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"I have a superhero inside my head. I call him Chicken Boy" proclaims our hero. What others
may see as odd "quirks," a child living with autism explains as all a part of his being a
superhero. Told in the first person perspective, Chicken Boy offers a small glimpse into the
mind of one child who wants others to understand they shouldn't fear someone simply because
that person is a little different.
A father and former NFL quarterback shares his family’s experience with autism, as well as
stories from other families who have been in their shoes. In Not My Boy!, NFL star Rodney
Peete offers not only a heartrending, candid look inside his personal journey with his son’s
autism but a first-of-its-kind, inspirational road map that will help families facing similar
challenges to move forward. Effectively woven throughout Peete’s moving account of his life
with his son R.J. are the powerful voices, insights, and dreams of other fathers, high-profile
figures as well as unsung heroes, who’ve traveled this difficult path. Autism affects four times
as many boys as it does girls. For their fathers, expectations and hopes are drastically
changed—as Rodney’s were when his son R.J. was diagnosed at the age of three. After a
period of anger and denial, an all-too-common reaction among fathers, Rodney joined his wife,
Holly, in her efforts to help their son. With determination, love, and understanding, the family
worked with R.J. to help him once again engage with the world. Eight challenging years later,
R.J. has gone from the son one doctor warned would never say “I love you” to a thriving,
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vibrant boy who scored his first soccer goal while his dad cheered from the sidelines. “A
compelling book that will help fathers emotionally deal with the challenge of raising a child with
autism. . . . Rodney’s candid message will encourage anyone.” —Alonzo Mourning, former
NBA player “A must-read for parents—especially dads—who have a child on the autism
spectrum. It’s inspiring, enlightening, and most importantly, truthful.” —Artie Kempner, lead
director for NASCAR/NFL on Fox
Judy Barron chronicles her son's battle with autism, discussing how she and the other
members of the family learned to deal with his outbursts and special challenges.
A Boy Made of Blocks is a funny, heartwarming story of family and love inspired by the author's
own experiences with his son, the perfect latest obsession for fans of The Rosie Project, David
Nicholls and Jojo Moyes. A father who rediscovers love Alex loves his wife Jody, but has
forgotten how to show it. He loves his son Sam, but doesn't understand him. He needs a
reason to grab his future with both hands. A son who shows him how to live Meet eight-yearold Sam: beautiful, surprising - and different. To him the world is a frightening mystery. But as
his imagination comes to life, his family will be changed . . . for good. "One of those wonderful
books that makes you laugh and cry at the same time." Good Housekeeping "Funny, expertly
plotted and written with enormous heart. Readers who enjoyed The Rosie Project will love A
Boy Made of Blocks - I did." Graeme Simsion "Very funny, incredibly poignant and full of
insight. Awesome." Jenny Colgan "'A wonderful, warm, insightful novel about family, friendship
and love." Daily Mail “A charming and timely tale of learning to connect in the digital age.”
Kirkus "This is an author who understands fatherhood and boyhood and everything in between.
A truly beautiful book." Matthew Dicks, author of Memoirs of An Imaginary Friend "A Boy Made
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of Blocks will make you laugh and cry in equal measure; a book you won’t soon forget."
Brenda Janowitz, author of The Dinner Party
This is the inspiring account of a family's struggle to break into their son's autistic world - and
how a beautiful retreiver dog made the real difference. Dale was still a baby when his parents
realised that something wasn't right. Worried, his mother Nuala took him to see several
doctors, before finally hearing the word 'autism' for the first time. Scared but determined that
Dale should live a fulfilling life, Nuala describes her despair at her son's condition, her struggle
to prevent Dale being excluded from a 'normal' education and her sense of hopeless isolation.
Dale's autism was severe and violent and family life was a daily battleground. But the
Gardner's lives were transformed when they welcomed a gorgeous Golden Retriever into the
family. The special bond between Dale and his dog Henry helped them to produce the
breakthrough in Dale they had long sought. From taking a bath to saying 'I love you', Henry
helped introduce Dale to all the normal activities most parents take for granted, and set him on
the road to being the charming and well-adjusted young man he is today. This is a
heartrending and fascinating account of how one devoted and talented dog helped a little boy
conquer his autism.
Describes the daily life, likes and dislikes, and habits of Russell Amenta, who is a happy boy
despite being severely autistic.
A stunning modern-day fairy tale from acclaimed author Anne Ursu Once upon a time, Hazel
and Jack were best friends. But that was before he stopped talking to her and disappeared into
a forest with a mysterious woman made of ice. Now it's up to Hazel to go in after him. Inspired
by Hans Christian Andersen's "The Snow Queen," Breadcrumbs is a story of the struggle to
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hold on, and the things we leave behind.
An unforgettable, unconventional narrative that examines the many ways to be fully human,
told by the first young adult with autism to attend Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. As a
child, Jory Fleming was wracked by uncontrollable tantrums, had no tolerance for people, and
couldn’t manage the outside world. Slightly more than a decade later, he was bound for
England, selected to attend one of the world’s premier universities. How to Be Human
explores life amid a world constructed for neurotypical brains when yours is not. But the
miracle of this book is that instead of dwelling on Jory’s limitations, those who inhabit the
neurotypical world will begin to better understand their own: they will contemplate what
language cannot say, how linear thinking leads to dead ends, and how nefarious emotions can
be, particularly when, in Jory’s words, they are “weaponized.” Through a series of deep,
personal conversations with writer Lyric Winik, Jory makes a compelling case for logical
empathy based on rational thought, asks why we tolerate friends who see us as a means to an
end, and explains why he believes personality is a choice. Most movingly, he discusses how,
after many hardships, he maintains a deep, abiding faith: “With people, I don’t understand
what goes in and what comes out, and how to relate,” he says. “But I can always reconnect
with my relationship with my Creator.” Join Jory and Lyric as they examine what it means to be
human and ultimately how each of us might become a better one. Jory asks us to consider:
Who has value? What is a disability? And how do we correct the imbalances we see in the
world? How to Be Human shows us the ways a beautifully different mind can express the very
best of our shared humanity.
“One of the most remarkable books I’ve ever read. It’s truly moving, eye-opening, incredibly
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vivid.”—Jon Stewart, The Daily Show NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
NPR • The Wall Street Journal • Bloomberg Business • Bookish FINALIST FOR THE BOOKS
FOR A BETTER LIFE FIRST BOOK AWARD • NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER You’ve
never read a book like The Reason I Jump. Written by Naoki Higashida, a very smart, very selfaware, and very charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism, it is a one-of-a-kind memoir that
demonstrates how an autistic mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of us
can imagine. Parents and family members who never thought they could get inside the head of
their autistic loved one at last have a way to break through to the curious, subtle, and complex
life within. Using an alphabet grid to painstakingly construct words, sentences, and thoughts
that he is unable to speak out loud, Naoki answers even the most delicate questions that
people want to know. Questions such as: “Why do people with autism talk so loudly and
weirdly?” “Why do you line up your toy cars and blocks?” “Why don’t you make eye contact
when you’re talking?” and “What’s the reason you jump?” (Naoki’s answer: “When I’m
jumping, it’s as if my feelings are going upward to the sky.”) With disarming honesty and a
generous heart, Naoki shares his unique point of view on not only autism but life itself. His
insights—into the mystery of words, the wonders of laughter, and the elusiveness of
memory—are so startling, so strange, and so powerful that you will never look at the world the
same way again. In his introduction, bestselling novelist David Mitchell writes that Naoki’s
words allowed him to feel, for the first time, as if his own autistic child was explaining what was
happening in his mind. “It is no exaggeration to say that The Reason I Jump allowed me to
round a corner in our relationship.” This translation was a labor of love by David and his wife,
KA Yoshida, so they’d be able to share that feeling with friends, the wider autism community,
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and beyond. Naoki’s book, in its beauty, truthfulness, and simplicity, is a gift to be shared.
Praise for The Reason I Jump “This is an intimate book, one that brings readers right into an
autistic mind.”—Chicago Tribune (Editor’s Choice) “Amazing times a million.”—Whoopi
Goldberg, People “The Reason I Jump is a Rosetta stone. . . . This book takes about ninety
minutes to read, and it will stretch your vision of what it is to be human.”—Andrew Solomon,
The Times (U.K.) “Extraordinary, moving, and jeweled with epiphanies.”—The Boston Globe
“Small but profound . . . [Higashida’s] startling, moving insights offer a rare look inside the
autistic mind.”—Parade
Where is hope when there is no hope? First-time parents Joe and Tahni Cullen were thrust into
the confusing world of autism when their toddler, Josiah, suddenly lost his ability to speak,
play, and socialize. The diagnosis: Autism Spectrum Disorder. In their attempts to see Josiah
recover and regain speech, the Cullens underwent overwhelming physical, emotional, and
financial struggles. While other kids around him improved, Josiah only got worse. Five years
later, Josiah, who had not been formally taught to read or write, suddenly began to type on his
iPad profound paragraphs about God, science, history, business, music, strangers, and
heaven. Josiah’s eye-opening visions, heavenly encounters, and supernatural experiences
forced his family out of their comfort zone and predictable theology, catapulting them into a
mind-blowing love-encounter with Jesus.Find hope in hardship.Catch a fresh glimpse of
heaven.Learn to hear and trust God’s voice.Identify the roles of Father, Son, and Spirit.Be
aware of the workings of angels, and much more!Follow a trail of truth into Josiah’s mysterious
world, and see why his family and friends can no longer stay silent.
Have you wondered what the world is like through the eyes of someone with Autism? Able is a
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boy who has autism, inviting you to visit his unique world. This book explains autism in a
special way, to help people understand more about autism, to embrace differences and to
raise acceptance. This story is to empower kids with autism to believe in themselves and reach
their full potential no matter what challenges they have; encouraging them to be confident in
being who they are- because they are who they're meant to be! "This is me! I am who I'm
meant to be!" will show you the uniqueness and power of autism, while taking you on a journey
of self-acceptance This autism children's book is a great tool. Parents face challenges raising
children with autism, ADHD, oppositional defiant disorder, also challenges in raising an
exceptional child. A family guide to helping the special needs, encouraging kids in being who
you are, discover your child's abilities, build confidence for kids, embracing our difference and
dealing with anxiety and depression. A great autistic book for kids!
In this page-turning odyssey, a mother on a mission travels the globe — from Bedouin camps in
the Middle East to Amish farms in Pennsylvania to camel-herder villages in India — to obtain
camel milk, which dramatically helps her son’s autism symptoms. Chronicling bureaucratic
roadblocks, adventure-filled detours, and Christina Adams’s love-fueled determination, Camel
Crazy explores why camels are cherished as family members and hailed as healers. Adams’s
work uncovers studies of camel milk for possible treatment of autism, allergies, diabetes, and
immune dysfunction, as well as ancient traditions of healing. But the most fascinating aspect of
Adams’s discoveries is the gentle-eyed, mischievous camels themselves. Huge and often
unpredictable, they are amazingly intelligent and adaptable. This moving and rollicking ode to
“camel people” and the creatures they adore reveals the ways camels touch lives around the
world. Includes users’ and buyers’ guides to camel’s milk
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A Real BoyA True Story of Autism, Early Intervention, and RecoveryPenguin
WE ARE ALL DIFFERENT! THAT'S WONDERFUL, SOME DIFFERENCES ARE EASY TO
SEE... A wonderful and uplifting children's book about autism and diversity! This book is the
first step to providing a communicational gateway for your child to learn about their autism in a
positive and nurturing way. Whilst delivering such love and reassurance, your child can enjoy
the stimulating, colourful illustrations with you, and later revisit upon the child's experiences
thereafter.
Kristine Barnett’s son Jacob has an IQ higher than Einstein’s, a photographic memory, and
he taught himself calculus in two weeks. At nine he started working on an original theory in
astrophysics that experts believe may someday put him in line for a Nobel Prize, and at age
twelve he became a paid researcher in quantum physics. But the story of Kristine’s journey
with Jake is all the more remarkable because his extraordinary mind was almost lost to autism.
At age two, when Jake was diagnosed, Kristine was told he might never be able to tie his own
shoes. The Spark is a remarkable memoir of mother and son. Surrounded by “experts” at
home and in special ed who tried to focus on Jake’s most basic skills and curtail his distracting
interests—moving shadows on the wall, stars, plaid patterns on sofa fabric—Jake made no
progress, withdrew more and more into his own world, and eventually stopped talking
completely. Kristine knew in her heart that she had to make a change. Against the advice of
her husband, Michael, and the developmental specialists, Kristine followed her instincts, pulled
Jake out of special ed, and began preparing him for mainstream kindergarten on her own.
Relying on the insights she developed at the daycare center she runs out of the garage in her
home, Kristine resolved to follow Jacob’s “spark”—his passionate interests. Why concentrate
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on what he couldn’t do? Why not focus on what he could? This basic philosophy, along with
her belief in the power of ordinary childhood experiences (softball, picnics, s’mores around the
campfire) and the importance of play, helped Kristine overcome huge odds. The Barnetts were
not wealthy people, and in addition to financial hardship, Kristine herself faced serious health
issues. But through hard work and determination on behalf of Jake and his two younger
brothers, as well as an undying faith in their community, friends, and family, Kristine and
Michael prevailed. The results were beyond anything anyone could have imagined. Dramatic,
inspiring, and transformative, The Spark is about the power of love and courage in the face of
overwhelming obstacles, and the dazzling possibilities that can occur when we learn how to
tap the true potential that lies within every child, and in all of us. Praise for The Spark “[An]
amazing memoir . . . compulsive reading.”—The Washington Post “The Spark is about the
transformative power of unconditional love. If you have a child who’s ‘different’—and who
doesn’t?—you won’t be able to put it down.”—Sylvia Nasar, author of A Beautiful Mind “Love,
illness, faith, tragedy and triumph—it’s all here. . . . Jake Barnett’s story contains wisdom for
every parent.”—Newsday “This eloquent memoir about an extraordinary boy and a resilient and
remarkable mother will be of interest to every parent and/or educator hoping to nurture a
child’s authentic ‘spark.’”—Publishers Weekly “Compelling . . . Jake is unusual, but so is his
superhuman mom.”—Booklist “The Spark describes in glowing terms the profound intensity
with which a mother can love her child.”—Andrew Solomon, author of The Noonday Demon and
Far from the Tree “Every parent and teacher should read this fabulous book!”—Temple
Grandin, author of Thinking in Pictures and co-author of The Autistic Brain
The Growing Up Book for Boys explains the facts behind the growth spurts, body changes and
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mood swings of adolescence for boys aged 9-14 on the autism spectrum. The pre-teen and
teenage years are a confusing time when bodies start acting with a will of their own,
friendships change and crushes start to develop. Using direct literal language and cool colour
illustrations, this book tells boys all they need to know about growing hair in new places,
shaving, wet dreams and unexpected erections. It's full of great advice on what makes a real
friend, how to keep spots away, and how to stay safe online. Most importantly, it explains that
every body is amazing and unique and encourages young boys with autism to celebrate
difference!
Meet Austin, an eighteen-year-old whose body is much more fragile than his spirit. Despite the
painful effects of osteogenesis imperfecta—a rare disease that makes bones brittle and prone to
break—and the challenges of living with autism, Austin is an overcomer who inspires everyone
he meets. The Unbreakable Boy is the raucously tender story of Austin’s joyful embrace of
life’s tragedies and triumphs. In honest, utterly real storytelling, Scott pulls back the curtain of
his life to reveal personal and family struggles, from marital meltdowns to destructive bouts
with addiction. The only thing that keeps Scott buckled into this ride is his growing faith in God
and the conviction that he was chosen as Austin’s dad. With every twist, this father-son saga
breathes hope in to all of us who ever feel overwhelmed, wondering if the end of the rope
we’re clinging to is fraying in our hands. Austin’s life is proof positive that the rope may break,
but we don’t have to.
An eight year old boy with autism who is unable to communicate with humans appears to have
an uncanny ability to communicate with chimpanzees. How the boy, his father, and a
biomedically abused chimp named Albert come together in life-changing ways is the story of
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Like No Other Boy.
The world was too bright for Leo. And too loud. "I must be living on the wrong planet," Leo
thought. Leo struggles to make sense of the world. He doesn't understand the other children in
his class, and they don't seem to understand him. But then one day, Leo meets Maya. Maya is
an octopus, and the more Leo learns about her, the more he thinks that perhaps he isn't alone
in this world, after all. "The sensitive descriptions throughout the book of what it is like to have
autism are accurate and perceptive on so many levels" (Professor Tony Attwood, author of
Asperger's Syndrome: A Guide for Parents and Professionals).
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Small Great Things and the modern
classics My Sister’s Keeper, The Storyteller, and more, comes a “complex, compassionate,
and smart” (The Washington Post) novel about a family torn apart by a murder accusation.
When your son can’t look you in the eye…does that mean he’s guilty? Jacob Hunt is a teen
with Asperger’s syndrome. He’s hopeless at reading social cues or expressing himself well to
others, though he is brilliant in many ways. He has a special focus on one subject—forensic
analysis. A police scanner in his room clues him in to crime scenes, and he’s always showing
up and telling the cops what to do. And he’s usually right. But when Jacob’s small hometown
is rocked by a terrible murder, law enforcement comes to him. Jacob’s behaviors are hallmark
Asperger’s, but they look a lot like guilt to the local police. Suddenly the Hunt family, who only
want to fit in, are thrust directly in the spotlight. For Jacob’s mother, it’s a brutal reminder of
the intolerance and misunderstanding that always threaten her family. For his brother, it’s
another indication why nothing is normal because of Jacob. And for the frightened small town,
the soul-searing question looms: Did Jacob commit murder? House Rules is “a provocative
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story in which [Picoult] explores the pain of trying to comprehend the people we love—and
reminds us that the truth often travels in disguise” (People).
The first book in a funny, heartfelt, and irresistible young middle grade series starring an
unforgettable young boy on the autism spectrum, from acclaimed author Elana K. Arnold and
with illustrations by Charles Santoso. For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed Bat), life tends to
be full of surprises—some of them good, some not so good. Today, though, is a good-surprise
day. Bat’s mom, a veterinarian, has brought home a baby skunk, which she needs to take
care of until she can hand him over to a wild-animal shelter. But the minute Bat meets the kit,
he knows they belong together. And he’s got one month to show his mom that a baby skunk
might just make a pretty terrific pet. "This sweet and thoughtful novel chronicles Bat’s
experiences and challenges at school with friends and teachers and at home with his sister
and divorced parents. Approachable for younger or reluctant readers while still delivering a
powerful and thoughtful story" (from the review by Brightly.com, which named A Boy Called Bat
a best book of 2017).
In DSM-5, published in 2013, the classification of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) was
created, subsuming several diagnoses and representing a significant evolution from its first
appearance in the DSM-III three decades earlier. Autism Spectrum Disorders reflects this
evolution, offering clinicians and families a succinct, definitive, and up-to-date guide to current
research in the field and its impact on assessment and treatment. The book begins with the
epidemiology of ASDs, which have increased in prevalence, and explores genetic heritability
and environmental risk factors. It then explains the roles of the psychiatrist, neurologist and
pediatrician in assessing the patient, examines assessment tools and processes, and
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describes the latest advances in a variety of treatments and interventions. The text's focus is
on educating and empowering families and health care providers to determine whether
appropriate genetic testing and counseling have been undertaken, whether the individual has
had the relevant assessment, and whether skilled behavioral treatment and additional medical
assessment or treatment are required. Specifically, the text: * Reviews existing prevalence
estimates for ASDs since 2000 and discusses methodological factors impacting the estimation
of prevalence and the interpretation of changes in prevalence estimates over time.* Evaluates
genomic and epigenomic research over the last decade in the context of translating findings to
practice, in terms of testing (e.g., copy number variants and whole-exome sequencing) and
counseling.* Examines the role of environmental toxicity in immune dysregulation, which has
now been noted among individuals with ASD and their family members by numerous studies. *
Reviews medical and cognitive assessments that may be needed.* Reviews targeted
treatments that have the potential to reverse neurobiological abnormalities in ASD* Reviews
behavioral treatments that are effective in promoting development and improving behavior.*
Describes the Developmental, Individual Difference, Relationship-based (DIR) model, a
comprehensive developmental theory with relevance across the lifespan, which targets the
core deficits of ASD identified in DSM-5.* Provides an overview of school-based interventions
for students with autism, exploring the rationale for conducting school-based research and
examining existing teacher-, paraprofessional-, and peer-mediated interventions school-based
interventions.* Explores other approaches to ASDs, such as complementary and integrative
approaches and non-invasive brain stimulation technologies, including transcranial magnetic
stimulation. The push for early screening is resulting in earlier diagnosis of ASDs and the
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provision of evidence-based interventions that have a positive impact on outcomes. Autism
Spectrum Disorders provides a bench-to-bedside guide that is essential reading for health care
providers and families facing the challenges inherent in these complex disorders.
At age 2 1/2 Maverick was diagnosed as an autistic crisis case by the State of Florida. We
were warned if we didn't get his extreme negative behaviors under control, he would likely be
institutionalized by the age of eight or nine. Flash forward 19 years: Maverick is now a junior in
college living independently in an off campus apartment with three neuro-typical friends. He
graduated from a private college prep high school with a real degree not a certificate. He drives
a car he purchased with money he earned from summer and part time jobs. Maverick has
earned a black belt in karate, independently manages his own bank account/bills and finances.
He independently sets his own full time class schedule, completes assignments and maintains
a very active neuro-typical college social life. To our delight, Maverick even occasionally
makes the Dean's List. Best of all, Maverick is in a word, "happy." If you met my son now, you
would never believe he was once diagnosed on the autistic spectrum. He is living the future we
didn't dare dream was possible of all those years ago.We knew nothing about autism and even
less about autism recovery when Maverick was diagnosed, but we learned a lot and included
all the things no one tells you about in this book. We did not have a lot of money for expensive
early intervention therapies, so we got creative and learned how to acquire them cheap and
supplement them with at home therapies. Those strategies and tips are also given within the
pages of this book. We did things different than most families dealing with autism and we were
blessed enough to get miraculous results. This is the book we wish had been available when
Maverick was first diagnosed. If we knew then what was possible, what his life would be like
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now, we wouldn't have been so scared of the autism label. We published Maverick's journey
out of autism "Holland" in hopes it will help other families reap similar rewards. What one man
can do, another can do.
A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with autism who sets out to
solve the murder of a neighbor's dog and discovers unexpected truths about himself and the
world. Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and
every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of
human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This
improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood
dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent
years.
Marcelo Sandoval, a seventeen-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic
spectrum, faces new challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to work for his
father in the mailroom of a corporate law firm.
With the rate of autism increasing over recent years, interest has peaked in learning ways to
share and express the positive things that autistic children can do. This book is a way to share
one little boy's thoughts about what he can do, not what he can't do, and provide little readers
an opportunity to share what they can do too. He knows he is different than many of his
playmates, however when True shares his thoughts with his grandma about what he can do,
he discovers that he really isn't that different at all. He can do so many things that others can
do!
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Now an award winning motion picture! Imagine being trapped inside a Disney movie and
having to learn about life mostly from animated characters dancing across a screen of color. A
fantasy? A nightmare? This is the real-life story of Owen Suskind, the son of the Pulitzer Prizewinning journalist Ron Suskind and his wife, Cornelia. An autistic boy who couldn't speak for
years, Owen memorized dozens of Disney movies, turned them into a language to express
love and loss, kinship, brotherhood.The family was forced to become animated characters,
communicating with him in Disney dialogue and song; until they all emerge, together, revealing
how, in darkness, we all literally need stories to survive. This edition has been updated with
additional material from the Suskind family.
New York Times Editor's Choice People Magazine Pick of the Week A Washington Post
Notable Book of 2015 Library Journal Top Ten Books of 2015 BookPage Top Five Books of
2015 "Raw and beautiful. . . . What rises and shines from the page is Todd Aaron, a hero of
such singular character and clear spirit that you will follow him anywhere. You won’t just root
for him, you will fight and push and pray for him to wrest control of his future. You will read this
book in one sitting or maybe two, and, I promise, you will miss this man deeply when you are
done.”—Ann Bauer, Washington Post Sent to a “therapeutic community” for autism at the age
of eleven, Todd Aaron, now in his fifties, is the “Old Fox” of Payton LivingCenter. A joyous
man who rereads the encyclopedia compulsively, he is unnerved by the sudden arrivals of a
menacing new staffer and a disruptive, brain-injured roommate. His equilibrium is further
worsened by Martine, a one-eyed new resident who has romantic intentions and convinces him
to go off his meds to feel “normal” again. Undone by these pressures, Todd attempts an
escape to return “home” to his younger brother and to a childhood that now inhabits only his
Page 16/23

Download File PDF A Real Boy How Autism Shattered Our Lives And Made
A Family From The Pieces
dreams. Written astonishingly in the first-person voice of an autistic, adult man, Best Boy—with
its unforgettable portraits of Todd’s beloved mother, whose sweet voice still sings from the
grave, and a staffer named Raykene, who says that Todd “reflects the beauty of His
creation”—is a piercing, achingly funny, finally shattering novel no reader can ever forget.
Armond doesn’t want to go to Felicia’s birthday party. Parties are noisy, disorganized, and
smelly—all things that are hard for a kid with Asperger’s. Worst of all is socializing with other
kids. But with the support of Felicia and her mom, good friends who know how to help him, he
not only gets through the party, but also has fun. When his mom picks him up, Armond admits
the party was not easy, but he feels good that he faced the challenge—and that he’s a good
friend. A great book for anyone to learn about coping with autism or Asperger’s.
A mother offers a touching, true account of how a rescue cat named Billy transformed her
autistic boy's life. Original.
National Book Award Longlist * Bank Street Children's Book Committee Best Book of the Year
"Beautifully written and elegantly structured, this fantasy is as real as it gets."—Franny
Billingsley, author of Chime The Real Boy, Anne Ursu's follow-up to her widely acclaimed and
beloved middle grade fantasy Breadcrumbs, is a spellbinding tale of the power we all wield,
great and small. On an island on the edge of an immense sea there is a city, a forest, and a
boy named Oscar. Oscar is a shop boy for the most powerful magician in the village, and
spends his days in a small room in the dark cellar of his master's shop grinding herbs and
dreaming of the wizards who once lived on the island generations ago. Oscar's world is small,
but he likes it that way. The real world is vast, strange, and unpredictable. And Oscar does not
quite fit in it. But now that world is changing. Children in the city are falling ill, and something
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sinister lurks in the forest. Oscar has long been content to stay in his small room in the cellar,
comforted in the knowledge that the magic that flows from the forest will keep his island safe.
Now even magic may not be enough to save it.
A boy describes his friendship with Matt, whose autism spectrum disorder causes him to
behave strangely at times, and how he make things easier for Matt at school and in their
neighborhood.
"This book is a message from autistic people to their parents, friends, teachers, coworkers and
doctors showing what life is like on the spectrum. It's also my love letter to autistic people. For
too long, we have been forced to navigate a world where all the road signs are written in
another language." With a reporter's eye and an insider's perspective, Eric Garcia shows what
it's like to be autistic across America. Garcia began writing about autism because he was
frustrated by the media's coverage of it; the myths that the disorder is caused by vaccines, the
narrow portrayals of autistic people as white men working in Silicon Valley. His own life as an
autistic person didn't look anything like that. He is Latino, a graduate of the University of North
Carolina, and works as a journalist covering politics in Washington D.C. Garcia realized he
needed to put into writing what so many autistic people have been saying for years; autism is a
part of their identity, they don't need to be fixed. In We're Not Broken, Garcia uses his own life
as a springboard to discuss the social and policy gaps that exist in supporting those on the
spectrum. From education to healthcare, he explores how autistic people wrestle with systems
that were not built with them in mind. At the same time, he shares the experiences of all types
of autistic people, from those with higher support needs, to autistic people of color, to those in
the LGBTQ community. In doing so, Garcia gives his community a platform to articulate their
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own needs, rather than having others speak for them, which has been the standard for far too
long.
David is eleven years old. He's a happy, healthy and affectionate boy who loves school, Disney
songs and climbing trees. But he's also profoundly autistic. David can only speak a few words
and is barely capable of expressing his most basic needs. He's oblivious to danger; blind to
other people's emotions and deaf to their pleas. A REAL BOY is David's story. With raw
honesty Christopher and Nicola Stevens lay bare their experiences, which are harrowing,
humorous and inspirational.
A mother describes how she devised an innovative combination of a special diet and one-onone tutoring with speech therapists and behavioral psychologists to help her young son
overcome the devastating effects of autism to experience a full life. Original.
We feel like parents in a fairytale turned to stone by a curse and condemned to stand like
statues with our hearts thudding in our chests as our son plays wild games, all alone in the
palace. He sees us he knows us, he expects us always to be in our right places - but he has no
idea that we are human too. David is eleven years old. He is happy, healthy and affectionate.
He loves school, climbing trees and Disney songs. But he's also profoundly autistic.Imagine
being, like David, unable to speak more than a few words and unable to express your most
basic needs. He is oblivious to danger and blind to other people's emotions, including the pleas
of his parents. He is unaware of the chaos that he creates and is completely unmoved by the
heartbreak that he causes. This extraordinarily moving account describes the heartbreak, and
the unexpected joy, of autism. With raw honesty, Christopher and Nicola Stevens lay bare their
experiences, which are by turns harrowing, hilarious, and inspirational.Autism is often depicted
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as a lonely affliction but, as David's story unfolds, his parents reveal how the condition has
given them an unbreakable togetherness; an insight into prejudice, as well as kindness; an
understanding of life without words or language; and an intense appreciation of their children.
Caring for David is an all-consuming experience...and through it they have learned, most of all,
the meaning of unconditional love.
Even on your worst day, you may become someone else’s best hope. When Pastor Craig and
Samantha Johnson moved to Houston to take a position at Lakewood Church, they thought
they had it made. Two kids, a great job, a beautiful home, and a solid plan for the future. Their
dream, however, was interrupted by the unplanned arrival of a third child, Connor. Connor
grew to become a normal, healthy toddler. When he turned two, however, something changed.
He stopped talking, displayed behavioral problems, and was no longer the cheerful, engaged
little boy they had known. No one seemed to have answers until the official diagnosis was
handed down—autism. Faced with seemingly insurmountable odds—a child who could not speak
or respond with emotion—the Johnsons were filled with unanswered questions and deep
sorrow. God quietly spoke to Craig’s heart, telling him Connor’s story would one day touch
the lives of thousands of people around the globe. Craig and Samantha held that unlikely
promise in their hearts during the years ahead. They accepted the diagnosis, but refused to
believe their story was over. God was not finished with the Johnson family. The Johnsons
resolved to love their son with everything they had, no matter what. While Samantha watched
over Connor’s daily needs, Craig began to search the Scriptures for promises from God, Bible
verses they could all cling to. They made sure Connor did not miss Pastor Joel Osteen’s
Sunday morning services and, over time, Craig and Samantha developed a long list of positive
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verses designed to instill a daily dose of faith, hope, and love into their family. Then, one day, a
miracle occurred. Connor spoke. Instantly flooded with a variety of emotions, the Johnsons
rejoiced. Their boy could talk. And not only talk but perform a perfect recitation of Pastor Joel
Osteen’s opening affirmation: “This is my Bible, I am what it says I am . . .” Today Connor is a
vibrant young man, and his family’s faith-filled response to his diagnosis has launched a
worldwide wave of support and attention for special needs children of all stripes. Connor’s life
has truly touched the world. Written with transparency and humor, Champion will inspire those
in the middle of an unexpected trial to rise up and become someone’s champion.
Finalist for the 2017 Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction An extraordinary narrative history of
autism: the riveting story of parents fighting for their children ’s civil rights; of doctors struggling
to define autism; of ingenuity, self-advocacy, and profound social change. Nearly seventy-five
years ago, Donald Triplett of Forest, Mississippi, became the first child diagnosed with autism.
Beginning with his family’s odyssey, In a Different Key tells the extraordinary story of this often
misunderstood condition, and of the civil rights battles waged by the families of those who have
it. Unfolding over decades, it is a beautifully rendered history of ordinary people determined to
secure a place in the world for those with autism—by liberating children from dank institutions,
campaigning for their right to go to school, challenging expert opinion on what it means to have
autism, and persuading society to accept those who are different. It is the story of women like
Ruth Sullivan, who rebelled against a medical establishment that blamed cold and rejecting
“refrigerator mothers” for causing autism; and of fathers who pushed scientists to dig harder
for treatments. Many others played starring roles too: doctors like Leo Kanner, who pioneered
our understanding of autism; lawyers like Tom Gilhool, who took the families’ battle for
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education to the courtroom; scientists who sparred over how to treat autism; and those with
autism, like Temple Grandin, Alex Plank, and Ari Ne’eman, who explained their inner worlds
and championed the philosophy of neurodiversity. This is also a story of fierce
controversies—from the question of whether there is truly an autism “epidemic,” and whether
vaccines played a part in it; to scandals involving “facilitated communication,” one of many
treatments that have proved to be blind alleys; to stark disagreements about whether scientists
should pursue a cure for autism. There are dark turns too: we learn about experimenters
feeding LSD to children with autism, or shocking them with electricity to change their behavior;
and the authors reveal compelling evidence that Hans Asperger, discoverer of the syndrome
named after him, participated in the Nazi program that consigned disabled children to death.
By turns intimate and panoramic, In a Different Key takes us on a journey from an era when
families were shamed and children were condemned to institutions to one in which a cadre of
people with autism push not simply for inclusion, but for a new understanding of autism: as
difference rather than disability.
A Book about a Boy with Austism Story of a young boy with autism, and how he, and his family
carry out their day to day life.
An International Bestseller, the Story behind Henry Markram’s Breakthrough Theory about
Autism, and How a Family’s Unconditional Love Led to a Scientific Paradigm Shift Henry
Markram is the Elon Musk of neuroscience, the man behind the billion-dollar Blue Brain Project
to build a supercomputer model of the brain. He has set the goal of decoding all disturbances
of the mind within a generation. This quest is personal for him. The driving force behind his
grand ambition has been his son Kai, who has autism. Raising Kai made Henry Markram
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question all that he thought he knew about neuroscience, and then inspired his groundbreaking
research that would upend the conventional wisdom about autism, expressed in his nowfamous theory of Intense World Syndrome. When Kai was first diagnosed, his father consulted
studies and experts. He knew as much about the human brain as almost anyone but still felt as
helpless as any parent confronted with this condition in his child. What’s more, the scientific
consensus that autism was a deficit of empathy didn’t mesh with Markram’s experience of his
son. He became convinced that the disorder, which has seen a 657 percent increase in
diagnoses over the past decade, was fundamentally misunderstood. Bringing his world-class
research to bear on the problem, he devised a radical new theory of the disorder: People like
Kai don’t feel too little; they feel too much. Their senses are too delicate for this world.
Tom notices that his body is changing. Tom's voice is different and hair is growing in new
places. There are other changes happening too. Tom learns that he has started growing into a
man. Following Tom as he begins to notice changes to his body, this simple resource helps
parents and carers teach boys with autism or other special needs about puberty. It covers all
the changes that they will experience, both emotional such as new feelings and physical such
as wet dreams. This fully illustrated positive and entertaining book provides the perfect
opportunity to talk about puberty with boys and young men with autism or special needs.
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