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How did Christianity compare and compete with the cults of the pagan gods in
the Roman Empire? This scholarly work from award-winning historian, Robin
Lane Fox, places Christians and pagans side by side in the context of civil life
and contrasts their religious experiences, visions, cults and oracles. Leading up
to the time of the first Christian emperor, Constantine, the book aims to enlarge
and confirm the value of contemporary evidence, some of which has only
recently been discovered.
In a year-by-year chronicle, this book presents an intimate and fascinating
portrait of the man who created the greatest empire the world had ever seen. 120
color illustrations.
Alexander the Great is one of the most famous men in history, and many believe
he was the greatest military genius of all time (Julius Caesar wept at the feet of
his statue in envy of his achievements). Most of his thirteen year reign as king of
Macedon was spent in hard campaigning which conquered half the known world,
during which he was never defeated in open battle and never besieged a city he
did not take. Yet, while biographies of Alexander abound, there are relatively few
full-length books dedicated to the Macedonian army which made his dazzling
conquests possible and which proved itself the most formidable machine of the
age.Stephen English investigates every aspect of the Macedonian forces,
analysing the recruitment, equipment, organisation, tactics, command and control
of the fighting arms (including the famous pike phalanxes, elite Hypaspists and
incomparable Companion cavalry),Some of Alexander's most famous battles and
sieges are described in detail to show the army in action. With forensic
thoroughness he draws on recent archaeological evidence and scholarship to
present a detailed portrait of the army which demonstrated a superiority over its
opponents equal to (but much longer-lasting than) that enjoyed by the German
forces in the blitzkrieg campaigns of 1939/40. Alexnader's navy is also covered.
About the making of the film 'Alexander' by Oliver Stone.
In this study Brian Bosworth looks at the critical period between 329 and 325 BC,
when Alexander the Great was active in Central Asia and what is now Pakistan.
He documents Alexander's relations with the peoples he conquered, and
addresses the question of what it meant to be on the receiving end of the
conquest, drawing a bleak picture of massacre and repression. At the same time
Alexander's views of empire are investigated, his attitude to his subjects, and the
development of his concepts of personal divinity and universal monarchy.
Analogies are thus drawn with the Spanish conquest of Mexico, which has a
comparable historiographical tradition and parallels many of Alexander's dealings
with his subjects. Although of concern to the specialist, this book is equally
directed at the general reader interested in the history of Alexander and the
morality of empire.
Alexander the GreatTie In EditionPenguin
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This book explains what made Alexander 'Great' according to the people and
expectations of his time and place.
This remarkable and daringly original book proposes a new way of thinking about
the Greeks and their myths in the age of the great Homeric hymns. It combines a
lifetime's familiarity with Greek literature and history with the latest archeological
discoveries and the author's own journeys to the main sites in the story to
describe how particular Greeks of the eighth century BC travelled east and west
around the Mediterranean, and how their extraordinary journeys shaped their
ideas of their gods and heroes. It gathers together stories and echoes from many
different ancient cultures, not just the Greek - Assyria, Egypt, the Phoenician
traders - and ranges from Mesopotamia to the Rio Tinto at Huelva in modern
Portugal. Its central point is the Jebel Aqra, the great mountain on the north
Syrian coast which Robin Lane Fox dubs 'the southern Olympus', and around
which much of the action of the book turns. Robin Lane Fox rejects the
fashionable view of Homer and his near-contemporary Hesiod as poets who
owed a direct debt to texts and poems from the near East, and by following the
trail of the Greek travellers shows that they were, rather, in debt to their own
countrymen. With characteristic flair he reveals how these travellers, progenitors
of tales which have inspired writers and historians for thousands of years,
understood the world before the beginnings of philosophy and western thought.
Tough, resolute, fearless. Alexander was a born warrior and a ruler of passionate
ambition who understood the intense adventure of conquest and of the unknown. When
he died in 323 B.C.E. at age thirty-two, his vast empire comprised more than two million
square miles, spanning from Greece to India. His achievements were unparalleled—he
had excelled as leader to his men, founded eighteen new cities, and stamped the face
of Greek culture on the ancient East. the myth he created is as potent today as it was in
the ancient world. Robin Lane Fox's superb account searches through the mass of
conflicting evidence and legend to focus on Alexander as a man of his own time.
Combining historical scholarship and acute psychological insight, it brings this colossal
figure vividly to life.
Within the span of thirteen years, Alexander the Great changed the face of the world
more decisively and with more long-lasting effects than any other statesman has ever
done. It is therefore no surprise that there has been, and still is, so much debate about
both his personality and his achievement. The great merit of Professor Hammond's
biography is that, with impressive mastery of the evidence, he sets the record straight
between the extremes of romantic hero worship on the one hand and scholarly
demolition on the other. Based on his detailed knowledge of the literarysources and on
his own experience of warfare in Alexander's native country, Professor Hammond
presents a compelling picture of Alexander in his public life as king, commander and
statesman. This revised biography includes new material and extensive reference to
literary sources.
He conquered the world and united it with a common language; His military tactics are
still studied; he is the most heroic warrior in history. But more importantly he was hot,
his boyfriends were hotter, he had a media savvy PR team and he could throw hissy fits
that would shock Naomi Campbell. A hilarious take on the life of the biggest drama
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queen in history.
The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome once dominated the world, and they
continue to fascinate and inspire us. Classical art and architecture, drama and epic,
philosophy and politics -- these are the foundations of Western civilization. In The
Classical World, eminent classicist Robin Lane Fox brilliantly chronicles this vast sweep
of history from Homer to the reign of Augustus. From the Peloponnesian War through
the creation of Athenian democracy, from the turbulent empire of Alexander the Great
to the creation of the Roman Empire and the emergence of Christianity, Robin Lane
Fox serves as our witty and trenchant guide. He introduces us to extraordinary heroes
and horrific villains, great thinkers and blood-thirsty tyrants. Throughout this vivid tour of
two of the greatest civilizations the world has ever known, we remain in the hands of a
great master.
I have always been a soldier. I have known no other life. So begins Alexander’s
extraordinary confession on the eve of his greatest crisis of leadership. By turns heroic
and calculating, compassionate and utterly merciless, Alexander recounts with a
warrior’s unflinching eye for detail the blood, the terror, and the tactics of his greatest
battlefield victories. Whether surviving his father’s brutal assassination, presiding over
a massacre, or weeping at the death of a beloved comrade-in-arms, Alexander never
denies the hard realities of the code by which he lives: the virtues of war. But as much
as he was feared by his enemies, he was loved and revered by his friends, his
generals, and the men who followed him into battle. Often outnumbered, never
outfought, Alexander conquered every enemy the world stood against him–but the one
he never saw coming. . . . BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Steven
Pressfield's The Profession.
An analysis of Alexander the Great's political and military accomplishments traces the
path of his armies while charting the course of his influence, citing his impact on military
tactics, scholarship, and politics throughout history while describing the many roles with
which he has been credited. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
Looks at the background, life, and military leadership of this ruler of the ancient world
More than two millennia have passed, but Alexander the Great is still a household
name. His life was an adventure story and took him to every corner of the ancient
world. His memory and glamour persist, and his early death at thirty-three has kept him
evergreen in our imaginations with a legacy that meant something different to every
age- in the Middle Ages he became an exemplar of knightly chivalry, he was a star of
Renaissance paintings, and by the early twentieth century he even came to resemble
an English gentleman. But who was he in his own time? In Alexander the Great,
Anthony Everitt judges Alexander's life against the criteria of his own age and considers
all his contradictions. We meet the Macedonian prince who was naturally inquisitive and
fascinated by science and exploration, who enjoyed the arts and used the poet Homer's
great epic, the Iliad, as a bible. As his empire grew, stretching from Greece and
Macedonia to Ancient Egypt and Persia and all the way to India, Alexander exhibited
respect for the traditions of his new subjects and careful judgment in administering rule
over a vast territory. But his career also had a dark side. An inveterate conqueror, who
in his short life built the largest empire to that point in history, Alexander glorified war
and was known to commit acts of great cruelty. As debates continue about the meaning
of his life, Alexander's death remains an unsolved mystery. Did he die of natural
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causes, felled by a fever, or did his marshals, angered by his tyrannical behavior, kill
him? An explanation of his death can lie only in what we know of his life, and Everitt
ventures to solve that puzzle, offering an ending to Alexander's story that has eluded so
many for so long.
This is the first comprehensive sourcebook in English concentrating entirely on the
Hellenistic age.
New York Times Bestseller and Man Booker Prize Finalist: A novel of ancient Greece
by the author Hilary Mantel calls “a shining light.” Alexander the Great stands alone as
a leader and strategist, and Fire from Heaven is Mary Renault’s unsurpassed
dramatization of the formative years of his life. His parents fight for their precocious
son’s love: On one side, his volatile father, Philip, and on the other, his overbearing
mother, Olympias. The story tells of the conqueror’s two great bonds—to his horse,
Oxhead, and to his dearest friend and eventual lover, Hephaistion—and of the army he
commands when he is barely an adult. Coming of age during the battles for southern
Greece, Alexander the Great appears in all of his colors—as the man who first takes
someone’s life at age twelve and who swiftly eliminates his rivals as soon as he comes
to power—and emerges as a captivating, complex, larger-than-life figure. Fire from
Heaven is the first volume of the Novels of Alexander the Great trilogy, which continues
with The Persian Boy and Funeral Games. This ebook features an illustrated biography
of Mary Renault including rare images of the author. “Mary Renault is a shining light to
both historical novelists and their readers. She does not pretend the past is like the
present, or that the people of ancient Greece were just like us. She shows us their
strangeness; discerning, sure-footed, challenging our values, piquing our curiosity, she
leads us through an alien landscape that moves and delights us.” —Hilary Mantel
Hatshepsut: The Princess Who Became King
The charismatic Alexander the Great of Macedon (356–323 B.C.E.) was one of the
most successful military commanders in history, conquering Asia Minor, Egypt, Persia,
central Asia, and the lands beyond as far as Pakistan and India. Alexander has been,
over the course of two millennia since his death at the age of thirty-two, the central
figure in histories, legends, songs, novels, biographies, and, most recently, films. In
2004 director Oliver Stone’s epic film Alexander generated a renewed interest in
Alexander the Great and his companions, surroundings, and accomplishments, but the
critical response to the film offers a fascinating lesson in the contentious dialogue
between historiography and modern entertainment. This volume brings together an
intriguing mix of leading scholars in Macedonian and Greek history, Persian culture, film
studies, classical literature, and archaeology—including some who were advisors for the
film—and includes an afterword by Oliver Stone discussing the challenges he faced in
putting Alexander’s life on the big screen. The contributors scrutinize Stone’s project
from its inception and design to its production and reception, considering such
questions as: Can a film about Alexander (and similar figures from history) be both
entertaining and historically sound? How do the goals of screenwriters and directors
differ from those of historians? How do Alexander’s personal relationships—with his
mother Olympias, his wife Roxane, his lover Hephaistion, and others—affect modern
perceptions of Alexander? Several of the contributors also explore reasons behind the
film’s tepid response at the box office and subsequent controversies.
This is a full study of the work and personality, the successes and failures of Alexander
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of Macedon as set forth by historians of his own and succeeding centuries. Unique
features in this romantic, adventurous story are the chapters on the dismemberment of
the empire, the after-results, and the very contradictory estimates drawn by numerous
historians. The chapters on Alexander’s character, his background, his education, and
his time explain certain little-known aspects of his achievement and his purpose in life.
An authoritative and dramatic portrait set against a backdrop of the war-torn Greek
empire draws on extensive research to cover such topics as Alexander's military
prowess, premature death and inspiration to subsequent historical conquerors.
"This narrative of the first half of Augustine's life conjures the intellectual and social
milieu of the late Roman Empire with a Proustian relish for detail." --New York Times In
Augustine, celebrated historian Robin Lane Fox follows Augustine of Hippo on his
journey to the writing of his Confessions. Unbaptized, Augustine indulged in a life of lust
before finally confessing and converting. Lane Fox recounts Augustine's sexual sins,
his time in an outlawed heretical sect, and his gradual return to spirituality. Magisterial
and beautifully written, Augustine is the authoritative portrait of this colossal figure at his
most thoughtful, vulnerable, and profound.
The modern successor to Sweetness and Power, James Walvin’s Sugar is a rich and
engaging work on a topic that continues to change our world. How did a simple
commodity, once the prized monopoly of kings and princes, become an essential
ingredient in the lives of millions, before mutating yet again into the cause of a global
health epidemic? Prior to 1600, sugar was a costly luxury, the domain of the rich. But
with the rise of the sugar colonies in the New World over the following century, sugar
became cheap, ubiquitous and an everyday necessity. Less than fifty years ago, few
people suggested that sugar posed a global health problem. And yet today, sugar is
regularly denounced as a dangerous addiction, on a par with tobacco. While sugar
consumption remains higher than ever—in some countries as high as 100lbs per head
per year—some advertisements even proudly proclaim that their product contains no
sugar. How did sugar grow from prize to pariah? Acclaimed historian James Walvin
looks at the history of our collective sweet tooth, beginning with the sugar grown by
enslaved people who had been uprooted and shipped vast distances to undertake the
grueling labor on plantations. The combination of sugar and slavery would transform
the tastes of the Western world. Masterfully insightful and probing, James Walvin
reveals the relationship between society and sweetness over the past two
centuries—and how it explains our conflicted relationship with sugar today.

The Hellenistic era witnessed the overlap of antiquity’s two great Western
civilizations, the Greek and the Roman. This was the epoch of Alexander’s vast
expansion of the Greco-Macedonian world, the rise and fall of his successors’
major dynasties in Egypt and Asia, and, ultimately, the establishment of Rome as
the first Mediterranean superpower. The Hellenistic Age chronicles the years 336
to 30 BCE, from the days of Philip and Alexander of Macedon to the death of
Cleopatra and the final triumph of Caesar’s heir, the young Augustus. Peter
Green’s remarkably far-ranging study covers the prevalent themes and events of
those centuries: the Hellenization of an immense swath of the known world–from
Egypt to India–by Alexander’s conquests; the lengthy and chaotic partition of this
empire by rival Macedonian marshals after Alexander’s death; the decline of the
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polis (city state) as the predominant political institution; and, finally, Rome’s
moment of transition from republican to imperial rule. Predictably, this is a story
of war and power-politics, and of the developing fortunes of art, science, and
statecraft in the areas where Alexander’s coming disseminated Hellenic culture.
It is a rich narrative tapestry of warlords, libertines, philosophers, courtesans and
courtiers, dramatists, historians, scientists, merchants, mercenaries, and
provocateurs of every stripe, spun by an accomplished classicist with an uncanny
knack for infusing life into the distant past, and applying fresh insights that make
ancient history seem alarmingly relevant to our own times. To consider the three
centuries prior to the dawn of the common era in a single short volume demands
a scholar with a great command of both subject and narrative line. The Hellenistic
Age is that rare book that manages to coalesce a broad spectrum of events,
persons, and themes into one brief, indispensable, and amazingly accessible
survey.
Describes the life and accomplishments of the military ruler who conquered
ancient Persia and Egypt and united many cultures with one ruler, one language,
and one currency.
Tough, resolute, fearless, Alexander was a born warrior and ruler of passionate
ambition who understood the intense adventure of conquest and of the unknown.
When he died in 323 BC aged thirty-two, his vast empire comprised more than
two million square miles, spanning from Greece to India. His achievements were
unparalleled - he had excelled as leader to his men, founded eighteen new cities
and stamped the face of Greek culture on the ancient East. The myth he created
is as potent today as it was in the ancient world. Robin Lane Fox's superb
account searches through the mass of conflicting evidence and legend to focus
on Alexander as a man of his own time. Combining historical scholarship and
acute psychological insight, it brings this colossal figure vividly to life.
Drawing on the latest archaeology, epigraphy and historical interpretation, this
major volume presents a survey of ancient Macedon, important parts of which
are published by their excavators for the first time, including the palace of King
Philip II. Archaeologists and historians of the ancient Greek worlds will welcome
this milestone in the study of this rapidly changing filed, packed with new
information, interpretations and essential bibliography.
Despite Alexander the Great's unprecedented accomplishments, during the last
seven years of his life, this indomitable warrior became increasingly
unpredictable, sporadically violent, megalomaniacal, and suspicious of friends as
well as enemies. What could have caused such a lamentable transformation?
This biography seeks to answer that question by assessing the role of alcohol in
Alexander the Great's life, using the figure of Dionysus as a symbol of its
destructive effects on his psyche. The unique methodology employed in this book
explores various aspects of Alexander's life while maintaining an historical
framework. The exposition of the main theme is handled in such a way that the
biography will appeal to general readers as well as scholars.
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A definitive biography of the great Macedonian conqueror features writings from
such ancient historians as Arrian, Plutarch, and Quintus Curtius Rufus, and is
timed to coincide with the release of two upcoming major motion pictures about
Alexander. Original.
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC), who led the Macedonian army to victory in
Egypt, Syria, Persia and India, was perhaps the most successful conqueror the
world has ever seen. Yet although no other individual has attracted so much
speculation across the centuries, Alexander himself remains an enigma. Curtius'
History offers a great deal of information unobtainable from other sources of the
time. A compelling narrative of a turbulent era, the work recounts events on a
heroic scale, detailing court intrigue, stirring speeches and brutal battles - among
them, those of Macedonia's great war with Persia, which was to culminate in
Alexander's final triumph over King Darius and the defeat of an ancient and
mighty empire. It also provides by far the most plausible and haunting portrait of
Alexander we possess: a brilliantly realized image of a man ruined by constant
good fortune in his youth.
An “intriguing and invaluable” biography of Alexander the Great by the novelist
whose fiction redefined Ancient Greece (The New York Times). Acclaimed writer
Mary Renault is widely known for her provocative historical novels of Alexander
the Great and his lovers. But she also authored this nonfiction classic, a fresh,
illuminating look at a man whose legend has remained larger than life for more
than two thousand years. From his dysfunctional family dynamics to his molding
under Aristotle, from his shocking rise to power at age twenty to the staggering
violence of his military campaigns, Renault is clear-eyed about Alexander’s
accomplishments and his flaws. Infectious in its enthusiasm, this is a penetrating
study of an unrivaled conqueror, enduring icon, and fascinating man. Hailed as
both “a splendid achievement in nonfiction” (The Plain Dealer) and “the perfect
companion to her Alexander novels” (The Wall Street Journal), Renault’s
engrossing and accessible biography stands alone in the pantheon of Alexander
the Great literature. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary Renault
including rare images of the author.
"Alexander's behavior was conditioned along certain lines -- heroism, courage,
strength, superstition, bisexuality, intoxication, cruelty. He bestrode Europe and Asia
like a supernatural figure." In this succinct portrait of Alexander the Great, distinguished
scholar and historian Norman Cantor illuminates the personal life and military
conquests of this most legendary of men. Cantor draws from the major writings of
Alexander's contemporaries combined with the most recent psychological and cultural
studies to show Alexander as he was -- a great figure in the ancient world whose
puzzling personality greatly fueled his military accomplishments. He describes
Alexander's ambiguous relationship with his father, Philip II of Macedon; his oedipal
involvement with his mother, the Albanian princess Olympias; and his bisexuality. He
traces Alexander's attempts to bridge the East and West, the Greek and Persian
worlds, using Achilles, hero of the Trojan War, as his model. Finally, Cantor explores
Alexander's view of himself in relation to the pagan gods of Greece and Egypt. More
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than a biography, Norman Cantor's Alexander the Great is a psychological rendering of
a man of his time.
With wit and wisdom, an Oxford historian and Financial Times gardening columnist
recounts his deep passion and appreciation for gardening.
The Bible is moving, inspirational and endlessly fascinating - but is it true? Starting with
Genesis and the implicit background to the birth of Christ, Robin Lane Fox sets out to
discover how far biblical descriptions of people, places and events are confirmed or
contradicted by external written and archaeological evidence. He turns a sharp
historian's eye on when and where the individual books were composed, whether the
texts as originally written exist, how the canon was assembled, and why the Gospels
give varying accounts even of the trial and condemnation of Jesus.
A preeminent classics scholar revises the history of medicine. Medical thinking and
observation were radically changed by the ancient Greeks, one of their great legacies
to the world. In the fifth century BCE, a Greek doctor put forward his clinical
observations of individual men, women, and children in a collection of case histories
known as the Epidemics. Among his working principles was the famous maxim "Do no
harm." In The Invention of Medicine, acclaimed historian Robin Lane Fox puts these
remarkable works in a wider context and upends our understanding of medical history
by establishing that they were written much earlier than previously thought. Lane Fox
endorses the ancient Greeks' view that their texts' author, not named, was none other
than the father of medicine, the great Hippocrates himself. Lane Fox's argument
changes our sense of the development of scientific and rational thinking in Western
culture, and he explores the consequences for Greek artists, dramatists and the first
writers of history. Hippocrates emerges as a key figure in the crucial change from an
archaic to a classical world. Elegantly written and remarkably learned, The Invention of
Medicine is a groundbreaking reassessment of many aspects of Greek culture and city
life.
This definitive biography of one of history's most influential father-son duos tells the
story of two rulers who gripped the world -- and their rise and fall from power. Alexander
the Great's conquests staggered the world. He led his army across thousands of miles,
overthrowing the greatest empires of his time and building a new one in their place. He
claimed to be the son of a god, but he was actually the son of Philip II of Macedon.
Philip inherited a minor kingdom that was on the verge of dismemberment, but despite
his youth and inexperience, he made Macedonia dominant throughout Greece. It was
Philip who created the armies that Alexander led into war against Persia. In Philip and
Alexander, classical historian Adrian Goldsworthy shows that without the work and
influence of his father, Alexander could not have achieved so much. This is the
groundbreaking biography of two men who together conquered the world.
War, the most profitable economic activity in the ancient world, transferred wealth from
the vanquished to the victor. Invasions, sieges, massacres, annexations, and mass
deportations all redistributed property with dramatic consequences for kings and
commoners alike. No conqueror ever captured more people or property in so short a
lifetime than Alexander the Great in the late fourth century BC. For all its savagery, the
creation of Alexander's empire has generally been hailed as a positive economic event
for all concerned. Even those harshly critical of Alexander today tend to praise his
plundering of Persia as a means of liberating the moribund resources of the East. To
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test this popular interpretation, The Treasures of Alexander the Great investigates the
kinds and quantities of treasure seized by the Macedonian king, from gold and silver to
land and slaves. It reveals what became of the king's wealth and what Alexander's
redistribution of these vast resources can tell us about his much-disputed policies and
personality. Though Alexander owed his vast fortune to war, battle also distracted him
from competently managing his spoils and much was wasted, embezzled, deliberately
destroyed, or idled unprofitably. The Treasures of Alexander the Great provides a longoverdue and accessible account of Alexander's wealth and its enormous impact on the
ancient world.
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