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Brief description about 70 well known Bollywood
stars with coloured pictures if their hit films
Translated from the Urdu by Khushwant Singh.
Umrao Jan Ada is perhaps one of the most
enigmatic and forgotten female figures in South
Asian Literature. The question of her existence, her
beauty, her scholarly abilities and her poetic gift
remain a mystery. The book is an account of
Umrao's life as a Lucknawi courtesan, a nautch girl,
delivered in first person by Umrao herself, and
documented by a close friend. Written more than a
hundred years ago, the novel recreates the gracious
ambience of old Lucknow and takes the reader on a
fascinating journey through the palaces of wealthy
nawabs, the hideouts of the colorful vagabonds and
the luxurious abodes of the city's courtesans.
Here I am, living my life looking at the rear-view
mirror, driving to the end of the beginning of where I
started. My body still hurts. It has been some time
since Oorja Chaturvedi came home; but the wounds
she suffered, at the hands of the very people who so
aptly named her, cut deep. Her relationship with her
father was barely strung together with a few words.
But when her mother dies, the woman whose
nagging love was both her comfort and her secret
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hiding place from the world, new grief melds with old
bitterness. Reeling from the loss, Oorja decides to
come back to India, only to find her estranged father
missing. Her search leads her to her grandfather, a
man who had lived all his life among books and
forest, withering away in his house. As she tries to
grapple with her grief for a dying grandfather, she
unexpectedly finds love and solace in the arms of a
man who inherits her grandfather's estate. But
before she can decide what Anang and her own
future together hold, Oorja must first untangle the
secrets of their shared past. A quiet gut-punch of a
debut, acclaimed filmmaker Ashwini Iyer Tiwary's
novel, Mapping Love is heartbreakingly brave and
equally delicate. It is a story that digs its claws into
you and doesn't let go, long after you've finished it.
Hindi cinema was trapped in formulaic cliches for
decades: lost-and-found themes, sacrificing mothers,
brothers on opposite sides of the law, villains lording
over their dens, colourful molls, six songs, the use of
rape as a plot pivot, and cops who always arrived
too late. It hit an all-time low in the 1980s. Then, in
1991, came liberalization, and a wave of openness
and aspiration swept across urban India. Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge was released in 1995 - and
Hindi cinema became Bollywood. A new crop of filmmakers began to challenge and break away from
established rules. Over the next twenty years, a
number of Hindi films consistently pushed the
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envelope in terms of content and technique to create
a new kind of cinema. Among other innovations, filmmakers came up with ways of crowd funding a film
(Ankhon Dekhi), did away with songs if the narrative
did not need them (Gangaajal), addressed different
sexual preferences (My Brother ... Nikhil) and people
with special needs (Black) like no one had ever done
before. As film critic with the Indian Express,
Shubhra Gupta has stayed the course these twenty
years and more and experienced the transition firsthand. In 50 Films That Changed Bollywood,
1995-2015, she looks at the modern classics that
have redefined Hindi cinema - from DDLJ and
Rangeela to Satya and Dev D to Queen and
Bajrangi Bhaijaan. Gupta offers a fascinating
glimpse into how these films spoke to their viewers
and how the viewers reacted to them - and,
ultimately, how they changed us and how we
changed them.
An authentic, heartfelt and compelling narrative –
straight from the horse’s mouth – that reveals for the
first time numerous unknown aspects of the life and
times of one of the greatest legends of all time who
stands out as a symbol of secular India. Dilip Kumar
(born as Yousuf Khan), who began as a diffident
novice in Hindi cinema in the early 1940s, went on to
attain the pinnacle of stardom within a short time. He
came up with spellbinding performances in one hit
film after another – in his almost six-decade-long
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career – on the basis of his innovative capability,
determination, hard work and never-say-die attitude.
In this unique volume, Dilip Kumar traces his journey
right from his birth to the present. In the process, he
candidly recounts his interactions and relationships
with a wide variety of people not only from his family
and the film fraternity but also from other walks of
life, including politicians. While seeking to set the
record straight, as he feels that a lot of what has
been written about him so far is ‘full of distortions
and misinformation’, he narrates, in graphic detail,
how he got married to Saira Banu, which reads like a
fairy tale! Dilip Kumar relates, matter-of-factly, the
event that changed his life: his meeting with Devika
Rani, the boss of Bombay Talkies, when she offered
him an acting job. His first film was Jwar Bhata
(1944). He details how he had to learn everything
from scratch and how he had to develop his own
distinct histrionics and style, which would set him
apart from his contemporaries. After that, he soon
soared to great heights with movies such as Jugnu,
Shaheed, Mela, Andaz, Deedar, Daag and Devdas.
In these movies he played the tragedian with such
intensity that his psyche was adversely affected. He
consulted a British psychiatrist, who advised him to
switch over to comedy. The result was spectacular
performances in laugh riots such as Azaad and
Kohinoor, apart from a scintillating portrayal as a
gritty tonga driver in Naya Daur. After a five-year
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break he started his ‘second innings’ with Kranti
(1981), after which he appeared in a series of hits
such as Vidhaata, Shakti, Mashaal, Karma,
Saudagar and Qila.
Bollywood Baddies is the first-of-its-kind book-length
narrative of villainy in Hindi films. It discusses
villains, vamps, and henchmen of Bollywood cinema,
and also the actors who essayed such characters
over the decades. The author discusses not just
villains but also the evaluation of villainous
characters vis-à-vis sociopolitical conditions in the
country. The narrative begins with Ashok Kumar's
negative role in Kismet as early as 1943, and goes
up to the Agneepath remake (2012), where Sanjay
Dutt plays Kancha Cheena, earlier essayed by
Danny Denzongpa in the original. In between, it
discusses all major villains, from Lala Sukhiram
(Mother India) to Gabbar (Sholay) to "Lion" Ajit
(Kalicharan) to Mogambo (Mr. India), and many
others. While keeping villains in the focus, it also
discusses popular henchmen and vamps, like M B
Shetty, Sharat Saxena, Nadira, Bindu, Helen, among
others, to understand the dimension of the villains'
empire. After all, it's our villains who make our
protagonist the hero we all admire. An engrossing
read, this book is for every film buff.
Dinesh opens the door to the Kapoor flat to find Lata,
the enchantress who works at Mrs Aly Khan's,
carrying a hot case with freshly made gaajar ka
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halwa. On the first floor, the inquisitive Mrs Mody
wipes the dust off her precious binoculars to spy on
the building's security guard. The Singhs open the
doors of their SUV, their four boys creating a ruckus
- they are the newcomers, the outsiders. Through
the peephole, the ever-watchful Mrs Ranganekar
observes their arrival. Welcome to Paradise Towers,
an apartment building in central Mumbai. Everyone
here has a story to tell. Or maybe they have stories
to hide. Shweta Bachchan-Nanda's quirky, intimate
debut explores the intertwined lives in this building a forbidden romance, an elopement, the
undercurrents of tension in corridor interactions and
an explosive Diwali celebration. Bachchan-Nanda's
is a dazzling voice that will draw you into the
intoxicating, crazy world that is Paradise Towers.
A rare compilation of hand-printed as well as
digitalized landmark Hindi film posters from the
1930s to the present - both tracing the journey of an
art form and the evolution of cinema in India. The
text accompanying each poster carries a synopsis,
banner, details of cast and technical crew, date of
release, famous songs, awards won, and some
lesser-known anecdotes about the film. The posters
are from young Hindi film buff, S M M Ausaja's
personal collection of posters, lobby cards, record
album covers and other memorabilia.
This volume focuses on the life and times of the
‘star of the millennium’, Amitabh Bachchan, and
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goes on to describe his contemporaries such as
Shashi Kapoor, Dharmendra and Vinod Khanna, and
also the next generation of heroes, including the
Khans, Govinda, Hrithik Roshan and others who
have followed. Ashok Raj is a research coordinator
based in New Delhi. An alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Technology, New Delhi, he has served as
a consultant to several national and international
organizations and NGOs in various spheres such as
science, culture and the media. His significant work
is a sixteen-part series on cinema, which was
published in Screen (in 1988).
From Bombay to Bollywood analyzes the
transformation of the national film industry in
Bombay into a transnational and multi-media cultural
enterprise, which has come to be known as
Bollywood. Combining ethnographic, institutional,
and textual analyses, Aswin Punathambekar
explores how relations between state institutions, the
Indian diaspora, circuits of capital, and new media
technologies and industries have reconfigured the
Bombay-based industry’s geographic reach.
Providing in-depth accounts of the workings of media
companies and media professionals,
Punathambekar has produced a timely analysis of
how a media industry in the postcolonial world has
come to claim the global as its scale of operations.
Based on extensive field research in India and the
U.S., this book offers empirically-rich and
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theoretically-informed analyses of how the
imaginations and practices of industry professionals
give shape to the media worlds we inhabit and
engage with. Moving beyond a focus on a single
medium, Punathambekar develops a comparative
and integrated approach that examines four different
but interrelated media industries--film, television,
marketing, and digital media. Offering a pathbreaking account of media convergence in a nonWestern context, Punathambekar’s transnational
approach to understanding the formation of
Bollywood is an innovative intervention into current
debates on media industries, production cultures,
and cultural globalization.
This collection assembles the best interviews from
Steve Cushing's long-running radio program Blues
Before Sunrise, the nationally syndicated, awardwinning program focusing on vintage blues and
R&B. As both an observer and performer, Cushing
has been involved with the blues scene in Chicago
for decades. His candid, colorful interviews with
prominent blues players, producers, and deejays
reveal the behind-the-scenes world of the formative
years of recorded blues. Many of these oral histories
detail the careers of lesser-known but greatly
influential blues performers and promoters. The book
focuses in particular on pre–World War II blues
singers, performers active in 1950s Chicago, and
nonperformers who contributed to the early blues
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world. Interviewees include Alberta Hunter, one of
the earliest African American singers to transition
from Chicago's Bronzeville nightlife to the
international spotlight, and Ralph Bass, one of the
greatest R&B producers of his era. Blues expert,
writer, record producer, and cofounder of Living
Blues Magazine Jim O'Neal provides the book's
foreword.
There's a caste system--even in murder From the
author of the international bestseller Slumdog
Millionaire comes a richly-textured tale of murder,
corruption, and opportunity. Seven years ago, Vivek
"Vicky" Rai, the playboy son of the Home Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, murdered bartender Ruby Gill at a
trendy restaurant in New Delhi, simply because she
refused to serve him a drink. Now Vicky Rai has
been killed at the party he was throwing to celebrate
his acquittal. The police recover six guests with guns
in their possession: a corrupt bureaucrat who claims
to have become Mahatma Gandhi overnight; an
American tourist infatuated with an Indian actress; a
stone-age tribesman on a quest to recover a sacred
stone; a Bollywood sex-symbol with a guilty secret; a
mobile-phone thief who dreams big; and an
ambitious politician prepared to stoop low. Swarup
unravels the lives and motives of the six suspects,
offering both a riveting page-turner and an insightful
peek into the heart of contemporary India.
Audaciously and astutely plotted, with a panoramic
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imaginative sweep, Six Suspects is the work of a
master storyteller.
Debuting as a film-maker in 1957 with Tumsa Nahin
Dekha, Nasir Husain became one of the most
successful film-makers in Hindi cinema over the next
twenty-five years with musical blockbusters like Phir
Wohi Dil Laya Hoon, Teesri Manzil, Caravan,
Yaadon Ki Baaraat and Hum Kisise Kum
Naheen.This book analyses the work of Husain and
how his films played an important role in shaping
commercial Hindi cinema as it exists today. Through
interviews with a number of prominent film
personalities such as Aamir Khan, Mansoor Khan,
Asha Parekh, Javed Akhtar, Karan Johar and Aditya
Chopra, the book contextualizes Husain's legacy and
places him as one of the important auteurs of Hindi
cinema.
Twenty-five-year-old Jinni lives in Mumbai, works in
a hip animation studio and is perfectly happy with
her carefree life. Until her bossy grandmother shows
up and announces that it is Jinni's 'duty' to drop
everything and come and contest the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections from their sleepy hometown, Bittora.
Jinni swears she won't but she soon ends up
swathed in cotton saris and frumpy blouses, battling
prickly heat, corruption and accusations of
nymphomania as candidate Sarojini Pande, a
daughter of the illustrious Pande dynasty of Pavit
Pradesh. And if life isn't fun enough already, her
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main opposition turns out to be Bittora ex-royal, Zain
Altaf Khan - an irritatingly idealistic though
undeniably lustworthy individual with whom Jinni
shares a complicated history.Enlivened by
Chauhan's characteristic brand of wicked humour
and sexy romanticism, this is a rollicking new tale of
young India.
In how many Hindi films has the hero been afflicted
by the Big C (cancer)? Who played a double role in
Sholay? Which early Dev Anand movie had the song
‘Usne phenka leg break to maine mara chhakka?’
From Geet Gaata Chal (songs that became movies)
to Nishabd (ten silent scenes of Amitabh Bachchan),
every page in this bumper book is going to engross
and entertain you.
Smuggling, gun-running, drugs, terrorism for many
decades, Mumbai has lived under the shadow of the
Underworld. Dawood Ibrahim, Karim Lala, Varadarajan Mudaliar: these are names that any Indian would
recognise. Analysed in print, immortalised on film,
their lives, their gangs, More...their 'businesses' are
out there for anyone who wants the information. But
there have been women, too, who have been part of
this murky side of the city, walking along side,
sometimes leading and manipulating men in the
Underworld to run their own illegal businesses. Here,
for the first time, crime journal- ists S. Hussain Zaidi
and Jane Borges explore the lives of some of these
women, and how, in cold blood, they were able to
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make their way up in what was certainly a man's
world. From Kamathipura to Dongri, from assassins
to molls, this is a collection that tells the stories of
women who have become legend in Mumbai's
streets, lanes and back-alleys. Absorbingly told,
impeccably researched, Mafia Queens of Mumbai
reveals a side of Mumbai's Underworld that has
never been seen before.
This is a movie tie-in edition and any reviews posted before
October 10, 2019 are from the previous edition of the same
title published in 2015. Aisha Chaudhary was born with SCID
(severe combined immune deficiency) and underwent a bonemarrow transplant when she was six months old. She lived in
New Delhi, where she was born. The year 2014 was brutal for
Aisha as her disease progressed, and her lungs started
giving up on her. The last few months of the year felt like a
roller-coaster ride, one that seemed to be mostly going down.
Spending almost all her time lying in bed, Aisha wrote down
her thoughts to get some relief, to get them out of her head.
Aisha's life was not anything like the average life of an urban
teenager, but she had experienced a lifetime of emotions; life
and death, fear and anger, love and hate, the depths of utter
sorrow and the happiest one can be. In My Little Epiphanies
she took a hard look at her own feelings and what it was that
gave her a sense of hope and control. This book gave her life
purpose and meaning, something to hold on to. Sometimes,
Aisha's little epiphanies had morphed into doodles that
capture what was going on in her mind as her destiny played
itself out. Through the book she wanted the world to
understand her unusual life and she hoped that it will inspire
others, going through similar hardships, to find peace.
An attempt to analyze the events of the alleged scandal
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which took place in the Indian stock market during 1992.
Full of wit and delicious observations, Mrs Funnybones
captures the life of the modern Indian woman a woman who
organizes dinner each evening after having been at work all
day, who runs her own life but has to listen to her mummyji,
who worries about her weight and the state of the country.
Based on Twinkle Khanna’s super-hit column, Mrs
Funnybones marks the debut of one of our funniest, most
original voices.
Mani Ratnam’s Nayakan is among Time’s ‘100 Best Movies
Ever’; and Roja launched A.R. Rahman. This book, unique to
Indian cinema, illuminates the genius of the man behind
these and eighteen other masterly films. For the first time
ever, Mani Ratnam opens up here, to Baradwaj Rangan,
about his art, as well as his life before films. In these
freewheeling conversations—candid, witty, pensive, and
sometimes combative—many aspects of his films are
explored. Ratnam elaborates in a personal vein on his choice
of themes, from the knottiness in urban relationships (Agni
Natchatiram) to the rents in the national fabric (Bombay); his
directing of children (Anjali); his artful use of songs; his
innovative use of lighting; as also his making of films in Hindi
and other languages. There are fond recollections of
collaborations with stalwarts like Balu Mahendra, P.C.
Sreeram, Thotta Tharrani and Gulzar, among many others.
And delectable behind-the-scenes stories—from the
contrasting working styles of the legendary composer
Ilaiyaraaja and Rahman to the unexpected dimensions Kamal
Haasan brought to the filming of Nayakan to what Raavan
was like when originally conceived. In short, like Mani
Ratnam’s films, Conversations surprises, entertains and
stimulates. With Rangan’s personal and impassioned
introduction setting the Tamil and national context of the
films, and with posters, script pages and numerous stills, this
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book is a sumptuous treat for serious lovers of cinema as well
as the casual moviegoer looking for a peek behind the
process.
PRIYA — India’s first female superhero, embarks on a
mission to stop the spread of Covid-19. She befriends a little
girl named Meena to show her the sacrifices made by
frontline healthcare workers and instill the power of courage
and compassion during this difficult time. She teams up with
Pakistan’s female superhero, Burka Avenger, to foil her arch
enemy from infecting her city with the potent virus.
Bollywood movies and their signature song-and-dance
spectacles are an aesthetic familiar to people around the
world, and Bollywood music now provides the rhythm for ads
marketing goods such as computers and a beat for remixes
and underground bands. These musical numbers have
inspired scenes in Western films such as Vanity Fair and
Moulin Rouge. Global Bollywood shows how this currency in
popular culture and among diasporic communities marks only
the latest phase of the genre’s world travels. This
interdisciplinary collection describes the many roots and
routes of the Bollywood song-and-dance spectacle.
Examining the reception of Bollywood music in places as
diverse as Indonesia and Israel, the essays offer a stimulating
redefinition of globalization, highlighting the cultural influence
of Hindi film music from its origins early in the twentieth
century to today. Contributors: Walter Armbrust, Oxford U;
Anustup Basu, U of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; Nilanjana
Bhattacharjya, Colorado College; Edward K. Chan,
Kennesaw State U; Bettina David, Hamburg U; Rajinder
Dudrah, U of Manchester; Shanti Kumar, U of Texas, Austin;
Monika Mehta, Binghamton U; Anna Morcom, Royal Holloway
College; Ronie Parciack, Tel Aviv U; Biswarup Sen, U of
Oregon; Sangita Shrestova; Richard Zumkhawala-Cook,
Shippensburg U. Sangita Gopal is assistant professor of
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English at the University of Oregon. Sujata Moorti is professor
of women’s and gender studies at Middlebury College.
Bollywood is one of the biggest industry in the world , the
objective of the industry is to entertain people by all means ,
since 1900’s many people contributed to Bollywood ,from
silent films to voice films , from black and white to colored but
only few people know about those pioneer of the Indian
cinema , this book throw the light on life of those people’s .As
time moved more superstars came and gave strength to the
industry, at present time also many superstars are making
their name on the globe , this book provides information
about the life and achievements of famous personalities of
Indian cinema , like Shah Rukh Khan , Anil Kapoor ,Amitabh
Bachchan, Priyanka Chopra , Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
Varun Dhawan and many more .This is the time to know more
about Bollywood This is the first book about Bollywood that
contains , the links to interesting videos and movies and
biographies , first of the kind . More than that the Book also
contains high resolution photos , and the information about
Bollywood is up-to the date , and is cross checked before
publishing . The contents are easy to Navigate , with different
section for each Biography .
MERE PAAS...BOLLYWOOD TRIVIA HAI! The Indian cinegoer’s fascination for Bollywood is unending – and then there
are those who really like to get their elbows into it dum lagaa
ke! Which is why this book, stuffed with super-gyaan (yes,
there is a science to the movies as well!) and sprinkled with
quirky illustrations is a must-have for anyone in love with or
just plain confused by all that goes on in Bollywood. Among
the many masaaledar nuggets it features are: • The rulebook
on how to plan a filmi elopement; • Fifteen jailers who
terrorized prisoners (and the jailbreaks that had wardens
quaking at the knees); • Colourful stories that reveal why
people get drunk in the movies; • Ten on-screen detectives
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who had crime on their minds, even if they could never solve
them; • Three ways suhaag raats unfold *cough* in Hindi
cinema. And there’s much more! From tragedy and mystery
to heartbreak and victory – Bollygeek opens up the
obsessive, compulsive and addictive world of Hindi cinema
like never before. You don’t want to miss out on this one!

Serving as a bodyguard to the daughter of an Italian
industrialist, an alcoholic soldier of fortune embarks
on a private war of revenge against an entire Mafia
organization after his young charge is brutally
kidnapped.
The inspiration for the Netflix original series
Mismatched! Everyone is talking about this New
York Times bestselling rom-com that Mindy Kaling
called “utterly charming!” Eleanor & Park meets
Bollywood in this hilarious and heartfelt novel about
two Indian-American teens whose parents conspire
to arrange their marriage. Dimple Shah has it all
figured out. With graduation behind her, she’s more
than ready for a break from her family, from
Mamma’s inexplicable obsession with her finding
the “Ideal Indian Husband.” Ugh. Dimple knows they
must respect her principles on some level, though. If
they truly believed she needed a husband right now,
they wouldn’t have paid for her to attend a summer
program for aspiring web developers…right? Rishi
Patel is a hopeless romantic. So when his parents
tell him that his future wife will be attending the same
summer program as him—wherein he’ll have to woo
her—he’s totally on board.
Because as silly as it
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sounds to most people in his life, Rishi wants to be
arranged, believes in the power of tradition, stability,
and being a part of something much bigger than
himself. The Shahs and Patels didn’t mean to start
turning the wheels on this “suggested arrangement”
so early in their children’s lives, but when they
noticed them both gravitate toward the same
summer program, they figured, Why not? Dimple
and Rishi may think they have each other figured
out. But when opposites clash, love works hard to
prove itself in the most unexpected ways.
Applying postmodern concepts and locating
postmodern motifs in key commercial Hindi films,
this innovative study reveals how Indian cinema has
changed in the 21st century.
Researched with the assistance of US and Indian
intelligence agents, war correspondents and the
crime veteran S. Hussain Zaidi, The Bard of Blood
takes you on a thrilling journey from the power
corridors of RAW to the war-torn terrain of
Balochistan. In Delhi, ex-RAW boss Lieutenant
General Sadiq Sheikh is killed by a double agent.
Sadiq’s killer is a man who knows too much and is
part of a diabolical plot to create what might become
the Third World War. In Mumbai, literature professor
Kabir Anand is settling down into his new life, when
a call from the PMO thrusts him back into the world
he is trying hard to forget. A brilliant agent who
served under Sadiq Sheikh, Kabir has been forced to
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leave RAW because of a disastrous mission in
Balochistan in 2006 that was undertaken as part of
the Indian secret service’s covert support of the
Balochi rebels against the Pakistan government.
Kabir must now revisit those ghosts, avenge his
mentor and face his deadliest enemies—Mullah Omar
and the ISI—while racing against time to save his
country.
In these delightfully candid musings about his life
and his cinema, RGV reveals the man behind
pioneering Telugu and Hindi films such as Shiva,
Rangeela, Satya, Sarkar, Bhoot and Company.
Discussing a wide range of subjects, from the
influences and circumstances that drew him to films
to his cinematic techniques, his successful and
unsuccessful films, his Bollywood idols, his relations
with the media and the controversies dogging him,
Guns & Thighs is as much about RGV's life and
philosophy of life as about his films and the Indian
film world. Characteristically, he pulls no punches,
whether he's talking about movies, women or the
media. Even when it comes to his own films, he
embraces his failures as much his successes and
dissects them with rare honesty and humility.
Refreshingly contrarian and politically incorrect, this
book discloses a perspective as colourful and larger
than life as Indian films. It is not for RGV fans alone
but for all those passionate about cinema and the
people associated with it.
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BollybookThe Big Book of Hindi Movie TriviaPenguin
UK
* Abhishek Bachchan is the son of veteran actors
Amitabh Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan, considered
Indian film royalty* This book features rare
photographs and anecdotes that provide a glimpse
into Abhishek Bachchan's personal and private
lifeThis is the story of the only son of Amitabh and
Jaya Bachchan captured in depth and detail by the
author-cum-photographer, Pradeep Chandra.
Sincere and suave; intense and intelligent, Abhishek
Bachchan is considered by many as the cool 'hot
guy' of Hindi cinema. The urge to know more about
Abhishek propelled Chandra to write this book and to
capture him on camera. Chandra, who is known for
his versatility, believes that Abhishek displays a
plethora of emotions without any hesitation. In this
book he has presented many facets of this
remarkable actor, highlighting the different roles he
plays, his rugged masculine looks, style, charm and
persona. As a result, the book covers Abhishek's
wide range of interests: movies, sports and
business. It also reveals Abhishek, the grandson,
son and father.Contents: Foreword-by Malavika
Sangghvi; Author's Note; Introduction; Starting
Young; Being an Actor; Hits and Misses - by
Narendra Kusnur; Different Goals; A Real Hero - by
Ayaz Memon; All in the Family; The Father, The Son
and the Colossal Shadow-by Vikas Chandra Sinha;
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Poem - by Hemant Kumar 'Dhaakar'; Filmography;
Acknowledgements; Sources; Index.
The Stranger in the Mirror is the memoir of the
legendary producer-director, Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra. Co-written by noted marketer-author, Reeta
Ramamurthy Gupta, this book chronicles the richly
experiential, multi-faceted life of one of India's most
celebrated and feted directors who has made
critically acclaimed films like Rang De Basanti,
Delhi-6 and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag. Though it may
seem natural for an autobiography to have a primary
narrator, what makes this book truly unique is its
many narrators. It is this multi-dimensional, multicharacter narration that will enable readers to delve
deep and truly understand what it means to be as
unselfish as Mehra, a man who gleefully steps back
and lets the experts do their job. Peppered with
anecdotes from Mehra's life-from the chai-biscuit
college days to the popping of the proverbial
champagne-it implores readers to pay attention to
understand who is narrating, because the plot may
have just shifted a little bit, just like his movies. At
the end, what really stands out is how effortless the
journey has actually been. And herein lies the
greatest paradox because there is no lack of
perseverance in this journey. The miraculous
manner in which things fall into place naturally, like
pieces of a pre-ordained puzzle with the universe
acting as the 'sutradhar', is the fulcrum around which
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the joy of this remarkable journey is built.
Superheroes such as Superman and Spider-Man
have spread all over the world. As this edited volume
shows, many national cultures have created or
reimagined the idea of the superhero, while the
realm of superheroes now contains many icons
whose histories borrow from local folklore and
legends. Consequently, the superhero needs
reconsideration, to be regarded as part of both local
and global culture as well as examined for the rich
meanings that such broad origins and re-workings
create. This collection stands out as the first
concentrated attempt to think through the meanings
and significance of the superhero, not only as a
product of culture in the United States, but as a
series of local, transnational, and global exchanges
in popular media. Through analysis of mainly film,
television, and computer screens, contributors offer
three challenges to the idea of the "American"
superhero: transnational reimagining of superhero
culture, emerging local superheroes, and the use of
local superheroes to undermine dominant political
ideologies. The essays explore the shifting
transnational meanings of Doctor Who, Thor, and
the Phantom, as these characters are reimagined in
world culture. Other chapters chart the rise of local
superheroes from India, the Middle East, Thailand,
and South Korea. These explorations demonstrate
how far superheroes have traveled to inspire
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audiences worldwide.
Roads to Mussoorie is a memorable evocation of a
writer's surroundings and the role they have played
in his work and life. Ruskin Bond describes his many
journeys to, from and around Mussoorie, delving with
gusto into the daily scandals of this not so sleepy hill
town. The pieces in this collection are characterized
by Bond's incorrigible sense of humour and eye for
detail, as well as his enduring affection and nostalgia
for the home he has lived in for over forty years
FOREWORD BY SHARMILA TAGORE The firstever biography of the enigmatic Rajesh Khanna, the
original 'superstar' If ever a life was meant to be a
book, few could stake a stronger claim. Like a
shooting star doomed to darkness after a glorious
run, Rajesh Khanna spent the better half of his
career in the shadow of his own stardom. Yet, forty
years after his last monstrous hit, Khanna continues
to be the yardstick by which every single Bollywood
star is measured. At a time when film stars were truly
larger than life, Khanna was even more: the one for
whom the term 'superstar' was coined. Born Jatin
Khanna to middle-class parents, the actor was
adopted by rich relatives who brought him up like a
prince. By the time he won the Filmfare-United
Producers Combine Talent Hunt, he was already
famous for being the struggler who drove an
imported sports car. With seventeen blockbuster hits
in succession and mass adulation rarely seen before
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or since, the world was at Khanna's feet. Everything
he touched turned to gold. The hysteria he
generated - women writing him letters in blood,
marrying his photograph and donning white when he
married Dimple Kapadia, people bringing sick
children for his 'healing' touch after Haathi Mere
Saathi - was unparalleled. Then, in a matter of
months, it all changed. Khanna's career hit a
downward spiral as spectacular as his meteoric rise
just three years after Aradhana (1969) and never
really recovered. Dark Star looks at the phenomenon
of an actor who redefined the 'film star'. Gautam
Chintamani's engaging narrative tries to make sense
of what it was that made Rajesh Khanna and what
accounted for his extraordinary fall. A singular
account of a wondrous life.
National Award Winner: 'Best Book On Film' Year
2000. Film Journalist Anupama Chopra Tells The
Fascinating Story Of How A Four-Line Idea Grew To
Become The Greatest Blockbuster Of Indian
Cinema. Starting With The Tricky Process Of
Casting, Moving On To The Actual Filming Over Two
Years In A Barren, Rocky Landscape, And Finally
The First Weeks After The Film'S Release When
The Audience Stayed Away And The Trade
Declared It A Flop, This Is A Story As Dramatic And
Entertaining As Sholay Itself. With The Skill Of A
Consummate Storyteller, Anupama Chopra
Describes Amitabh Bachchan'S Struggle To
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Convince The Sippys To Choose Him, An Actor With
Ten Flops Behind Him, Over The Flamboyant
Shatrughan Sinha; The Last-Minute Confusion Over
Dates That Led To Danny Dengzongpa'S Exit From
The Fim, Handing The Role Of Gabbar Singh To
Amjad Khan; And The Budding Romance Between
Hema Malini And Dharmendra During The Shooting
That Made The Spot Boys Some Extra Money And
Almost Killed Amitabh.
‘Someone at this table has killed before, and
someone at this table will kill again.’ Nikhil Kapoor,
Bollywood’s biggest film director, made this
shocking proclamation to his friends one night.
Sameer Ali Khan, Bollywood’s badshah, seethed
with rage. Nyra Oberoi, filmdom’s queen-in-waiting,
turned her face away. Ishan Malhotra, producer
extraordinaire, laughed out loud, while Kiki
Fernandez, dress designer to the stars, looked
afraid. Two nights later, both Nikhil and his wife,
leading actress Mallika Kapoor, were found dead. It
is up to Senior Inspector Hoshiyar Khan to solve the
puzzle.
Karan Johar is synonymous with success, panache,
quick wit, and outspokenness, which sometimes
inadvertently creates controversy and makes
headlines. KJo, as he is popularly called, has been a
much-loved Bollywood film director, producer, actor,
and discoverer of new talent. With his flagship
Dharma Production, he has constantly challenged
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the norms, written and rewritten rules, and set
trends. But who is the man behind the icon that we
all know? Baring all for the first time in his
autobiography, An Unsuitable Boy, KJo reminisces
about his childhood, the influence of his Sindhi
mother and Punjabi father, obsession with
Bollywood, foray into films, friendships with Aditya
Chopra, SRK and Kajol, his love life, the AIB Roast,
and much more. In his trademark frank style, he
talks about the ever-changing face of Indian cinema,
challenges and learnings, as well as friendships and
rivalries in the industry. Honest, heart-warming and
insightful, An Unsuitable Boy is both the story of the
life of an exceptional film-maker at the peak of his
powers and of an equally extraordinary human being
who shows you how to survive and succeed in life.
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