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A Sorrow Beyond Dreams
In this visionary novel, Nobel Prize winner Peter Handke
offers descriptions of objects, relationships, and events that
teach readers a renewed way of seeing; he creates a wealth
of images to replace those lost to convention and conformity.
On the outskirts of a northwestern European river port city
lives a powerful woman banker, a public figure admired and
hated in equal measure, who has decided to turn from the
worlds of high finance and modern life to embark on a quest.
Having commissioned a famous writer to undertake her
"authentic" biography, she journeys through the Spanish
Sierra de Gredos and the region of La Mancha to meet him.
As she travels by all-terrain vehicle, bus, and finally on foot,
the nameless protagonist encounters five way stations that
become the stuff of her biography and the biography of the
modern world, a world in which genuine images and
unmediated experiences have been exploited and falsified by
commercialization and by the voracious mass media.
Crossing the Sierra de Gredos is a very human book of
yearning and the ancient quest for love, peopled with
memorable characters (from multiple historical periods) and
imbued with Handke's inimitable ability to portray universal,
inner-worldly adventures that blend past, future, present, and
dreamtime.
Winner of the 2019 Nobel Prize for Literature "My mother has
been dead for almost seven weeks: I had better go to work
before the need to write about her, which I felt so strongly at
her funeral, dies away and I fall back into the dull
speechlessness with which I reacted to the news of her
suicide." So begins Peter Handke's extraordinary
confrontation with his mother's death. In a painful and
courageous attempt to deal with the almost intolerable horror
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of her suicide, he sets out to piece together the facts of her
life, as he perceives them. What emerges is a loving portrait
of inconsolable grief, a woman whose lively spirit has been
crushed not once but over and over again by the miseries of
her place and time. Yet well into middle age, living in the
Austrian village of her birth, she still remains haunted by her
dreams.
When he visited Israel in 1975, Saul Bellow kept an account
of his experiences and impressions. It grew into an
impassioned and thoughtful book. As he wryly notes, "If you
want everyone to love you, don't discuss Israeli politics." But
discuss them is very much what he does. Through quick
sketches and vignettes, Bellow evokes places, ideas, and
people, reaching a sharp picture of contemporary Israel. The
reader is offered a wonderful panorama of an ancient and
modern world city. Like every other visitor to Israel, Bellow
tumbles into "a gale of conversation." He loves it and he
makes the reader feel at home. Bellow delights in the
liveliness, the gallantry of Israeli life: people on the edge of
history, an inch from disaster, yet brimming with argument
and words. He delights not in tourist delusions but with a
tough critical spirit: his Israel is pocked with scars and
creases, and all the more attractive for it. Simply as a travel
book, the reader finds remarkable descriptions, such as one
in which Bellow finds "the melting air" of Jerusalem pressing
upon him "with an almost human weight" Something
intelligible is communicated by the earthlike colors of this
most beautiful of cities. The impression that Bellow offers is
that living in Israel must be as exhausting as it is exciting: a
murderous barrage on the nerves. Israel, he writes, "is both a
garrison state and a cultivated society, both Spartan and
Athenian. It tries to do everything, to make provisions for
everything. All resources, all faculties are strained.
Unremitting thought about the world situation parallels the
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defense effort." Jerusalem's people are actively and
individually involved in universal history. Bellow makes you
share in the experience.
Set in 1960, Nobel Prize winner Peter Handke's Repetition
tells of Filib Kobal's journey from his home in Carinthia to
Slovenia on the trail of his missing brother, Gregor. He is
armed only with two of Gregor's books: a copy book from
agricultural school, and a Slovenian - German dictionary, in
which Gregor has marked certain words. The resulting
investigation of the laws of language and naming becomes a
transformative investigation of himself and the world around
him. "Handke's eminence, displayed in a substantial oeuvre
of plays, novels and poems, is reaffirmed brilliantly by
[Repetition]." - Publishers Weekly
Described as an answer to or at least an echo of Samuel
Beckett's Krapp's Last tape, this book is a monologue
delivered by the "she" in Beckett's play. The monologue is
prefaced with a description of two stone figures. While the
male figure remains "as dead and gone as anyone can," the
female bursts into life, and her monologue gradually focuses
on Krapp's use of pauses and language to dominate the other
characters in the Beckett play. Ultimately, however, her
complaints and critique of Krapp become a declaration of her
love for Krapp or at least an affirmation of their attachment,
as the two of them are ultimately bound together, perhaps
even inseparable.
Nietzsche's work has had a significant impact on the
intellectual life of non-Western cultures and elicited responses
from thinkers outside of the Anglo-American philosophical
traditions as well. These essays address the connection
between his ideas and ph
“[Russo’s] first novel in ten years hits the ball out of the park.
. . . You’ll lap up this gripping, wise, and wonderful summer
treat.” —The Boston Globe “A cascade of charm. . . . Russo is
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an undeniably endearing writer, and chances are this story
will draw you back to the most consequential moments in
your own life.”—The Washington Post One beautiful
September day, three men in their late sixties convene on
Martha's Vineyard, friends ever since meeting in college in
the sixties. They couldn't have been more different then, or
even today—Lincoln's a commercial real estate broker, Teddy
a tiny-press publisher, and Mickey is a musician beyond his
rockin' age. But each man holds his own secrets, in addition
to the monumental mystery that none of them has ever
stopped puzzling over since a Memorial Day weekend right
here on the Vineyard in 1971. Now, forty-five years later,
three lives and that of a significant other are put on
displaywhile the distant past confounds the present ina
relentless squall of surprise and discovery. Shot through with
Russo's trademark comedy and humanity, Chances Are . . .
introduces a new level of suspense and menace that will
quicken the reader's heartbeat throughout this absorbing
saga.
Three stories deal with the breakdown of language, a man's
search for his missing wife, and a mother's suicide

By Nobel Prize Winner Peter Handke Provocative,
romantic, and restlessly exploratory, Peter Handke is
one of the great writers of our time. Slow Homecoming,
originally published in the late 1970s, is central to his
achievement and to the powerful influence he has
exercised on other writers, chief among them W.G.
Sebald. A novel of self-questioning and self-discovery,
Slow Homecoming is a singular odyssey, an escape
from the distractions of the modern world and the
unhappy consciousness, a voyage that is fraught and
fearful but ultimately restorative, ending on an
unexpected note of joy. The book begins in America.
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Writing with the jarring intensity of his early work,
Handke introduces Valentin Sorger, a troubled geologist
who has gone to Alaska to lose himself in his work, but
now feels drawn back home: on his way to Europe he
moves in ominous disorientation through the great cities
of America. The second part of the book, “The Lesson of
Mont Sainte-Victoire,” identifies Sorger as a projection of
the author, who now writes directly about his own
struggle to reconstitute himself and his art by
undertaking a pilgrimage to the great mountain that
Cézanne painted again and again. Finally, “Child Story”
is a beautifully observed, deeply moving account of a
new father—not so much Sorger or the author as a kind of
Everyman—and his love for his growing daughter.
Nobel Prize winner Peter Handke offers a wry and
entertaining take on history's most famous seducer as he
takes a respite from his stressful existence Don Juan's
story—"his own version"—is filtered through the
consciousness of an anonymous narrator, a failed
innkeeper and chef, into whose solitude Don Juan bursts
one day. On each day of the week that follows, Don Juan
describes the adventures he experienced on that same
day a week earlier. The adventures are erotic, but
Handke's Don Juan is more pursued than pursuer. What
makes his accounts riveting are the remarkable
evocations of places and people, and the nature of his
narration. Don Juan: His Own Version is, above all, a
book about storytelling and its ability to burst the ordinary
boundaries of time and space. In this brief and wry
volume, Peter Handke conjures images and depicts the
subtleties of human interaction with an unforgettable
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vividness. Along the way, he offers a sharp commentary
on many features of contemporary life.
A major new novel from the Nobel laureate Peter
Handke—one of his most inventive and dazzlingly original
works On a summer day under a blue sky a man is stung
on his foot by a bee. “The sting signaled that the time
had come to set out, to hit the road. Off with you. The
hour of departure has arrived.” The man boards a train
to Paris, crosses the city by Métro, then boards another,
disembarking in a small town on the plains to the north.
He is searching for a young woman he calls the Fruit
Thief, who, like him, has set off on a journey to the Vexin
plateau. What follows is a vivid but dreamlike exploration
of topography both physical and affective, charting the
Fruit Thief’s perambulations across France’s internal
borderlands: alongside rivers and through ravines,
beside highways and to a bolt-hole under the stairs of an
empty hotel. Chance encounters—with a man scrambling
through the underbrush in search of his lost cat, and with
a delivery boy who abandons his scooter to become a
fellow traveler for a day—are like so many throws of the
dice, each exposing new facets of this mysterious
individual in the manner of a cubist portrait. In prose of
unrivaled precision, lucidly rendered into English by
Krishna Winston, The Fruit Thief elevates the terrain of
everyday life to epic status, and situates the
microgeography of an individual at the center of a book
like few others. This is one of Nobel laureate Peter
Handke’s most significant and original achievements.
On a Dark Night I Left My Silent House is Nobel Prize
winner Peter Handke's evocative, moving, often
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fantastic, short novel about one man's conflict with
himself and his journey toward resolution. During one
night shift, an unnamed, middle-aged pharmacist in
Taxham, an isolated suburb of Salzburg, tells his story to
a narrator. The pharmacist is known and well-respected,
but lonely and estranged from his wife. He feels most
comfortable wandering about in nature, collecting and
eating hallucinogenic mushrooms. One day he receives
a blow to the head that leaves him unable to speak, and
the narrative is transformed from ironic description into a
collection of sensual impressions, observations and
reflections. The pharmacist, who is now called the driver,
sets out on a quest, travelling into the Alps with two
companions—a former Olympic skiing champion and a
formerly famous poet--where he is beaten and later
stalked by a woman. He drives through a tunnel and has
a premonition of death, then finds himself in a surreal,
foreign land. In a final series of bizarre, cathartic events,
the driver regains his speech and is taken back to his
pharmacy—back to his former life, but forever changed. A
powerful, poetic exploration of language, longing and
dislocation in the human experience, On a Dark Night I
Left My Silent House reveals Handke at his magical best.
[At the] Marymount Manhattan Theatre, the Phoenix
Theatre, twenty-fourth season, T. Edward Hambleton,
managing director, Marilyn S. Miller, executive director,
Daniel Freudenberger, producing director presents 'A
sorrow beyond dreams' by Peter Handke, translated by
Ralph Manheim with Len Cariou ... adapted and directed
by Daniel Freudenberger.
One of the 20th century's enduring works, One Hundred
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Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and acclaimed
novel known throughout the world, and the ultimate
achievement in a Nobel Prize–winning career. The novel
tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of
Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. It is a
rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the
tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous,
beautiful, and tawdry story of the Buendía family, one
sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth,
and decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America.
Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty,
youth and senility -- the variety of life, the endlessness of
death, the search for peace and truth -- these universal
themes dominate the novel. Whether he is describing an
affair of passion or the voracity of capitalism and the
corruption of government, Gabriel García Márquez
always writes with the simplicity, ease, and purity that
are the mark of a master. Alternately reverential and
comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the
political, personal, and spiritual to bring a new
consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of
languages, this stunning work is no less than an
accounting of the history of the human race.
A Sorrow Beyond DreamsPushkin Press
A collection of six plays by Nobel Prize winner Peter
Handke, spanning the early years of the Austrian
playwright's career The first full-length play The Ride
Across Lake Constance, is one of Handke's best-known
works. It deals directly with one of Handke's favorite
themes: the realities of theater itself, independent of the
offstage world, and the way language (dialogue) and
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objects (props) operate in the skewed world of the stage.
Therein it anticipates They Are Dying Out, the second fulllength play in this volume. In some ways more
conventional than many of Handke's plays, They Are
Dying Out presents one of his most fascinating
protagonists, Quitt, a businessman who first induces a
group of colleagues to set up a monopoly and then
torpedoes the scheme. The four short plays that round
out the book--Prophecy, Calling for Help, Quodlibet, and
My Foot My Tutor--were written before The Ride Across
Lake Constance and show Handke moving from the
experimental mode of his early work toward the richness
and complexity that have marked him as the most
important dramatist since Becket. Together, Handke's
plays bear witness to the truth of Richard Gilman's
observation that "in Handke's theater, language,
exposed, assaulted, wrestled with, driven to limits, and
pursued still further, begins to take on, like the color
returning to the cheeks of a nearly hanged man, the
signs of a strange and unexpected resurrection."

Essays by an Austrian writer which magnify routine
events. One is on snow in Japan as it falls and
melts, another is on a shoe shine man in the
Balkans, a third is on tidal waters, flowing and
receding on the coast of Spain.
By Nobel Prize Winner Peter Handke Short Letter,
Long Farewell is one the most inventive and
exhilarating of the great Peter Handke’s novels. Full
of seedy noir atmospherics and boasting an air of
generalized delirium, the book starts by introducing
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us to a nameless young German who has just
arrived in America, where he hopes to get over the
collapse of his marriage. No sooner has he arrived,
however, than he discovers that his ex-wife is
pursuing him. He flees, she follows, and soon the
couple is running circles around each other across
the length of America—from Philadelphia to St. Louis
to the Arizona desert, and from Portland, Oregon, to
L.A. Is it love or vengeance that they want from each
other? Everything’s spectacularly unclear in a book
that is travelogue, suspense story, domestic
comedy, and Western showdown, with a totally
unexpected Hollywood twist at the end. Above all,
Short Letter, Long Farewell is a love letter to
America, its landscapes and popular culture, the
invitation and the threat of its newness and wildness
and emptiness, with the promise of a new life—or the
corpse of an old one—lying just around the corner.
"My mother has been dead for almost seven weeks:
I had better go to work before the need to write
about her, which I felt so strongly at her funeral, dies
away and I fall back into the dull speechlessness
with which I reacted to the nerves of her suicide." So
begins Peter Handke's extraordinary confrontation
with his mother's death. In a painful and courageous
attempt to deal with the almost intolerable horror of
her suicide, he sets out to piece together the facts of
her life, as he perceives them. What emerges is a
loving portrait of inconsolable grief, a woman whose
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lively spirit has been crushed not once but over and
over again by the miseries of her place and time. Yet
well into middle age, living in the Austrian village of
her birth, she still remains haunted by her dreams.
"My mother has been dead for almost seven weeks:
I had better get to work before the need to write
about her, which I felt so strongly at her funeral, dies
away ..." So begins Peter Handke's extraordinary
confrontation with his mother's death. In a painful
and courageous attempt to deal with the horror of
her suicide, he sets out to piece together the facts of
her life. What emerges is a loving portrait of
inconsolable grief, a woman whose lively spirit has
been crushed by the miseries of her place and time.
A young woman faces loneliness and alienation on a
journey to find her own life outside of being a wife
and mother in Nobel Prize-winning author Peter
Handke’s The Left-Handed Woman. One evening,
when Marianne and her husband, Bruno, are dining
out together to celebrate his return from a business
trip, Marianne listens to him speak and realizes
suddenly yet finally that Bruno will leave her.
Whether at that moment, or in years to come, she
will be deserted. And instinctively Marianne knows
she must fend for herself and her young son now,
before that time comes. She sends Bruno away and
settles down to a life alone, at first experiencing
moments of panic, restlessly wandering in rooms
grown stifling. The stillness of the house wears her
Page 11/21

Download Free A Sorrow Beyond Dreams
down, and she starts taking long walks, or visiting
with her close friend, Franziska. Gradually, what
began as a selfish escape from the prospects of the
future becomes in fact liberation. The environment
she'd always hated--a no man's land of identical
houses, with all curtains drawn--recedes; her
relationships with those dear to her become less
threatening, less necessary; and Marianne finds a
new pattern for her life and the strength to go on
alone.
From extensive research, including a remarkable
interview with the unrepentant chief of Hitler’s
Women’s Bureau, this book traces the roles played
by women – as followers, victims and resisters – in
the rise of Nazism. Originally publishing in 1987, it is
an important contribution to the understanding of
women’s status, culpability, resistance and
victimisation at all levels of German society, and a
record of astonishing ironies and paradoxical
morality, of compromise and courage, of submission
and survival.
By placing emerging artists in their political and
social contexts, this book attempts to confront the
activist scene that has arisen in the Russian art
world during the past years. The recent explosion of
protests in Russia is a symptom of a fundamental
change in culture heralded by Vladimir Putin's
second election (2007). While much of what is
emerging is too new to be completely understood,
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this volume seeks to bring to light the important work
of Russian artists today and to explicate the political
environment that has given rise to such work. PostPost-Soviet features both criticism by writers and
scholars, as well as dialogues with artists which are
preceded with an extensive timeline of artistic and
sociopolitical context.
A collection of three superb essays from a renowned
prose stylist attempts to explore how language can
work its magic on us, as the author meditates on
subjects ranging from his Austrian boyhood to the
music of the Beatles.
“A brilliant study of the wages of mortal love.” —The
New York Times Book Review What does it mean to
be a success? To be a good parent? To live a
meaningful life? Emily Rapp thought she knew the
answers when she was pregnant with her first child.
But everything changed when nine-month-old Ronan
was diagnosed with Tay-Sachs disease, a rare and
always-fatal degenerative disorder. He was not
expected to live beyond the age of three. Rapp and
her husband were forced to re-evaluate everything
they thought they knew about parenting and to learn
to parent without a future. Even before the book’s
publication, Rapp set the Internet ablaze with her
New York Times op-ed piece about parenting a
terminally ill child. An immediate bestseller, The Still
Point of the Turning World is Rapp’s memorial to
her lost son and an inspiring and exquisitely moving
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reminder to love and live in the moment.
A great writer's sweeping story of men and women
struggling to reclaim their lives in the aftermath of
world conflict The Great Fire is Shirley Hazzard's first
novel since The Transit of Venus, which won the
National Book Critics Circle Award in 1981. The
conflagration of her title is the Second World War. In
war-torn Asia and stricken Europe, men and women,
still young but veterans of harsh experience, must
reinvent their lives and expectations, and learn, from
their past, to dream again. Some will fulfill their
destinies, others will falter. At the center of the story,
Aldred Leith, a brave and brilliant soldier, finds that
survival and worldly achievement are not enough.
Helen Driscoll, a young girl living in occupied Japan
and tending her dying brother, falls in love, and in
the process discovers herself. In the looming
shadow of world enmities resumed, and of Asia's
coming centrality in world affairs, a man and a
woman seek to recover self-reliance, balance, and
tenderness, struggling to reclaim their humanity. The
Great Fire is the winner of the 2003 National Book
Award for Fiction.
A fragmented, lyrical essay on memory, identity,
mourning, and the mother. Writing is how I attempt
to repair myself, stitching back former selves,
sentences. When I am brave enough I am never
brave enough I unravel the tapestry of my life, my
childhood. —from Book of Mutter Composed over
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thirteen years, Kate Zambreno's Book of Mutter is a
tender and disquieting meditation on the ability of
writing, photography, and memory to embrace
shadows while in the throes—and dead calm—of grief.
Book of Mutter is both primal and sculpted, shaped
by the author's searching, indexical impulse to
inventory family apocrypha in the wake of her
mother's death. The text spirals out into a fractured
anatomy of melancholy that includes critical
reflections on the likes of Roland Barthes, Louise
Bourgeois, Henry Darger, Theresa Hak Kyung Cha,
Peter Handke, and others. Zambreno has modeled
the book's formless form on Bourgeois's Cells
sculptures—at once channeling the volatility of
autobiography, pain, and childhood, yet hemmed by
a solemn sense of entering ritualistic or sacred
space. Neither memoir, essay, nor poetry, Book of
Mutter is an uncategorizable text that draws upon a
repertoire of genres to write into and against silence.
It is a haunted text, an accumulative archive of myth
and memory that seeks its own undoing, driven by
crossed desires to resurrect and exorcise the past.
Zambreno weaves a complex web of associations,
relics, and references, elevating the prosaic
scrapbook into a strange and intimate
postmortem/postmodern theater.
"Those who gravitate to the regions where fiction,
poetry, imaginative flights and speculative fancy
converge constitute Handke's natural audience." Page 15/21
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Publishers Weekly Nobel Prize winner Peter
Handke's novel Across tells the story of a quiet,
organized classics teacher named Andreas Loser.
One night, on the way to his regularly scheduled
card game, he passes a tree that has been defaced
by a swastika. Impulsively yet deliberately, he tracks
down the defacer and kills him. With this act, Loser
has crossed an invisible threshold, and will be stuck
in this secular purgatory until he can confess his
crime.
An Austrian writer looks back on his failed
relationships, from his tenuous connection to his son
to an abortive love affair with a onetime Miss
Yugoslavia, struggling to do justice to their
complexity in his next novel.
The first of Nobel Prize winner Peter Handke's
novels to be published in English, The Goalie's
Anxiety at the Penalty Kick is a true modern classic
that "portrays the...breakdown of a murderer in ways
that recall Camus's The Stranger" (The New York
Times). The self-destruction of a soccer goalie
turned construction worker who wanders aimlessly
around a stifling Austrian border town after pursuing
and then murdering, almost unthinkingly, a female
movie cashier is mirrored by Handke's use of direct,
sometimes fractured prose that conveys "at its best a
seamless blend of lyricism and horror seen in the
runes of a disintegrating world" (Boston Sunday
Globe).
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A “challenging and rewarding novel”* from Nobel
Prize-winning author Peter Handke. The time is an
unspecified modernity, the place possibly Europe.
Absence follows four nameless people -- the old
man, the woman, the soldier, and the gambler -- as
they journey to a desolate wasteland beyond the
limits of an unnamed city. “In this smoothly written
fable, Handke forcefully summons readers to the
recognition that the essence of human life lies in the
striving for self-expression even though its perfect
realization must always remain elusive.”—*Publishers
Weekly "A remarkably abstract book even for the
very abstract Handke... Slippery but engrossing
work, silkily translated." - Kirkus Reviews
An odyssey through the mind and memory of a
washed-up writer, from one of Europe’s most
provocative novelists Mysteriously summoned to a
houseboat on the Morava River, a few friends,
associates, and collaborators of an old writer listen
as he tells a story that will last until dawn: the tale of
the once well-known writer’s recent odyssey across
Europe. As his story unfolds, it visits places that
represent stages of the narrator’s and the
continent’s past, many now lost or irrecoverably
changed through war, death, and the subtler
erosions of time. His wanderings take him from the
Balkans to Spain, Germany, and Austria, from a
congress of experts on noise sickness to a
clandestine international gathering of jew’s-harp
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virtuosos. His story and its telling are haunted by a
beautiful stranger, a woman who has a preternatural
hold over the writer and appears sometimes as a
demon, sometimes as the longed-for destination of
his travels. Powerfully alive, honest, and at times
deliciously satirical, The Moravian Night explores the
mind and memory of an aging writer, tracking the
anxieties, angers, fears, and pleasures of a life
inseparable from the recent history of Central
Europe. In crystalline prose, Peter Handke traces
and interrogates his own thoughts and perceptions
while endowing the world with a mythic dimension.
As Jeffrey Eugenides writes, “Handke’s sharp eye
is always finding a strange beauty amid this
colorless world.” The Moravian Night is at once an
elegy for the lost and forgotten and a novel of selfexamination and uneasy discovery, from one of
world literature’s great voices.
Master storyteller Walter Wangerin Jr. shares the
story of the Bible from beginning to end as you've
never read it before, retold with exciting detail and
passionate energy. “. . . a feat of imagination and
faith.” —Philip Yancey, award-winning author The
Book of God reads like a novel, dramatizing the
sweep of biblical events, bringing to life the men and
women of this ancient book in vivid detail and
dialogue. From Abraham wandering in the desert to
Jesus teaching the multitudes on a Judean hillside,
this award-winning bestseller follows the biblical
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story in chronological order. Priests and kings,
apostles and prophets, common folk and charismatic
leaders—individual stories offer glimpses into an
unfolding revelation that reaches across the
centuries to touch us today.
"On the day of the Great Fall he left nothing, nothing
at all behind." The latest work by Peter Handke, one
of our greatest living writers, chronicles a day in life
of an aging actor as he makes his way on foot from
the outskirts of a great metropolis into its center. He
is scheduled to receive a prestigious award that
evening from the country's president, and the
following day he is supposed to start shooting for a
film--perhaps his last--in which he plays a man who
runs amok. While passing through a forest, he
encounters the outcasts of the society--homeless
people and migrants--but he keeps trudging along,
traversing a suburb whose inhabitants are locked in
petty but mortal conflicts, crossing a seemingly
unbridgeable superhighway, and wandering into an
abandoned railyard, where police, unused to
pedestrians, detain him briefly on suspicion of
terrorism. Things don't improve when he reaches the
heart of the city. There he can't help but see the
alienation characteristic of its residents and the
omnipresent malign influence of electronic
technology. What, then, is the "Great Fall"? What is
this heart-wrenching, humorous, distinctively
attentive narrative trying to tell us? As usual, Peter
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Handke, deeply introspective and powerfully critical
of the world around him, leaves it to the reader to
figure out.
Nobel Prize winner Peter Handke's first full-length
drama, hailed in Europe as "the play of the decade"
and compared in importance to Waiting for Godot
Kaspar is the story of an autistic adolescent who
finds himself at a complete existential loss on the
stage, with but a single sentence to call his own.
Drilled by prompters who use terrifyingly funny
logical and alogical language-sequences, Kaspar
learns to speak "normally" and eventually becomes
creative--"doing his own thing" with words; for this he
is destroyed. In Offending the Audience and SelfAccusation, one-character "speak-ins," Handke
further explores the relationship between public
performance and personal identity, forcing us to
reconsider our sense of who we are and what we
know.
In Nobel Prize-winning author Peter Handke's The
Afternoon of a Writer, a writer, fearful of losing his
abilities and hence his connection with the world,
takes an afternoon walk and has several encounters
that reaffirm his confidence...
A combination of professional notebook and
personal diary that records -- both in short, informal
jottings and through more formal, extended
meditations -- the details of Handke's daily life in
Paris from November 1975 through March 1977.
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Along with references to such mentors as Truffaut,
John Cowper Powys, Robert DeNiro and Goethe,
the journal recounts Handke's passing impressions
of strangers; the deep and delicate nature of his
relationship with his daughter; and a brief hospital
stay which stirs his ever-present fear of death.
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