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The power of the commons as a free, fair system of provisioning and governance beyond
capitalism, socialism, and other -isms. From co-housing and agroecology to fisheries and opensource everything, people around the world are increasingly turning to 'commoning' to
emancipate themselves from a predatory market-state system. Free, Fair, and Alive presents a
foundational re-thinking of the commons — the self-organized social system that humans have
used for millennia to meet their needs. It offers a compelling vision of a future beyond the deadend binary of capitalism versus socialism that has almost brought the world to its knees.
Written by two leading commons activists of our time, this guide is a penetrating cultural
critique, table-pounding political treatise, and practical playbook. Highly readable and full of
colorful stories, coverage includes: Internal dynamics of commoning How the commons
worldview opens up new possibilities for change Role of language in reorienting our
perceptions and political strategies Seeing the potential of commoning everywhere. Free, Fair,
and Alive provides a fresh, non-academic synthesis of contemporary commons written for a
popular, activist-minded audience. It presents a compelling narrative: that we can be free and
creative people, govern ourselves through fair and accountable institutions, and experience the
aliveness of authentic human presence.
Social scientists, whether earnest graduate students or tenured faculty members, clearly know
the rules that govern good writing. But for some reason they choose to ignore those guidelines
and churn out turgid, pompous, and obscure prose. Distinguished sociologist Howard S.
Becker, true to his calling, looks for an explanation for this bizarre behavior not in the psyches
of his colleagues but in the structure of his profession. In this highly personal and inspirational
volume he considers academic writing as a social activity. Both the means and the reasons for
writing a thesis or article or book are socially structured by the organization of graduate study,
the requirements for publication, and the conditions for promotion, and the pressures arising
from these situations create the writing style so often lampooned and lamented. Drawing on his
thirty-five years' experience as a researcher, writer, and teacher, Becker exposes the foibles of
the academic profession to the light of sociological analysis and gentle humor. He also offers
eminently useful suggestions for ways to make social scientists better and more productive
writers. Among the topics discussed are how to overcome the paralyzing fears of chaos and
ridicule that lead to writer's block; how to rewrite and revise, again and again; how to adopt a
persona compatible with lucid prose; how to deal with that academic bugaboo, "the literature."
There is also a chapter by Pamela Richards on the personal and professional risks involved in
scholarly writing. In recounting his own trials and errors Becker offers his readers not a model
to be slavishly imitated but an example to inspire. Throughout, his focus is on the elusive work
habits that contribute to good writing, not the more easily learned rules of grammar and
punctuation. Although his examples are drawn from sociological literature, his conclusions
apply to all fields of social science, and indeed to all areas of scholarly endeavor. The
message is clear: you don't have to write like a social scientist to be one.
"This book offers a short, spirited defense of rhetoric and the liberal arts as catalysts for
precision, invention, and empathy in today's world. The author, a professor of Shakespeare
studies at a liberal arts college and a parent of school-age children, argues that high-stakes
testing and a culture of assessment have altered how and what students are taught, as
courses across the arts, humanities, and sciences increasingly are set aside to make room for
joyless, mechanical reading and math instruction. Students have been robbed of a complete
education, their imaginations stunted by this myopic focus on bare literacy and numeracy.
Education is about thinking, Newstok argues, rather than the mastery of a set of rigidly defined
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skills, and the seemingly rigid pedagogy of the English Renaissance produced some of the
most compelling and influential examples of liberated thinking. Each of the fourteen chapters
explores an essential element of Shakespeare's world and work, aligns it with the ideas of
other thinkers and writers in modern times, and suggests opportunities for further reading.
Chapters on craft, technology, attention, freedom, and related topics combine past and present
ideas about education to build a case for the value of the past, the pleasure of thinking, and the
limitations of modern educational practices and prejudices"-What accounts for the persistence and spread of "commoning," the irrepressible desire of
people to collaborate and share to meet everyday needs? How are the more successful
projects governed? And why are so many people embracing the commons as a powerful
strategy for building a fair, humane and Earth-respecting social order? In more than fifty
original essays, Patterns of Commoning addresses these questions and probes the inner
complexities of this timeless social paradigm. The book surveys some of the most notable,
inspiring commons around the world, from alternative currencies and open design and
manufacturing, to centuries-old community forests and co-learning commons - and dozens of
others. David Bollier (www.bollier.org) is an American author, activist and independent scholar
who has studied the commons for nearly twenty years. Silke Helfrich
(commonsblog.wordpress.com) is a German author and independent activist of the commons
who blogs at www.commonsblog.de, and cofounder of the Commons-Institut in Germany. With
Michel Bauwens, Bollier and Helfrich are cofounders of the Common Strategies Group. For
more information, go to the book's website, Patterns of Commoning
(www.patternsofcommoning.org)
Fans of Sarah J. Maas will love this story about when one of the four horseman comes to
spread the plague, a young woman risks her life to save her town from him, only to fall in love
with him.
You can use this book to design a house for yourself with your family; you can use it to work
with your neighbors to improve your town and neighborhood; you can use it to design an office,
or a workshop, or a public building. And you can use it to guide you in the actual process of
construction. After a ten-year silence, Christopher Alexander and his colleagues at the Center
for Environmental Structure are now publishing a major statement in the form of three books
which will, in their words, "lay the basis for an entirely new approach to architecture, building
and planning, which will we hope replace existing ideas and practices entirely." The three
books are The Timeless Way of Building, The Oregon Experiment, and this book, A Pattern
Language. At the core of these books is the idea that people should design for themselves
their own houses, streets, and communities. This idea may be radical (it implies a radical
transformation of the architectural profession) but it comes simply from the observation that
most of the wonderful places of the world were not made by architects but by the people. At
the core of the books, too, is the point that in designing their environments people always rely
on certain "languages," which, like the languages we speak, allow them to articulate and
communicate an infinite variety of designs within a forma system which gives them coherence.
This book provides a language of this kind. It will enable a person to make a design for almost
any kind of building, or any part of the built environment. "Patterns," the units of this language,
are answers to design problems (How high should a window sill be? How many stories should
a building have? How much space in a neighborhood should be devoted to grass and trees?).
More than 250 of the patterns in this pattern language are given: each consists of a problem
statement, a discussion of the problem with an illustration, and a solution. As the authors say in
their introduction, many of the patterns are archetypal, so deeply rooted in the nature of things
that it seemly likely that they will be a part of human nature, and human action, as much in five
hundred years as they are today.
The 1977 book "A Pattern Language" was a landmark in the design world, introducing a
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methodology that has since become remarkably widespread and effective across many fields.
Among them is software, where "design patterns" have since become an industry standard.
Important spinoffs include peer-to-peer collaboration technologies like wiki - the basis of
Wikipedia and related innovations - as well as Agile Methodology. Yet curiously, the one field
where pattern methodology has lagged most conspicuously is the one where it began, the built
environment. In part, the popular appeal of the 1977 book served to "freeze" the initial set of
patterns, greatly slowing further peer-to-peer development in environmental design - contrary
to the original authors' stated aims. As one remedy, we present here - in one of many more
hoped-for future companion volumes to the original classic book - a new collection of 80
patterns for a new era of urban challenges, including rapid urbanization, slum upgrading,
sustainable urbanism, [CUT: "new"] urban technologies, and new tools and strategies to meet
these and other challenges. This new collection comes as a contribution to a five-year
collaboration with UN-Habitat on implementation of the "New Urban Agenda," a framework
document adopted by consensus by all 193 countries of the United Nations. However, there
remains an urgent need to implement its humane aspirations, using tools and strategies
grounded in research evidence, but also subject to revision, addition and refinement with new
findings from new collaborators. This volume aims to meet that need - together with the launch
of an online companion pattern "repository", available at npl.wiki. Both initiatives were
developed in collaboration with Ward Cunningham, wiki inventor, and pioneer of pattern
languages of programming as well as Agile Methodology. Both are meant to expand the
capacity of pattern languages in support of a hopeful new era of open-source, humancentered, life-enriching technology.
Christopher Alexander owns what many now believe to be the finest collection of early Turkish
carpets in the western world, with perhaps half being the only specimens of their kind
anywhere. In this richly illustrated, oversized volume--featuring four hundred illustrations,
eighty in full color--Alexander takes readers on an engaging tour of his fabulous collection.
Readers will see a 13th-century Seljuk Carpet with Dragons, a 15th-century Animal Carpet, a
scarlet-niched Transylvanian Prayer Rug, a turquoise Lattice Carpet from Alcaraz, a 16thcentury blue Medallion Keyhole Design from Bergama, a rare 16th-century White Field Bird
Carpet, the dazzling color and brilliant geometry of a 15th-century Karapinar with Three Gulls,
and perhaps Alexander's favorite, a 15th-century Star Karapinar with Flowers (whose designs
he describes as the high point of all Sufi art, the state of liberation, in which the artist is so free,
that he is able to be completely natural). In addition, Alexander elaborates on his theory that
these carpets teach structure to artists and architects through the beauty of their form. This
lavishly produced volume makes an important contribution to the world of rug scholarship.
Equally important, Alexander's thoughtful meditations on these pieces will fascinate the many
architects, artists, and planners who follow his work.
A Pattern LanguageTowns, Buildings, ConstructionOxford University Press
Award-winning social entrepreneur and permaculturalist Adam Brock draws from ecology,
sociology, community economics, social justice, and indigenous practices the world over to
present more than eighty proven solutions for building healthy communities. Using the "pattern
language" framework developed by architect Christopher Alexander and his colleagues in the
1970s, Brock outlines strategies for redesigning our social and economic systems to mimic
nature's resilience and abundance. Practical, innovative, and visually compelling, this book
presents actionable and easy-to-understand tools for a compassionate and methodical
approach to building better communities. Sidebars and diagrams supplement the text, while
case studies illustrate endeavors such as starting a business, launching a social change
project, or setting personal goals. Brock suggests ways to engage disempowered communities
in a meaningful and authentic way, and draws on eight years of in-depth research and
investigation to demonstrate what makes communities work at the most fundamental level.
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Anyone looking for concrete solutions to many of the social and economic ills that plague our
current society will discover a rich resource for growth and change.
This four-volume work allows the reader to form one picture of the world in which the
perspectives from science, beauty and grace, and commonsense intuitions are interlaced.
Concise lessons in design, drawing, the creative process, and presentation, from the basics of
“How to Draw a Line” to the complexities of color theory. This is a book that students of
architecture will want to keep in the studio and in their backpacks. It is also a book they may
want to keep out of view of their professors, for it expresses in clear and simple language
things that tend to be murky and abstruse in the classroom. These 101 concise lessons in
design, drawing, the creative process, and presentation—from the basics of "How to Draw a
Line" to the complexities of color theory—provide a much-needed primer in architectural
literacy, making concrete what too often is left nebulous or open-ended in the architecture
curriculum. Each lesson utilizes a two-page format, with a brief explanation and an illustration
that can range from diagrammatic to whimsical. The lesson on "How to Draw a Line" is
illustrated by examples of good and bad lines; a lesson on the dangers of awkward floor level
changes shows the television actor Dick Van Dyke in the midst of a pratfall; a discussion of the
proportional differences between traditional and modern buildings features a drawing of a
building split neatly in half between the two. Written by an architect and instructor who
remembers well the fog of his own student days, 101 Things I Learned in Architecture School
provides valuable guideposts for navigating the design studio and other classes in the
architecture curriculum. Architecture graduates—from young designers to experienced
practitioners—will turn to the book as well, for inspiration and a guide back to basics when
solving a complex design problem.
Two hundred and fifty-three archetypal patterns consisting of problem statements, discussions,
illustrations, and solutions provide lay persons with a framework for engaging in architectural
design
Architects use CAD to help them visualize their ideas. Parametric design is a fast-growing
development of CAD that lets architects and designers specify the key parameters of their
model and make changes interactively. Whenever changes are made the rest of the model
updates automatically. Through a detailed description of various parametric, generative and
algorithmic techniques, this book provides a practical guide to generating geometric and
topological solutions for various situations, including explicit step-by-step tutorials. While the
techniques and algorithms can be generalized to suit to any parametric environment, the book
illustrates its concepts using the scripting languages of one of the most powerful 3D
visualization and animation design software systems (Autodesk 3ds Max MAXScript), one of
the most popular open-source Java-based scripting environments (Processing), and a brand
new language specifically tailored for parametric and generative design (Autodesk
DesignScript). This clear, accessible book will have a wide appeal to students and practitioners
who would like to experiment with parametric techniques.
Christopher Alexander's series of ground-breaking books including A Pattern Language and
The Timeless Way of Building have pointed to fundamental truths of the way we build,
revealing what gives life and beauty and true functionality to our buildings and towns. Now, in
The Nature of Order, Alexander explores the properties of life itself, highlighting a set of welldefined structures present in all order and in all life from micro-organisms and mountain ranges
to good houses and vibrant communities. In The Phenomenon of Life, the first volume in this
four volume masterwork, Alexander proposes a scientific view of the world in which all spacematter has perceptible degrees of life and sets this understanding of order as an intellectual
basis for a new architecture. With this view as a foundation, we can ask precise questions
about what must be done to create more life in our world whether in a rooma humble
doorknoba neighbourhoodor even in a vast region. He introduces the concept of living
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structure, basing it upon his theories of centres and of wholeness, and defines the fifteen
properties from which, according to his observations, all wholeness is built. Alexander argues
that living structure is at once both personal and structural. Taken as a whole, the four books
create a sweeping new conception of the nature of things which is both objective and structural
(hence part of science) and also personal (in that it shows how and why things have the power
to touch the human heart). A step has been taken, through which these two domains the
domain of geometrical structure and the feeling it creates kept separate during four centuries of
scientific though from 1600 to 2000, have finally been united. The Nature of Order constitutes
the backbone of Building Beauty: Ecologic Design Construction Process, an initiative aimed at
radically reforming architecture education, with the emphasis of making as a way to access a
transformative vision of the world. The 15 fundamental properties of life guide our work and
have given us much more than a set of solutions. The Nature of Order has given us the
framework in which we can search and build up our own solutions. In order to be authentically
sustainable, buildings and places have to be cared for and loved over generations. Beautiful
buildings and places are more likely to be loved, and they become more beautiful, and loved,
through the attention given to them over time. Beauty is therefore, not a luxury, or an option, it
includes and transcends technological innovation, and is a necessary requirement for a truly
sustainable culture. ' Dr. Sergio Porta, International Director, Building Beauty (
www.buildingbeauty.org) Professor of Urban Design, Director of Urban Design Studies Unit,
and Director of Masters in Urban Design, University of Strathclyde
More than a decade in the making, this is a textbook of architecture, useful for every architect:
from first-year students, to those taking senior design studio, to graduate students writing a
Ph.D. dissertation in architectural theory, to experienced practicing architects. It is very
carefully written so that it can be read even by the beginning architecture student. The
information contained here is a veritable gold mine of design techniques. This book teaches
the reader how to design by adapting to human needs and sensibilities, yet independently of
any particular style. Here is a unification of genuine architectural knowledge that brings a new
clarity to the discipline. It explains much of what people instinctively know about architecture,
and puts that knowledge for the first time in a concise, understandable form. Dr. Salingaros
has experience in the organization of the built environment that few practicing architects have.
The later chapters of this new book touch on very sensitive topics: what drives architects to
produce the forms they build; and why architects use only a very restricted visual vocabulary.
Is it personal inventiveness, or is it something more, which perhaps they are not even aware
of? There has not been such a book treating the very essence of architecture. The only other
author who is capable of raising a similar degree of passion (and controversy) is Christopher
Alexander, who happens to be Dr. Salingaros’ friend and architectural mentor. “Surely no
voice is more thought-provoking than that of this intriguing, perhaps historically important, new
thinker?” From the Preface by His Royal Highness, Charles, The Prince of Wales “A New
Vitruvius for 21st-Century Architecture and Urbanism?” Dr. Ashraf SalamaChair, Department
of Architecture and Urban Planning, Qatar University, Doha, Qatar “Architecture, Salingaros
argues, is governed by universal and intuitively understood principles, which have been
exemplified by all successful styles and in all civilizations that have left a record of themselves
in their buildings. The solution is not to return to the classical styles… the solution is to return to
first principles and build within their constraints… ” Dr. Roger Scruton Philosopher, London, UK
“A fundamental text, among the most significant of the past several years.” Dr. Vilma Torselli
Architect and Author, Milan, Italy “A Theory of Architecture demonstrates how mathematics
and the social sciences offer keys to designing a humane architecture. In this brilliant tome
Salingaros explains why many modern buildings are neither beautiful nor harmonious and,
alternatively, how architects and patrons can employ scale, materials and mathematical logic
to design structures which are exciting, nourishing, and visually delightful.” Duncan G. Stroik
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Professor of Architecture, University of Notre Dame, Indiana “Salingaros explores ways to
clarify and formalize our understanding of aesthetic forms in the built environment, using
mathematics, thermodynamics, Darwinism, complexity theory and cognitive sciences.
Salingaros’ remarkable observations suggest that concepts of complexity and scale can
someday provide a full-bodied explanation for both the practice and the appreciation of
architecture.” Kim Sorvig Architecture & Planning, University of New Mexico See this book’s
Wikipedia entry http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Theory_of_Architecture Nikos A. Salingaros is
an internationally known urbanist and architectural theorist who has studied the scientific bases
underlying architecture for thirty years. Utne Reader ranked him as “One of 50 visionaries who
are changing your world”, and Planetizen as 11th among “The top 100 urban thinkers of all
time”. He is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Texas at San Antonio.

Buildings have often been studies whole in space, but never before have they
been studied whole in time. How Buildings Learn is a masterful new synthesis
that proposes that buildings adapt best when constantly refined and reshaped by
their occupants, and that architects can mature from being artists of space to
becoming artists of time. From the connected farmhouses of New England to I.M.
Pei's Media Lab, from "satisficing" to "form follows funding," from the evolution of
bungalows to the invention of Santa Fe Style, from Low Road military surplus
buildings to a High Road English classic like Chatsworth—this is a far-ranging
survey of unexplored essential territory. More than any other human artifacts,
buildings improve with time—if they're allowed to. How Buildings Learn shows how
to work with time rather than against it.
First published in 1996, The Eyes of the Skin has become a classic of
architectural theory. It asks the far-reaching question why, when there are five
senses, has one single sense – sight – become so predominant in architectural
culture and design? With the ascendancy of the digital and the all-pervasive use
of the image electronically, it is a subject that has become all the more pressing
and topical since the first edition’s publication in the mid-1990s. Juhani
Pallasmaa argues that the suppression of the other four sensory realms has led
to the overall impoverishment of our built environment, often diminishing the
emphasis on the spatial experience of a building and architecture’s ability to
inspire, engage and be wholly life enhancing. For every student studying
Pallasmaa’s classic text for the first time, The Eyes of the Skin is a revelation. It
compellingly provides a totally fresh insight into architectural culture. This third
edition meets readers’ desire for a further understanding of the context of
Pallasmaa’s thinking by providing a new essay by architectural author and
educator Peter MacKeith. This text combines both a biographical portrait of
Pallasmaa and an outline of his architectural thinking, its origins and its
relationship to the wider context of Nordic and European thought, past and
present. The focus of the essay is on the fundamental humanity, insight and
sensitivity of Pallasmaa’s approach to architecture, bringing him closer to the
reader. This is illustrated by Pallasmaa’s sketches and photographs of his own
work. The new edition also provides a foreword by the internationally renowned
architect Steven Holl and a revised introduction by Pallasmaa himself.
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2021 Listeners' Choice British Podcast Awards Winner What is it about killers,
cult leaders, cannibals, cults, and criminals that capture our imaginations even as
they terrify and disturb us? How do we responsibly consume these kinds of
stories as entertainment, and more importantly, what can we learn from them?
RedHanded rejects the narrative of killers as monsters and that a victim "was in
the wrong place at the wrong time," and instead tells the stories we want to hear
in a way that challenges perceptions and asks the hard questions about society,
gender, poverty, culture, and even our politics. After meeting at a party in London
where they both discovered they listened to the same murder podcasts, Hannah
Maguire and Suruthi Bala drunkenly promised to one day start their own true
crime podcast together and the rest is history. From the hosts of the hit true crime
podcast RedHanded (dubbed by Rick & Morty creator Dan Harmon as the "best
true crime podcast I've heard, ever"), Hannah Maguire and Suruthi Bala have
amassed a cult following of "spooky bitches" amounting to an incredibly strong
63k downloads per episode and 728k backlist downloads every month in the US
alone. With candor, humor, interviews with experts, research on real-life cases,
and an unflinching dissection of what makes a killer tick, Bala and Maguire take
us through the societal, behavioral, and cultural phenomena that make victims -and their murderers -- our collective responsibility and to find out once and for all:
what makes a killer tick?
In order to design a building with a sensuous connection to life, one must think in
a way that goes far beyond form and construction. In these essays Peter
Zumthor expresses his motivation in designing&buildings, which speak to our
emotions&and understanding in so many ways, and possess a powerful and
unmistakable presence and personality. This book, whose first edition has been
out of print for years, has been expanded to include three new essays: "Does
Beauty Have a Form?,?? "The Magic of the Real,?? and "Light in the
Landscape.??? It has&been freshly illustrated throughout with new color
photographs of Zumthor??'s new home and studio in Haldenstein, taken specially
for this edition by Laura Padgett, &and received a new typography by Hannele
Gr??nlund.&
This complete guide to building your own home covers every step of the process.
It includes advice on: how to select land ; design guidelines; the roles of
professional consultants ; how to deal with the workings of control authorities ;
preparing working drawings ;who's who of subcontracting and supply industries.
Includes in detail the practical steps that owner-builders need to take to ensure
their building meets the aims of local regulations in environmental efficiency. Also
included are detailed drawings showing how all the components are assembled
to achieve the home of your dreams.
A "smoothly written and fair-minded" (Wall Street Journal) biography of architect
Philip Johnson--a finalist for the National Book Critic's Circle Award When Philip
Johnson died in 2005 at the age of 98, he was still one of the most
recognizable--and influential--figures on the American cultural landscape. The
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first recipient of the Pritzker Prize and MoMA's founding architectural curator,
Johnson made his mark as one of America's leading architects with his famous
Glass House in New Caanan, CT, and his controversial AT&T Building in NYC,
among many others in nearly every city in the country--but his most natural role
was as a consummate power broker and shaper of public opinion. Johnson
introduced European modernism--the sleek, glass-and-steel architecture that
now dominates our cities--to America, and mentored generations of architects,
designers, and artists to follow. He defined the era of "starchitecture" with its
flamboyant buildings and celebrity designers who esteemed aesthetics and style
above all other concerns. But Johnson was also a man of deep paradoxes: he
was a Nazi sympathizer, a designer of synagogues, an enfant terrible into his old
age, a populist, and a snob. His clients ranged from the Rockefellers to
televangelists to Donald Trump. Award-winning architectural critic and biographer
Mark Lamster's The Man in the Glass House lifts the veil on Johnson's
controversial and endlessly contradictory life to tell the story of a charming yet
deeply flawed man. A rollercoaster tale of the perils of wealth, privilege, and
ambition, this book probes the dynamics of American culture that made him so
powerful, and tells the story of the built environment in modern America.
Christoper Alexander's always controversial work raises issues critical to
regenerating the environment and creating a new culture for building--and
rebuilding--our cities, neighborhoods, buildings, and gardens. Demonstrates the
application of Alexander's theories and methods to a large-scale project and
shows how architecture can bring life to a community. The creative processes
described in the book are for anyone who designs, builds, shapes, repairs, or
otherwise modifies the built environment.
This introductory volume to Alexander's other works, A Pattern of Language and
The Oregon Experiment, explains concepts fundamental to his original
approaches to the theory and application of architecture
The Pritzker-winning architect outlines the creative process he employs while designing the
atmosphere of his houses, describing in nine short and self-observant chapters his efforts to
instill a feeling of harmonious presence into his environments.
This book “Pattern Theory” summarizes the work of an important contemporary thinker, the
architect and systems theorist Christopher Alexander, an emeritus professor at the University
of Berkeley, California. In 1979 one of his books, "A Pattern Language", an 1100-page-essay
on architecture and human life, became a non-fiction best seller that attracted half a million
readers and continues to inspire people from many disciplines. The still broader four-volume
essay "The Nature of Order" was published 2002-2004 as magnum opus. The life work of
Alexander is outstanding. He develops a general theory of living systems, a systems theory
based on the concepts center, wholeness and transformation by using design patterns and
pattern languages as parts of the method. There is a whole new cosmos of thinking with
astonishing bandwidth: Alexander suggests a new scientific paradigm that stands in opposition
to the traditional causal mechanistic paradigm of natural science – and he offers a new
knowledge format as a way to enable people and support their participation in design
processes.Alexander's theories have already proven useful in education, organizational
development, permaculture, and in software the design patterns have even become
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mainstream. Many disciplines are about to follow in this development. Pattern theory allows us
to change our thinking, to rethink our world and to move towards a fairer society. This leads to
more participation and higher sustainability. Alexander's concepts form a mental toolbox for
societal change and innovation.
Suggests a new approach to urban design in which cities grow more organically, provides a set
of seven basic principles, and offers an experimental redesign of a section of San Francisco
Building a successful product usually involves teams of people, and many choose the Scrum
approach to aid in creating products that deliver the highest possible value. Implementing
Scrum gives teams a collection of powerful ideas they can assemble to fit their needs and
meet their goals. The ninety-four patterns contained within are elaborated nuggets of insight
into Scrumâ€™s building blocks, how they work, and how to use them. They offer novices a
roadmap for starting from scratch, yet they help intermediate practitioners fine-tune or fortify
their Scrum implementations. Experienced practitioners can use the patterns and supporting
explanations to get a better understanding of how the parts of Scrum complement each other
to solve common problems in product development. The patterns are written in the well-known
Alexandrian form, whose roots in architecture and design have enjoyed broad application in
the software world. The form organizes each pattern so you can navigate directly to
organizational design tradeoffs or jump to the solution or rationale that makes the solution
work. The patterns flow together naturally through the context sections at their beginning and
end. Learn everything you need to know to master and implement Scrum one step at a
timeâ€”the agile way.
As an innovative thinker about building and planning, Christopher Alexander has attracted a
devoted following. His seminal books--The Timeless Way of Building, A Pattern Language, and
The Oregon Experiment--defined a radical and fundamently new process of environmental
design. Alexander now gives us the latest book in his series--a book that puts his theories to
the test and shows what sort of production system can create the kind of environment he has
envisioned. The Production of Houses centers around a group of buildings which Alexander
and his associates built in 1976 in northern Mexico. Each house is different and the book
explains how each family helped to lay out and construct its own home according to the
family's own needs and in the framework of the pattern language. Numerous diagrams and
tables as well as a variety of anecdotes make the day-today process clear. The Mexican
project, however, is only the starting point for a comprehensive theory of housing production.
The Production of Houses describes seven principles which apply to any system of production
in any part of the world for housing of any cost in any climate or culture or at any density. In the
last part of the book, "The Shift of Paradigm," Alexander describes, in detail, the devastating
nature of the revolution in world view which is contained in his proposal for housing
construction, and its overall implications for deep-seated cultural change.
Details the master architectural design plan currently being implemented at the University of
Oregon, illustrating the participation of all members of a small community in the designing of
their own environment
"These notes are about the process of design: the process of inventing things which display
new physical order, organization, form, in response to function." This book, opening with these
words, presents an entirely new theory of the process of design. In the first part of the book,
Christopher Alexander discusses the process by which a form is adapted to the context of
human needs and demands that has called it into being. He shows that such an adaptive
process will be successful only if it proceeds piecemeal instead of all at once. It is for this
reason that forms from traditional un-self-conscious cultures, molded not by designers but by
the slow pattern of changes within tradition, are so beautifully organized and adapted. When
the designer, in our own self-conscious culture, is called on to create a form that is adapted to
its context he is unsuccessful, because the preconceived categories out of which he builds his
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picture of the problem do not correspond to the inherent components of the problem, and
therefore lead only to the arbitrariness, willfulness, and lack of understanding which plague the
design of modern buildings and modern cities. In the second part, Mr. Alexander presents a
method by which the designer may bring his full creative imagination into play, and yet avoid
the traps of irrelevant preconception. He shows that, whenever a problem is stated, it is
possible to ignore existing concepts and to create new concepts, out of the structure of the
problem itself, which do correspond correctly to what he calls the subsystems of the adaptive
process. By treating each of these subsystems as a separate subproblem, the designer can
translate the new concepts into form. The form, because of the process, will be well-adapted to
its context, non-arbitrary, and correct. The mathematics underlying this method, based mainly
on set theory, is fully developed in a long appendix. Another appendix demonstrates the
application of the method to the design of an Indian village.
A new model for social change, integrating theory and practice, that shows how information
and communication can be used to address urgent social and environmental problems
collaboratively. In recent decades we have witnessed the creation of a communication system
that promises unparalleled connectedness. And yet the optimistic dreams of Internet-enabled
engagement and empowerment have faded in the face of widespread Internet
commercialization. In Liberating Voices, Douglas Schuler urges us to unleash our collective
creativity--social as well as technological--and develop the communication systems that are
truly needed. Inspired by the vision and framework outlined in Christopher Alexander's classic
1977 book, A Pattern Language, Schuler presents a pattern language containing 136 patterns
designed to meet these challenges. Using this approach, Schuler proposes a new model of
social change that integrates theory and practice by showing how information and
communication (whether face-to-face, broadcast, or Internet-based) can be used to address
urgent social and environmental problems collaboratively. Each of the patterns that form the
pattern language (which was developed collaboratively with nearly 100 contributors) is
presented consistently; each describes a problem and its context, a discussion, and a solution.
The pattern language begins with the most general patterns ("Theory") and proceeds to the
most specific ("Tactics"). Each pattern is a template for research as well as action and is linked
to other patterns, thus forming a single coherent whole. Readers will find Liberating Voices an
intriguing and informative catalog of contemporary intellectual, social, and technological
innovations, a practical manual for citizen activism, and a compelling manifesto for creating a
more intelligent, sustainable, and equitable world.
A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, Second Edition, paints a
richly nuanced and strikingly original portrait of the last two centuries of Japanese history. It
takes students from the days of the shogunate--the feudal overlordship of the Tokugawa
family--through the modernizing revolution launched by midlevel samurai in the late nineteenth
century; the adoption of Western hairstyles, clothing, and military organization; and the nation's
first experiments with mass democracy after World War I. Author Andrew Gordon offers the
finest synthesis to date of Japan's passage through militarism, World War II, the American
occupation, and the subsequent economic rollercoaster. The true ingenuity and value of
Gordon's approach lies in his close attention to the non-elite layers of society. Here students
will see the influence of outside ideas, products, and culture on home life, labor unions, political
parties, gender relations, and popular entertainment. The book examines Japan's struggles to
define the meaning of its modernization, from villages and urban neighborhoods, to factory
floors and middle managers' offices, to the imperial court. Most importantly, it illuminates the
interconnectedness of Japanese developments with world history, demonstrating how Japan's
historical passage represents a variation of a process experienced by many nations and
showing how the Japanese narrative forms one part of the interwoven fabric of modern history.
This second edition incorporates increased coverage of both Japan's role within East
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Asia--particularly with China, Korea, and Manchuria--as well as expanded discussions of
cultural and intellectual history. With a sustained focus on setting modern Japan in a
comparative and global context, A Modern History of Japan, Second Edition, is ideal for
undergraduate courses in modern Japanese history, Japanese politics, Japanese society, or
Japanese culture.
Clearly written and profusely illustrated, this text brings the timeless lessons of residential
design to homeowners who seek inspiration and direction. Insightful tours of 33 homes bring
essential design concepts to life. 300 color photos. 50 illustrations.
Once upon a time, two brothers wished to preserve their German folklore in a collection of
tales that they believed had been handed down for generations. When they began in 1812 they
had just 86 stories that rather harshly reflected the difficult life of European peasantry.
Subsequent editions would grow to hold over 200 tales. As time passed, the Brothers Grimm
found that their collection of fairy tales, with all of its royalty, magical creatures, and brave
adventures, entranced those who read them. This compilation of fairy tales which includes the
complete canon of over 200 tales has become a beloved set of classical stories the world over.
Presented here in this edition is the faithful translation of Margaret Hunt.
Robert Hughes once described Michael Sorkin as “unique in America––brave, principled,
highly informed and fiercely funny.” All Over the Map confirms all of these superlatives as
Sorkin assaults “the national security city, with its architecture of manufactured fear.”
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