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First recorded 1500 years ago, but taking its origins from a far earlier oral tradition, the Pancatantra is ascribed by legend to the celebrated,
half-mythical teacher Visnu Sarma. Asked by a great king to awaken the dulled intelligence of his three idle sons, the aging Sarma is said to
have composed the great work as a series of entertaining and edifying fables narrated by a wide range of humans and animals, and together
intended to provide the young princes with vital guidance for life. Since first leaving India before AD 570, the Pancatantra has been widely
translated and has influenced a cast number of works in India, the Arab world and Europe, including the Arabian Nights, the Canterbury Tales
and the Fables of La Fontaine. Enduring and profound, it is among the earliest and most popular of all books of fables.
DIVAN OF AMIR KHUSRAU Translation & Introduction Paul SmithAmir Khusrau (1253-1325), the 'Parrot of India' was born at Patigali near
the Ganges in India. At the age of thirty-six he was poet-laureate, serving many sultans. He was not only fluent in Persian, in which he
composed the majority of his 92 books, but also in Arabic, Hindi and Sanskrit. He composed ten long masnavis, five Divans of ghazals
(nearly 160 here trans.) and ruba'is, dohas, qasidas, riddles and many prose works (see appendixes). He was a Master musician and
invented the sitar. The Perfect Master Nizam ud-din took him as his disciple and eventually he became God-realized. He rebelled against
narrow spirituality and helped redefine the true Sufi way. He was a profound influence on Hafiz (who copied a book of his ghazals, still in
existence) and is seen as the link between Sadi and Hafiz in updating the form and content of the ghazal and eroticising it. This is the largest
selection of his poems in English. Introduction is on his Life & Times & Poetry and the Forms in which he wrote and on Sufism & Poetry. The
correct rhyme-structure has been kept and the meaning of these beautiful, often enlightened poems. Seven Appendixes, Including:
Translations of his The Tale of the Four Dervishes, Ashika, Nuh Sipihr, I'jaz-i Khusaruwi, Kiranu-s Sa'dain, Ghurratu-i-Kamal, Miftahu-i Futuh,
Campaigns of 'Ala'u'd-Din Khilji Large Format Paperback 7" x 10" 670 pagesCOMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH'S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ'S
'DIVAN'."It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished." Dr.
Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran."Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith." Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of
works into Persian and knower of Hafiz's Divan off by heart."Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and
history concerning Hafiz." Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). "I was very impressed with the beauty of these books." Dr. R.K. Barz.
Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University.Paul Smith (b. 1945) is a poet, author and translator of many books of Sufi poets of
the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, 'Attar, Sana'i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd
Zakani, Mu'in, Amir Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Omar Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Shah Latif, Bulleh Shah, Iqbal,
Ghalib, Dara Shikoh, Lalla Ded Seemab, Jigar, Mu'in, Abu Nuwas and many others, and his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children's
books and 12 screenplays. www.newhumanitybooks.com
'Beautifully written, tense and real' - Ann Cleeves Two sisters. One fire. A secret that won't burn out. The Grayson sisters are trouble.
Everyone in their small town knows it. But no-one can know of the secret that binds them together. Hattie is the light. Penny is the darkness.
Together, they have balance. But one night the balance is toppled. A match is struck. A fire is started. A cruel husband is killed. The potential
for a new life flickers in the fire's embers, but resentment, guilt, and jealousy suffocate like smoke. Their lives have been engulfed in flames will they ever be able to put them out? Steeped in intrigue and suspense, Sister of Mine is a powerhouse debut; a sharp, disquieting thriller
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written in stunning, elegant prose with a devastating twist. Fans of Liane Moriarty's Big Little Lies and Shari Lapena's The Couple Next Door
will be utterly absorbed by this compulsively readable novel. ------------------------ 'Beautifully written, insightful and thought provoking, with
twists I did not see coming - Cecilia Ekbäck, bestselling author of Wolf Winter and The Midnight Sun 'This book is a cracked mirror—sharp,
disquieting, impossible to look away, refracting our worst fears and best hopes back at us' - Elan Mastai, author of All Our Wrong Todays
'Laurie's prose is stunning but it was the complicated relationship between the two sisters, and the secret that threatens to destroy them that
had me furiously turning the pages' - Hollie Overton, bestselling author of Baby Doll and The Walls 'Imaginative, beautifully observed
characterisation. Masterfully written and enchanting, with more than a hint of menace' - Caro Ramsay
Traditionally known as The Hundred Tales of Wisdom, this collection comprises excerpts from the life, teachings and miracles of the Sufi
teacher Jalaluddin Rumi, together with certain important stories from his works.As well as being part of the bedrock of classical Persian
literature, these tales, anecdotes and narratives are believed, by Sufis, to aid in the development of insights beyond ordinary perceptions.
Here, they are translated and presented by Idries Shah.
Seven Pillars of Wisdom is a memoir of the soldier known as 'Lawrence of Arabia.’ Lawrence is a fascinating and controversial figure and his
talent as a vivid and imaginative writer shines through on every page of his masterpiece. ‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ written between 1919
and 1926, is an extraordinary tale of action, politics and adventure. The story describes heroism through instances of war by a man who not
only shaped events but was molded by them. The genre of the book can be related to many broad subjects like political history, military
strategy, pathology or travel story. Lawrence, known as the defender of the empire, had found war in the Arab world and a long-lasting
sideline to the War to End All Wars. This war produced more war during the time, in which, along with many other eminent writers, Lawrence
was also involved. Seven Pillars of Wisdom provides a unique portrait of this extraordinary man and an insight into the birth of the Arab
nation.
Short fiction was an immensely innovative art in the medieval Arab world and speaks to the urbanization of the Arab domain after Islam. It
reflects the bustling life of Muslim Arabs and Islamized Persians and the sure stamp of an urbanity that had settled very staunchly after big
conquests. Reading these texts today illuminates the wide spectrum of early Arab life and the influences and innovations that flourished so
vibrantly in medieval Arab society. Classical Arabic Stories selects from an impressive corpus, including excerpts from seven seminal works:
Ibn Tufail's novel, Hayy ibn Yaqzan; Kalila wa Dimna by Ibn al-Muqaffa; The Misers by al-Jahiz; The Brethren of Purity's The Protest of
Animals Against Man; Al-Maqamat (The Assemblies) by al-Hamadhani and al-Hariri; Epistle of Forgiveness by al-Ma'arri; and the epic
romance, Sayf Bin Dhi Yazan. Organized thematically, the volume begins with pre-Islamic tales, stories of rulers and other notables, and
thrilling narratives of danger and warfare. It follows with tales of love, religion, comedy, and the strange and the supernatural.
From the author of Homeland Elegies and Pulitzer Prize winner Disgraced, a stirring and explosive novel about an American Muslim family in
Wisconsin struggling with faith and belonging in the pre-9/11 world. Hayat Shah is a young American in love for the first time. His normal life
of school, baseball, and video games had previously been distinguished only by his Pakistani heritage and by the frequent chill between his
parents, who fight over things he is too young to understand. Then Mina arrives, and everything changes. American Dervish is a brilliantly
written, nuanced, and emotionally forceful look inside the interplay of religion and modern life.
THE BOOK OF AMIR KHUSRAU Selected Poems & The Tale of the Four Dervishes Translation & Introduction Paul Smith Amir Khusrau
(1253-1324), the 'Parrot of India' was born at Patigali near the Ganges in India. At the age of thirty-six he was poet-laureate, serving many
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sultans. He was not only fluent in Persian, in which he composed the majority of his 92 books, but also in Arabic, Hindi and Sanskrit. He
composed ten long masnavis, five Divans of ghazals and other poems and many prose works. He was a Master musician and invented the
sitar. The Perfect Master Nizam ud-din took him as his disciple and eventually he became God-realized. He rebelled against narrow
spirituality and helped redefine the true Sufi way. He was a profound influence on Hafiz and is seen as the link between Sadi and Hafiz in
updating the form and content of the ghazal and eroticising it. This is the largest selection of his poems in English. Introduction is on his Life &
Times & Poetry and the Forms in which he wrote and on Sufism & Poetry. The correct rhyme-structure has been kept and the meaning of
these beautiful, enlightened poems. Appendix: Translation of his The Tale of the Four Dervishes Large Format Paperback 7" x 10" 439 pages
COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH'S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ'S 'DIVAN'. "It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a
great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss the fingertips that wrote such a masterpiece." Dr. Mir
Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. "Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith." Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of works
into Persian and knower of Hafiz's Divan off by heart. "Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history
concerning Hafiz." Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). "I was very impressed with the beauty of these books." Dr. R.K. Barz. Faculty of
Asian Studies, Australian National University. Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of many books of Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic,
Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, 'Attar, Sana'i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Mu'in, Amir
Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Omar Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Shah Latif, Bulleh Shah, Iqbal, Ghalib, Dara Shikoh,
Lalla Ded, Makhfi and many others, and his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children's books, and a dozen screenplays.
www.newhumanitybooks.com
A mysterious chest is buried unopened. A wondrous caravan brings fortune to a simple cobbler. An outcast princess creates a new life in the
wilderness. Some of the 78 tales in this remarkable book first appeared in print over a thousand years ago; others are medieval classics. Yet
each has a special relevance for us at the dawn of the 21st century. All are told with Idries Shah's distinctive wit and grace and the author's
own commentary notes. These are teaching stories in the Sufi tradition. Those who probe beyond the surface will find multiple meanings to
challenge assumptions and foster new ways of thinking and perceiving. Tales of the Dervishes is essential reading for anyone interested in
Sufi thought, the significance and history of tales, or simply superb entertainment.
“...arrives like the brightest comet, a dazzling work of art full of invention, playfulness and Chaucerian tale-telling, by fakirs in a far-off
cemetery. Their ornate stories are full of Mughals and caliphs, old kings and city black-outs. This heady, compelling fusion of cultures – East
meeting West – complete with social satire is a remarkable debut. Easily the most remarkable work of fiction to come out of Wales in a
thousand moons.” – Jon Gower “Four Dervishes is a fascinating adaptation of a medieval classic spun into a satirical and magical realist
novel about our times.” – Tabish Khair One monsoon night, a power cut forces a man full of disappointments on to the streets of the town.
Sheltering in a cemetery he comes across four others – a grave digger, an aristocrat, an honourable criminal and a messiah – each with a
past, and with a story to tell. Crimes have been committed, dark family secrets revealed, fortunes rise and fall, the varieties of love are
explored, and new selves are discovered in a rich round of storytelling. And as the Disappointed Man discovers, a new story is about to
begin... Four Dervishes draws on a long tradition of storytelling as it skewers issues like religious bigotry, injustice, the denial of women’s
rights, and class division. Lavishly inventive, verbally rich, an exotic confection, this novel is both darkly thematic and humorously playful.
By one of Britain's most gifted scientists: a magnificently daring and compulsively readable account of life on Earth (from the "big bang" to the
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advent of man), based entirely on the most original of all sources--the evidence of fossils. With excitement and driving intelligence, Richard
Fortey guides us from the barren globe spinning in space, through the very earliest signs of life in the sulphurous hot springs and volcanic
vents of the young planet, the appearance of cells, the slow creation of an atmosphere and the evolution of myriad forms of plants and
animals that could then be sustained, including the magnificent era of the dinosaurs, and on to the last moment before the debut of Homo
sapiens. Ranging across multiple scientific disciplines, explicating in wonderfully clear and refreshing prose their findings and
arguments--about the origins of life, the causes of species extinctions and the first appearance of man--Fortey weaves this history out of the
most delicate traceries left in rock, stone and earth. He also explains how, on each aspect of nature and life, scientists have reached the
understanding we have today, who made the key discoveries, who their opponents were and why certain ideas won. Brimful of wit,
fascinating personal experience and high scholarship, this book may well be our best introduction yet to the complex history of life on Earth. A
Book-of-the-Month Club Main Selection With 32 pages of photographs
On his way from Tangiers to China, the medieval Moorish traveller Ibn Battuta arrives in Konya, Turkey where the legendary dervish Rumi
had lived, danced and died. More than half a century may have passed since his death, but his poetry remains alive, inscribed in every stone
and tree and pathway. Rumi’s followers entrust Ibn Battuta with a manuscript of his life stories to spread word of the mystic on his travels. As
Battuta reads and recites these tales, his listeners discover their own lives reflected in these stories—fate has bound them, and perhaps you,
to Rumi. A Mirrored Life reaffirms the magical powers of storytelling, making us find Rumi in each of our hearts.
A brilliant narrative history tracing today’s troubles back to the grandiose imperial overreach of Great Britain and the United States.
Kingmakers is the gripping story of how the modern Middle East came to be, as told through the lives of the Britons and Americans who
shaped it. Some are famous (Lawrence of Arabia and Gertrude Bell); others infamous (Harry St. John Philby, father of Kim); some forgotten
(Sir Mark Sykes, Israel’s godfather, and A. T. Wilson, the territorial creator of Iraq). All helped enthrone rulers in a region whose very name is
an Anglo-American invention. The aim of this engrossing character-driven narrative is to restore to life the colorful figures who gave us the
Middle East in which Americans are enmeshed today.
A Tale of Four Dervishes
In this lyrical, exuberant tale, acclaimed Turkish author Elif Shafak, author of The Island of Missing Trees (a Reese's Book Club Pick),
incarnates Rumi's timeless message of love The Forty Rules of Love unfolds two tantalizing parallel narratives—one contemporary and the
other set in the thirteenth century, when Rumi encountered his spiritual mentor, the whirling dervish known as Shams of Tabriz—that together
explore the enduring power of Rumi's work. Ella Rubenstein is forty years old and unhappily married when she takes a job as a reader for a
literary agent. Her first assignment is to read and report on Sweet Blasphemy, a novel written by a man named Aziz Zahara. Ella is
mesmerized by his tale of Shams's search for Rumi and the dervish's role in transforming the successful but unhappy cleric into a committed
mystic, passionate poet, and advocate of love. She is also taken with Shams's lessons, or rules, that offer insight into an ancient philosophy
based on the unity of all people and religions, and the presence of love in each and every one of us. As she reads on, she realizes that
Rumi's story mirrors her own and that Zahara—like Shams—has come to set her free.
The poems of the fourteenth-century Kashmiri mystic Lal Ded, popularly known as Lalla, strike us like brief and blinding bursts of light.
Emotionally rich yet philosophically precise, sumptuously enigmatic yet crisply structured, these poems are as sensuously evocative as they
are charged with an ecstatic devotion. Stripping away a century of Victorian-inflected translations and paraphrases, and restoring the jagged,
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colloquial power of Lalla’s voice, in Ranjit Hoskote’s new translation these poems are glorious manifestos of illumination.
Energized, irreverent, and deliciously inventive stories from Pulitzer-nominated, bestselling author of What We Talk About When We Talk
About Anne Frank. In the collection's hilarious title story, a Hasidic man gets a special dispensation from his rabbi to see a prostitute. "The
Wig" takes an aging wigmaker and makes her, for a single moment, beautiful. In "The Tumblers," Englander envisions a group of Polish Jews
herded toward a train bound for the death camps and, in a deft, imaginative twist, turns them into acrobats tumbling out of harm's way. For
the Relief of Unbearable Urges is a work of startling authority and imagination--a book that is as wondrous and joyful as it is wrenchingly sad.
It hearalds the arrival of a remarkable new storyteller.
The Sultan secretly commissions a great book: a celebration of his life and the Ottoman Empire, to be illuminated by the best artists of the
day - in the European manner. In Istanbul at a time of violent fundamentalism, however, this is a dangerous proposition. Even the illustrious
circle of artists are not allowed to know for whom they are working. But when one of the miniaturists is murdered, their Master has to seek
outside help. Did the dead painter fall victim to professional rivalry, romantic jealousy or religious terror? With the Sultan demanding an
answer within three days, perhaps the clue lies somewhere in the half-finished pictures . . . From Turkey's winner of the Nobel Prize and
author of Istanbul and The Museum of Innocence, this novel is a thrilling murder mystery set amid the splendour of Istanbul and the Ottoman
Empire. Part fantasy and part philosophical puzzle, My Name is Red is also a stunning meditation on love, artistic devotion and the tensions
between East and West.
Eighteen folktales from the author's ancestral homeland, including "The Unforgettable Sneeze," "The Ruby Ring," and "The Leopard and the
Jinn."
Some ghosts never leave us. SHORTLISTED FOR THE MCKITTERICK PRIZE 2021 'A wild rural gothic with some slick plotting . . . the
perfect novel for our phantom present' Guardian 'Outstanding . . . ideal for fans of Andrew Michael Hurley' Metro _________________ Twins
Tim and Abi have always been different from their peers, spending their evenings in the attic of their parents' suburban house, poring over
reports of the unexplained. Obsessed with photographs of ghostly apparitions, they decide to fake their own, and use it to frighten a girl at
school. But what was only supposed to be a harmless prank sets in motion a deadly and terrifying chain of events that neither of them could
have predicted... _________________ 'Clear your diary, switch off your phone, and get lost in this atmospheric and madly gripping ghost
story' Daily Mirror 'A nostalgic delight' Irish Independent 'Intriguing, atmospheric and utterly terrifying in parts' My Weekly
Kumarasambhavam celebrates the love story of Siva and Parvati, whose passionate union results in the birth of their son, the young god
Kumara. Beginning with a luminous description of the birth of Parvati, the poem proceeds in perfectly pitched sensuous detail through her
courtship with Siva until the night of their wedding. It plays out their tale on the immense scale of supreme divinity, wherein the gods are
viewed both as lovers and as cosmic principles. Composed in eight scintillating cantos, Kumarasambhavam continues to enchant readers
centuries after it was first written. Hank Heifetz's sparkling translation brings to life the heady eroticism and sumptuous imagery of the original.

India Has Attracted All Sorts Of Visitors From Times Unknown And For Various Reasons. While The Likes Of Mahmud Ghazni
And Muhammad Ghori Coveted The Country&Rsquo;S Material Wealth And Came As Territorial Conquerors, Muinuddin Chishti
Came To India, At The Turn Of The Twelfth Century, To Fulfil A Spiritual Quest. The Book Of Muinuddin Chishti Introduces This
&Lsquo;Conqueror Of Conquerors&Rsquo;, Revealing The Life And Teachings Of A Great Saint Who Chose Not To Battle Over
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God But To Practise The Love Of God. Through The Use Of Historical Records And Creative Imagination, Mehru Jaffer Brings To
Life The Story Of A Human Being Who Became A Saint And The Development Of Chishti Sufism In India, Examining The Most
Important Dynamic In The Understanding Of A Phenomenon Like Sufism: Tension Between The Outsider&Rsquo;S Point Of View
And The Insider&Rsquo;S Vision. Muinuddin Chishti Spent His Life Reminding Us That Hidden Behind The Paraphernalia Of
Rituals Of All The Diverse Religions Of The World Is Love And Curiosity For The Creator. The Book Of Muinuddin Chishti Takes
Forward His Message&Mdash;Of How To Remain Humane In Hostile Times, Balance The Material With The Spiritual, And Reach
Out And Cement The Foundations Of Love And Mysticism That Ultimately Unite All Of Humanity.
Here is a special abridged English translation of a major Indo-Persian epic: a panoramic tale of magic and passion, a classic
hero’s odyssey that has captivated much of the world. It is the spellbinding story of Amir Hamza, the adventurer who in the service
of the Persian emperor defeats many enemies, loves many women, and converts hundreds of infidels to the True Faith before
finding his way back to his first love. In Musharraf Ali Farooqi’s remarkable abridged rendition, this masterwork is captured with all
its colorful action and fantastic elements intact. Appreciated as the seminal Islamic epic or enjoyed as a sweeping tale as rich and
inventive as Homer’s epic sagas, The Adventures of Amir Hamza is a true literary treasure.
This beautiful anthology is a haunting reminder that the world is not as it seems.
A riddle is a mystery concealed in words, each a clue you must unravel. In this book, it is also a piece of verse, part of the puzzle
that is the fascinating life of Amir Khusrau. Gloriously illustrated, crafted with care and sprinkled with delightful snippets of history,
Amir Khusrau’s Book of Riddles is guaranteed to bewilder, inform and entertain children and adults alike. Work your way through
the riddles on your own or challenge a friend, or just read on for the answer and a peek into the thoughts of one of this enigmatic
poet, mystic and musician.
In the tradition of SIDDHARTHA by Hermann Hesse comes a new spiritual novel that is a stunning feat of storytelling and
imagination. A Poet of the Invisible World follows a boy named Nouri, born in thirteenth-century Persia, with four ears instead of
two. Orphaned as an infant, he's taken into a Sufi order, where he meets an assortment of dervishes and is placed upon a path
toward spiritual awakening. As he stumbles from one painful experience to the next, he grows into manhood. Each trial he endures
shatters another obstacle within--and leads Nouri on toward transcendence.
One of the world's great folk story-cycles adapted for the stage by leading theatre maker Tim Supple, from the stories written by
the seminal Lebanese novelist Hanan al-Shaykh. This unique edition will unlock the ancient tales for a new generation of readers
and performers. Written by Arabic writers from tales gathered in India, Persia and across the great Arab Empire, the One
Thousand and One Nights are the never-ending stories told by Shahrazad night after night, under sentence of death, to the king
Shahrayar who has vowed to marry a virgin every night and kill her in the morning. Shahrazad prolongs her life by keeping the
King engrossed in a web of stories that never ends - a fascinating kaleidoscope of life, love and destiny. The tales that unfold are
erotic, violent, supernatural and endlessly surprising. The web of tales woven by Shahrazad were exoticised and bowdlerised in
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the West under the title of the Arabian Nights. This adaptation unearths the true character of One Thousand and One Nights as it
is in the oldest Arabic manuscripts. In turns erotic, brutal, witty, poetic and complex, the tales tell of love and marriage, power and
punishment, rich and poor, and the endless trials and uncertainties of fate. The great cities and thriving trade routes of the Islamic
world provide the setting for these stories that employ supernatural mystery and intense realism to portray the deep and endless
drama of human experience.
The selected adventures of Persia's Hercules, from Iran's great national epic No understanding of world mythology is complete
without acquaintance with Rostam, Iran's most celebrated mythological hero. According to the Shahnameh (the tenth-century Book
of Kings), this titan, magnificent in strength and courage, bestrode Persia for 500 years. While he often served fickle kings undergoing many trials of combat, cunning, and endurance - he was never their servant and owed allegiance only to his nation's
greater good. Anyone interested in folklore, world literature, or Iranian culture will find Rostam both a rousing and illuminating read.
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With
more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout world history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
A dazzling Urdu epic that evokes a magical Indo-Muslim world Originally composed in the fourteenth century and made popular in 1803 by
Mir Amman's colloquial retelling, this wonderfully entertaining story paints a portrait of a distant and colorful time and place. In despair at
having no son to succeed him, the king of Turkey leaves his palace to live in seclusion. Soon afterward, however, he encounters four
wandering dervishes-three princes and a rich merchant-who have been guided to Turkey by a supernatural force that prophesied their
meeting. As the five men sit together in the dead of night sharing their tales of lost love, a magnificent landscape reveals courtly intrigue and
romance, fairies and djinn, oriental gardens and lavish feasts.
Written after he had been banished to the Black Sea city of Tomis by Emperor Augustus, the Fasti is Ovid's last major poetic work. Both a
calendar of daily rituals and a witty sequence of stories recounted in a variety of styles, it weaves together tales of gods and citizens together
to explore Rome's history, religious beliefs and traditions. It may also be read as a subtle but powerful political manifesto which derides
Augustus' attempts to control his subjects by imposing his own mythology upon them: after celebrating the emperor as a Jupiter-on-earth, for
example, Ovid deliberately juxtaposes a story showing the king of the gods as a savage rapist. Endlessly playful, this is also a work of
integrity and courage, and a superb climax to the life of one of Rome's greatest writers.
Amir Khusrau, one of the greatest poets of medieval India, helped forge a distinctive synthesis of Muslim and Hindu cultures. Written in
Persian and Hindavi, his poems and ghazals were appreciated across a cosmopolitan Persianate world that stretched from Turkey to Bengal.
Having thrived for centuries, Khusrau’s poetry continues to be read and recited to this day. In the Bazaar of Love is the first comprehensive
selection of Khusrau’s work, offering new translations of mystical and romantic poems and fresh renditions of old favourites. Covering a wide
range of genres and forms, it evokes the magic of one of the best-loved poets of the Indian subcontinent.
In despair at having no son to succeed him, the King of Turkey leaves his palace to live in seclusion. Soon after, however, he encounters four
Page 7/8

Read Online A Tale Of Four Dervishes
wandering dervishes - three princes and a rich merchant from Persia, Yemen and China - who have been guided to Turkey by a supernatural
force that prophesied their meeting. The five men sit together in the dead of night, each in turn telling the tale of lost love that led him to
renounce the world. As their stories within stories unfold, a magnificent world is revealed of courtly intrigue and romance, fairies and djinn,
oriental gardens and lavish feasts, adventures and mishaps. A Tale of Four Dervishes (1803) is an exquisite example of Urdu fiction that
provides a fascinating glimpse into the customs, beliefs and people of the time.
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