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Janet Coleman's two volume history of European political theorising, from the ancient Greeks
to the Renaissance is the introduction which many have been waiting for. In this volume,
Coleman discusses the acknowledged great works of Greek, Roman, and early Christian
writers to show how the historical contexts in which certain ideas about ethics and politics
became dominant or fell from dominance, help to explain the ideas themselves. Throughout
she draws on recent scholarly commentaries written by specialists in philosophy, contemporary
political theory, classical languages and cultures, and on ancient and early Christian history
and theology. Janet Coleman shows that the Greeks and Romans' arguments can be seen as
logical and coherent if we can grasp the questions they thought it important to answer.
This text provides a broad-ranging thematic introduction to the Western tradition of political
thought. Following a chronological introductory chapter illustrated with charts of key thinkers
and works for each period, the core chapters focus on central issues in political theory: the
ends of politics; the location of political power; the exercise of political authority and challenges
to it. The thematic organization of the book combines detailed coverage of such "great names"
as Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx and Mill with
assessments of the contributions of an exceptionally wide range of other theorists. The ideas
of various thinkers are clearly related to one another and to the different contexts in which they
were produced.
Contemporary theory of international politics faces a twofold problem: the critical engagement
with legacies of national power politics in connection to 20th Century International Relations
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and the regeneration of notions of humanity. This book contributes to this engagement by a
genealogy of thoughts on war, peace, and ethics.
A History of Modern Political Thought analyzes the ways of interpreting modern political
thought and interpretations of particular modern political thinkers. It analyses prominent
schemes of interpretation such as deconstruction, hermeneutics and contextualism and
provides a critical reading of how particular thinkers including Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke,
Hegel, Rousseau, Marx, Bentham, Mill, Nietzsche, and Beauvoir are interpreted in the light of
theseschemes. The book addresses the question of why there are so many reinterpretations of
political thinkers and how we can understand past thinkers. It concludes by developing an
interpretive pluralism whichrecognises the merits of several schemes of interpretation, while
furnishing a critical overview which maintains a dialectical perspective that provides an integral
overview of the subject.
A History of Political TheoryBy G.H. SabineHistory of Political Theory: An IntroductionVolume
II: ModernOUP Oxford
A History of Political Thought is an accessible introduction to the history of political and
economic thought; its main focus is the rise, and eventual consolidation, of modern market
society. It asks: What are the effects of private property and commerce on individual well-being
and on the stability of the political community? A History of Political Thought answers this
central question through the careful study of political philosophers and economists, from
ancient Greece to the twenty-first century. The book does not have an ideological agenda and
gives equal voice to thinkers on opposite sides of the political spectrum. This is one of its key
merits and a mark of distinction: its willingness to treat stark opponents – Hobbes and Locke,
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Smith and Marx, Keynes and Hayek, among others – as equally worthy of serious study. In
doing so, the book provides students with a very powerful arsenal of ideas about the evolution
of the market and also provides a solid introduction to the history of political thought.
Fifty distinguished contributors survey the entire history of political philosophy. They consider
questions about how the subject should best be studied; they examine historical periods and
great theorists in their intellectual contexts; and they discuss aspects of the subject that
transcend periods, such as democracy, the state, and imperialism.
Both a history and an examination of human thought and behavior spanning three thousand
years, thrillingly traces the origins of political philosophy from the ancient Greeks to Machiavelli
in Book I and from Hobbes to the present age in Book II. Whether examining Lord Acton’s
dictum that “absolute power corrupts absolutely” or explicating John Stuart Mill’s contention
that it is “better to be a human dissatisfied than a pig satisfied,” Alan Ryan evokes the lives
and minds of our greatest thinkers in a way that makes reading about them a transcendent
experience. Whether writing about Plato or Augustine, de Toqueville or Thomas Jefferson,
Ryan brings a wisdom to his text that illuminates John Dewey’s belief that the role of
philosophy is less to see truth than to enhance experience. With this unparalleled tour de force,
Ryan emerges in his own right as one of the most influential political philosophers of our time.
Originally published in 1957, this short essay on an intricate historical theme, to which,
according to the author, it is customary and proper to devote large volumes, was designed to
whet but not to satisfy the appetite. The chapters provide the framework for a presentation of
the views of theorists from Plato to Lenin on the character and purpose of political association.
Its perusal will, the author hoped, provoke a wider and more intense study of social and
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political thought; it was not intended to be regarded or used as a substitute for further reading
and reflection but as an invitation to prosecute these activities.
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Rousseau, Mill, and Marx, and Foucault - what really links these and
other `classic' political theorists? Not, argues Terence Ball, their common status as `dead,
white, European males', but instead the exciting and compelling way in which they can speak
to us today. Professor Ball begins by setting out his liberating view of the way we should
approach `classic' texts. Using an approach that is both `problem-driven' and methodologically
`pluralist', Ball offers new readings - and reappraisals - of key authors and classic works in
political theory. Throughout he argues that the importance of the great texts lies in their
repeated reinterpretation in the light of problems that arise for present-day readers. This tourde-force, always entertaining and eclectic, focuses on the core problems surrounding many of
the major thinkers. Was Machiavelli really amoral? Why did language matter so much to
Hobbes - and why should it matter to us? Are the roots of the totalitarian state to be found in
Rousseau? Were the utilitarians sexist in their view of the franchise? Written in lively and
accessible styly, the book will provoke debate among students and scholars alike. Throughout,
Terence Ball shows just how exciting and important political theory can be.
Over the centuries, the question of "good" or "effective" governance has undergone several
transformations and ramifications to fit within certain social, cultural and historical contexts.
What defines political knowledge? What is the measure of expert political leadership? Various
interpretations, perspectives, and re-conceptualizations emerge as one moves from Plato to
the present. This edited book explores the relationship between political expertise, which is
defined as "scientific statesmanship or governance," and political leadership throughout the
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history of ideas. An outstanding group of experts study and analyze the ideas of significant
philosophers, such as Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu,
Kant, Burke, Comte, and Weber, among others. The contributors aim to interpret these
thinkers’ approaches to "scientific statesmanship," deepening our understanding of the idea
itself and decoding its theoretical complexities. In the face of the ongoing crisis of the
traditional party system and the eroding structures within the new cultural-financial and political
environment in the era of globalization, tracing the connection between Plato’s idealist
statesmanship to twentieth-century modernist politics is an important and ever-challenging
enterprise; one that promises to interest scholars of the history of western political thought,
philosophy, classics and the classical tradition, political science, and sociology.
Table of contents
This volume provides a fresh perspective on current democratic theory and practice by
recovering the rich evaluations of democracy in the history of political thought. Each author
addresses a single thinker’s reflections on the virtues and defects of democracy and the
relationship between democracy and other regimes. Together, these essays explore the
tensions within the democratic way of life that arise from an attachment to equality, liberty,
citizenship, law, and the divine. Above all, this work aims at recovering a more complex
understanding of democracy, connecting the perennial questions of political philosophy to the
perplexities and crises of modern democracy.
Originally published in 1939, this book was intended as a guide to political theory intelligible to
the common reader, with quotations from the original sources sufficiently extensive to enable
them to sample for themselves the 'taste' and 'colour' of these writings. This history of theory
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has been placed against brief descriptions, as background, of the civilization of the times, as
the reader passes down the avenues of thought from age to age. It is a history of political
thought set against the background of the history of civilization, but that thought is also
displayed in the setting of the characteristics and biographies of the thinkers, whose minds we
search and whom we seek to know familiarly, however long ago gone to dust.
In A History of Ottoman Political Thought up to the Early Nineteenth Century, Marinos
Sariyannis offers a survey of Ottoman political literature, from its beginnings until the beginning
of the Tanzimat reforms.
African American Political Thought offers an unprecedented philosophical history of thinkers
from the African American community and African diaspora who have addressed the central
issues of political life: democracy, race, violence, liberation, solidarity, and mass political
action. Melvin L. Rogers and Jack Turner have brought together leading scholars to reflect on
individual intellectuals from the past four centuries, developing their list with an expansive
approach to political expression. The collected essays consider such figures as Martin Delany,
Ida B. Wells, W. E. B. Du Bois, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, and Audre Lorde, whose works
are addressed by scholars such as Farah Jasmin Griffin, Robert Gooding-Williams, Michael
Dawson, Nick Bromell, Neil Roberts, and Lawrie Balfour. While African American political
thought is inextricable from the historical movement of American political thought, this volume
stresses the individuality of Black thinkers, the transnational and diasporic consciousness, and
how individual speakers and writers draw on various traditions simultaneously to broaden our
conception of African American political ideas. This landmark volume gives us the opportunity
to tap into the myriad and nuanced political theories central to Black life. In doing so, African
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American Political Thought: A Collected History transforms how we understand the past and
future of political thinking in the West.
Iain Hampsher-Monk’s lucid and accessible history of modern political thought is the
introduction which many have been waiting for, providing a thorough guide to the ideas and
writings of major political thinkers from Hobbes to Marx (including a full account of The
Federalist papers). The author’s aim throughout is to incorporate the benefits of modern
scholarship of the historical school, with its emphasis on historical and political circumstances
as a key to meaning. Recognizing that for most students time will not allow detailed study of
the historical and political contexts of particular works, Hampsher-Monk provides here the
background necessary for the reader to situate the writings of key thinkers in relation to wider
currents in intellectual and political history. A History of Modern Political Thought will meet the
needs of both general readers and students of political theory and philosophy. It is an
indispensable secondary source which aims to situate, explain, and provoke thought about the
major works of political theory likely to be encountered by students of modern political thought.
A World History of Political Thought is an outstanding and innovative work with profound
significance for the study of the history of political thought, providing a wide-ranging, detailed
and global overview of political thought from 600 BC to the 21st century. Treating both western
and non-western systems of political thought as equal and placing them as they should be;
side by side.

A collection of penetrating essays on political thought - past, present and future by a major commentator.
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Originally published in 1939, this book was intended as a guide to political theory
intelligible to the common reader, with quotations from the original sources
sufficiently extensive to enable them to sample for themselves the ‘taste’ and
‘colour’ of these writings. This history of theory has been placed against brief
descriptions, as background, of the civilization of the times, as the reader passes
down the avenues of thought from age to age. It is a history of political thought
set against the background of the history of civilization, but that thought is also
displayed in the setting of the characteristics and biographies of the thinkers,
whose minds we search and whom we seek to know familiarly, however long ago
gone to dust.
History of Political Theory: An Introduction not only explores the great works of
Western political theory but demonstrates their continuing relevance. Volume II
traces the origin and development of liberal political theory, and so the
foundations for contemporary views. The work provides a readable, scholarly
introduction to the great figures in Western political theory from Hobbes to Marx.
Major theorists examined include Hobbes, Locke, Hume, Montesquieu,
Rousseau, Burke, Mill, and Marx, not only major figures in the liberal tradition but
liberal political theory's most important critics. Theorists are examined in their
historical contexts, with extensive quotations allowing them to speak for
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themselves. Central concepts employed in their works are carefully examined,
with special attention to both how they fit together to form coherent theories and
how they bear on issues of contemporary concern. Major concepts examined
include freedom, rights, political obligation, and revolution. Emphasizing depth
rather than breadth, this work is an ideal introduction tool for instructors who have
been searching for a text that combines careful exposition of important political
theorists and clear, critical analysis.
First published in 1928, this presentation of the main phases and features of
political thought in the sixteenth century was based on an exhaustive study of
contemporary writings in Latin, English, French, German and Italian. The book is
divided into four parts, with the first part dealing with the new thought of
Protestantism. The rest describes in turn special ideas that emerged in England,
in France and in Italy at the time of original publication. This 1957 edition includes
revised and updated Bibliographical Notes.
John Pocock is arguably the most original and imaginative historian of ideas of
modern times. Over the past half century he has created an audience for his
work which is truly global, and he has marked the way in which the history of
political thought is studied as deeply and personally as any historian of the
period. The essays in this major new collection are selected from a lifetime of
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thinking about political thought, and how we should study it in history. What in
fact does it mean to write the history of a political society, and what kind of
political thought is this? Professor Pocock emphasises both the theory and
practice of political thought considered as action in history, and the political
theory of historiography considered as a form of political thought. Together these
essays constitute a collection that any serious student of politics and intellectual
history needs to possess.
Selected essays of arguably the greatest and most influential historian of ideas of
modern times.
A History of American Political Theories is a comprehensive attempt to
understand the full sweep of American political thought since the founding.
Working within the liberal-progressive tradition, Merriam reviewed American
political history in its entirety, from the founding down to his own day. He was not
out to reduce political thought to a single element such as economics alone; his
aim was to encompass the whole of modern social science. The political science
of the liberal-progressive tradition has roots and assumptions that were born in
this period and nurtured by scholars such as Merriam. The progressive tradition
in general and Merriam in particular interpreted the rise of a new science of
politics that would be required for the liberal-progressive world view he
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represented. His work stands at a momentous fork in the road; two great
traditions of how American democracy should be understood, interpreted, and
analyzed parted company and afterward each went their separate ways. These
traditions are represented, respectively, by the founders and the liberalprogressives. There was much at stake in these academic debates, though the
consequences were not entirely foreseen at the time. An overview of the authors,
works, and general source material covered in History of American Political
Theories is impressive. Merriam viewed the study of American democracy as an
eclectic activity embracing the broadest definition of the social sciences, with
particular emphasis on psychology. Such a transformation required that the
social sciences be grouped as a whole rather than fragmented into separate and
distinct academic departments.
A History of Western Political Thought is an energetic and lucid account of the
most important political thinkers and the enduring themes of the last two and a
half millennia. Written with students of the history of political thought in mind, the
book: * traces the development of political thought from Ancient Greece to the
late twentieth century * focuses on individual thinkers and texts * includes 40
biographies of key political thinkers * offers original views of theorists and
highlights those which may have been unjustly neglected * develops the wider
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themes of political thought and the relations between thinkers over time.
This brief narrative survey of political thought over the past two millennia explores
key ideas that have shaped Western political traditions. Beginning with the
Ancient Greeks' classical emphasis on politics as an independent sphere of
activity, the book goes on to consider the medieval and early modern Christian
views of politics and its central role in providing spiritual leadership. Concluding
with a discussion of present-day political thought, W. M. Spellman explores the
return to the ancient understanding of political life as a more autonomous sphere,
and one that doesn't relate to anything beyond the physical world. Setting the
work of major and lesser-known political philosophers within its historical context,
the book offers a balanced and considered overview of the topic, taking into
account the religious values, inherited ideas and social settings of the writers.
Assuming no prior knowledge and written in a highly accessible style, A Short
History of Western Political Thought is ideal for those seeking to develop an
understanding of this fascinating and important subject.
This is a significantly expanded edition of one of the greatest works of modern
political theory. Sheldon Wolin's Politics and Vision inspired and instructed two
generations of political theorists after its appearance in 1960. This new edition
retains intact the original ten chapters about political thinkers from Plato to Mill,
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and adds seven chapters about theorists from Marx and Nietzsche to Rawls and
the postmodernists. The new chapters, which show how thinkers have grappled
with the immense possibilities and dangers of modern power, are themselves a
major theoretical statement. They culminate in Wolin's remarkable argument that
the United States has invented a new political form, 'inverted totalitarianism, 'in
which economic rather than political power is dangerously dominant. In this new
edition, the book that helped to define political theory in the late twentieth century
should energize, enlighten, and provoke generations of scholars to come. Wolin
originally wrote Politics and Vision to challenge the.
The conflict between politics and antipolitics has replayed throughout Western
history and philosophical thought. From the beginning, Plato's quest for absolute
certainty led him to denounce democracy, an anti-political position challenged by
Aristotle. In his wide-ranging narrative, Dick Howard puts this dilemma into fresh
perspective, proving our contemporary political problems are not as unique as we
think. Howard begins with democracy in ancient Greece and the rise and fall of
republican politics in Rome. In the wake of Rome's collapse, political thought
searched for a new medium, and the conflict between politics and antipolitics
reemerged through the contrasting theories of Saint Augustine and Saint
Thomas. During the Renaissance and Reformation, the emergence of the
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modern individual again transformed the terrain of the political. Even so, politics
vs. antipolitics dominated the period, frustrating even Machiavelli, who sought to
reconceptualize the nature of political thought. Hobbes and Locke, theorists of
the social contract, then reenacted the conflict, which Rousseau sought (in vain)
to overcome. Adam Smith and the growth of modern economic liberalism, the
radicalism of the French revolution, and the conservative reaction of Edmund
Burke subsequently marked the triumph of antipolitics, while the American
Revolution momentarily offered the potential for a renewal of politics. Taken
together, these historical examples, viewed through the prism of philosophy,
reveal the roots of today's political climate and the trajectory of battles yet to
come.
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