collection
highlights the diversity of strategies and at the same time the robust cyclical nature of change within and across
languages. The combined diachronic and typological analyses in this volume are particularly valuable for linguistic
research on diachronic morphosyntax and linguistic ‘universals’, and are also an important supplementary crossreferencing tool for linguistic investigations of versatile and ubiquitous morphemes in under-documented languages.
With nearly a quarter of the world’s population, members of at least five major language families plus several putative
language isolates, South Asia is a fascinating arena for linguistic investigations, whether comparative-historical
linguistics, studies of language contact and multilingualism, or general linguistic theory. This volume provides a state-ofthe-art survey of linguistic research on the languages of South Asia, with contributions by well-known experts. Focus is
both on what has been accomplished so far and on what remains unresolved or controversial and hence offers
challenges for future research. In addition to covering the languages, their histories, and their genetic classification, as
well as phonetics/phonology, morphology, syntax, and sociolinguistics, the volume provides special coverage of contact
and convergence, indigenous South Asian grammatical traditions, applications of modern technology to South Asian
languages, and South Asian writing systems. An appendix offers a classified listing of major sources and resources, both
digital/online and printed.
In thirty-three chapters, The Oxford Handbook of Language Contact examines the various forms of contact-induced
linguistic change and the levels of language which have provided instances of these influences. In addition, it provides
accounts of how language contact has affected some twenty languages, spoken and signed, from all parts of the world.
This volume, dedicated to language transfer, starts out with state-of-the-art psycholinguistic approaches to language
transfer involving studies on psycho-typological transfer, lexical interference and foreign accent. The next chapter on
Transfer in Language Learning, Contact, and Change presents new empirical data from several languages (English,
German, Russian, French, Italian) on various transfer phenomena ranging from second language acquisition and contactinduced change in word order to cross-linguistic influences in word formation and the lexicon. Transfer in Applied
Linguistics scrutinizes, on the one hand, the external sources of language transfer by investigating bilingual resources
and the school context, but also by pointing out the differences in academic language in multilingual adolescents. On the
other hand, internal sources of language transfer in multilingual classrooms are illuminated. A final chapter directs its
focus on methodological issues that arise when more than one language is studied systematically and it offers a solution
on causal effects for the investigation of heritage language proficiencies. The chapter also includes studies that exploit
more innovative methodologies on L1 identification and clitic acquisition.
Leading scholars examine languages ranging from old Egyptian to modern Afrikaans. They consider the insights
parametric theory offers to understanding the dynamics of language change and test new hypotheses against an
extensive array of data. In both the broad range of languages it discusses and its use of linguistic theory this is an
outstanding book.
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