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No Contest stands as the definitive critique of competition. Contrary to accepted
wisdom, competition is not basic to human nature; it poisons our relationships and
holds us back from doing our best. In this new edition, Alfie Kohn argues that the race
to win turns all of us into losers.
A challenge to narrow, profit-driven conceptions of school success and an argument for
protecting public education to ensure that all students become competent citizens in a
vibrant democracy In These Schools Belong to You and Me, MacArthur award–winning
educator, reformer, and author Deborah Meier draws on her fifty-plus years of
experience to argue that the purpose of universal education is to provide young people
with an “apprenticeship for citizenship in a democracy.” Through an intergenerational
exchange with her former colleague and fellow educator Emily Gasoi, the coauthors
analyze the last several decades of education reform, challenging narrow profit-driven
conceptions of school success. Reflecting on the trajectory of education and social
policies that are leading our country further from rule “of, for, and by the people,” the
authors apply their extensive knowledge and years of research to address the question
of how public education must change in order to counter the erosion of democratic spirit
and practice in schools and in the nation as a whole. Meier and Gasoi candidly reflect
on the successes, missteps, and challenges they experienced working in
democratically governed schools, demonstrating that it is possible to provide an
enriched education to all students, not just the privileged few. Arguing that public
education and democracy are inextricably bound, and pushing against the tide of
privatization, These Schools Belong to You and Me is a rousing call to both save and
improve public schools to ensure that all students are empowered to help shape our
future democracy.
In an era where assessment mandates tend to minimize or dismiss individual
differences and creativity, resulting in punitive outcomes or inertia, this essential guide
provides teachers with a collaborative approach to assessment that emphasizes the
importance of bringing children and families into the process. Now in its second edition,
Assessment of Young Children explores both standardized and authentic assessment,
work sampling systems, and observation skills. Fully updated with current standards
and research, this new edition also features an enhanced focus on trauma-informed
practices, culturally and linguistically diverse learners, and family involvement. Lively
and engaging, chapters help readers cultivate developmentally appropriate practice,
create appropriate expectations, examine and celebrate children’s work, interact in
groups, and improve their reflective teaching. Accounts of real experiences from
children, families, teachers, and administrators provide on-the-ground models of
assessment strategies and demonstrate how children are affected. Exploring a variety
of ways to observe and assess young children in their natural environments, this critical
volume encourages an assessment strategy where the child remains the focus and
collaboration with children, families, and colleagues creates an image – not a diagnosis
– of the child that is empowering rather than constraining.
Since making his national debut in 1998, Stephen Jones has emerged from the
shadows of the true greats of Welsh rugby, such as Barry John, Phil Bennett, Jonathan
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Davies and Neil Jenkins, to make the fly-half position his own. In this revealing
autobiography, he provides a rare insight into the demands and pressures of wearing
the almost mythical number 10 jersey that has such a pre-eminent status in the Welsh
psyche. As well as playing an integral role in Wales's two Grand Slam victories, Jones
has appeared in three Rugby World Cups and was part of the 2005 British and Irish
Lions squad. He has witnessed at first hand how the Welsh rugby establishment has
struggled with the transition to professionalism, and in this candid memoir he recounts
the many highs he has experienced, as well as the challenges he has faced, throughout
his career so far. Jones gives an intriguing account of how he became one of the few
Welsh players to play in France, recalling the brutality of the game there and how he
became a cult figure amongst fans of Clermont Auvergne, where he was twice voted flyhalf of the season. In Stephen Jones - A Thinking Man's Game: My Story, the Welsh
rugby star reveals how his steely resolve, utter determination and sheer passion for
rugby have allowed him to bounce back from numerous setbacks to become one of the
most popular and respected figures in the game today.
Signed into law in 2002, the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) promised to
revolutionize American public education. Originally supported by a bipartisan coalition,
it purports to improve public schools by enforcing a system of standards and
accountability through high-stakes testing. Many people supported it originally, despite
doubts, because of its promise especially to improve the way schools serve poor
children. By making federal funding contingent on accepting a system of tests and
sanctions, it is radically affecting the life of schools around the country. But, argue the
authors of this citizen's guide to the most important political issue in education, far from
improving public schools and increasing the ability of the system to serve poor and
minority children, the law is doing exactly the opposite. Here some of our most
prominent, respected voices in education-including school innovator Deborah Meier,
education activist Alfie Kohn, and founder of the Coalition of Essential Schools
Theodore R. Sizer-come together to show us how, point by point, NCLB undermines
the things it claims to improve: * How NCLB punishes rather than helps poor and
minority kids and their schools * How NCLB helps further an agenda of privatization and
an attack on public schools * How the focus on testing and test preparation dumbs
down classrooms * And they put forward a richly articulated vision of alternatives.
Educators and parents around the country are feeling the harshly counterproductive
effects of NCLB. This book is an essential guide to understanding what's wrong and
where we should go from here. From the Trade Paperback edition.
Many of the problems afflicting American education are the result of a critical shortage
of qualified teachers in the classrooms. The teacher crisis is surprisingly resistant to
current reforms and is getting worse. This important book reveals the causes underlying
the crisis and offers concrete, affordable proposals for effective reform. Vivian Troen
and Katherine Boles, two experienced classroom teachers and education consultants,
argue that because teachers are recruited from a pool of underqualified candidates,
given inadequate preparation, and dropped into a culture of isolation without mentoring,
support, or incentives for excellence, they are programmed to fail. Half quit within their
first five years. Troen and Boles offer an alternative, a model of reform they call the
Millennium School, which changes the way teachers work and improves the quality of
their teaching. When teaching becomes a real profession, they contend, more
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academically able people will be drawn into it, colleges will be forced to improve the
quality of their education, and better-prepared teachers will enter the classroom and
improve the profession.
Alfie thinks he knows his destiny. As Prince Alfred, heir to the throne of Great Britain,
he's fated to become the most disappointing king in the nation's history. Alfie longs for a
way to prove himself, but little does he realize that with the throne of England comes an
ancient secret. He who wears the crown must protect the country as the legendary hero
-- the Defender of the Realm.Hayley is an ordinary girl, living an ordinary life. She
certainly never believed in the mysterious superhero, the Defender. Then, after
witnessing a very public battle at the Tower of London, everything is different, and
Hayley is left with no doubt. The Defender is real. Two kids with two very different lives
are about to get caught up in a centuries-long battle for the fate of a nation. Monsters
and criminals, villains and dragons, together Hayley and Alfie must protect their home
at all costs.
"Integrating discipline and instruction, K-12"--P. [4] of cover.

Selected and arranged by the authors themselves, and featuring an introduction
by Jarvis Cocker, Side by Side presents the lyrics, poems, writings and drawings
of innovative musician Robert Wyatt and his creative partner, English painter and
songwriter Alfie Benge. As a founding member of influential English rock bands
Soft Machine and Matching Mole, and with a solo career which has lasted for
over forty years and seen him collaborate with a diverse range of artists including
Bjork, Brian Eno, Carla Bley, Paul Weller and David Gilmour, his own music
remains unclassifiably personal. Alfie Benge is a visual artist, songwriter and
pioneering music manager, having managed Robert's career for fifty years. She
is also married to Robert. Since 1982 they have collaborated on many of Robert's
most well-known songs. This unique volume celebrates one of the most enduring
creative partnerships of the last half-century. 'Taken together Alfie & Robert's
lyrics combine to create a humanist world-view that is at once global & particular.
Take it from me: that's no mean feat.' Jarvis Cocker 'English music has produced
some fascinating personalities, but few are as unusual as Robert Wyatt.' Brian
Eno 'A highly idiosyncratic and intuitively melodic maverick' BBC Music
Eight-year-old EllRay's father has promised a family trip to Disneyland if EllRay
can stay out of trouble for a week, but not defending himself against Jared, the
class bully, proves to be a real challenge.
The lives of America's students, educators, and parents are being significantly
touched by the current standards and accountability reform. The Standards
Primer explores the historical development of this reform, and compares two
different views of educational standards and accountability - technical standards
and standards of complexity. How each view impacts curriculum, instruction, and
assessment is discussed, and implications of these views for teachers,
administrators, school boards, parents, community, and students are presented,
along with a discussion of related issues involving equity and ethics on this topic.
The Standards Primer provides critical information - including an extensive
reference section containing print and nonprint resources - that will lead to
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informed decision making concerning this national educational reform.
Drawing on their extensive research, Nichols and Berliner document and
categorize the ways that high-stakes testing threatens the purposes and ideals of
the American education system. For more than a decade, the debate over highstakes testing has dominated the field of education. This passionate and
provocative book provides a fresh perspective on the issue and powerful
ammunition for opponents of high-stakes tests. Their analysis is grounded in the
application of Campbell’s Law, which posits that the greater the social
consequences associated with a quantitative indicator (such as test scores), the
more likely it is that the indicator itself will become corrupted—and the more likely
it is that the use of the indicator will corrupt the social processes it was intended
to monitor. Nichols and Berliner illustrate both aspects of this “corruption,”
showing how the pressures of high-stakes testing erode the validity of test scores
and distort the integrity of the education system. Their analysis provides a
coherent and comprehensive intellectual framework for the wide-ranging
arguments against high-stakes testing, while putting a compelling human face on
the data marshalled in support of those arguments.
"As a mother of three, this book's practical road map for helping our kids learn
independently is invaluable. This should be a must-read for all parents." --Jenna
Bush Hager Drawing on extensive experience as classroom teachers and the
directors of their highly regarded tutoring business, Abby and Brian address a
range of common frustrations caused by homework. They answer the most
pressing questions on every parent's mind: How much should I get involved, what
does constructive help look like, and how can I help my child work
independently? Taking the Stress out of Homework breaks down for parents
exactly when and how to offer homework support. Whether your child's stress
point is executive functioning--the ability to plan or organize--or a subject-specific
struggle in math, reading, writing, or standardized test-preparation, Abby and
Brian use real-life stories to provide individualized, actionable advice. At the
center of Abby and Brian's philosophy is encouraging students to break free of
the "let's get to the answer already so that we can be done with the assignment"
mindset; they focus instead on a process-oriented approach that fosters
engagement and self-sufficiency both in and out of school. Filled with expert tips
about how to build executive functioning and content skills, Abby and Brian share
stress-reducing best practices so homework not only supports what kids are
learning, but also helps build confidence and skills that last a lifetime.
Arguing against the "tougher standards" rhetoric that marks the current education
debate, the author of No Contest and Punished by Rewards writes that such
tactics squeeze the pleasure out of learning. Reprint.
"Jesse Hagopian brought a rare moment of truth to the corporate-dominated
Education Nation show when he spoke on behalf of his colleagues at Garfield
High in Seattle. He instantly became the voice and face of the movement to stop
pointless and punitive high-stakes testing."—Diane Ravitch, author of Reign of
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Terror In cities across the country, students are walking out, parents are opting
their children out, and teachers are rallying against the abuses of high-stakes
standardized testing. These are the stories—in their own words—of some of those
who are defying the corporate education reformers and fueling a national
movement to reclaim public education. Alongside the voices of students, parents,
teachers, and grassroots education activists, the book features renowned
education researchers and advocates, including Nancy Carrlson-Paige, Karen
Lewis, and Monty Neill. Jesse Hagopian teaches history and is the Black Student
Union adviser at Garfield High School, the site of the historic boycott of the MAP
test in 2013. He is an associate editor of Rethinking Schools, and winner of the
2013 "Secondary School Teacher of Year" award from the Academy of Education
Arts and Sciences. He is a contributing author to Education and Capitalism:
Struggles for Learning and Liberation and 101 Changemakers: Rebels and
Radicals Who Changed US History, and writes regularly for Truthout, Black
Agenda Report, and the Seattle Times Op-Ed page.
Much of the common knowledge about standardized tests is simply wrong, and
these misunderstandings have led to the distortion of the education of children
and the judgments made about them. The Myths of Standardized Tests debunks
these assumptions, proposing better ways to judge the success of our schools
and offering readers suggestions for ways they can help reduce the burden of
tests on their children.
This two-volume reference seeks to capture the ways in which the tenets and
foundations of African American culture have given rise to today's society.
Approaching the field from a "street level" perspective, these two volumes cover
topics of universal interest in America: rap music, sports, television, cinema,
racism, religion, literature, and much more. The Encyclopedia of African
American Society is also the first comprehensive yet accessible reference set in
this field to give voice to the turbulent historical trends–slavery, segregation,
"separate but equal"–that are often ignored in favor of mere facts. This is a
definitive, reliable, and accessible entry point to learning the basics about African
American society.
Presents insights in the sociological study of surveillance and governance in the
context of criminal justice and other control strategies. This volume provides a
varied set of theoretical perspectives and substantive research domains on the
qualities and quantities of some of the transformations of social control.
One might have thought Alastair Campbell would disappear from view as Gordon
Brown moved from No. 11 to No. 10. Far from it. Having negotiated the
rapprochement which led to Brown taking a central role in the 2005 election win,
Campbell then became central to the transition from one Prime Minister to
another. Many books have already been written about Brown and Blair, but none
with the intimacy and the unique perspective of Alastair Campbell. As this volume
opens, Blair has just won a historic third term. But any joy is short-lived and he
knows he is running out of road. By the time it ends two years later, Brown is
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Prime Minister. Campbell was virtually alone in seeing that process from both
sides, as Brown began to lean on him almost as much as Blair had done.
Meanwhile we continue to get an insight into Campbell’s mental health struggles,
his attempts to rebuild a normal family life, and the plethora of new challenges he
takes on which introduce dozens of new characters, not least the rugby stars he
worked with for the British and Irish Lions, and the football legend he has vowed
to mention to someone every day for the rest of his life, charity match teammate,
Diego Maradona.
Providing an overview and critique of issues in standards based reform and their
accompanying accountability strategies, while supporting the neef for high quality
schooling, this work discusses alternative means for school improvement and
accountability. The Nature and Limits of Standards Based Reform and
Assessment provides an overview and critique of issues in standards based
reform and corresponding accountability. While supporting the need for high
quality schooling, its chapters discuss local and various alternative means for
improving schools while providing the accountability demanded by families,
schools, and state and federal government.
By showing that kitchen skill, and not budget, is the key to great food, Good and
Cheap will help you eat well—really well—on the strictest of budgets. Created for
people who have to watch every dollar—but particularly those living on the U.S.
food stamp allotment of $4.00 a day—Good and Cheap is a cookbook filled with
delicious, healthful recipes backed by ideas that will make everyone who uses it
a better cook. From Spicy Pulled Pork to Barley Risotto with Peas, and from
Chorizo and White Bean Ragù to Vegetable Jambalaya, the more than 100
recipes maximize every ingredient and teach economical cooking methods.
There are recipes for breakfasts, soups and salads, lunches, snacks, big batch
meals—and even desserts, like crispy, gooey Caramelized Bananas. Plus there
are tips on shopping smartly and the minimal equipment needed to cook
successfully. And when you buy one, we give one! With every copy of Good and
Cheap purchased, the publisher will donate a free copy to a person or family in
need. Donated books will be distributed through food charities, nonprofits, and
other organizations. You can feel proud that your purchase of this book supports
the people who need it most, giving them the tools to make healthy and delicious
food. An IACP Cookbook Awards Winner.
Alfie Jones and a Test of CharacterMore Than a ScoreThe New Uprising Against
High-Stakes TestingHaymarket Books
Teachers, Mindset, Motivation and Mastery summarizes the research on
teaching literacy and then works to make it applicable to the classroom, with
charts, examples of effective teacher talk and stories, and explanations from both
practitioners and researchers.
Few writers ask us to question our fundamental assumptions about education as
provocatively as Alfie Kohn. Time magazine has called him'perhaps the country's
most outspoken critic of education's fixation on grades [and] test scores.' And the
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Washington Post says he is 'the most energetic and charismatic figure standing
in the way of a major federal effort to make standardized curriculums and tests a
fact of life in every U.S. school.' In this new collection of essays, Kohn takes on
some of the most important and controversial topics in education of the last few
years. His central focus is on the real goals of education-a topic, he argues, that
we systematically ignore while lavishing attention on misguided models of
learning and counterproductive techniques of motivation. The shift to talking
about goals yields radical conclusions and wonderfully pungent essays that only
Alfie Kohn could have written. From the title essay's challenge to conventional,
conservative definitions of a good education to essays on standards and testing
and grades that tally the severe educational costs of overemphasizing a narrow
conception of achievement, Kohn boldly builds on his earlier work and writes for
a wide audience. Kohn's new book will be greeted with enthusiasm by his many
readers and by any teacher or parent looking for a refreshing perspective on
today's debates about schools.
This book illuminates what must always be at the heart of powerful schooling and
authentic learning. Its focus is on free learning, with an emphasis on early East Asian
thought as a vehicle through which learning may emerge. The volume describes
learning as helping the learner become more conscious, more aware. As such the
authors explain how quality learning encompasses all learning that is chosen by the
learner. It is non-judgmental and their idea is that if learning is done by choice then
direct harm will be mitigated because quality, willed learning is not just about the
individual, but includes others — it is community focused as well as self-determined. In
the first part of the volume the authors look specifically at how quality willed learning
can inform the state and how it can protect the rights of children. The second part looks
at what quality willed learning can mean to leaders. In the last part the authors look at
what it can mean for teachers and finally what it can mean for the learners themselves.
Lord Leonard Hoffmann remains one of the most important and influential English
jurists. Born in South Africa, he came to England as a Rhodes Scholar to study law at
the University of Oxford. After graduating from the Bachelor of Civil Law as Vinerian
Scholar, he was elected Stowell Civil Law Fellow of University College. There followed
an extremely distinguished judicial career, including 14 years as a member of the
Judicial Committee of the House of Lords (from 1995 to 2009). In 2009, Lord Hoffmann
returned to the Oxford Law Faculty as a Visiting Professor. In this volume, current and
past colleagues of Lord Hoffmann from the University of Oxford examine different
aspects of his jurisprudence in diverse areas of private and public law. The
contributions are testament to the clarity and creativity of his judicial and extra-judicial
writings, to his enduring influence and extraordinary intellectual breadth, and to the
respect and affection in which he is held.
In a world of magic, can science save the day? Wednesday Weeks never wanted to be
a sorcerer's apprentice. She'd rather study science than magic. But when her cloakwearing, staff-wielding grandpa is captured by a power-hungry goblin king, Wednesday
must find a way to embrace her magical heritage and rescue him from the dreaded
Tower of Shadows. Luckily, she's not alone. Her best friend Alfie is a prime-number fan
and robotics expert who's all-in on Wednesday's epic plan involving parallel universes,
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swords of power, and a wise-cracking talking skull. But it's going to take more than
science, magic, and the world's cutest robot to take down this bad guy. Because the
goblin king is playing for the ultimate prize - and Wednesday and Alfie just walked into
his trap...
Eight-year-old EllRay Jakes of Oak Glen Primary School is looking for a new best
friend, and he decides that the best way to find one is to come up with a bunch of
amazing things to do at recess--and see who shares in the fun.
"[The anti-testing] movement now has a guidebook. . . . Kamenetz shows how
fundamentally American it would be to move toward a more holistic system." -New York
Times Book Review The Test is an essential and critically acclaimed book for any
parent confounded by our national obsession with standardized testing. It recounts the
shocking history and tempestuous politics of testing and borrows strategies from fields
as diverse as games, neuroscience, and ancient philosophy to help children cope. It
presents the stories of families, teachers, and schools maneuvering within and beyond
the existing educational system, playing and winning the testing game. And it points the
way toward a hopeful future of better tests and happier kids.
First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
In this collection of provocative articles and blog posts originally published between
2010 and 2014, Alfie Kohn challenges the conventional wisdom about topics ranging
from how low-income children are taught, to whether American schools have really
fallen behind those in other countries. Why, he asks, do we assume learning can be
reduced to numerical data? What leads us to believe that "standards-based" grading
will eliminate the inherent limitations of marks? Or that training students to show more
"grit" makes sense if the real trouble is with the tasks they've been given to do? Kohn's
analytical style-incisive yet accessible-is brought to bear on big-picture policy issues as
well as small-scale classroom interactions. He looks carefully at research about
homework, play, the supposed benefits of practice, parent involvement in education,
and summer learning loss-discovering in each case that what we've been led to believe
doesn't always match what the studies actually say. Kohn challenges us to reconsider
the goals that underlie our methods, to explore the often troubling values that inform
talk about everything from the disproportionate enthusiasm for STEM subjects to claims
made for more "effective" teaching strategies. During these dark days in which teachers
are viewed as expendable test-prep technicians, and "global economic
competitiveness" eclipses what children need, Kohn calls for us to summon the
courage to act on what we already know makes sense. Alfie Kohn writes and speaks
widely on human behavior, education, and parenting. The author of thirteen books and
scores of articles, he lectures at education conferences and universities as well as to
parent groups and corporations. Kohn's criticisms of competition and rewards have
been widely discussed and debated, and he has been described in Time magazine as
"perhaps the country's most outspoken critic of education's fixation on grades [and] test
scores."
Argues that America's obsession with standardized testing affects everyone throughout
their life and provides alternatives and solutions to this problem.

A public school principal’s account of the courageous leaders who have
dismantled the tracking systems in their schools in order to desegregate
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classrooms What would happen if a school eliminated the “tracks” that rank
students based on their perceived intellectual abilities? Would low-achieving
students fall behind and become frustrated? Would their higher-achieving peers
suffer from a “watered-down” curriculum? Or is tracking itself the problem? A
growing body of research shows that tracking doesn’t increase learning for the
minority and low-income students who are overrepresented in low-track
classrooms. This de facto segregation has led many civil rights advocates to
argue that tracking is turning back the clock on equal education. As a principal at
a New York high school, Carol Corbett Burris believed that the curriculum for the
best students was the best curriculum for all. She helped lead a bold plan to
eliminate tracking from her school, and the results couldn’t have been further
from the doom-and-gloom scenarios of tracking proponents. Instead, there was a
dramatic improvement in the achievement of all students, across racial and
socioeconomic divisions, and a near elimination of the achievement gap. Today,
due to those efforts, International Baccalaureate English is the twelfth-grade
curriculum for South Side students, and all students take the same challenging
courses, together, to prepare them for college. In On the Same Track, Burris
draws on her own experience, on the experiences of other schools, and on the
latest research to make an impassioned case for detracking. Not only does the
practice of tracking fail to benefit lower-tracked students, as Burris shows, but it
also results in the resegregation of classrooms. Furthermore, she argues that
many of today’s popular reforms emanate from the same “sort and select”
mentality that reinforces social stratification based on race and class. On the
Same Track is a rousing, controversial, and yet optimistic account of how we
need to change our assumptions and policies if we are to live up to the promise
of democratic public education. Only by holding all students to the same high
standards can we ensure that all have the same opportunity to live up to their full
potential.
Mind-opening writing on what kids need from school, from one of education’s
most outspoken voices Almost no writer on schools asks us to question our
fundamental assumptions about education and motivation as boldly as Alfie
Kohn. The Washington Post says that “teachers and parents who encounter
Kohn and his thoughts come away transfixed, ready to change their schools.”
And Time magazine has called him “perhaps the country’s most outspoken critic
of education’s fixation on grades [and] test scores.” Here is challenging and
entertaining writing on where we should go in American education, in Alfie
Kohn’s unmistakable voice. He argues in the title essay with those who think that
high standards mean joylessness in the classroom. He reflects thoughtfully on
the question “Why Self-Discipline Is Overrated.” And in an essay for the New
York Times, which generated enormous response, he warns against the dangers
of both punishing and praising children for what they do instead of parenting
“unconditionally.” Whether he’s talking about school policy or the psychology of
motivation, Kohn gives us wonderfully provocative—and utterly serious—food for
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thought. This new book will be greeted with enthusiasm by his many readers, and
by teachers and parents seeking a refreshing perspective on today’s debates
about kids and schools.
This book explores the political contexts that shape our conceptions of education
and guides our pedagogical practice. Contemporary educational theory and
practice are taken to task for attempting to instill democratic values and a love of
freedom anti-democratically with little to no freedom.
It is eight years after the tours from offworld have stopped. High Chancellor
Querida has retired, leaving Wizard Corkoran in charge of the Wizards'
University. Although Wizard Corkoran's obsession is to be the first man on the
moon, and most of his time is devoted to this project, he decides he will teach the
new first years himself in hopes of currying the favor of the new students'
families—for surely they must all come from wealth, important families—and
obtaining money for the University (which it so desperately needs). But Wizard
Corkoran is dismayed to discover that one of those students—indeed, one he had
such high hopes for, Wizard Derk's own daughter Elda—is a hugh golden griffin,
and that none of the others has any money at all. Wizard Corkoran's moneymaking scheme backfires, and when Elda and her new friends start working
magic on their own, the schemes go wronger still. And when, at length, Elda
ropes in her brothers Kit and Blade to send Corkoran to the moon . . . well . . . life
at the Wizards' University spins magically and magnificently out of control. This
breathtakingly brilliant sequel to Dark Lord of Derkholm is all one would expect
from this master of genre.
A car mechanic turned internationally acclaimed opera star, Alfie Boe has taken
Broadway by storm, conquered the West End and has won the hearts of the
nation. The first official bad boy of opera, this is the story of his life - the ups and
the downs, from finding fame to losing his father - and of his love affair with
music. A story not typical of most musical stars, Alfie's dreams of singing only
became a reality when fate intervened in the form of a stranger: he was training
as a car mechanic when a customer overheard him singing and told him about a
London audition. Alfie tried out, got the part and has never looked back.
Celebrated worldwide and lauded by Baz Luhrman and Cameron Mackintosh as
the best tenor we've produced in a generation, for the first time, he will grant his
millions of fans an intimate glimpse into the life of the man they adore.
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