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A Perfectly Good Family Lionel Shriver
SIXTEEN LITERARY LUMINARIES ON THE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT OF BEING
CHILDLESS BY CHOICE, COLLECTED IN ONE FASCINATING ANTHOLOGY One of
the main topics of cultural conversation during the last decade was the supposed
"fertility crisis," and whether modern women could figure out a way to have it all-a
successful, demanding career and the required 2.3 children-before their biological clock
stopped ticking. Now, however, conversation has turned to whether it's necessary to
have it all (see Anne-Marie Slaughter) or, perhaps more controversial, whether children
are really a requirement for a fulfilling life. The idea that some women and men prefer
not to have children is often met with sharp criticism and incredulity by the public and
mainstream media. In this provocative and controversial collection of essays, curated
by writer Meghan Daum, sixteen acclaimed writers explain why they have chosen to
eschew parenthood. Contributors include Lionel Shriver, Sigrid Nunez, Kate
Christiensen, Elliott Holt, Geoff Dyer, and Tim Kreider, among others, who will give a
unique perspective on the overwhelming cultural pressure of parenthood. Selfish,
Shallow, and Self-Absorbed makes a thoughtful and passionate case for why
parenthood is not the only path in life, taking our parent-centric, kid-fixated, baby-bump-
patrolling culture to task in the process. What emerges is a more nuanced, diverse view
of what it means to live a full, satisfying life.
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“A story of money, family, who you can trust, and the extremes to which one will go for
blood. I couldn’t put it down.” —Lisa Ling, host of CNN’s This Is Life Keep your family
close and your enemies closer. Beth is the darling of God Halsa, a pharmaceutical
giant, and she’s got the outrageous salary and lifestyle to prove it. Until she lands in
white-collar women’s prison, thanks to a high-profile whistleblower suit. Sam, Beth’s
husband, used to be the town’s most eligible bachelor, and he’s never had to do
anything for himself. Until his wife goes to jail, and he’s left to raise two daughters on
his own. Lise, the au pair, is the whistleblower. But is she? Everyone knows she’s not
clever enough to have done it alone. Hannah, Sam’s sister, is devoted to her family.
There’s nothing she wouldn’t do for them. Eva, Beth’s sister, is the smart one. (Read:
not the pretty one.) Her life seems perfect on the surface, but sibling rivalry runs deep.
Martin, Beth’s brother, is the firstborn, the former golden boy turned inside-the Beltway
businessman. But what is he hiding? Someone knows something. Someone betrayed
Beth. This is the story of the Min-Lindstroms. This is the story of the all-American family
as it implodes under the weight of secrets, lies and the unchecked desire for wealth and
power. A.H. Kim is an immigrant, graduate of Harvard College and Berkeley Law,
lawyer, and mother of two sons. She lives in San Francisco with her husband. A Good
Family is her first novel.
A Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small town and a boy
who runs. Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak
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accident hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and
uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run away, but run. This is where
the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided small
town with his amazing and legendary feats.
Eleanor Merritt, a do-gooding American family-planning worker, was drawn to Kenya to
improve the lot of the poor. Unnervingly, she finds herself falling in love with the
beguiling Calvin Piper despite, or perhaps because of, his misanthropic theories about
population control and the future of the human race. Surely, Calvin whispers
seductively in Eleanor's ear, if the poor are a responsibility they are also an imposition.
Set against the vivid backdrop of shambolic modern-day Africa—a continent now
primarily populated with wildlife of the two-legged sort—Lionel Shriver's Game Control is
a wry, grimly comic tale of bad ideas and good intentions. With a deft, droll touch,
Shriver highlights the hypocrisy of lofty intellectuals who would "save" humanity but who
don't like people.
Following the success of 'We Need to Talk About Kevin' and 'The Post-Birthday World',
'Game Control' is coming back into print after being unavailable for years.
'The best thriller I've ever read.' Philip Pullman Kolymsky Heights. A Siberian
permafrost hell lost in endless night, the perfect setting for an underground Russian
research station. It's a place so secret it doesn't officially exist; once there, the scientists
are forbidden to leave. But one scientist is desperate to get a message to the outside

Page 3/24



Read Online A Perfectly Good Family Lionel Shriver

world. So desperate, he sends a plea across the wildness to the West in order to
summon the one man alive capable of achieving the impossible... 'Excellent...
Kolymsky Heights is up there with The Silence of the Lambs, Casino Royale and
Smiley's People.' Toby Young, Spectator 'A breathless story of fear and courage.' Daily
Telegraph
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year, a Washington Post Best Book of the Year
Spanning the era between the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 and the years just after
World War I, and constantly moving between locations across the globe (and to a few
places not strictly speaking on the map at all), Against the Day unfolds with a
phantasmagoria of characters that includes anarchists, balloonists, gamblers, drug
enthusiasts, mathematicians, mad scientists, shamans, spies, and hired guns. As an
era of uncertainty comes crashing down around their ears and an unpredictable future
commences, these folks are mostly just trying to pursue their lives. Sometimes they
manage to catch up; sometimes it’s their lives that pursue them.
“Shriver has a gift for creating real and complicated characters… A highly engrossing
novel.” — San Francisco Chronicle From New York Times bestselling author Lionel
Shriver (The Post-Birthday World, We Need to Talk About Kevin), comes a searing,
deeply humane novel about a crumbling marriage resurrected in the face of illness, and
a family’s struggle to come to terms with disease, dying, and the obscene cost of
medical care in modern America.
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’A brutal treat’ Daily Mail Includes an exclusive first look at Lionel Shriver's new novel,
THE MOTION OF THE BODY THROUGH SPACE From the award-winning novelist
and short story writer, Lionel Shriver, comes a literary gem, a story about love and the
power of a gift.
Eva never really wanted to be a mother; certainly not the mother of the unlovable boy
who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker and a
teacher who tried to befriend him. Now, two years later, it is time for her to come to
terms with marriage, career, family, parenthood and Kevin's horrific rampage in a series
of startlingly direct correspondences with her absent husband, Franklyn. Uneasy with
the sacrifices and social demotion of motherhood from the start, Eva fears that her
alarming dislike for her own son may be responsible for driving him so nihilistically off
the rails.
The #1 New York Times bestseller! Now a Hulu original series starring Reese
Witherspoon and Kerry Washington. “I read Little Fires Everywhere in a single,
breathless sitting.” —Jodi Picoult “To say I love this book is an understatement. It’s a
deep psychological mystery about the power of motherhood, the intensity of teenage
love, and the danger of perfection. It moved me to tears.” —Reese Witherspoon
“Extraordinary . . . books like Little Fires Everywhere don't come along often.” —John
Green From the bestselling author of Everything I Never Told You, a riveting novel that
traces the intertwined fates of the picture-perfect Richardson family and the enigmatic
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mother and daughter who upend their lives. In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive
suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned—from the layout of the winding roads, to the
colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one
embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by
the rules. Enter Mia Warren—an enigmatic artist and single mother—who arrives in this
idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the
Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson
children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious
past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered
community. When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-
American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town—and puts Mia
and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined
to uncover the secrets in Mia’s past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and
devastating costs. Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of
art and identity, and the ferocious pull of motherhood—and the danger of believing that
following the rules can avert disaster. Named a Best Book of the Year by: People, The
Washington Post, Bustle, Esquire, Southern Living, The Daily Beast, GQ,
Entertainment Weekly, NPR, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, iBooks, Audible, Goodreads,
Library Reads, Book of the Month, Paste, Kirkus Reviews, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and
many more... Perfect for book clubs! Visit celesteng.com for discussion guides and
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more.
Ostracized as a kid, Edgar Kellogg has always yearned to be popular. A disgruntled
New York corporate lawyer, he’s more than ready to leave his lucrative career for the
excitement and uncertainty of journalism. When he’s offered the post of foreign
correspondent in a Portuguese backwater that has sprouted a homegrown terrorist
movement, Edgar recognizes the disappeared larger-than-life reporter he’s been sent
to replace, Barrington Saddler, as exactly the outsize character he longs to emulate.
Infuriatingly, all his fellow journalists cannot stop talking about their beloved “Bear,”
who is no longer lighting up their work lives. Yet all is not as it appears. Os Soldados
Ousados de Barba—“The Daring Soldiers of Barba”—have been blowing up the rest of
the world for years in order to win independence for their dismal province. So why, with
Barrington vanished, do terrorist incidents claimed by the “SOB” suddenly dry up? A
droll, playful novel, The New Republic addresses weighty issues like terrorism with the
tongue-in-cheek deftness that is vintage Shriver.
A Perfectly Good FamilyA NovelHarper Collins
A savage, funny, and mysteriously poignant saga by a renowned author at the height of
his powers. Lionel Asbo, a terrifying yet weirdly loyal thug (self-named after England's
notorious Anti-Social Behaviour Order), has always looked out for his ward and
nephew, the orphaned Desmond Pepperdine . . . He provides him with fatherly career
advice (always carry a knife, for example) and is determined they should share the joys
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of pit bulls (fed with lots of Tabasco sauce), Internet porn, and all manner of more
serious criminality. Des, on the other hand, desires nothing more than books to read
and a girl to love (and to protect a family secret that could be the death of him). But just
as he begins to lead a gentler, healthier life, his uncle—once again in a London
prison—wins £140 million in the lottery and upon his release hires a public relations firm
and begins dating a cannily ambitious topless model and “poet.” Strangely, however,
Lionel's true nature remains uncompromised while his problems, and therefore also
Desmond's, seem only to multiply.
The first novel from the Orange Prize-winning author of We Need to Talk about Kevin is
a compelling and provocative story of love and how we suffer for it.
The inspiration for the film starring Tilda Swinton and John C. Reilly, this resonant story
of a mother’s unsettling quest to understand her teenage son’s deadly violence, her
own ambivalence toward motherhood, and the explosive link between them remains
terrifyingly prescient. Eva never really wanted to be a mother. And certainly not the
mother of a boy who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria
worker, and a much–adored teacher in a school shooting two days before his sixteenth
birthday. Neither nature nor nurture exclusively shapes a child's character. But Eva was
always uneasy with the sacrifices and social demotion of motherhood. Did her
internalized dislike for her own son shape him into the killer he’s become? How much
is her fault? Now, two years later, it is time for her to come to terms with Kevin’s horrific
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rampage, all in a series of startlingly direct correspondences with her estranged
husband, Franklin. A piercing, unforgettable, and penetrating exploration of violence
and responsibility, a book that the Boston Globe describes as “impossible to put
down,” is a stunning examination of how tragedy affects a town, a marriage, and a
family.
#1 New York Times Bestseller From Liane Moriarty, the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Big Little Lies and Nine Perfect Strangers, comes Apples Never Fall, a novel
that looks at marriage, siblings, and how the people we love the most can hurt us the
deepest. The Delaney family love one another dearly—it’s just that sometimes they
want to murder each other . . . If your mother was missing, would you tell the police?
Even if the most obvious suspect was your father? This is the dilemma facing the four
grown Delaney siblings. The Delaneys are fixtures in their community. The parents,
Stan and Joy, are the envy of all of their friends. They’re killers on the tennis court, and
off it their chemistry is palpable. But after fifty years of marriage, they’ve finally sold
their famed tennis academy and are ready to start what should be the golden years of
their lives. So why are Stan and Joy so miserable? The four Delaney children—Amy,
Logan, Troy, and Brooke—were tennis stars in their own right, yet as their father will tell
you, none of them had what it took to go all the way. But that’s okay, now that they’re
all successful grown-ups and there is the wonderful possibility of grandchildren on the
horizon. One night a stranger named Savannah knocks on Stan and Joy’s door,
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bleeding after a fight with her boyfriend. The Delaneys are more than happy to give her
the small kindness she sorely needs. If only that was all she wanted. Later, when Joy
goes missing, and Savannah is nowhere to be found, the police question the one
person who remains: Stan. But for someone who claims to be innocent, he, like many
spouses, seems to have a lot to hide. Two of the Delaney children think their father is
innocent, two are not so sure—but as the two sides square off against each other in
perhaps their biggest match ever, all of the Delaneys will start to reexamine their
shared family history in a very new light.
Big Brother is a striking novel about siblings, marriage, and obesity from Lionel Shriver,
the acclaimed author the international bestseller We Need to Talk About Kevin. For
Pandora, cooking is a form of love. Alas, her husband, Fletcher, a self-employed high-
end cabinetmaker, now spurns the “toxic” dishes that he’d savored through their
courtship, and spends hours each day to manic cycling. Then, when Pandora picks up
her older brother Edison at the airport, she doesn’t recognize him. In the years since
they’ve seen one another, the once slim, hip New York jazz pianist has gained
hundreds of pounds. What happened? After Edison has more than overstayed his
welcome, Fletcher delivers his wife an ultimatum: It’s him or me. Rich with Shriver’s
distinctive wit and ferocious energy, Big Brother is about fat: an issue both social and
excruciatingly personal. It asks just how much sacrifice we'll make to save single
members of our families, and whether it's ever possible to save loved ones from
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themselves.
“This feels like an Ian McEwan novel. Served on a bed of Cheever. I can’t offer higher
praise than that. But written by a woman. Which is even better.”— Elizabeth Gilbert
Spanning the course of a single summer, Private Means is acclaimed memoirist Cree
LeFavour’s sumptuous fiction debut—a sharply observed comedy of manners and a
moving meditation on marriage, money, and loss. A deliciously compulsive first novel
from New York Times Editor’s Choice author of Lights On, Rats Out, Cree LeFavour’s
Private Means captures the very essence of summer in a sharply observed, moving
meditation on marriage, money, and loss. It’s Memorial Day weekend and Alice’s
beloved dog Maebelle has been lost. Alice stays in New York, desperate to find her
dog, while her husband Peter drives north to stay with friends in the Berkshires.
Relieved to be alone, Alice isn’t sure if she should remain married to Peter but she’s
built a life with him. For his part, Peter is pleased to have time alone—he’s tired of the
lost dog drama, of Alice’s coolness, of New York. A psychiatrist, he ponders his
patients and one, particularly attractive, woman in particular. As the summer unfolds,
tensions rise as Alice and Peter struggle with infidelity, loneliness, and loss. Escaping
the heat of New York City to visit wealthy friends in the Hamptons, on Cape Cod and in
the Berkshires, each continues to play his or her part in the life they’ve chosen
together. By the time Labor Day rolls around, a summer that began with isolation has
transformed into something else entirely. Matching keen observations on human
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behavior with wry prose, Private Means, with its sexy, page-turning plot, will draw fans
of Nora Ephron and Meg Wolitzer. At once dark, funny, sad and suspenseful,
LeFavour’s debut is a rare find: a tart literary indulgence with depth and intelligence.
An “emotion-packed” New York Times–bestselling saga by the author of Cashelmara,
set on a Welsh family estate in the early twentieth century (San Francisco Chronicle).
Tucked in the hills of South Wales is Oxmoon, the ancestral estate of the Godwin
family. In the summers before 1914, music streams through the family home as the
Godwins, at the height of their prosperity, dance in the ballroom with their guests. But
despite the remarkable talents of heir-apparent Robert Godwin, the fates have a rough,
tough ride planned for him and those he loves. Fortunes shift during two world wars,
disastrous love affairs leave the family battered, and finally jealousy threatens to
destroy Oxmoon and all it symbolizes. Based on a true story that has been updated to
modern times, The Wheel of Fortune is a timeless tale of love, hatred, revenge,
redemption, and forgiveness. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Susan
Howatch including rare photos and never-before-seen documents from the author’s
personal collection.
A striking new collection of ten short stories and two novellas that explores the idea of
property in every meaning of the word, from the acclaimed New York Times bestselling
author of the National Book Award finalist So Much for That and the international
bestseller We Need to Talk About Kevin. Intermingling settings in America and Britain,
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Lionel Shriver’s first collection explores property in both senses of the word: real estate
and stuff. These pieces illustrate how our possessions act as proxies for ourselves, and
how tussles over ownership articulate the power dynamics of our relationships. In
Lionel Shriver’s world, we may possess people and objects and places, but in turn they
possess us. In the stunning novella "The Standing Chandelier," a woman with a history
of attracting other women’s antagonism creates a deeply personal wedding present for
her best friend and his fiancée—only to discover that the jealous fiancée wants to cut her
out of their lives. In "Domestic Terrorism," a thirty-something son refuses to leave
home, resulting in a standoff that renders him a millennial cause célèbre. In "The
ChapStick," a middle-aged man subjugated by service to his elderly father discovers
that the last place you should finally assert yourself is airport security. In "Vermin," an
artistic Brooklyn couple’s purchase of a ramshackle house destroys their once-
passionate relationship. In "The Subletter," two women, both foreign conflict junkies,
fight over a claim to a territory that doesn’t belong to either. Exhibiting a satisfying
thematic unity unusual for a collection, this masterful work showcases the biting insight
that has made Shriver one of the most acclaimed writers of our time.
A comprehensive reading guide for book lovers, which makes the choosing of the next
book that much easier. With recommended titles ranging from the classics to current
bestsellers, as well as a few that may take you out of your comfort zone, you need look
no further than The Book Lovers' Companion to make the perfect pick. Each report
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contains a succinct summary of the recommended title, as well as probing discussion
points and fascinating background facts, together with suggestions on further reading
Great as a gift for the enthusiastic book club member or for use as a personal guide to
what's hot in the world of literature.
With dry wit and psychological acuity, this near-future novel explores the aftershocks of
an economically devastating U.S. sovereign debt default on four generations of a once-
prosperous American family. Down-to-earth and perfectly realistic in scale, this is not an
over-the-top Blade Runner tale. It is not science fiction. In 2029, the United States is
engaged in a bloodless world war that will wipe out the savings of millions of American
families. Overnight, on the international currency exchange, the “almighty dollar”
plummets in value, to be replaced by a new global currency, the “bancor.” In
retaliation, the president declares that America will default on its loans. “Deadbeat
Nation” being unable to borrow, the government prints money to cover its bills. What
little remains to savers is rapidly eaten away by runaway inflation. The Mandibles have
been counting on a sizable fortune filtering down when their ninety-seven-year-old
patriarch dies. Once the inheritance turns to ash, each family member must contend
with disappointment, but also—as the U.S. economy spirals into dysfunction—the
challenge of sheer survival. Recently affluent, Avery is petulant that she can’t buy olive
oil, while her sister, Florence, absorbs strays into her cramped household. An expat
author, their aunt, Nollie, returns from abroad at seventy-three to a country that’s
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unrecognizable. Her brother, Carter, fumes at caring for their demented stepmother,
now that an assisted living facility isn’t affordable. Only Florence’s oddball teenage
son, Willing, an economics autodidact, will save this formerly august American family
from the streets. The Mandibles is about money. Thus it is necessarily about bitterness,
rivalry, and selfishness—but also about surreal generosity, sacrifice, and transformative
adaptation to changing circumstances.
(Piano Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with
guitar chord frames, with the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part as
well as in the vocal line.
American children's book illustrator Irina McGovern enjoys a secure, settled life in
London with her smart, loyal, disciplined partner, Lawrence—until the night she finds
herself inexplicably drawn to kissing another man, a passionate, extravagant, top-
ranked snooker player. Two competing alternate futures hinge on this single kiss, as
Irina's decision—to surrender to temptation or to preserve her seemingly safe
partnership with Lawrence—will have momentous consequences for her career, her
friendships and familial relationships, and the texture of her daily life.
When you invite a stranger into your home, you never know who's really coming in . . .
Myra is a Manhattan psychotherapist. A quick study and an excellent judge of
character, she thinks she knows what she's getting when she hires a nanny—it's her job,
after all, to analyze people. Her phobia-addled son has just moved back in with his wife
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and child, and the new nanny, Eva, seems like a perfect addition: she cleans like a
demon and irons like a dream, and she forms an immediate bond with Myra's
grandson. But as Eva, a Peruvian immigrant, reveals more of herself, what seemed a
felicitous arrangement turns ominous. She racks the household with screams from a
night terror. She spits in her hands to ward off evil spirits. Then, one afternoon, she
settles into Myra's patient chair and begins to expose the secrets of her past. Their
relationship slowly and inexorably becomes too close, too dependent, and, ultimately,
terrifyingly destructive. As events spiral out of Myra's control, she learns that even a
family as close-knit as her own can have plenty to hide. In the rich tradition of Lionel
Shriver, Jane Hamilton, and Anne Tyler, the psychoanalyst and novelist Lisa Gornick
tells us a story about the tragedy of good intentions. Tinderbox spins a suspenseful
mystery of hidden traumas. It's a searingly perceptive, deeply honest novel about
families and secrets, and power, and love.
"Extraordinary." --Stephen King "This book is not simply the great American novel; it's
the great novel of las Americas. It's the great world novel! This is the international story
of our times. Masterful." --Sandra Cisneros También de este lado hay sueños. On this
side too, there are dreams. Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco.
She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of her life, and a wonderful
husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks beginning to show in Acapulco
because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly comfortable. Even though
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she knows they'll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books in her
store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register
with a few books he would like to buy--two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is
charming. And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has
gruesomely taken over the city. When Lydia's husband's tell-all profile of Javier is
published, none of their lives will ever be the same. Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-
old Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from their comfortable middle-
class existence. Instantly transformed into migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la
bestia--trains that make their way north toward the United States, which is the only
place Javier's reach doesn't extend. As they join the countless people trying to reach el
norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something. But what exactly are
they running to? American Dirt will leave readers utterly changed. It is a literary
achievement filled with poignancy, drama, and humanity on every page. It is one of the
most important books for our times. Already being hailed as "a Grapes of Wrath for our
times" and "a new American classic," Jeanine Cummins's American Dirt is a rare
exploration into the inner hearts of people willing to sacrifice everything for a glimmer of
hope.
Following the death of her worthy liberal parents, Corlis McCrea moves back into her
family's grand Reconstruction mansion in North Carolina, willed to all three siblings. Her
timid younger brother has never left home. When her bullying black-sheep older brother
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moves into "his" house as well, it's war. Each heir wants the house. Yet to buy the other
out, two siblings must team against one. Just as in girlhood, Corlis is torn between
allying with the decent but fearful youngest and the iconoclastic eldest, who covets his
legacy to destroy it. A Perfectly Good Family is a stunning examination of inheritance,
literal and psychological: what we take from our parents, what we discard, and what we
are stuck with, like it or not.
Before there was Hill House, there was the Halloran mansion of Jackson’s stunningly
creepy fourth novel, The Sundial When the Halloran clan gathers at the family home for
a funeral, no one is surprised when the somewhat peculiar Aunt Fanny wanders off into
the secret garden. But then she returns to report an astonishing vision of an apocalypse
from which only the Hallorans and their hangers-on will be spared, and the family finds
itself engulfed in growing madness, fear, and violence as they prepare for a terrible new
world. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres
and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
FICTION-GENERAL
Forced together on a trip from Manhattan to Rhode Island, a father and son attempt to
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renew their bond over lobster, cigarettes, and a buried secret. A pure-hearted artist
finds his devotion cruelly tested, while his true love tries to repent for the biggest
mistake of her life. Unwittingly thrust into an open marriage, a man struggles to
reconnect with his newly devout son. And in the book's daring first story, an arrogant
businessman begins a forbidden affair during the High Holidays. Written in clear,
crystalline prose, The Book of Life comprises seven stunning tales about faith, family,
grief, love, temptation, and redemption that signal the arrival of a bold and exciting new
writer.
Messi: A Boy Who Became a Star This is the inspiring children story of Lionel Messi, a
boy who became a star. Born in a poor family, the small boy faced many obstacles in
life, including a medical condition that prevented him from growing... But he decided to
follow his dream, worked hard and overcame all obstacles to become one of the best
soccer players in history. Perfect gift for all soccer fans. Perfect illustrated book to teach
children to work hard to make their dreams come true. Learn about Messi, and learn
how to be successful doing what you love. Get This Book Now and Enjoy the story of
Lionel Messi!
Beautiful and charismatic, nineteen-year-old Checker Secretti is the most gifted
and original drummer that the club-goers of Astoria, Queens, have ever heard.
When he plays, conundrums seem to solve themselves, brilliant thoughts spring
to mind, and couples fall in love. The members of his band, The Derailleurs, are
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passionately devoted to their guiding spirit, as are all who fall under Checker's
spell. But when another drummer, Eaton Striker, hears the prodigy play, he is
pulled inexorably into Checker's orbit by a powerful combination of envy and
admiration. Soon The Derailleurs, too, are torn apart by latent jealousies that
Eaton does his utmost to bring alive.
When her father dies, Kay Wilkinson can't cry. Over ten years, Alzheimer's had
steadily eroded this erudite man into a paranoid lunatic. Surely one's own father
passing should never come as such a relief. Both medical professionals, Kay and
her husband Cyril have seen too many elderly patients in similar states of decay.
Although healthy and vital in their early fifties, the couple fears what may lie
ahead. Determined to die with dignity, Cyril makes a modest proposal. To spare
themselves and their loved ones such a humiliating and protracted decline, they
should agree to commit suicide together once they've both turned eighty. When
their deal is sealed, the spouses are blithely looking forward to another three
decades together. But then they turn eighty. By turns hilarious and touching,
playful and grave, Should We Stay or Should We Go portrays twelve parallel
universes, each exploring a possible future for Kay and Cyril. Were they to cut life
artificially short, what would they miss out on? Something terrific? Or something
terrible? Might they end up in a home? A fabulous luxury retirement village, or a
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Cuckoo's Nest sort of home? Might being demented end up being rather fun?
What future for humanity awaits--the end of civilization, or a Valhalla of peace
and prosperity? What if cryogenics were really to work? What if scientists finally
cure aging? Both timely and timeless, Lionel Shriver addresses serious
themes--the compromises of longevity, the challenge of living a long life and still
going out in style--with an uncannily light touch. Weaving in a host of
contemporary issues, from Brexit and mass migration to the coronavirus, Shriver
has pulled off a rollicking page-turner in which we never have to mourn perished
characters, because they'll be alive and kicking in the very next chapter.
New York Times Notable Book: “An exceptional, assured debut [that] captures
the zeitgeist of confused adolescents and a sick culture post-
Columbine.”—Hartford Courant A national bestseller that inspired a major motion
picture, this chilling novel follows prep school dropout White Mike through the
week between Christmas and New Year’s 1999, as he deals an alluring new
drug to his privileged peers on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. The kids of Twelve
have it all; Chris and Claude and Hunter and Laura have the best, and most, of
everything, but are constantly looking for something more exotic, and more
dangerous. But Twelve is not a coming-of-age story, because these kids never
had a childhood—their parents are off on holiday in Bali or business in Brussels,
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leaving hired help to look the other way as the kids stay home alone in their
multimillion-dollar town houses, partying, surrounded by drugs and sex—and, in
the end, much worse. “Renders Manhattan’s cosseted Upper East Side with
both the casual authority of an insider and the wry distance of an
observer…impressive.”—Jennifer Egan, The New York Times Book Review
“Riveting in its no-holds-barred depiction of teenage nihilism.”—Jon Land,
Providence Journal
The Book of Beasts is an exciting short story from The Book of Dragons by E.
Nesbit that is revised and edited for The Gunston Trust for Nonviolence in
Children's Literature. This delightful tale of a child-king who releases the Terrible
Red Beasts from an ancient book he finds in the castle library. How will he ever
capture this beast so that the kingdom can once again be happy and safe?
Recommended for ages 7 - 12 years.
In Lionel Shriver’s entertaining send-up of today’s cult of exercise—which not
only encourages better health, but now like all religions also seems to promise
meaning, social superiority, and eternal life—an aging husband’s sudden
obsession with extreme sport makes him unbearable. After an ignominious early
retirement, Remington announces to his wife Serenata that he’s decided to run a
marathon. This from a sedentary man in his sixties who’s never done a lick of
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exercise in his life. His wife can’t help but observe that his ambition is
“hopelessly trite.” A loner, Serenata disdains mass group activities of any sort.
Besides, his timing is cruel. Serenata has long been the couple’s exercise freak,
but by age sixty, her private fitness regimes have destroyed her knees, and
she’ll soon face debilitating surgery. Yes, becoming more active would be good
for Remington’s heart, but then why not just go for a walk? Without several
thousand of your closest friends? As Remington joins the cult of fitness that
increasingly consumes the Western world, her once-modest husband burgeons
into an unbearable narcissist. Ignoring all his other obligations, he engages a
saucy, sexy personal trainer named Bambi, who treats Serenata with contempt.
When Remington sets his sights on the legendarily grueling triathlon, MettleMan,
Serenata is sure he’ll end up injured or dead. And even if he does survive, their
marriage may not. The Motion of the Body Through Space is vintage Lionel
Shriver written with psychological insight, a rich cast of characters, lots of verve
and petulance, an astute reading of contemporary culture, and an emotionally
resonant ending.
Tennis has been Willy Novinsky's one love ever since she first picked up a
racquet at the age of four. A middle-ranked pro at twenty-three, she's met her
match in Eric Oberdorf, a low-ranked, untested Princeton grad who also intends
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to make his mark on the international tennis circuit. Eric becomes Willy's first
passion off the court, and eventually they marry. But while wedded life begins
well, full-tilt competition soon puts a strain on their relationship—and an
unexpected accident sends driven and gifted Willy sliding irrevocably toward
resentment, tragedy, and despair. From acclaimed author Lionel Shriver comes a
brilliant and unflinching novel about the devastating cost of prizing achievement
over love.
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