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In his controversial 1973 book, Is God a White Racist?, William R. Jones sharply
criticized black theologians for their agnostic approach to black suffering, noting
that the doctrine of an ominibenevolent God poses very significant problems for a
perennially oppressed community. He proposed a 'humanocentric theism' which
denies God's sovereignty over human history and imputes autonomous agency
to humans. By rendering humans alone responsible for moral evil, Jones's
theology freed blacks to revolt against the evil of oppression without revolting
against God. Sherman Jackson now places Jones's argument in conversation
with the classical schools of Islamic theology. The problem confronting the black
community is not simply proving that God exists, says Jackson. The problem,
rather, is establishing that God cares. No religious expression that fails to tackle
the problem of black suffering can hope to enjoy a durable tenure in the black
community. For the Muslim, therefore, it is essential to find a Quranic/Islamic
grounding for the protest-oriented agenda of black religion. That is the task
Jackson undertakes in this pathbreaking work. Jackson's previous book, Islam
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and the Blackamerican (OUP 2006) laid the groundwork for this ambitious
project. Its sequel, Islam and the Problem of Black Suffering, will solidify
Jackson's reputation as the foremost theologian of the black American Islamic
movement.
For the world's one billion Muslims, Jesus is a prophet. A highly respected
prophet, but one of many throughout history. For Christians, Jesus is more than a
prophet. He alone is God incarnate, Lord and Savior. And therein lies the most
profound difference between the two faiths. Based upon the authors' extensive
dialogues and debates with skeptical, angry, and interested Muslims, liberal
Christians, and mainstream journalists, More Than a Prophet answers nearly 150
questions about Islamic and Christian faith. Sympathetic to Muslim concerns yet
uncompromising in its portrayal of historic Christian truth, More Than a Prophet is
an indispensable handbook for Christians who want to share their faith with
sensitivity and intellectual honesty. It is also a helpful introductory resource for
those seeking to understand Jesus. - Back cover.
This book presents an intellectual history of today’s Muslim world, surveying
contemporary Muslim thinking in its various manifestations, addressing a variety
of themes that impact on the lives of present-day Muslims. Focusing on the
period from roughly the late 1960s to the first decade of the twenty-first century,
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the book is global in its approach and offers an overview of different strands of
thought and trends in the development of new ideas, distinguishing between
traditional, reactionary, and progressive approaches. It presents a variety of
themes and issues including: The continuing relevance of the legacy of traditional
Islamic learning as well as the use of reason; the centrality of the Qur’an; the
spiritual concerns of contemporary Muslims; political thought regarding secularity,
statehood, and governance; legal and ethical debates; related current issues like
human rights, gender equality, and religious plurality; as well as globalization,
ecology and the environment, bioethics, and life sciences. An alternative account
of Islam and the Muslim world today, counterbalancing narratives that emphasise
politics and confrontations with the West, this book is an essential resource for
students and scholars of Islam.
The God Delusion caused a sensation when it was published in 2006. Within
weeks it became the most hotly debated topic, with Dawkins himself branded as
either saint or sinner for presenting his hard-hitting, impassioned rebuttal of
religion of all types. His argument could hardly be more topical. While Europe is
becoming increasingly secularized, the rise of religious fundamentalism, whether
in the Middle East or Middle America, is dramatically and dangerously dividing
opinion around the world. In America, and elsewhere, a vigorous dispute
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between 'intelligent design' and Darwinism is seriously undermining and
restricting the teaching of science. In many countries religious dogma from
medieval times still serves to abuse basic human rights such as women's and
gay rights. And all from a belief in a God whose existence lacks evidence of any
kind. Dawkins attacks God in all his forms. He eviscerates the major arguments
for religion and demonstrates the supreme improbability of a supreme being. He
shows how religion fuels war, foments bigotry and abuses children. The God
Delusion is a brilliantly argued, fascinating polemic that will be required reading
for anyone interested in this most emotional and important subject.
In 1105, six years after the first crusaders from Europe conquered Jerusalem, a
Damascene Muslim jurisprudent named ’Ali ibn Tahir al-Sulami (d. 1106) publicly
dictated an extended call to the military jihad (holy war) against the European
invaders. Entitled Kitab al-Jihad (The Book of the Jihad), al-Sulami’s work both
summoned his Muslim brethren to the jihad and instructed them in the manner in
which it ought to be conducted, covering topics as diverse as who should fight
and be fought, treatment of prisoners and plunder, and the need for participants
to fight their own inner sinfulness before turning their efforts against the enemy.
Al-Sulami’s text is vital for a complete understanding of the Muslim reaction to
the crusades, providing the reader with the first contemporary record of Muslim
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preaching against the crusaders. However, until recently only a small part of the
text has been studied by modern scholars, as it has remained for the most part
an unedited manuscript. In this book Niall Christie provides a complete edition
and the first full English translation of the extant sections (parts 2, 8, 9 and 12) of
the manuscript of al-Sulami’s work, making it fully available to modern readers
for the first time. These are accompanied by an introductory study exploring the
techniques that the author uses to motivate his audience, the precedents that
influenced his work, and possible directions for future study of the text. In
addition, an appendix provides translations of jihad sermons by Ibn Nubata alFariqi (d. 985), a preacher from Asia Minor whose rhetorical style was highly
influential in the development of al-Sulami’s work.
The problem of evil has vexed for centuries: is pain and suffering in the world
consistent with the existence of God? Theodicy attempts to demonstrate or
explain why the answer could be ‘yes’. Some think that the problem of evil was
solved a long time ago, but theodicy in the 21st-century has thus far produced
novel approaches, uncovered new dilemmas, juxtaposed itself with other
philosophical and religious fields, listened to new voices, and has even been
explored through uncommon methodologies. This is a new era of, and for,
theodicy. Though never removed from the logical problem of evil, theodicy at
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least in the near future will generate unique arguments related to the
phenomenology of lived suffering, modal claims across worlds, the possibility of
ameliorative analysis, narrative theodicy, and standpoint difficulties in generating
theodical discourse. This special issue is dedicated to extending the platform for
clear and interesting perspectives on new dimensions of theodicy, and in
reclaiming perspectives on the problem of evil that have been largely ignored in
philosophy of religion.
What happens when authorities you venerate condone something you know is
wrong? Every major religion and philosophy once condoned or approved of
slavery, but in modern times nothing is seen as more evil. Americans confront
this crisis of authority when they erect statues of Founding Fathers who slept with
their slaves. And Muslims faced it when ISIS revived sex-slavery, justifying it with
verses from the Quran and the practice of Muhammad. Exploring the moral and
ultimately theological problem of slavery, Jonathan A.C. Brown traces how the
Christian, Jewish and Islamic traditions have tried to reconcile modern moral
certainties with the infallibility of God’s message. He lays out how Islam viewed
slavery in theory, and the reality of how it was practiced across Islamic
civilization. Finally, Brown carefully examines arguments put forward by Muslims
for the abolition of slavery.
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There are two stories here. One is the now legendary tale of a defiant Jew's
refusal to abandon God, even in the face of the greatest suffering the world has
known, a testament of faith that has taken on an unpredictable and fascinating
life of its own and has often been thought to be a direct testament from the
Holocaust. The parallel story is that of Zvi Kolitz, the true author, whose
connection to Yosl Rakover has been obscured over the fifty years since its
original appearance. German journalist Paul Badde tells how a young man came
to write this classic response to evil, and then was nearly written out of its history.
With brief commentaries by French philosopher Emmanuel Levinas and Leon
Wieseltier, author of Kaddish, this edition presents a religious classic and the
very human story behind it.
Do Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, Jews, and Muslims tend to experience pain in
fundamentally different ways? Are suffering and human evil equally difficult
problems in these particular religious traditions? How is each person to deal with
or overcome suffering? In Evil and Suffering, acknowledged experts in each
religion offer clear answers to these and similar questions. Through their
discussions, the history and diversity of the traditions are also revealed. In this
volume, editor Jacob Neusner address the topic from the standpoint of Judaism,
Bruce Chilton presents the perspective of Christianity. Jonathan Brockopp
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discusses Islam, Brian K. Smith presents Hinduism, and Charles Hallisley
discusses Buddhism.
This book provided by Islamkotob.com as public domain book to share Islamic
knowledge.If you have benefited from the book please donate to the publisher
using Bitcoin 1KabbwfAuLBCRYD8xGQkEvUkXCbpzBgvdR If you have any
comments on published book contact info [at] islamkotob.com
In each of the 12 succinct chapters, Christian Troll deals with one of the
questions Muslims ask Christians most frequently about Christian faith and
practice.
In a historical approach to the issue of evil, a religious scholar examines the ways
in which the Buddha, Confucius, Martin Luther, C. S. Lewis, and other great
thinkers have grappled the problem of evil and offers a compassionate argument
for faith in the face of evil. UP.
This book is concerned with the rationality and plausibility of the Muslim faith and
the Qur'an, and in particular how they can be interrogated and understood
through Western analytical philosophy. It also explores how Islam can
successfully engage with the challenges posed by secular thinking. The Quran
and the Secular Mind will be of interest to students and scholars of Islamic
philosophy, philosophy of religion, Middle East studies, and political Islam.
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Although many people suggest that Christianity is declining, research indicates
that it continues to be the world’s most popular worldview. But even so, the
Christian faith includes many controversial beliefs that non-Christians find hard to
accept. This book explores 12 issues that might cause someone to dismiss
orthodox Christianity—issues such as the existence of suffering, the Bible’s
teaching on gender and sexuality, the reality of heaven and hell, the authority of
the Bible, and more. Showing how the best research from sociology, science,
and psychology doesn't disagree with but actually aligns with claims found in the
Bible, these chapters help skeptics understand why these issues are signposts,
rather than roadblocks, to faith in Christ.
In this 1710 treatise, Gottfried Liebniz's only book-length work, he applies the
idea of philosophical "optimism"-that we live in the best of all possible worlds-to
the "problem of evil"-If a benevolent God exists, why do terrible things happen?
He explores the possibility that humanity's happiness is not necessarily part of
God's plan. Much of Leibniz's thinking in the realm of the sciences flowed from
his philosophy-he believed the universe to operate under simple, intelligible,
interconnected rules. Understanding how he approached the metaphysical world
and humanity's place in it is vital to understanding his contributions to modern
science. The impact of the work of German mathematician GOTTFRIED
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WILHELM LEIBNIZ (1646-1716) on modern science and technology is all but
incalculable. His notation for infinitesimal calculus-which he developed
independently of Newton-remains in use today, and his invention of binary
counting is the basis for modern computing. He was a powerfully influential
philosopher as well, and is still considered, alongside Descartes and Spinoza,
one of the great 17th-century rationalists.
Following the 9/11 attacks by Al-Qa'ida, President Bush declared war on terror. In
the succeeding years, Western governments have struggled to find the right way
to respond to the new and deadly threat posed by terrorism. With the election of
President Obama the rhetoric has softened and policies have been adjusted but
the underlying problems and challenges remain the same. Meanwhile, the war on
terrorism in Afghanistan has been intensified. Drawing on just war teaching as
developed within both Christian and Muslim traditions, this book examines
whether, and how, liberal democracies can combat the new global terrorism both
effectively and justly. The authors, including distinguished academics from both
sides of the Atlantic, Christian and Muslim theologians, former senior civil
servants and a General, deploy a wide range of experience and expertise to
address one of the most difficult and pressing ethical challenges to contemporary
society.
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Neuman examines Islam from a perspective that is totally devoid of any political
correctness.
A well-structured, respectful exchange between a Muslim and a Christian who
discuss major points of belief and practice within their respective religions. An
excellent introduction to the Muslim and Christian traditions.
This book was the first to specifically address the impact of religion and
spirituality on mental illness.
Society, Representations and Textuality: The Critical Interface brings together
papers from various critical perspectives of Humanities and Social Sciences. The
work (a) takes stock of the recent developments in critical theory and cultural
studies; (b) studies the impact of these developments on the understanding of
social reality and the human predicament in India; and (c) brings together
scholars from North East India who are engaged in the project of understanding
society and communities in their chosen intellectual practice. The book is the firstever attempt to establish a dialogic encounter between critical practices in
Humanities and Social sciences, hitherto considered to be autonomous in their
own disciplinary boundaries. Further, the volume addresses issues of identity and
autonomy of a multicultural India, particularly with reference to the interface
between hegemonic cultures and politically and culturally persistent smaller
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communities. A significant feature of this book is its attempt to theorize and
describe the myriad manifestations of the critical interface between society and
literary or cultural productions.
A Muslim Response to EvilSaid Nursi on the TheodicyRoutledge
The Blackwell Companion to the Problem of Evil presents a collection of original
essays providing both overview and insight, clarifying and evaluating the
philosophical and theological “problem of evil” in its various contexts and
manifestations. Features all original essays that explore the various forms of the
problems of evil, offering theistic responses that attempt to explain evil as well as
discussion of the challenges facing such explanations Includes section
introductions with a historical essay that traces the developments of the issues
explored Acknowledges the fact that there are many problems of evil, some of
which apply only to those who believe in concepts such as hell and some of
which apply to non-theists Represents views from the various religious traditions,
including Hindu, Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
This account of evil takes the Book of Job as its guide. The Book of Job
considers physical pain, social bereavement, the origin of evil, theodicy, justice,
divine violence, and reward. Such problems are explored by consulting ancient
and modern accounts from the fields of theology and philosophy, broadly
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conceived. Some of the literature on evil - especially the philosophical literature is inclined toward the abstract treatment of such problems. Bringing along the
suffering Job will serve as a reminder of the concrete, lived experience in which
the problem of evil has its roots.
While Christian approaches to the problem of evil have been much discussed,
the issue of theodicy in Islam is relatively neglected. A Muslim Response to Evil
explores new insights and viewpoints and discusses possible solutions to
theodicy and the problem of evil through the early philosophy and theology
ofIslam as well as through a semantic analysis of evil (sharr) in the Qur’Ä n.
Reflecting on Said Nursi’s magnum opus, the Risale-i Nur Collection (Epistles of
Light), Tubanur Yesilhark Ozkan puts Nursi’s theodicy into discourse with so
called ’secular’ theodicy or ’anthropodicy’, supported by scholars such as
Newton, Descartes, Leibniz, Spinoza, Hume, and Kant. Her study offers a
fascinating new perspective on the problem of evil for scholars of comparative
religion, philosophy of religion, and Islamic thought.
How does God desire His children to respond to evil? This fresh look at biblical
teaching and centuries of Christian practice calls readers to a higher way of
responding to evil. Original.
A fascinating, accessible introduction to Islam from the #1 New York Times
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bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer FINALIST FOR THE GUARDIAN
FIRST BOOK AWARD In No god but God, internationally acclaimed scholar
Reza Aslan explains Islam—the origins and evolution of the faith—in all its beauty
and complexity. This updated edition addresses the events of the past decade,
analyzing how they have influenced Islam’s position in modern culture. Aslan
explores what the popular demonstrations pushing for democracy in the Middle
East mean for the future of Islam in the region, how the Internet and social media
have affected Islam’s evolution, and how the war on terror has altered the
geopolitical balance of power in the Middle East. He also provides an update on
the contemporary Muslim women’s movement, a discussion of the controversy
over veiling in Europe, an in-depth history of Jihadism, and a look at how
Muslims living in North America and Europe are changing the face of Islam.
Timely and persuasive, No god but God is an elegantly written account that
explains this magnificent yet misunderstood faith. Praise for No god but God
“Grippingly narrated and thoughtfully examined . . . a literate, accessible
introduction to Islam.”—The New York Times “[Reza] Aslan offers an invaluable
introduction to the forces that have shaped Islam [in this] eloquent, erudite paean
to Islam in all of its complicated glory.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Wise
and passionate . . . an incisive, scholarly primer in Muslim history and an
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engaging personal exploration.”—The New York Times Book Review “Acutely
perceptive . . . For many troubled Muslims, this book will feel like a revelation, an
opening up of knowledge too long buried.”—The Independent (U.K.) “Thoroughly
engaging and excellently written . . . While [Aslan] might claim to be a mere
scholar of the Islamic Reformation, he is also one of its most articulate
advocates.”—The Oregonian
A Muslim Reformist in Communist Yugoslavia examines the Islamic modernist
thought of Husein ?ozo, a prominent Balkan scholar. Born at a time when the
external challenges to the Muslim world were many, and its internal problems
both complex and overwhelming, ?ozo made it his goal to reinterpret the
teachings of the Qur’an and had?th (prophetic tradition) to a generation for
whom the truths and realities of Islam had fallen into disuse. As a Muslim scholar
who lived and worked in a European, communist, multi-cultural and multireligious society, Husein ?ozo and his work present us with a particularly exciting
account through which to examine the innovative interpretations of Islam. For
example, through a critical analysis of ?ozo’s most significant fatw?s and other
relevant materials, this book examines the extent of the inherent flexibility of the
Islamic law and its ability to respond to Muslim interests in different socio-political
conditions. Since ?ozo’s writings in general and his fatw?s in particular have
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continued to be published in the Balkan lands up to the present, this monograph
should help shed some light on certain assumptions underlying modern Islamic
thought and consciousness found in the region.
A rigorous study of the problem of evil in Islamic theology Like their Jewish and
Christian co-religionists, Muslims have grappled with how God, who is perfectly
good, compassionate, merciful, powerful, and wise permits intense and profuse
evil and suffering in the world. At its core, The Problem of Evil in Islamic
Theology explores four different problems of evil: human disability, animal
suffering, evolutionary natural selection, and Hell. Each study argues in favor of a
particular kind of explanation or justification (theodicy) for the respective evil.
Safaruk Chowdhury unpacks the notion of evil and its conceptualization within
the mainstream Sunni theological tradition, and the various ways in which
theologians and philosophers within that tradition have advanced different types
of theodicies. He not only builds on previous works on the topic, but also looks at
kinds of theodicies previously unexplored within Islamic theology, such as an
evolutionary theodicy. Distinguished by its application of an analytic-theology
approach to the subject and drawing on insights from works of both medieval
Muslim theologians and philosophers and contemporary philosophers of religion,
this novel and highly systematic study will appeal to students and scholars, not
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only of theology but of philosophy as well.
Why does a loving God allow humans to suffer so much? This is one of the most difficult
problems of religious belief. The author of this text, the third in a tetralogy, examines this
problem, and offers his interpretation of the problem.
Whilst Christian approaches to the problem of evil have been much discussed, the issue of
theodicy in Islam is relatively neglected. This book discusses possible solutions to theodicy
and the problem of evil through the early philosophy and theology of Islam as well as through a
semantic analysis of evil in the Qur'an. Reflecting on Said Nursi's magnum opus, the Risale-i
Nur Collection (Epistles of Light), Yesilhark Ozkan puts Nursi's theodicy into discourse with so
called 'secular' theodicy or 'anthropodicy'. Her study offers a fascinating new perspective on
the problem of evil for scholars of comparative religion, philosophy of religion, and Islamic
thought.
From the bestselling author of A History of God and The Great Transformation comes a
balanced, nuanced understanding of the role religion plays in human life and the trajectory of
faith in modern times. Why has God become incredible? Why is it that atheists and theists alike
now think and speak about God in a way that veers so profoundly from the thinking of our
ancestors? Moving from the Paleolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the
lengths to which humankind has gone to experience a sacred reality that it called God,
Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. She examines the diminished impulse toward religion in our
own time when a significant number of people either want nothing to do with God or question
the efficacy of faith. With her trademark depth of knowledge and profound insight, Armstrong
elucidates how the changing world has necessarily altered the importance of religion at both
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societal and individual levels. And she makes a powerful, convincing argument for structuring a
faith that speaks to the needs of our dangerously polarized age.
V. 1. David Birnbaum's God and Evil is a major theological study which systematically
confronts the philosophical problem of evil, and the Holocaust in particular. It presents an
extensively researched and comprehensive review of the subject. In a clearly presented and
readable exposition, Birnbaum then proposes a refreshing and powerful formulation.
Combining modern and classic, rationalist and mystic themes, Birnbaum's proposed solution to
the ancient problem of evil is perhaps the most elegant to appear in modern times. Though
proceeding from a Jewish context, Birnbaum's compelling presentation and original synthesis
will be of considerable value to adherents of all Western religions. God and Evil has been
acclaimed by philosophers and theologians of all faiths. V. 2. This is a highly intuitive work
attempting to advance our speculative conjecture about the cosmos but fully comporting to our
knowledge of the spectrum of various realities, across the sciences, both physical and social.
The work is written within a Jewish context, but its motifs are universal. If the construct
proposed herein proves to stand the test of time, mainstream Jewish philosophy and theology
will comport to its contours and other belief systems will find ways to accommodate its
assertions. -- Amazon.com.
The conflict and contact between Muslims and Christians in the Middle Ages is among the
most important but least appreciated developments of the period from the seventh to the
fourteenth century. Michael Frassetto argues that the relationship between these two faiths
during the Middle Ages was essential to the cultural and religious developments of Christianity
and Islam—even as Christians and Muslims often found themselves engaged in violent conflict.
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Frassetto traces the history of those conflicts and argues that these holy wars helped create
the identity that defined the essential characteristics of Christians and Muslims. The polemic
works that often accompanied these holy wars was important, Frassetto contends, because by
defining the essential evil of the enemy, Christian authors were also defining their own beliefs
and practices. Holy war was not the only defining element of the relationship between
Christians and Muslims during the Middle Ages, and Frassetto explains that everyday contacts
between Christian and Muslim leaders and scholars generated more peaceful relations and
shaped the literary, intellectual, and religious culture that defined medieval and even modern
Christianity and Islam.
A spread of opinion from all points of the religious compass to provide readers with an
overview of what each tradition, either collectively or through individual thinkers, has to say.
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