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"A brilliant young scholar's history of 175 years of teaching in America shows that
teachers have always borne the brunt of shifting, often impossible expectations.
In other nations, public schools are one thread in a quilt that includes free
universal child care, health care, and job training. Here, schools are the whole
cloth. Today we look around the world at countries like Finland and South Korea,
whose students consistently outscore Americans on standardized tests, and
wonder what we are doing wrong. Dana Goldstein first asks the often-forgotten
question: "How did we get here?" She argues that we must take the historical
perspective, understanding the political and cultural baggage that is tied to
teaching, if we have any hope of positive change. In her lively, character-driven
history of public teaching, Goldstein guides us through American education's
many passages, including the feminization of teaching in the 1800s and the
fateful growth of unions, and shows that the battles fought over nearly two
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centuries echo the very dilemmas we cope with today. Goldstein shows that
recent innovations like Teach for America, merit pay, and teacher evaluation via
student testing are actually as old as public schools themselves. Goldstein
argues that long-festering ambivalence about teachers--are they civil servants or
academic professionals?--and unrealistic expectations that the schools alone
should compensate for poverty's ills have driven the most ambitious people from
becoming teachers and sticking with it. In America's past, and in local innovations
that promote the professionalization of the teaching corps, Goldstein finds
answers to an age-old problem"-Explores why reformers from both the left and right have repeatedly placed such
high hopes in these reforms and why teachers and schools have been unable to
resist these external reformers.
An open letter to the American people.
Americans are increasingly alarmed over our nation's educational deficiencies.
Though anxieties about schooling are unending, especially with public
institutions, these problems are more complex than institutional failure.
Expenditures for education have exploded, and far exceed inflation and the rising
costs of health care, but academic achievement remains flat. Many students are
unable to graduate from high school, let alone obtain a college degree. And if
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they do make it to college, they are often forced into remedial courses. Why,
despite this fiscal extravagance, are educational disappointments so
widespread? In Bad Students, Not Bad Schools, Robert Weissberg argues that
the answer is something everybody knows to be true but is afraid to say in public
America's educational woes too often reflect the demographic mix of students.
Schools today are filled with millions of youngsters, too many of whom struggle
with the English language or simply have mediocre intellectual ability. Their
lackluster performances are probably impervious to the current reform
prescriptions regardless of the remedy's ideological derivation. Making matters
worse, retention of students in school is embraced as a philosophy even if it
impedes the learning of other students. Weissberg argues that most of America's
educational woes would vanish if indifferent, troublesome students were
permitted to leave when they had absorbed as much as they could learn; they
would quickly be replaced by learning-hungry students, including many new
immigrants from other countries. American education survives since we import
highly intelligent, technically skillful foreigners just as we import oil, but this may
not last forever. When educational establishments get serious about world-class
mathematics and science, and permit serious students to learn, problems will
dissolve. Rewarding the smartest, not spending fortunes in a futile quest to uplift
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the bottom, should become official policy. This book is a bracing reminder of the
risks of political manipulation of education and argues that the measure of policy
should be academic achievment.
“The education wars have been demoralizing for teachers. . . . After the
Education Wars helps us to see a better way forward.” —Cathy N. Davidson, The
New York Times Book Review “After the Education Wars is an important book
that points the way to genuine reform.” —Diane Ravitch, author of Reign of Error
and The Death and Life of the Great American School System A bestselling
business journalist critiques the top-down approach of popular education reforms
and profiles the unexpected success of schools embracing a nimbler, more
democratic entrepreneurialism In an entirely fresh take on school reform,
business journalist and bestselling author Andrea Gabor argues that Bill Gates,
Eli Broad, and other leaders of the prevailing education-reform movement have
borrowed all the wrong lessons from the business world. After the Education
Wars explains how the market-based measures and carrot-and-stick incentives
informing today’s reforms are out of sync with the nurturing culture that good
schools foster and—contrary to popular belief—at odds with the best practices of
thriving twenty-first-century companies as well. These rich, detailed stories of real
reform in action illustrate how enduring change must be deeply collaborative and
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relentlessly focused on improvement from the grass roots up—lessons also
learned from both the open-source software and quality movements. The good
news is that solutions born of this philosophy are all around us: from Brockton,
Massachusetts, where the state’s once-failing largest high school now sends
most graduates to college, to Leander, Texas, a large district where school
improvement, spurred by the ideas of quality guru W. Edwards Deming, has
become a way of life. A welcome exception to the doom-and-gloom canon of
education reform, After the Education Wars makes clear that what’s needed is
not more grand ideas, but practical and informed ways to grow the best ones that
are already transforming schools.
Education reform has become part of a political imperative in a number of
developed countries, including the USA, Japan and the UK. This book questions
why this reconstruction occurred at the same time in different places and asks,
what common themes are emerging in the restructuring movement?
This special issue examines the underlying assumptions of the "A Nation At Risk" report, the
context within which the Commission's work was situated, and the effects of the report in
improving teaching and learning, as well as the performance of the public educational system.
The purpose is to address three broad questions: Was America's education system really
putting the nation at risk in the early 1980s? What is the legacy of "A Nation At Risk"? Given
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our current knowledge
on education
and human
development, the report's overall concern is
restated: What risks and opportunities lay before the nation today, and how will they affect the
notion of a "learning society" and our public education system? Taken as a whole, the seven
articles address the three broad issues identified regarding the past, current, and future of
educational reform in the United States.
Inside the race to save a great American high school, where making the numbers is only the
beginning Being principal was never her dream. Anabel Garza, the young widow of a young
cop, got by teaching English to immigrant children, taking college classes at night and raising
her son. And Reagan High was no dream assignment. Once famous for its state football
championships, educational achievements and award-winning design, the school was a
shadow of its former self. “Identified for improvement,” said the federal government.
“Academically unacceptable,” said the state. Promising students were fleeing. Test scores
were plunging. The education commissioner set a deadline of one year, threatening to close
the school for good. But when Anabel took the job - cruising the mall for dropouts, tailoring
lessons to the tests, firing a few lazy teachers and supporting the rest – she started something
no one expected. As the numbers rose, she set out to re-create the high school she
remembered, with plays and dances, yearbooks and clubs, crowded bleachers and teachers
who brought books alive. And soon she was not alone. There was Derrick Davis, a star player
on the basketball team in the early 1990s, coaching the Raiders toward a chance at the
playoffs. There was Candice Kaiser, a science teacher who had left hard partying behind for
Christ, drilling her students on chemistry while she drove them to games, tutoring sessions,
Bible studies and sometimes even doctors’ appointments. There were JaQuarius Daniels,
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pass the exams, escape the streets and restore the
pride of a neighborhood, all while still growing up. Across the country, public schools face the
threat of extinction in the numerically ordained churn of the accountability movement. Now, for
the first time, we can tally the human cost of rankings and scores. In this powerful rejoinder to
the prevailing winds of American education policy, Michael Brick takes us inside the highpressure world of a school on the brink. Compelling, character-driven narrative journalism,
Saving the School pays overdue tribute to the great American high school, and to the people
inside.
The well-being of this nation's education system is dependent upon past and future reform
efforts. This book provides policy makers and educators with an overview of brewing reform in
education and provides solutions for reaching certain outcomes.
The authors provide a thought-provoking vision of the new paradigm, including a new brainbased pedagogy, a new professional role for teachers, a new central role for technology, and
even a new more empowered role for students and parents.
Offers specific ideas for improving the nation's schools
From one of the foremost authorities on education in the United States, former U.S. assistant
secretary of education, “whistle-blower extraordinaire” (The Wall Street Journal), author of the
best-selling The Death and Life of the Great American School System (“Important and
riveting”—Library Journal), The Language Police (“Impassioned . . . Fiercely argued . . . Every
bit as alarming as it is illuminating”—The New York Times), and other notable books on
education history and policy—an incisive, comprehensive look at today’s American school
system that argues against those who claim it is broken and beyond repair; an impassioned
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but reasoned call
stop the privatization
that is draining students and funding from
our public schools. ?In Reign of Error, Diane Ravitch argues that the crisis in American
education is not a crisis of academic achievement but a concerted effort to destroy public
schools in this country. She makes clear that, contrary to the claims being made, public school
test scores and graduation rates are the highest they’ve ever been, and dropout rates are at
their lowest point. ?She argues that federal programs such as George W. Bush’s No Child Left
Behind and Barack Obama’s Race to the Top set unreasonable targets for American students,
punish schools, and result in teachers being fired if their students underperform, unfairly
branding those educators as failures. She warns that major foundations, individual billionaires,
and Wall Street hedge fund managers are encouraging the privatization of public education,
some for idealistic reasons, others for profit. Many who work with equity funds are eyeing
public education as an emerging market for investors. ?Reign of Error begins where The Death
and Life of the Great American School System left off, providing a deeper argument against
privatization and for public education, and in a chapter-by-chapter breakdown, putting forth a
plan for what can be done to preserve and improve it. She makes clear what is right about U.S.
education, how policy makers are failing to address the root causes of educational failure, and
how we can fix it. ?For Ravitch, public school education is about knowledge, about learning,
about developing character, and about creating citizens for our society. It’s about helping to
inspire independent thinkers, not just honing job skills or preparing people for college. Public
school education is essential to our democracy, and its aim, since the founding of this country,
has been to educate citizens who will help carry democracy into the future.

The first report from a study of high schools.
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"Moe and2 Chubb have delivered a truly stunning book,
rich with the prospect of how technology is already revolutionizing learning in
communities from Midland, Pennsylvania to Gurgaon, India. At the same time, this is a
sobering telling of the realpolitik of education, a battle in which the status quo is well
defended. But most of all, this book is a call to action, a call to unleash the power of
technological innovation to create an education system worthy of our aspirations and
our childrens' dreams." —Ted Mitchell, CEO of the New Schools Venture Fund "As long
as we continue to educate students without regard for the way the real world works, we
will continue to limit their choices. In Liberating Learning, Terry Moe and John Chubb
push us to ask the questions we should be asking, to have the hard conversations
about how far technology can go to advance student achievement in this country."
—Michelle Rhee, Chancellor of Education for the Washington, D.C. schools "A brilliant
analysis of how technology is destined to transform America's schools for the better:
not simply by generating new ways of learning, but also—and surprisingly—by unleashing
forces that weaken its political opponents and open up the political process to
educational change. A provocative, entirely novel vision of the future of American
education." —Rick Hanushek, the Paul and Jean Hanna Senior Fellow at the Hoover
Institution, Stanford University "Terry Moe and John Chubb, two long-time, astute
observers of educational reform, see technology as the way to reverse decades of
failed efforts. Technology will facilitate significantly more individualized student
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perhaps
most importantly,
the entrenched adult interests to block the reforms that are right for our kids. This is a
provocative, informative and, ultimately, optimistic read, something we badly need in
public education." —Joel Klein, Chancellor of the New York City schools
"The dramatic and compelling story of the transformation of America during the last fifty
years, told through a handful of families in one suburban county in Virginia that has
been utterly changed by recent immigration. In the fifty years since the 1965
Immigration and Nationality Act, the foreign-born population of the United States has
tripled. Significantly, these immigrants are not coming from Europe, as was the case
before 1965, but from all corners of the globe. Today non-European immigration is
ninety percent of the total immigration to the US. Americans today are vastly more
diverse than ever. They look different, speak different languages, practice different
religions, eat different foods, and enjoy different cultures. In 1950, Fairfax County,
Virginia, was ninety percent white, ten percent African-American, with a little more than
one hundred families who were 'other.' Currently the African-American percentage of
the population is about the same, but the Anglo white population is less than fifty
percent, and there are families of Asian, African, Middle Eastern, and Latin American
origin living all over the county. A Nation of Nations follows the lives of a few immigrants
to Fairfax County over recent decades as they gradually 'Americanize.' Hailing from
Korea, Bolivia, and Libya, these families have stories that illustrate common immigrant
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themes: friction
minorities,
economic
competition and entrepreneurship, and
racial and cultural stereotyping. It's been half a century since the 1965 Immigration and
Nationality Act changed the landscape of America, and no book has assessed the
impact or importance of this law as this one does, with its brilliant combination of
personal stories and larger demographic and political issues."--Publisher information.
A Nation of Sheep Will Believe a Trump” is a powerful book that examines the political
IQ of American voters. It analyzes how and why a certain part of the country's
population has developed a Sheep Mentality and has lost its critical thinking ability,
which allows them to be easily misled by manipulative social media so that they live in
an airtight sealed bubble of false information which is devoid of any reality In the book,
“A Nation of Sheep Will Believe a Trump” the author Arun K. Govil enumerates many
reasons including The Dunning Kruger effect, which was named after psychologists
Justin Kruger and David Dunning, for why sheep mentality people are more susceptible
to be influenced by certain news outlets, fake social media posts and racially divisive
rhetoric. Based on research, he explains that many such people have a blind spot that
makes them overestimate their knowledge, especially in those areas which are alien to
them. They believe false narratives and conspiracy theories and feel that they are
armed with the best of knowledge and can argue with anyone about it. In fact, they are
either misinformed or under-informed about the problems around them and are
unaware of it due to the blind spot. These Sheep mentality people are willing to deny
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what the rest of
country calls
reality.2A Nation of Sheep Will Believe a Trump
analyzes the disparity in political knowledge of American voters and depicts that the
current US constitution is of no help against the dangers posed to American democracy
by ignorant voters and politicians.
Examining the evolution of four immigration models in the US, this book traces the
historical roots of current policy debates.
Ginsberg argues that in the effort to reduce the achievement gap and mitigate the
pejorative label of ‘at-risk,’ we are in danger of eliminating risk from education entirely.
This is especially the case in urban schools with large numbers of poor and minority
students. Ginsberg explores alternative approaches to student achievement at four
dynamic Philadelphia public schools.
“This book merits every American’s serious consideration” (Vice President Joe Biden):
from the Secretary of Education under President Obama, an exposé of the status quo
that helps maintain a broken system at the expense of our kids’ education, and
threatens our nation’s future. “Education runs on lies. That’s probably not what you’d
expect from a former Secretary of Education, but it’s the truth.” So opens Arne
Duncan’s How Schools Work, although the title could just as easily be How American
Schools Work for Some, Not for Others, and Only Now and Then for Kids. Drawing on
nearly three decades in education—from his mother’s after-school program on
Chicago’s South Side to his tenure as Secretary of Education in Washington, DC—How
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every turn: gangbangers in Chicago housing projects, parents who call him racist,
teachers who insist they can’t help poor kids, unions that refuse to modernize, Tea
Partiers who call him an autocrat, affluent white progressive moms who hate yearly
tests, and even the NRA, which once labeled Arne the “most extreme anti-gun member
of President Obama’s Cabinet.” Going to a child’s funeral every couple of weeks, as
he did when he worked in Chicago, will do that to a person. How Schools Work
exposes the lies that have caused American kids to fall behind their international peers,
from early childhood all the way to college graduation rates. But it also identifies what
really does make a school work. “As insightful as it is inspiring” (Washington Book
Review), How Schools Work will embolden parents, teachers, voters, and even
students to demand more of our public schools. If America is going to be great, then we
can accept nothing less.
Prior to the Civil War, the United States did not have a single, national currency.
Counterfeiters flourished amid this anarchy, putting vast quantities of bogus bills into
circulation. Their success, Mihm reveals, is more than an entertaining tale of criminal
enterprise: it is the story of the rise of a country defined by freewheeling capitalism and
little government control. Mihm shows how eventually the older monetary system was
dismantled, along with the counterfeit economy it sustained.
Test scores are the go-to metric of policy makers and anxious parents looking to place
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their children in
best schools.
Yet standardized
tests are a poor way to measure
school performance. Using the diverse urban school district of Somerville MA as a case
study, Jack Schneider’s team developed a new framework to assess educational
effectiveness.
This book examines reform in American education over the past fifty years and against
this backdrop presents a compelling analysis of why contemporary voucher plans and
charter schools have yet to fulfill the expectations of their advocates. It is the only book
to date to attempt a comprehensive synthesis and analysis of the emerging research
base on vouchers and charter schools. Suitable for courses in school policy, school
reform, school leadership, or educational issues, it will also be of interest to anyone
(parents, teachers, policymakers) directly involved with the charter school movement.
Key features of this timely new book include the following: * A Historical
Perspective--The early chapters look at American educational reform over the past fifty
years and analyze why these efforts have fallen short of their goals. * Student
Achievement--Chapter 3 provides an insightful assessment of American students'
school achievement from 1970 to the present and, in the process, counters the widely
held myth that, overall, student achievement has deteriorated. * Voucher Plans and
Charter Schools--Chapter 4 looks specifically at choice and vouchers in American
education while chapters 5-7 provide a comprehensive and balanced examination of
the charter school movement. * Policy Recommendations--The book concludes with
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to balance the educational needs of children
and youth against the rights of schools to experiment. Suggestions for developing
broader coalitions to support public education, particularly in the inner cities, are also
offered.
A Nation at RiskThe Imperative for Educational Reform : a Report to the Nation and the
Secretary of Education, United States Department of Education
"When A nation at risk was published 20 years ago, it was seen as something of the
Peyton Place of education reports: it stunned the establishment, readers threw up their
hands and proclaimed themselves shocked by it, but no one could tear themselves
away from reading it. Now, on the 20th anniversary of the original report, the Koret Task
Force tells a no less compelling story."--Quatrième de couverture.

The School Reform Landscape Reloaded: More Fear, Myths, and Lies peels
back the curtain of school reform to examine the tensions that exist between the
democratic and equitable system of public education and the emerging dual
system based on elite interests aimed at profit-making and decreasing education
equity. The author takes in-depth and controversial look at school reform since
the launch of Sputnik I. Education reform events, proposals, and policies are
examined through the lens of progressivist philosophy and critical social theory.
Some of the issues and policies critiqued include the neoliberal corporate
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influence on education, the Sputnik myth, A Nation At Risk, standardization,
charter schools, and other relevant topics. The author provides an evidencebased view of the free-market reform ideas and he pierces the veil of the new
reform policies to find that they are not built upon empirical evidence, but instead
rest solidly on foundations of myth, fear, and lies. Ideas for a new set of reform
policies, based on empirical evidence and supportive of a unitary, equitable, and
democratic system of education are presented.
Annotation The complete memoirs of UC President Emeritus, David P. Gardner,
who led UC 1983-1992. This book includes his years as Asst to Chancellor of
UCSB, his presidency of University of Utah, and his service on the Nat'l.
Commission on Excellence in Education, which produced the famous report "A
Nation at Risk."
Presents the report "A Nation at Risk: The Imperative for Educational Reform,"
provided by the National Commission on Excellence in Education. Includes
findings and recommendations about the U.S. educational system. Lists
members of the Commission and includes the Commission's charter and a
schedule of its events. Contains commissioned papers, hearing testimony, and
other presentations to the Commission. Offers information on notable programs
and lists acknowledgments. Provides information on ordering the printed version
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and offers access to an ASCII version of the document for downloading. Links to
the U.S. Department of Education home page and related publications.
Distinguished historian and policy analyst Maris Vinovskis examines federal K-12
education policies, beginning with the publication of A Nation at Risk and
focusing on the National Education Goals, America 2000, Goals 2000, and No
Child Left Behind. In addition to discussing key policy debates, he also addresses
the practical aspects of implementing and evaluating school and classroom
reforms, drawing on his unique experiences working in the Department of
Education during both the George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton administrations.
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